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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1  PRESENT  to  the  Public  the  Second  Volume  of  tiic  Hiflorj 
of  Scotland. 

It  comprehends  one  of  the  budell  and  mofl  IntercRIng 
Periods  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Scois,  or  perhaps  of  any  other 
Nation. 

1  HAVE  endeavoured  to  exhibit  all  thofe  fadls  In  this  period 
of  the  Scottilh  Hiftory,  of  which  the  truth  can  now  be  alcer- 
tained.  I  quote  only  the  Original  Hiftorians  and  Uie  Public 
Records  of  the  time  ;  becaufe  upon  the  teftimony  of  thefc 
alone,  mutl  the  credit  of  my  narrative  depend.  But,  I  have 
not  negleded  to  confult  almoft  every  other  writer  who  has 
attempted  to  illuftrate  any  topic  conncded  with  the  objcds 
of  my  hiflr.rical  refearches. 

I  OWE  the  moft  thankful  acknowledgements  to  the  Authors 
of  various,  refpc£lable  Reviews,  and  to  the  Public  in  g'ner.il, 
for  the  favourable  reception  of  the  Firft  Volume  of  this  Work; 
and  for  that  candid  and  liberal  praife,  which  has  had  the  na- 
tural efifedt  of  encouraging  me  to  proceed  with  more  ardent 
exertion,  and  with  the  moll  anxious  care  in  the  profecution  cf 
my  undertaking. 

I  WISH  alfo  publicly  to  cxprefs  my  thanks  to  thofs  G' ntle- 
icen,  who  having  done  me  the  undefervcd  honour  of  thinking 
lie  credit  of  the  Scottifh  Nation,  to  be,  in  fome  meafure  con- 
cerned in  the  perfection  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  Work  ;  1:hvc 
obligingly  pointed  out,  and  communicated  to  me,  fcmo  cf 
tic  moft  valuable  treafurcs  of  authentic,  original  information. 


vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

1q  the  courfe  of  nay  rcfearchcs,  I  have  had  much  very  agree* 
able  experience  of  the  politcnefs  of  Mr  Mamiers  of  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates.  My  own  CoUedbion  of 
Books  on  the  Scottifh  Hiftory,  is  confiderable.  Yet,  I  have 
been  greatly  obliged  by  the  Bookfeiiers  ofEtUnhur^h  in  general, 
who  have  kindly  favoured  me  with  the  ufe  of  mapy  rare 
books,  neccflary  to  my  hiftorical  ftudies,  but  which  I  was 
unable  to  purchafc.  Meffrs  BeU  and  Bradfute  in  paj:ticular 
have,  with  very  liberal  kindnefs,  allowed  xiae  the  free  ufe  of 
many  books^  relating  to  the  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  which  I 
^now  not  where  I  could  have  found,  except  in  their  very 
large  and  valuable  CoUcdion.  To  Mr  W,  Laing,  well  knowp 
as  a  Bookfeller  uncommonly  ikilful  and  diligent  in  coUeding 
fcarce  and  precious  books,  I  owe  fimilar  obligations. 

The  fubfequent  parts  of  this  Work  are  now  in  great  for- 
wardnefs  ;  and  the  whole  will  be  publifhcd  as  fpcedily  as  • 
poffible. 


R.  HERON. 
Feb.  II.  1796. 


Edinburgh,    7 
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Section  I. — Chap.  I. 

Margaret  ofNoRtvAr. 

ALEXANDER  the  Third,  although  cut  off 
by  a  premature  death,   had  furvived   his    ^^^' 
children.     The  heirefs  of  his  Crown,  was  his  in-  Margaret 
fantgrand-child,  Margaret,  whom  his  daughter  of  way,  hdr. 
the  fame  name,  had  born  to  the  King  of  Norway  *.crown.  ^ 

Margaret  was  an  infant,  and,  at  the  time  of  a^^?<^"7 

c       •  appointed. 

her  grandfather's  death,  in  a  foreign  country. 
The  immediate  government  of  the  kingdom,  was 
therefore  committed;  by  a  Convention  of  the  Eftates 
of  Parliament,  to  the  adminiftration  of  fix  regents; 
William  Frazer,  Bifliop  of  St  Andrews ;  Duncan, 
Earl  of  Fife ;  Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan ;  Robert 
Wiiheart,  Bifhop  of  Glafgow  j  John  Comyn,  Lord 
of  Badenoch ;  and  James,  the  Steward  of  Scotland. 
But,  fadion  and  anarchy  diftrafted  the  kingdom. 
VoL.U.  A  Of 

*  For^n.  X.  37.  XI.  i :— Major,  IV.  12 :— ^Buchanan. 
VIII.  Sub  initio  :— Led.  VI.  95. 
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Sect.  I.  Qf  the  newly  appointed  regents  ;  the  Earl  of  Fife, 
was  foon  after  affafiinated  ;  the  Earl  of  Buchan 
died,  about  the  fame  time,  by  a  natural  death; 
James  the  Steward  of  Scotland,  withdrew  himfelf 
from  the  couhfels  of  his  remaining  colleague?,  and 
engaged  in  a  fadious  combination  with  fome  other 
lords*. 

^"!i7/of        While  thefe  things  paficd  ;  the  Kings  of  Eng- 

tiic  Kings  land,  and  Norway  ;    the  one,  grand-uiicle  to  the 

land  and   iufaut  quccn;  the  other,  her  father  ;  ea;;crly  turn- 

°"^^^'   ed  their  attention  upon  the  ftateand  ten-per  of  the 

Scots.     Edward  ^he  Firft,  one  of  the  molt  valiant 

and  politic  monarchs  that  eter  fat  on  the  Englifli 

throne,  was  ambitious  to  f^ize  the  prefenc  occafion 

-  of  adding  Scotland  to  the  dominions  of  his  Crown, 

by  obtaining  Margaret  to  be  the  wife  of  his  cldefl: 

fon.     Eric  of  Norway,  afierted  his  daughter's  right 

to  the  ScottiHi  throne;   and  endeavoured  to  put 

.   her  in  the  ur.difjoutcd  and  fecure  pcfleflion  of  it. 

After  fome  preliminary  ncgociations ;   in  which 

the  favour  of  all  parties,  was.  In  a  great  degree, 

A.  D.    conciliated  to  the  wiflies  of  Edward  ;  ambaiTadors 

from  the  Norwegian  King»,  and  from  the  Scottifh 

regency,  repaired  to  meet  Englifli  plenipotentiaries, 

at  Salifoury  ;  where  a  treaty  was  concluded  among 

them,  in  the  names  of  Edward,  Eric,  and  the 

Scottifli 

*  Forduni  Scotichron.  XI.  i.  ii.  3: — Buchanani  Ilift. 
Lib.  VIII.  Sub  initio: — Sympfiii^s  Hiltory  of  the  Family  oF 
Stewart,  p.  78. 
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Scottifli  nation,  for  the  fettlement  of  the  affairs  of ^^^Y;  i 
Scfitland,  and  for  prcferving  to  its  infant  queen,  theu-^-v^*^ 
ciijovmcnt  of  her  royal  inheritance*. 

By  this  treaty,  it  was  agreed,  that,  the  Scots  Treaty  be* 
fhould  rC'eflablidi  and  maintain  civil  order  andscouiiii'^ 
tranquillity  in  their  country ;  that,  any  of  the  niem-^^^'J'[',^J- 
bers  of  the  Scottifh  regency,  of  whom  the  King  of^^^f^^'^ 
Kcrv;'ay  might  difapprove,  fhould  be  removed  from  and  Ncr- 
their  ofiice ;  that,  Margaret,  before  fhe  were  con- 
trafted  in  any  matrimonial  engagement,  fhould  be 
immediately  conveyed  out  of  Norway,  into  Scot- 
land or  England  ;  that,  if,  fhe  fhould  arrive  firfl  in 
England,  Edward  fhould  then,  deliver  her,  unmar- 
ried, to  the  Scots ;  but  that,  upon  this  laft  event, 
the  Scots,  on  their  part,  fhould  engage,  not  to  give 
their  young  Queen  in  marriage,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  Edward,  and  of  Eric^j. 

Conditions  more  exprefsly  favourable  to  the  po-nirthcr 
Jitic  views  of  the  Englifh  King,  could  not,  it  fiiouldtTun^with 
feem,  be,  at  this  time,  obtained  by  him.     But,  he^jj''j^^)."s 
had  already  applied  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  for  a^^^y- 
difpenfation,  to  authorize  a  marriage  between  his 
•fun,  and  his  grand-niec^,  the  t^orwegian  princcfs. 
Having  procured  this  difpenfation,  and  gained  tlic 

fricndfliir) 

ft 

*  Fordani  Scoiichron.  Lib.  XL  C.  i  : — Rymeri  Foedcru, 
T.  IL  P.  416.  431.  4.16. 

f  Forduni  S.  C.  XL  i:— Rymeri  FGcdcra,  T.  IL  P.  446. 
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Sect.  I.   fxiQ^dfliip  of  the  Scottifli  rulers ;   he  joined  the 
u^^»v«o  Scots,  in  preiling  Eric,  to  fulfil  the  late  treaty, 
and  fend  home,  their  Queen.     Eric,  in  the  tcndcr- 
nefs  of  fatherly  affedion,  was  dill  reludant  to  com- 
nut  his  infant  child  to  ftrangers.     Yet,  the  impor- 
A.  D.    tunities  and  artifices  of  Edward  and  the  Scots,  at 
'''°'    length  prevailed  J  the  Scots  urging  the  neceflities 
of  their  government ;  Edward  infifting  upon  the 
Papal  difpenfation,  accommodating  Eric  with  the 
loan  of  a  fum  of  money,  and  gratifying  his  princi- 
pal courtiers,  with  penfions*. 

Treaty  for  In  the  mean  time,  a  new  treaty  was  con- 
Hagrof"  eluded,  at  Brigham,  on  the  border  of  Scotland, 
^th^h^^^  between  Edward,  by  his  ambaffadors ;  and  the 
Prince  of  Scottifii  nobles  and  rulers,  in  the  name  of  their 

Walett 

nation.  The  fundamental  article  of  this  treaty, 
was,  the  ftipulation  of  a  marriage,  to  be  contrafted, 
as  foon  as  it  might  be  convenient,  between  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Scottifh  Queen.  The 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  Scottifli  nation,  were  to 
remain,  for  ever  inviolable.  Scotland  was  to  con- 
tinue, a  feparate  kingdom,  never  to  be  annexed  to 
England,  as  a  dep^dent  province.  Feudal  ho- 
mage and  fervices  were  to  be  performed  by  the 
,  vafluls  of  the  Scottifli  Crown,  in  Scotland  only. 
Upon  no  account,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  were 

the 

*  Rymeri  Foedera,  II.  430.  472,  473.  Prynne,.IIL  399, 
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the  Scots  to  be  dragged  before  courts  of  juftice,  be-^c^.  l 
yond  the  confines  of  their  kingdom.  None  of  thev 
rights  or  privileges  of  the  Scottifli  Church,  were  to 
be,  in  any  manner,  infringed.  The  order  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  properties  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  were  to  be  preferved,  without  alicrtation  or 
diminution,  till  Margaret  fhould  arrive  in  her  do- 


Hardly  had  this  treaty  been  ratified^  when  theufarpi- 
Englifh  King;  anxious  to  fecure  the  advantages ^^\rd, 
Tvhich  it  ftipulated  to  him;  appointed  one  of  Ws'"^^^*^* 
fubjeds,  to  aft,  in  Scotland,  as  Lieutenant  for  hi$t*ic  treaty, 
fon,  and  the  young  Queen  ;  required  the  Scots  to 
deliver  up  their  principal  caftles  and  ftrong-holds, 
into  his  hands  ;  and  took  various  other  meafures, 
which  (hewed  him  to  be  more  difpofed  to  wreft  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  to  the  purpofcs  of  his  ambition, 
than  to  abide  by  any  of  its  conditions  that  were 
not,  even  unreafonably  favourable  to  himfclff . 

By  this  time,  the  young  C)ueen,  whom  her  fa- Death  of 
ther  had,  at  laft,  intruded  into  the  hands  of  the'cJ^J^;^^,^ 
Scottilh  and  Englifli  ambafladors,  was  on  her  paf-'^" 
fage,  from  Norway,  to  Scotland.     But,  the  hopes 
of  the  Scoli^  and  the  projefts  of  Edward,  were 

fruftrated 


lie  Sco:s» 


•  Rymeri  Foedera,  T.  II.  P.  482.  ct  fcq. 
t  Foedera,  II.  488. 
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Sect.  I.    fruftrated  alike.     The  child  fickencd  at  fea,  was 

CUAY.  II.  ' 

brought  on  fhorc  ift  Orkney,  and  there  languiJhed, 
and  died.  To  the  Scots,  the  tidings  of  her  death, 
were  more  alarming  and  forrowful,  than  even  the 
unfortunate  end  of  her  grandfather.  They  faw  ' 
full  before  them,  the  unhappy  prbfpeft  of  a  difpu- 
ted  fucceffion,  war  with  England,  inteftine  difcord. 
By  the  death  of  Margaret,  their  lafl:  pledge  of  trati* 
quillity  and  peace,  was  ravifhed  from  them*". 


Chapter  II. 


tTnccr- 


iion  to  the 
I'liroiic. 


Intcr-rcgnumy  and  Contentions  for  the  Succeffton. 

JL  HE  extinftion  pf  the  progeny  of  Alexander  the 
thlTfuccef.Third^  left  the  Scottifh  throne  fubjed  to  the  claims 
of  a  number  of  pretended  heirs;  of  whom,  no  one 
had  a  title  to  which  the  uncertainties  of  the  feudal 
law  of  fucceflion  could  give  a  decifiv^  and  unquef- 
tionable  preferencie. 

Review  of  Social  union  and  civil  cftablifliments,  had,  by 
Ircfs^of'  ^^*s  time  J  as  we  have  feen  in  the  preceding  books ; 
— cfi7iai  ^'l^'^^c^^  ^^  21  mighty  improvement  from  the  pri- 
bftitu-  mitive  rudenefs  and  inftability,  in  wl%h  they  ap- 
Scotland,  j/eared  in  thefe  northern  regions,  at  the  aera  when 

the 

•  Fordun.    XL   i :— Buchanan.  L.  VIII  :--F«i2ra  II. 
369c:— M.  V/eftmon.  414. 
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the  Scottifh  name  became  firft  known  in  Britain,  ^^^"^ct.  i. 

Chap.  IT. 

Petty  }>ordes  had  been  combined  into  communities,  v.^^^^^ 
Union  or  conqueft  Had,  by  degrees,  formed  thefe 
into  one,  and  that  not  an  inconfiderable.  kingdom. 
The  piratical  inciirfions  of  the  Norfe-men,  had,  at 
length,  ceafed  ;  and  their  Hebudian  pofleflions  had 
been  ignominioufly  relinquifhed.  The;  races  of  al- 
moft  all  the  ancient,  independent  chieftains,  had 
ptrifhed  ;  except  thaj:  alone,  which  poiTeffed  the 
Scottifh  Crown.  The  forms  of  feudal  dominion ; 
introduced  indeed  from  France,  and  from  Eng- 
land  ;  but  in  their  fpirit  and  regulations,  wonder- 
fully congenial  to  that  fpecies  of  barbarous  fubor- 
dination  which  had,  before,  taken  place  in  Scot- 
land ;  were  now  at  length  compleatly  eftablilhed 
here.  Norman  knights  had,  by  grant,  or  by  mar- 
riage, gained  poffeffion  of  moft  of  the  great  fieffs 
under  the  Scottifli  Crown.  To  contentions  between 
petty,  independent  chieftains,  had  fucceeded,  incef- 
fant  quarrels  among  rival  nobles ;  rebellions  and 
ftruggles  of  the  great  vaflals,  againfl:  the  Crown ; 
wars  of  the  Sovereign  upon  his  fubjefts,  ftilk  from 
time  to  time,  renewed.  Tenures  of  land,  were,  al- 
moft  univerfally  feudal.  But,  the  ufurpations  of 
the  Church  ;  the  fliortnefs  of  the  period,  during 
which  the  feudal  law  had  been  fully  eftablifhed ; 
the  ignorance  of  the  Age  in  general ;  and  the  unl- 
verfal  predominance  offeree  over  right  or  reafon; 
had  left  the  application  of  the  feudal  law,  to  many 

cafes 
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CH*Tr  n  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  praflice  of  fociety,  ftill  but  imperfeftly 
N-'^^v'  afcertained,  by  either  inftitution  or  precedent. 

Abftraa  SiNCE  the  ^cceffion  of  the  Norman  line,  whe- 
Wftor  of  ^^^^  ^y  beifueft,  conqueft,  or  eleftion,  to  the  throne 
England,  of  England ;  this  monarchy,  the  too  formidable 
o^qatH.  neighbour  and  rival  of  Scotland,  had  been  anima- 
ted, in  fome  manner,  with  a  new  fpirit,  and  braced 
with  more  energetic  vigour.  The  defcendents  and 
fucceffors  of  "William  of  Normandy,  were,  for  the 
greater  part,  a  valiant  and  politic  race  of  princes. 
In  the  fituation  in  which  thofe  of  them,  who  fat 
on  the  throne  of  England,  were  placed,  great  qua- 
lities were  indifpenfibly  neceffary.  .  Their  powerful 
vafTals  were  to  be  kept  in  fubjeftion ;  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  Scots  and  Welch,  were  to  be  continu- 
ally reprelTed ;  the  continental  poffeffions  of  the 
.  Royal  Family,  were  ftill  to  be  manfully  defended 
and  maintained  ;  the  ufurpations  of  an  overgrown 
and  grafping  Church,  were  to  be  guarded  againft, 
and  checked.  William  the  Baftard,  his  fons, 
William  Rufus  and  Henry  the  Firft,  Henry  the 
Second^  and,  in  the  end,  even  the  feeble  and  ill- 
fortuned  Henry  the  Third,  proved  confiderably 
fuccefsful  on  all  hands.  The  Welch  were  gra- 
dually fubdued ;  the  invafions  of  the  Scots  were 
refifted  ;  the  continental  dominions  of  the  Engliffi 
Kings,  were  extended,  or,  at  leaft,  little  impaired ; 
ambitious  and  rebellious  nobles  were  ftill  mattered 

and 
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and  cut  off;  even  the  clergy  were,  by  the  vigorous  ?^«*^''-  '• 
policy  of  Henry  the  Second,  flopped  (hort  in  thein 
career  of  ufurpation*  Edward  the  Firft,  having 
been  early  tried  in  the  troubles  of  his  father's 
reign ;  and  having,  with  the  gallantry  of  a  Knight- 
Errant,  and  a  Chriftian  Hero,  vifited  the  Holy 
Land  ;  was  mature  in  years  and  experience,  and 
had  acquired  a  great  character,  before  the  time  of 
his  fucceilioa  to  the  Englilh  throne*  There  was  no 
immediate  fubje£t  of  his  government,  fo  wealthy, 
powerful,  and  illuflrious,  as  to  be,  fingly, formidable 
to  the  royal  authority*  Skilfully  difpenfing  his  fa- 
vours to  the  burgefTes  and  yeomanry ;  he  attached 
them,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  his  perfon  ;  and 
raifed  them,  by  new  immunities  and  privileges,  to 
a  degree  of  confequence,  at  which  they  formed  a 
counterpoife  to  the  power  of  the  nobles.  Thp  laft 
remains  of  Welch  freedom  and  independency,  pe- 
riihed  by  the  hands  of  Edward.  Even  the  obfti- 
nate  ambition  of  the  Clergy,  was  compelled  to 
make  new  conceflions  to  the  vigorous  and  artful 
authority  which  he  exerted  againft  them.  The 
death  of  Alexander  the  Third  of  Scotland,  opened 
to  Edward,  a  new  field  for  ambitious  enterprize. 
Might  he,  by  marriage,  or  by  arms,  unite  Scotland, 
as  well  as  Wales,  under  his  dominion  ?  It  would 
then  be  eafy  to  enlarge  his  continental  poffeffions, 
and  to  humble  his  mofl  potent  enemy,  the  King  of 
france.  His  negotiations  for  obtaining  the  heirefs 
Voi.IL  B  of 
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chYp  n  ^^  ^^^  Scottifli  Crown,  in  marriage,  to  his  fon, 
were  indeed  fruftrated  by  her  death.  But,  in  the 
courfe  of  thofe  negotiations,  he  had  drawn  the  eyes 
of  the  Scottiih  nation,  upon  himfelf ;  had  gained 
a  number  of  fecret  or  open  adherents  among  their 
-  nobility ;  had,  in  h&y  eftabliflied  an  influence  over 
them,  by  which  his  wifhes  already  direfted,  in  a 
great  meafure,  their  pubh'c  tranfadions.  Edward 
was  not  of  a  fpirit,  to  yield  up  this  influence,  or  to 
relinquifh,  upon  a  flight  change  of  circumftances, 
thofe  fanguine  hopes  which  he  had  conceived,  of 
reducing  Scotland  under  his  dominion.  The  fame 
artful  policy,  the  fame  ardent  valour,  which  had 
fubjugated  Wales,  might  fooner  or  later  triumph 
over  the  Scots,  and  unite  the  whole  ifle  under  the 
fway  of  a  fingle  monarch. 

Ireland.  IRELAND  had  been  granted,  for  converfion  and 
conqueft,  by  Pope  Adrian,  a  man  of  Englifli  ex* 
tradion,  to  the  Englifli  King  Henry  the  Second. 
Private  adventurers  from  England ;  and  ftill  more, 
a  public  and  royal  force ;  had,  fince,  made  fome 
progrefs  in  the  conqueft  of  that  ifland.  But,  their 
poflfeflions  in  Ireland,  had  not  yet  added  any  thing 
to  the  public  and  mijitary  ftrength  of  the  Englilh 
nation  ;  nor  had  the  final  conqueft  of  the  Irifli,  as 
yet  become,  in  any  confiderable  degree,  a  favourite 
objeft  of  ambition  with  the  Englifli  Kings,  Yet, 
'  the  native  Irifli,  although  in  part,  probably  of  the 

fame 
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fame  origin,  as  the  Wcftern  and  Highland  Scots,  s«ct.  i- 
had  long  been  divided  from  all  alliance  with  Scot-t^^v^a 
land.  They  were  too  wildly  favage,  and  too  little 
capable  of  the  extenfive  views  of  able  policy,  to 
combine  with  the  Scots  againft  the  Englifh,  the 
common  enemies  of  the  liberties  of  both.  What- 
ever the  changes  of  princes,  of  fov^eign  families, 
or  of  forms  of  government,  in  Scotland ;  its  fate 
was,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  hardly  liable  to 
be,  in  any  meafure,  influeilced  by  the  vicinity  of 
Ireland. . 

The  Danes  and  Norwegians  had  anciently  con-Nortrayt . 
quered  the  Scottifh  Ifles ;  had  made  themfelves, 
mailers  of  England  ;•  had  ravaged  the  coafts  of  the 
better,  half  of  Europe;  and- had  triumphed,  the 
unrivalled  lords  of  the  northern  and  middle  feas« 
But,  their  dominion  in  Britain  and  its  contiguous 
ifles,  had  been  overthrown.  Piracy  had  begun  to 
give  place  to  peaceful  commerce.  Caufes  origi- 
nating in  the  altered  policy  and  manners  of  the 
other  nations  of  Europe ;  and  in  the  fiuduations 
of  internal  order  and  dominion,  among  the  Scan- 
dinavian Powers  ;  had  put  an  end  to  all  that  ter- 
rour  and  thofe  continual  deviftations  with  which 
the  valiant  and  maritime  people  of  the  North,  once 
afili£led  the  kingdoms  of  the  South.  By  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  againfl  the  Hebudx,  the  naval 
force  of  Norway,  fuffered  an  almoft  irretrievable 

•  lofs* 
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Sect.  I. 
Cbap.  If. 


lofs.  Eric  could  not  now  equip  an  immenfe  fleet  ; 
as  fome  of  his  anceftors  might  have  done ;  and 
invade  Scotland,  to  claim  for  himfelf,  the  inheri- 
tance of  his  daughter's  rights.- 

I 

Fraace.  FRANCE,,  the  rival  of  England,  had,  fome  time 
before,  begun  to  pradife  the  policy  of  drawing  the 
Scots  to  invade  England,  whenever  the  Engli(h 
Kings  invaded  the  French  dominions.  But,  this 
policy  had  not,  as  yet^  eftabliihed  a  regular,  politi- 
cal intercourfe  between  the  French  and  the  Scots  ; 
nor  acquired  to  the  former,  any  important  influ- 
ence upon  the  ordinary  government,  or  the  revo- 
lutions of  the  latter. 

itomc  The  Papal  Court  of  Rome,  or  fometimes  of 
Avignoix,  alone,  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  the 
tranfaflions  of  all  Chriflian  nations ;.  maintained, 
by  means  of  its  legates,  of  miflionarics,  of  the 
Clergy  in  general,  a  conftant  correfpondence  with 
them  ;  and  exerted^  at  almoil  all  times,  a  powerful 
authority,  as  well  upon  their  civil,  as  over  theif 
ecclefiaftical  afiairs.  But,  its  vigilance,  and  its 
interference,  were. rarely  diredled  to  other  ends, 
than  the  protection  of  its  Clergy,  the  extenfion  of 
its  own  power,  and  the  draining  of  the  wealth  of 
all  other  countries,  through  every  pofliblc  channel, 
into  Italy  and  Rome,  or  into  Avignon.  Its  con- 
nivance, or  even  approbation  might  be  won  by 
kribes  or  conceflions,  to  any  fraud  in  negociation, 
•  or 
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or  injuflice  in  conqueft,  however  nefarious,  ands^""-^ 
indefenfible.  If  the  pofleflions  and  privileges  ofv^^v>««^ 
the  Church,  ihould  be  preferved  inviolate  ;  and  if, 
perchance,  the  auth(^ty  of  Rome  or  Avignon  over 
the  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of  Britain,  ihould  be  increa- 
fed,  and  its  revenue  from  the  ifland,  augmented ; 
the  Scots  might  ravage  England,  the  Ei^glilh  con- 
quer Scotland,  either  the  one  nation  or  the  other 
prevail,  by  force  or  artifices,  over  their  fellow-iflanci- 
ers ;  without  being  interrupted,  in  their  enterprize, 
by  any  ferious  iuterpofition  of  the  Papal  Court. 

Such,  then,  were,  the  internal  Hate  of  Scotland; 
its  relations  to  the  moil  contiguous  neighbouring 
kingdoms  and  courts ;  the  difpofitions  of  thefe 
courts  and  kingdoms  towards  the  Scottifli  nation  ; 
and  their  power  to  influence  its  public  affairs ;  at 
the  time,  when,  by  the  extindion  of  the  pofterity 
of  Alexander  the  Third,  the  fucceffion  tp  the  Scot- 
tifh  throne,  was  laid  open  to  a  number  of  compe- 
titors J  and  when  the  ambitious  Edward  the  Firfl 
of  England,  appeared  to  have  refolved  to  add 
Scotland  to  his  dominions,  by  artful  negotiation, 
by  open  war,  or  by  the  occafional  ufe  of  both  thefe 
means,  as  changing  circumflances  might  fugged. 

Beside  the  King  of  Norway  who  claimed  the  Names  of 
fuccefEon  to  his  deceafed  daughter's  kingdom,  p^/t^^^™* 
with  fmall  hopes  of  obtaining  it  j  there  appeared 

twelve 
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twelve  other  Competitors  for  the  Scottifh  Crown  ; 
the  genuine  or  pretended  defccndents  of  Donald 
Bane,  the  ufurper,  and  brother  to  Malcolm  Can- 
more,  of  King  William,  of  King  Alexander  the 
Second,  of  King  David,  of  David,  Earl  of  Hunting- 
don, brother  to  King  William.  Thefe  competitors 
were,  Florence  Earl  of  Holland,  Robert  de  Pin- 
keny,  William  de  Ros,  Patrick  Earl  of  March, 
William  de  Vefci,  Patrick  Galythly,  Jrficolas  de 
Soulis,  Roger  de  Mandeville,  Joha  Gorayn  Lord 
of  Badcnoch,  John  Balliol  Lord  of  Galloway,  Ro- 
bert Bruce  Lord  of  Annandale,  and  John  de  Haf- 
tings*. 

Toapcrof  While  thefe  Competitors  urged,  or  were  pre- 
^  ife!"  Pairing  to  urge,  their  refpedive  claims ;  and  the 
tioB;aj3d  Scottifli  nation  were  exceedingly  divided  in  their 

other  cii:-      .  . 

cuQifian-  wifhes,  and  perplexed  as  to  their  choice:  the  num- 
SeuT^'her  of  the  adherents  to  the  King  of  England,  and 
d^ambi-  y^^^  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  were 
^sdward.    continually  augmented.     Many  of  the  Scottifh  no- 
bles, being  of  Norman  origin,  were  little  concerned 
about  maintaining  the  ancient  independency  of  the 
Scots  :  Some  poiTeffed  eftates  in  England,  of  which 

they 

*  Walfingham,  59  :— Torfei  Hift.  Norvcg.  IV.  381  ;-^ 
Rymeri  Foedera  II.  575,  576,  577,  578,  579: — Fordun.  XI. 
I.  2.  12,  13  :— Heft.  Boeth.  Hift.  LXIV.  Folio  303  :-«-Ma- 
jor.  LIV,  C.  13 :— Leflai  L,  VI.  P.  221.  Buchanan.  L.  VIII. 
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they  might  be  deprived,  at  Edward's  pleafure ;  but^**^'*^-^- 
which  would  be  more  completely  confolidated  with 
their  Scottifli  pofleffions,  by  the  union  of  Scotland 
into  one  kingdom  with  England :  Others  might 
poflibly  be  feduced  by  penfions  and  promifes,  to 
favour  the  views  of  Edward :  Thofe  who  could 
produce  no  claims  of  theit  own,  to'the  regal  fuc- 
cefiion,  would  be  willing  to  receive  for  their  new 
Lord,  rather  one  who  was  already  a  great  monarch, 
than  a  perfon  fuddenly  exalted  to  fovereign  power, 
from  among  their  equals :  Even  the  competitors 
were  naturally  led,  each  to  ftrive  to  ftrengthen  his 
own  doubtful  tlaim,  by  winning  Edward's  favour: 
Having  hitherto'  been,  all,  fubjcfts  of  Edward,  or 
other  fovereigns,  thefe  competitors  could  fcarccly 
feel  themfelves  diihonoured  by  any  homage  which 
Edward  might  demiand  from  him  who  fhould  ob- 
tain  the  kingdom  of  Scotland :  That  part  even,  of 
the  Scottifh  nation,  who  were  concerned,  only  to 
terminate  the  diforder  and  contention  of  the  pre- 
fent  inter-regnum,  and  to  preferve  their  ancient 
national  independency;  faw  no  hopes,  fave  in  yield- 
ing to  the  predominating  influence,  and  accepting 
the  umpirage,  of  the  Englifh  King.  By  the  con- 
currence or  collifion  of  all  thefe  different  views  and 
interefts,  the  Scots  were  brought  to  lay  themfelves 
almoft  at  Edward's  mercy.  ♦. 

Edward 

*  Fordun.  XL  3,  &c. : — ^W.  Hemingford,  L  31. 
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Edward  came  northwards,  toward  the  Scottifli 
border.  His  barons  of  Yorkfliire,  Lancafhire, 
Weftmoreland,  Cumberland,  and  Northumber- 
^3M»ref»  land  J  and,  among  them,  John  Balliol  and  Robert 
Ian.  Bruce  ;  were  fummoned  to  attend  their  fovereign, 
at  Nor  ham  ;  on  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  ninety  one ;  with 
all  thofe  forces  which  they  were,  refpeftively,  obli- 
ged by  the  conditions  of  their  tenures,  to  fupply. 
The  Nobles  and  Clergy  of  Scotland,  were  requefted 
to  meet  him,  likcwife,  at  Nor  ham,  on  an  earlier 
•day.  Affembling,  in  compliance  with  his  fum- 
mons,  on  the  tenth  of  May,  thefe  reprefentatives 
of  the  Soottifh  nation,  there  heard  the  Englifh 
King,  for  the  firft  time,  openly  declare  his  preten* 
fions  to  the  fupremacy  of  Lorvt  Paramount  over 
Scotland^  However  overawed  by  his  power,  or 
previoufly  won  by  his  artifices ;  yet,  at  this  decla- 
ration, afloniihment  and  confufton  held  them  all, 
for  fame  moments,  mute.  One,  bolder  than  the 
reft,  at  laft  replied  ;  "  that,  concerning  this  claim 
of  feudal  fupremacy  over  Scotland,  no  determina- 
tion could  be  made,  while  the  throne  fhould  be 
vacant."  "  By  Holy  Edward,  whofe  Crown  I 
*'  wear,**  anfwered  the  Englifh  Monarch,  with  ftern 
impatience,  *'  I  will  vindicate  my  juft  rights,  or 
**  perifh  in  the  attempt/*  At  their  requeft,  he, 
ivith  fome  difficulty,  granted  them,  a  delay  till  the 
morrow ;  that  they  might,  in  the  interval,  confult 

2  together, 
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together,  and  determine  among  themfelves,  whe-?fCT.  i. 
ther  they  fliould  then  acknowledge  him  for  their  u^-v-nj 
Lord   Paramount.     On  the  day  following,  they 
{till  declined  any  definitive  anfwer  ;  and  obtained 
a  farther  delay  for  the  fpace  of  three* weeks  *• 

Edward,  as  it  fhould  feem,  now  perceived,  thitvicws 
this  firft  ftep  had  been  ra(hly  and  unfeafonably^j[^h 
taken.     He  had  probably  been  deceived  by  the  t^Oa^rced^to 
flattering  reprefentations  of  his  Agents  among  thet^^'^^f^^"'"** 
Scots;  or  had,  himfelf,  too  arrogantly  prcfumedqueftcd by 
upon  his  influence  over  them.     But,  his  Barons, 
with  all  the  force  of  the  northern  counties,  were 
foon  to  join  him  ;  and  the  prefence  of  an  army, 
thus  ready  for  invafion,  would  give  new  weight  to 
bis  claims.     Intrigue,  fear,  diffcnfion,  wavering  un- 
certainty, might,  in  the  mean  time,  do  much  to 
reconcile  or  fubdue  the  minds  of  the  Scots  to  his 
wiflies.     Policy,  therefore,  more  than  weaknefs, 
guided   him  in   the   meafure  of  granting   them 
time  for  farther  deliberation  concerning  his  de- 
mand. ^ 

On  the  fecond  day  of  June,  he  again  gave  audi- Congrcr^ 
ence  to  the  congregated  Scots;  not,  as  before,  at^ingfon^ 
Norham;  but,  in  a  field  oppofite  to  it,   on  the^'^''^"' 

Vol.  U.  C  Scottifh 


*  Focdcra  if.  525: — ^Walfingham,  P.  56 :— Fccdera  IL 
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Ch7p  II   Scottifh  fide  of  the  Tweed.     Burnel,  Bifliop  of 
Bath,  and  Chancellor  of  England,  there  maintain* 
ed,  for  the  King  his  mafter ;  that  the  Kings  of 
England  were  Lords  Paramount  of  Scotland,  by  a 
right  which  they  had  cither  aftually  poffeffed,  or 
juftly  claimed,  from  the  moft  diftant  Ages ;  that, 
the  Scots,  although  required  fo  to  do,  by  King 
Edward,  had  produced  no  evidence,  to  invalidate 
his  claims  upon  them  ;  and  that,  as  the  claim  of 
the  EnglHh  Crown  to  the  feudal  fuperiority  over 
Scotland,  was  thus  uncontefted ;  Edward,  inthe 
charafter  of  Lord  Paramount  of  the  Scots,  would 
proceed  to  determine  among  the  competitors  for 
their  throne.     Of  thefe  competitors,  eight  "were 
prcfent  in  this  aflfembly,  in  which  the  lofty  preten- 
fions  and  refolutions  of  the  Engliih  Monarch,  were 
thus  loudly  declared  by  his  Chancellor,     Bruce 
Lord  of  Annandale,  was  of  the  number.     All  the 
competitors  for  thg  throne,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
Scots  who  were  prefent,  either  by  open  avowal,  or 
by  tacit  confent,  allowed  the  pretenfions  of  Edward 
to  be  well  founded,  and  accepted  his  timpirage,  in 
the  charaflcr  of  Lord  Paramount  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland.     On   the   day  of  thefe  remarkable 
tranfadions,  indeed,    John   Balliol,"  whether   by 
chance,  or  artful  defign,  was  abfent  j  but,  on  the 
following  day,  he  appeared,  and  acquiefced  in  the 
conceffions  which  the  reft  had  made  to  the  claims 
of  the  Englifli  Monarch.     Burnel  then  clofed  this 

part 
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part  of  the  bufinefs,  by  protefting,  in  Edward's  s«ct.i. 
name,  that  the  King  of  England,  thus  recognized  ,.„i^oo 
to  be  Lord  Paramount  of  Scotland ;  although  he 
might  not,  at  prefent,  urge,  yet,  did  hot  finally  re- 
Unquiih,  his  right  to  the  abfolute  and  immediate 
property  of  this  kingdom *« 

Edward,  thus  far  fuccefsful  in  aiTerting  his  own  farther 
ambitious  pretentions ;  now  proceeded  towards  ationsat" 
judgment  among  the  pretenders  to  the  im mediate  pof-  J^^^pn. 
feffion  of  the  Scottifii  throne ;  ftill  artfully  combin- ^''^"*' 
ing,  however,  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Nation  and  the 
Pretenders  to  his  Paramount  authority,  with  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Caufe  in  which  he  was  umpire.  Again  he 
himfelf  protefled,  that  the  prefent  decifion  (hould,  in 
no  way  affe&  his  own  claim,  or  the  claims  of  his 
fucceffors,  to  the  immediate  fovereignty  of  Scot- 
land. The  competitors,  next,  with  one  accord, 
affixed  their  feals  to  a  written  deed,  by  which  they 
acknowledged  Edward  ^  to  be  Lord  Paramount  of 
the  kingdom  for  which  they  contended  ;  and 
agreed  to  abide  by  his  determination.  It  was  then 
unanimoufly  refolved  by  the  Englifli  King,  the 
competitors,  and  all  the  other  Scots  who  were  pre- 
fent ;  that,  Balliol  and  Corny n,  for  themfelves  and 
the  reft  of  the  competitors  who  might  be  fatisfied 
vith  their  choice,  fliould  name  forty  commiflioriers ; 
that,  Bruce  (hould,  for  himfelf  and  the  competitors 
acquiefcing  in  his  nomination,  name  other  forty  ; 

that, 

*  Foedera  IL  544,  545.  549 :— Dugdale,  Chron.  fcrics 
24 :— Fadcra  II.  551,  Sec. 
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ChYpU  ^^*^^»  ^^  ^^^^^  eighty  commiffioners,  the  Englifh 
King  fliould  add  twenty- four ;  and  that,  thefe  hun- 
dred and  four  commiffioners,  thus  nominated, 
fliould  compofe  a  Jury,  to  examine  the  refpeftive 
and  comparative  merits  of  the  claims  of  the  differ- 
ent competitors,  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their 
examination,  to  Edward,  the  Lord  Paramount  and 
Judge. — The  firft  ftep  taken  by  thefe  Carmmiffion- 
ers,  was,  to  direct  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and 
its  fortreffes  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Ed- 
ward ;  agreeably  to  a  conceffion  which  the  compe- 
titors had  already  made  ;  that,  he  might  have  it  in 
his  power,  to  eftablifh  in  the  poffeflipn  of  them, 
whoibever  of  the  competitors  fhould  find  his  claims 
finally  fuftained,  in  preference  to  thofe  of  the  reft. 
The  regents,  accordingly,  furrendered  the  king- 
dom ;  Edward  obliging  himfelf  to  make  full  refti- 
tution,  within  two  months  from  the  date  of  his 
decifion  upon  ttte  claims  of  the  competitors ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  to  wafte  no  part  of  the  public 
revenue,  except  fo  much  as  might  be  neceffary  for 
the  unavoidable  expences  of  the  government.  The 
caftles  and  fprtreffes  were,  in  like  manner,  deliver- 
ed up  by  their  keepers ;  except  only  the  caftles  of 
Dundee  and  Forfar ;  which  Gilbert  de  Umfraville, 
Earl  of  Angus,  refolutely  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
Edward  and  all  the  competitors  executed  a  writ- 
ten deed,  by  which  de  Umfraville  was  indemnified 
JFor  delivering  to  the  Englifh  King,  thofe  caftles 

wh^ch 
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which  he  had  received  in  truft,  from  the  Scottifhsecr.  i. 

Chaf.  If. 

nation.  Edward  immediately  reftored  to  the  ior-i^,^vs«> 
mer  regents,  th^  cuftody  of  the  kingdom  ;  added 
Bryan  Fitzallan  to  their  number ;  and  direded 
them  to  confide  the  Chanceliorlhip,  to  Alan,  Bifhop 
of  Caithnefs,  and  Walter  of  Agmodfliam,  jointly. 
The  regents,  and  many  of  the  Barons  now  fwore 
fealty  to  Edward ;  a  humiliating  ceremony !  which 
was  performed  by  Mark,  Bifliop  of  Sodor  (or  Su- 
dereys)  alone,  from  among  the  Clergy.  The  peace 
of  the  King,  as  Lord  Paramount  of  Scotland,  was 
then  proclaimed;  and  this  aifembly,  which  had 
been  prolonged  from  the  iiecond  to  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June,  was  at  laft  adjourned,  till  the  fecond 
of  Auguft.  Upfettlington- Green  was  the  fcene  of 
that  part  of  thefe  memorable  tranfaftions  which 
pafled  on  the  Scottifli  fide  of  the  Tweed*.  Copies 
of  the  record  of  all  thefe  proceedings,  Were,  by 
Edward's  command,  tranfmitted  to  different  mo- 
nafteries  in  England,  that  they  might  be  engroffed 
in  the  chronicles  of  contemporary  hiftory,  which 
were  written  by  the  monksf. 

Thus;   by  the  vigorous,  artful,  and  dilhoneftArtific« 
policy  of  Edward  ;  by  the  fordid  indifference  of^^^  j^J. 
the  Scottifh  nobles,  to  the  glory  and  the  public  in- "^^'^^'f^*]*^ 
terefts  of  their  country  ;  by  the  ambitious  fervility<J'gnantiy 


cxpofed. 

and 


*  Fccdera,  II.  5^1,  552,  SSS-  5^9- 
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Sect.  I.  and  mean-fpiritednefs  of  the  competitors  for  the 
Crown ;  by  the  wavering,  unwife,  and  divided 
counfels  of  even  the  more  generous  and  patriotic 
part  of  the  nation ;  by  the  general  ignorance  of 
both  Scots  and  Englifh,  concerning  the  truth  of 
the  hiftory  of  their  anceftors  ;  by  the  fraud  and 
perfidy  of  the  Scottifli  Clergy,  who,  alone,  could 
hare  produced  documents,  to  refute  the  claims  of 
the  Englifli  King ;  was  the  independency  of  the 
Scots  betrayed  -,  and  Scotland,  fubjeded,  as  a  fieff, 
to  the  Engliih  Crown  !  Not  the  vidorious  eagles 
of  Rome ;  not  the  vengeful  incurfions  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Britons;  the  fuccefsful  arms  of  theNorthum* 
brian  Angles  ;  nor  the  more  compad,  irrefiftible^ 
and  impenetrable  armies  of  the  firft  Norman  Mo- 
Aarchs  of  England ;  had  been  able  to  fubjugate  the 
impetuous,  reftlefs,  invincible  valour  of  the  Sco,ts  ! 
If  the  unfortunate  captivity  of  one  of  their  King's,, 
had  brought  the  Scottifli  nation  to  yield  up,  for  a 
time,  the  unconquered  independency  of  their  king- 
dom ;  yet  the  feudal  fupremacy  yielded  to  Henry 
the  Second,  had  been,  in  no  long  time  after,  re- 
deemed from  his  fucceffor,  Richard.  The  fubfe- 
quent  intercourfe  of  the  Scou  with  the  Engliih,  of 
the  Sovereigns  of  Scotland  with  thofe  of  England, 
had  been  tha.t\of  equals  with  their  equals,  not  of 
vaffals  with  their  Lords** 

The 

*  See  the  firft  Scftion  of  each  of  the  foregoing  Books. 
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The  competitors  for  the  Scottifh  Throne,  now^E^^-  '• 
prefented  their  claims  to  the  inveftigation  of  thev 


Commiffioners.  On  account  of  the  remotenefs  of  J"J*^'^8*" 
their  confanguinity  to  the  laft  poffeflors  ;  or  from^^ccUija. 
the  undeniable  falfity  of  the  pretences  which  theycompcti-  ^ 
had,  at  firft,  held  out ;  all,  but  the  defcendents 
from  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  foon  withdrew 
themfelves,  or  were  rejefted  by  the  commiffioners, 
out  of  the  competition.  The  defcendents  of  the 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  were  Balliol,  Bruce,  and 
Haftings.  Bruce  was  the  grandfon,  BallioI  and 
Hailings  were  the  great-grandfons,  of  their  com- 
mon anceftor  j  himfelf  the  brother  of  King  Wil- 
liam, the  grandfon  of  King  David  the  Firft.  They 
were  defcended  from  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  by 
his  three  daughters ;  for,  he  had  left  no  male  iffue. 
But,  Balliol  was  the  grandfon  of  the  elded  fifter ; 
Bruce  was  the  fon  of  the  fecond ;  Haftings,  the 
grandfon  of  the  third.  A  younger  fifter  and  her 
poftcrity  could  not  inherit,  in  preference  to  her 
elder  fifters,  or  their  oflFspring  :  A  fieff,  efpccially 
a  royal  fieff,  or  a  feudal  fovereignty,  was  indivifible: 
And  the  pretenfions  of  Haftings,  were,  therefore,  "■ 
without  much  controverfy,  made  to  yield  to  thofe 
of  Balliol  and  Bruce.  The  queftion  between  the 
rcfpcftive  rights  of  thefe  two  competitors,  was, 
indeed,  peculiarly  difficult  of  decifion.  Ovght  the 
Grandson  oftheELDZKjortbeSovofthe  Young- 
zKjt^er^  to  inherit  in  preference?  Such  a  cafe,  in  the 

inftance 
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sicT.  I.  inflance  of  royalty,  or  a  great  fieff,  had  not  fallen 
u^^-r^  to  be  decided,  fmce  the  regular  eftablifhmcnt  of 
the  feudal  law  in  Scotland;  and  had,  perhaps, 
rarely,  occurred  to  judicial  determination,  in  any 
of  the  other  countries  of  Europe.  Even  after  the 
weightier  caufe  of  the  independency  of  Scotland  had 
been  betrayed  ;  and  after  the  number  of  the  com- 
petitors,  had  been  reduced  to  ihofe  two ;  ftill,  fo 
nice  and  intcrefting  was  the  queftion  between 
them  ;  as  to  caufe  its  progrefs  towards  decifion,  to 
be  attended  by  the  moft  anxious  expectation  of  all 
parties*. 

Reference      Amidst  the  general  fufpenfe  and  anxiety,  the 
Sigiifli     Commiflioners  to  whom  the  examination  of  the 
meat*      caufe  had  been  delegated,  ^ere  induced  to  declare 
themfelves  unable  to  difcern  any  fure  principles^ 
upon  which  they  might  found  the  decifion  of  a 
matter  fo  nice  and  dpubtful.     Theologians  and  ca- 
fuifts  were  confulted  in  vain,   Edward,  at  laft,  fo  ma- 
naged the  affair,  as  to  obtain  a  reference  of.it  to  his 
own  Eiarliament  of  England ;  on  account,  apparent- 
ly, of  its  difficulty  ;  but,  in  truth,  perhaps,  for  the 
virtual  confirmation  of  the  newly  acquired  feudal 
fupremacy  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  over  that 
of  Scotland.     At  the  fummons  of  their  fovereign, 
the  Englifh  Parliament  aflembled  at  Berwick,  oh 
2  the 

*  Fordun.  &c.  :--Focdera  II.  578,  579.  581* 
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the  fifteenth  day  of  Odober,  in  the  year  one  thou-SecT.  i. 

•'  '  '  Chap.  II. 

fand,   two  hundred,  ^nd  ninety-two.     And  thev-^^w-/ 
queftion  concerning  the  Scottifti  fucceffion,  was,   a.  d. 
accordingly,  propofed,  by  Edward,  to  their  deter-    "^*' 
mination*. 

They  firft  aflumed  thefe,  as  the  principles  onPrincipict 
which  their  judgment  was  to  be  founded ;  that,  thcaffumcdby 
laws  of  England  and  Scotland,  were  the  true  rules  llj^^*^" 
for  the  decifion  of  the  prefent  difpute  between  the 
two  competitors  for  the  Scottifh  fucceffion  ;  but, 
that,  if  thofe  laws  fhould  afford  no  rule  fufficiently 
applicable  to  the  difficulties  of  the  cafe ; — then 
ought  the  King,  with  the  advice  of  his  nobles,  to 
frame  a  new  law  for  the  occafion ;  and  that,  in 
general,  the  fucceffion  to  the  Scottilh  throne,  ought 
to  be  regulated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  fuccef- 
fion to  other  fieffs,  fuch  as  earldoms  a^d  baronies, 
which  were,  by  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which 
they  were  held,  indivifiblef* 

Rules  for  decifion,  being  thus  far  afcertained  ;Thccaure 
Bruce  and  Balliol  were  admitted  to  plead  their 
caufe  before  the  new  tribunal.    For  Bruce  it  was 
urged  J 

Vol.  II.  D  That, 

*  Focdera  II.  582.  t  Foedcra  II.  582. 
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Sect.  1.        That,  Alexander  the  Second,  at  a  timte  when 

Chap.  II.  ^ 

^<y^>r\j  he  defpaired  of  iffue  from  his  own  body,  had  dcfti- 
mentBforned  Bruce  to  fucceed  him  on  the  throne;  and 
^™^^'  fhat,  the  Scottifli  nation  had  bound  themfelves  by 
axL  oath,  to  preferve  the  fucceflion  to  their  mo- 
narchy, upon  the  event  of  the  death  of  Margaret 
of  Norway,  to  whofoever  (hould  then  be  neareft  in 
confanguinity,  to  Alexander  the  Third  ; 

That,  in  deciding  concerning  the  fuccefliom  to 
a  kingdom,  the  law  of  nature,  unreftrifted,  unper- 
vertcd,  ought  to  be  refpeded,  in  preference  to  all 
accidental  inftitutions ;  that,  laws  regulating  the 
rights  of  vaiTais,  impofed  no  obligations  upon  their 
"Lords;  that,  although,  in- the  inheritance  of  pri- 
vate and  divifible  eftates,  a  preference  were  ufually 
pven  to  the  elder  of  fifter  heireffcs,  yet,  in  the 
fucceflion  to  a  kingdom,  which  was  indivifible,  it 
ought  not  to  be  fo ; — and  that,  the  law  of  nature, 
thus  unfettered,  in  this  inftance,  by  the  forms  of 
feodifm,  clearly  recommended  Bruce,  as  the  right- 
ful heir  of  the  Scottifh  Crown : 

That,  by  the  ancient  cuftom  of  fucceflion  to 
,  the  throne  of  Scotland^  the  neareft  in  blood,  had 
been  hejd  to  be  the  next  heir ;  and  the  brother 
had  frequently  fucceeded  his  brother  ;  Donald,  to 
Kenneth  Macalpine ;  £d,  to  Conftantine  ;  Donald 
Bane,  to  Malcolm  Canmore  : 

That, 
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That,  in  Spain^  Savoy,  and  other  foreign  conn-^^J^  J-^ 
tries,  there  had  been  inflances  of  the  fucceflion  ofv^^i^r*^ 
the  fon  of  the  fecond  daughter,  to  the  throne,  in 
preference  to  thfe  grandfon  of  the  eldeft  daughter : 

That,  a  female,  as  unfit  for  the  fundions  of 
government,  was  incapable  of  inheriting  a  Crown; 
that  the  Crown  had  been^  therefore,  without  a 
lawful  poiTeflbr,  iince  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third  ;  and  that,  as  the  grandmother  of  Balltoi 
had  been  alive,  at  the  time  of  that  event,  but  not 
the  mother  of  Bruce, — the  latter  was,  by  confe- 
quence,  the  juft  male  heir  of  the  Crown*. 

To  thefe  fpecious  pretences,  it  was  anfwered,  onArgu. 
the  part  of  Balliol  j  Sl^' 

That,  the  defUnation  of  Alexander  the  Second 
in  favour  of  Bruce,  could  not  now  regulate  the 
fucceifion  to  the  throne ;  becaufe  that  King  had 
left  heirs  from  his  own  body  ; 

That,  in  the  Court  of  Edward,  their  Lord  Pa* 
ramount,  judgment  ought  to  be  given,  concerning 
the  Scottifh  fucceffion,  upon  the  fame  principles  of 
law,  as  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  contefted  fieff,  fub- 
jc€t  to  the  Engliih  Crown  : 

That, 

♦  Focdcra  II.  58^.  J86* 
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Skct.  1.  That,  if,  by  ancient  cuftom  in  Scotland,  it 
'  might  be,  that  the  brother,  rather  than  the  fon  of 
a  deceafed  King,  fucceeded  him ;  yet,  the  example 
was  in  oppofition  to  the  claims  of*  Bruce  ;  for,  a 
man's  fon  was  nearer  to  him,  in  blood,  than  his 
brother ; — ^but  that,  Donald  Bane  was  confeiT^d, 
on  all  hands,  to  have  pfurped,  not  to  have  lawfully 
inherited,  the  throne  of  his  brother,  Ms^lcplm  the 
Third : 

That,  whatever  might  be  the  pradice  of  foreign 
countries;  the  fucceilion  to  the  Scottiih  throne, 
was  to  be  regulated,  folely  by  the  laws  of  £nglan4 
and  Scotland  ;  by  which  the  pofterity  of  an  elder 
lifter,  always  fucceeded,  in  preference  to  thofe  of 
her  younger  fifters, — to  the  fieff  of  their  commoA 
anceftors, — without  reiped:  to  comparative  near- 
nels^or  i^motenefs  ot  coufanguinity : 

That,  if  a  female  were,  in  truth,  incapable  .of 
inheritlA.g  a  Crown  j  then,  could  the  right  to  the 
Scotti^  fucceffion,  be  as  little  tranfmitted  by  the 
mother  of  Bruce,  to  her  pofterity,  as  by  the  grand- 
mother of  Balliol  to  hers  ;  but  that,  Bruce,  by 
fwearing  fealty  to  the  maiden  of  "Norway,  had  for- 
merly acknowledged  females  to  be  fufficiently  ca- 
pable of  inheriting  royalty '^. 

Such 

♦  Fcedcra  II.  582.  587. 
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Such  were  the  arguments  mutually  urged,  be-^^^'CT.  l 
fore  EdvtsiTd  and  his  Parliament,  by  Bruce  and^rv^ 
Balliol,  in  fuppbrt  ef  their  refpeftive  claims.     Had^^**^*^*^* 
the  Scots  been  left  to  determine  for  themfelves, 
free  from  foreign  influence ;   the  deftination  of 
Alexander  the  Second,  and  the  nearer  confangui* 
nity  of  Bruce,  to  the  Eatl  of  Huntingdon,  might 
perhaps  have  been  more  highly  refpefted  by  them, . 
than  the  feudal  order  of  fucceflion.     But,  Edward 
and  his  Parliament  were  anxious  to  fubje6t  the 
Crown  of  Scotland  to  the  regulations  and  reftric- 
tions  of  an  Engliih  fieff.     The  claimsi  of  Bruce 
were  rejeded.     In  vain  did  Haftings,  and  the  other 
remoter  competitors  drive  to  renew  their  preten- 
fions.     A  decifion  founded  upo^  laws  of  fuccellion, 
which  ftill  prevail,  awarded  the  Scottifh  Crown  to 
Bali^iol  ;  and  thus  ended  the  competition** 

I  Chap-i 

*  F<sdera,  IL  859  : — It  is  fortunate,  that,  tbe  original  re- 
cords of  thefe  tranfadions  have  beea  preferved  :  For  all  the 
old  Scottifh  Hiftorians  have  either  concealed  or  mifrepre"- 
fmted  them. 


Ch.  in. 
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Chapter  in. 
John  Balliol. 

John  Balligl,  having  fworn  fealty  to  £dward» 
V^v  was  crowned  as  King  of  Scotland,  at  Scone,  on 
Acceffion.  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-two.  The  com- 
petitors, and  the  whole  Scottifh  nation,  acquiefced, 
without  farther  contention,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Englifh  Monarch  ;  and  fubmitted  to  the  fortune  of 
BailioL  He  was  immediately  obliged  to  do  ho- 
mage to  the  fovereign  Lord,  from  whofe  hands,  he 
accepted  the  honours  of  dependent  royalty.  Ed^ 
ward  then  delivered  up  to  his  illuftrious  vaflal^ 
thofe  caftles,  and  that  cuftody  of  the  Scottifh  king- 
dom,  which  had  been  proviiionally  confided  to 
himfelf,  when  he  was  appealed  to,  as  umpire  of 
the  competition.  The  public  writings  and  records, 
refpefting  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  during  the  inter- 
regnum, were,  eqifally,  delivered  to  the  officers  of 
its  new  King.  The  authority  of  the  regents,  ceafed. 
From  one  extremity  of  the  Scottifh  dominions,  to 
the  other,  all  fubmitted  to  Balliol,^  the  vafTal  of 
England*. 

At 

•  W.  Hcmingford,  I.  37  :— Foedera  11.  593.  6qz  :— Ca- 
Jcnd?ir  of  Aiicicnt  Charters,  332,  &c. 
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At  this  period  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  aflFairs,?fcT.  l 
alf  the  parties  concerned  in  them,  except  perhaps  i^^y^nJ 
the  difappointcd  competitors,  had  reafon  to  te^j-p^l 
mutually  well  fatisfied.     Edward's  ambition  had,tio"<jf 

'  the  Scon 

thus  far,  been  crowned  with  reijiarkable  and  cheap,  and  Ea- 
ly  earned  fuccefs.  John  Balliol  had  been  exalted^* 
to  the  fovereignty  over  thofe,  with  whom  he  was, 
before,  a  fellpw-vaffal ;  and  this,  by  the  event  of  a 
competition,  in  which  the  claims  were  numerous, 
and  the  advantage  of  right,  extremely  doubtful. 
The  Scottiih  nation  few  the  fucceffion  of  their 
kings,  and  the  order  of  their  government,  prefer- 
ved ; — after  an  a^larming  failure  of  the  principal 
branch  of  their  royal  family ; — ^without  being  either 
wafted  by  internal  anarchy,  or  overwhelmed  by 
foreign  invafion. 

But,  this  mutual  fa^sfa€tion  and  good  will,caurcsoF 
among  thefe  parties,  were  not  to  endure.     Edward ^^^,^^. 
was  watchful  to  feize  every  opportunity  for  con-**^^"- 
firming  his  newly  acquired  fupremacy  over  Scot* 
land,— by  the  frequent  exercife  of  its  powers.     It 
was  natural,  that  John  Balliol  and  the  Scots,  fhould  x 

wifii  to  be  reminded,  as  rarely  as  poflible,  of  the 
humiUating  fubje^tion  to  which  they  had  fubmitted 
themfelvea. — A  citizen  of  Berwick  who  conceived 
himfdf  to  have  been  injured  by  feme  judgment  of 
the  regency  that  adnnniftjered  the  public  affairs  of 
Scotland,  during  the  dependence  of  the  competi- 
tion j 


^i  HtSTORY  OF  SCOTLAND;      (Bo6it  Hli 

Sect.  I.    tioii :  caiTied  his  complaint  and  petition  for  redrefs, 
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not  to  Balliol,'  but  before  Edward ;  and  obtained 
from  Edward,  a  fair  judicial  hearing ;  while  Balliol 
in  vain  remonftrated  againft  the  illegality  of  with- 
drawing Scottifli  caufes  from  the  Courts  of  the 
King  of  Scotland.  On  every  new  occafion,  the 
King  of  England  fhewed  himfelf  ftill  eager  to  exer- 
cife  the  authority  of  Lord  Paramount  over  the 
A.  D.  Scots,  with  increafing  vigilz^pce  and  feverity.  Bal- 
liol was,  himfelf,  within  a  (hort  time,  fummoned  to 
London,  to  make  anfwer  to  an  appeal  from  a  judg- 
ment which  he  had  pronounced  againft  Macduff^ 
grand-uncle  to  Duncan,  the  young  Earl  of  Fifci 
In  the  Englifli  Court,  Balliol  encountered  many 
indignities,  when  he  appeared  there,  in  obedience 
to  this  fummons.  He  was  compelled  to  defcend 
to  the  humiliation  of  becoming  a  party,  and  to 
plead  his  caufe  in  perfon,  before  Edward's  tribu- 
nal. He  would  have  declined  fubmiflion  to  the 
authority  which  Edward  here  affumed  ;  but  his  re- 
monftrances  were  haughtily  difregarded,  and  a  par- 
tial  fentence  was  precipitately  pronounced  againft 
him.  He  was  condemned  to  pay  damages  to  Mac- 
duff ;  and,  as  a  punifliment  for  his  refufal  to  own 
the  authority  of  Edward  and  his  Court ;  it  was 
farther  decreed,  that  three  of  the  principal  caftles 
in  Scotland,  with  the  towns  lying  under  their  pro- 
teftion,  (hould  be  taken,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  into 
the  immediate  poffeflion  of  the  Englifli.     By  fub- 

miflive 
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miffive  conceffions,.  he,  with  difficulty,  obtained  *?,"^'^jj{' 
delay  of  the  execution  of  this  fentence,  till  heu^v*^ 
(hould  have  confulted  hi3  People  in  Scotland,  and 
Should  have  received  their  advice,  how  to  aft*. 

To  Scotland  he  immediately  returned,  indignant    a.  d. 
under  difgrace* — His  government,  fmce  his  accef-xhc  s'coti 
fion  to  the  throne,  had  been  firm,  and  wife,  yetfhrow  off* 
conciliating  and  popular.    Sir  William  Douglas  }*^5^y^^^ 
for  affaulting  the  King's  oiEcers,  to  prevent  them 
from  the  execution  of  a  fentence  of  the  regal 
courts  ;  and  for  the  arbitrary  aflumption  of  an  ir- 
regular and  tyrannical  jurifdiftion;  had  been  re- 
duced to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  King's  mercy,  fined, 
and  imprifoned.  Young  Robert  Bruce,  grandfon  to 
the  competitor,  was  enfeoffed  in  the  earldom  of  • 
Carrick,  upon  the  refignation  of  his  father,  with  a 
facility,  and  with  the  waving  of  fome  formalities, 
on  the  part  of  the  King,  which  (hewed  Balliol  to 
retain  no  malicious  refentment  againft  this  rival 
family.     By  an  adminiftration  condufted  in  this 
fpirit,  Balliol  had  already  begun  to  unite  the  minds 
of  the  Scots,  under  his  authority,  and  to  win  their 
attachment  to  his  perfon.     They  could  not  patient- 
ly endure  to  fee  the  nation  vilified  and  infulted,  in 
the  charafter  of  its  monarch.     They  cheriflied  the 
Vol.  II.  E  remembrance, 

♦   Fadcra  II.   596.  604: — Ryky,  158,  1 59  >— Fordun. 
XI.  15.  &c. 
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c'^^iii  temcmbrance,  rather  of  their  ancient  freedom,  than 
\^0^-Y'^  of  their  late  bafe  fubjeftion  to  the  Englifh  Crown. 
At  the  recital  of  the  indignities  offered  to  their 
Prince,  their  fury  was  wound  up  to  the  higheft 
pitch.  Balliol,  who  was,  in  his  temper  naturally 
mild,  and  in  his  prefent  circumftances,  not  without 
fears  and  fufpicions,  found  it  more  neceffary  to 
foothe,  than  to  inflame  them.  He  once  more  re- 
paired to  the  Englifh  Court,  before  he  would  dare 
to  renounce  the  fealty  he  had  vowed  to  Edward, 
and  to  encounter  him  in  war.  *. 

Irritating      Edward  was  now  on  the  eye  of  an  hoftile  con- 
©rEd "'  teft  with  France.     For  this  reafon,  he  might  pro- 
^*'^^'      bably  have  been  willing  to  foothe  the  wounded  fpirit 
of  Balliol,  and  to  temporize  with  the  Scots,  till  fome 
more  favourable  occafion  for  finally  crufhing  them 
under  his  yoke:  But,  he  could  not,  even  for  a  time, 
A.  D.    reftrain  his  indignation  againfl  the  man  who  fo  foon 
attempted  to  afTert  the  ancient  independency  of  a 
kingdom  which  he  had  agreed  to  hold  in  vafTalage : 
He  could  not  believe  it  to  be  pofEble  for  Balliol  to 
negleft  availing  himfelf  of  the  advantage  which  the 
war  with  France,  would  necefTarily  afford  to  him, 
againfl  England  :    Or,  he  perhaps  defpifed  the  im-^ 
potent  refentment  of  Balliol  and  the  Scots ;  and 
v'ifhed  to  drive  them,  at  once,  to  the  utmofl  extre- 
mities 

*  Fordun.  XI.  18  :-^Fccdcra  II.  613,  614:— He^.Boeth. 
JLib.  XIV.  Fo.  3C4. 
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mities  of  ^oftile  oppofition.  With  whatever  views ;  £»ct.  1. 

^'^  .  'Cm.  411. 

he  either  confifcated, — or  obliged  the  reluftant  u*-v^o 
owner  to  furrfnder, — all  the  Englifh  eftates  be- 
longing to  Balliol, — as  an  aid  towards  the  defray- 
ing of  the  expences  of  the  French  war  ;  he  impe- 
rioufly  enjoined  the  Scots,  to  detain  all  fliips  then  1 
in  their  harbours,  and  to  fuffer  none  to  fail  for  fo- 
reign parts,  till  they  fhould  receive  his  farther  or- 
ders ;  he  haughtily  fummoned  feveral  of  the  Scot-  1 
tifli  Barons  to  join  him  in  arms,  that  they  might 
attend  him  into  France,  and  there  fight  under  his 
banners  f. 

The  pride  of  paft  fuccefs,  the  imperioufnefs  or*'?'''*  ^f 
his  temper,  and  the  bpldnefsx>f  his  ambition,  ap-govcm- 
pear  to  have  hurried  Edward,  about  this  time,  intOEngiVnd. 
fome  Other  rafli  and  arbitrary  meafures,  by  which 
even  the  loyalty  of  feveral  of  his  principal  Englilh 
Barons,  was  iliaken. 

Ballioi.  and  the  Scots,  evaded  his  demands  ; 
and   inftantly  prepared   to  throw   off  his  yoke. 
At  the  requeft  of  the  Scottifh  Parliament,  their  Hoftiic 
King  willingly  difmiffed  from  his  fervice,  all  thoferAf* 
Engliflimen,  who,  having  been  placed  about  him,^^°**' 
by  Edward,  held  offices  in  his  Court.     Jealous,  as 
it  fhould  feem,  even  of  the  purpofes  of  Balliol ; 

the 

♦  Hcdtor  Boeth.  Lib.  XIV.  Fo.  304  :-Foedera  II.  6^6. 
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^'^^f'l?'    the  Parliament  then  nominated  a  Comimttee  ont 

Ch    111. 


of  their  number,  whofe  conftant  advice  was  to  di- 
reft  the  meafures  neceflary,  in  this  crifis  of  danger 
and  enterprize,  for  the  public  fafety.  Yet,  amid  ft 
thefe  bold  counfels,  it  was  unaccountably  agreed 
to  furrender  the  caftles  of  Berwick,  Roxburgh, 
and  Jedburgh,  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  to  be 
poflefied  by  them,  as  pledges  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
%ots,  during  the  war  between  England  and  France. 
But,  hardly  had  this  paAion  be^n  made,  when  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  was  negotiated  and  concluded 
between  Philip  king  of  France,  and  BallioJ ;  who, 
poffeffing  lands  in  the  French  dominions,  owed 
allegiance,  as  well  to  this  monarch,  as  to  the  King 
of  England.  Balliol  niaturally  fought  the  peculiar 
protefliop  and  alliance  of  that  one  of  his  fuperior 
Lords,  who  -had  it  the  leaft  in  his  power  to  ruin 
him,  and  whofe-interefts  might  even  be  advanced 
by  his  aggrandizement :  France  eagerly  encoura- 
ged the  Scots  to  harrafs  England  with  an  invafion, 
fimilar  to  that  with  which  the  French  territories  were 
over-run  by  the  Englifh :  The  Scottifh  nation  re- 
joiced to  find  an  ally  which  fhould  draw  the  ftrength 
of  England,  to  wafte  itfelf  abroad,  while  they  might 
ravage  and  plunder  the  country  thus  left  perhaps, 
without  any  fufficient  force,  to  repulfe  their  incur- 
A.  D.  fions.  Upon  thefe  motives  of  reciprocal  intereft, 
'**^'    was  this  alliance  concluded  between  France  and 

»    Scotland. 
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Scotland.     The  niece  of  the  Kincj  of  France,  was^ecr  i. 

^  '  Ch.  III. 


given,  by  it^  in  marriage,  to  the  fon  of  Balllol 
Balliol  engaged  to  affift  Phillip,  with  his  whole  JjJ^^^^^  . 
force,  and   without    fubfidy,    whenever   Edward  ^cot- 
Ihould  make  war,  upon  France  :   rhihp,  on  the  Fruicc. 
other  hand,  agreed  to  lend  powerftil  and  vigorous 
aid  to  the  Scots,  if  Edward  ihould  invade  their 
territories.     This  treaty,  concluded  in  the  natne 
of  the  Sdottifh  King,  was  formally  ratified  alfo  by 
the  whole  nation*     They  were  not  flow  to  fulfil 
its  moft  arduous  condition^. 

« 
A  numerous' and  fierce,  but  irregular  army  of '"curfw* 
Scots;   led  by  the  braved  of  their  nobles;  foon  Scots  iota 
pafied  the  Englilh  frontier,  in  hoftile  array,  andiand  and 
advanced  through  Cumberlaaid.    Few  of  the  pea-^^J.^""' 
fantry   could  efcape  their  deftroying  fury;  the    -^^• 
flocks  and  herds  became  their  prey ;  they  burnt 
down  the  cottages   upon   their  helplefs  inhabi- 
tants ;   and  with  favage  and  uniparing  rage,  car- 
ried defoiation  and  terrour  to  the  walls  of  Carliile. 
Aflaulting  this  city,  they  were  firmly  refifted^  at 
the  firft  onfet,  by  the  citizens.     But,  by  the  be,, 
fiegers,  or  by  fome  accident  within,  the  city  was 
fet  on  fire.     The  defendants^  now  trembling  be- 
tween  afl'ault  and  conflagration,  might  probably 

have 

*  Fqrdun.  Lib.  XL  15,  16,  17  : — Hcdlor  Bocth.  Lib.. 
XIV-  304: — Focdera  IL  692.  695,  &c. 
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Sect  T.    have  been  overpowered  by  the  befieging  army ; 

s^f'^f^^  had  not  their  wives  rufhed  into  the  combat,  re- 
animated their  flagging  courage,  aided  their  faint- 
ing flrength,  and  with  thofe  terrible  efforts  to 
which  defpair  will,  fometimcs,  for  a  few  moments, 
excite  the  fofter  fex,  at  laft  repulfed  the  Scots,  and 
fcattered  them  iu  fhameful  flight.  Thefe  undifci- 
plined  and  cowardly  fpoilers  were,  however,  quick- 
ly  rallied,  and  led'to  ravage  the  open  country  of 
Northumberland.  Difappointment  and  difgrace 
had  exafperated  their  cruelty.  Even  the  fandity 
of  religion,  could  not  now  fave  its  votaries  from 
their  wrath.  They  burnt  to  the  ground,  the  nun* 
nery  of  Lameley,  and  the  monaftery  of  Corebridge; 
but,  after  an  ineflFeclual  attempt  to  take  by  ftorm, 
the  cafllc  of  Harbottle,  again  retired  in  confufion*^ 

Scotland  It  was  the  news  of  Edward's  approach,  at  the 
*^^l^  head  of  a  great  army,  that  made  them,  thus  pre- 
pofiUih.  cipitately  raife  the  fiege  of  Harbottle-Caftle.  A 
fleet  by  lea,  preceded  or  accompanied,  the  progrefs 
of  his  land-army.  Berwick,  although  promifed, 
with  other  towns,  had  not  yet  been  given  up  to 
the  Englifli.  It  was  held,  at  this  time,  for  the 
Scortifli  King ;  by  fome  Flemings,  who,  having 
come  into  Scotland  for  the  fake  of  trade,  had  ob- 
tained pofTeflions  and  immunities  in  this  town,  on 

the 

♦  W.  Hcmingford,  I.  87.  93  :— Matvh.  Weftmon.  427  : — 
Fordun.  XL  27. 
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the  condition  of  fighting  in  its  defence,  againft  ^j<^T'  ^ 
any  hoflile  aflault ;  by  the  native  townimen  ;  and^^.^i-r^o 
by  a  confiderable  force  from  the  Scottifh  army ; 
chiefly  men  of  Fife  and  Lothian,  who  had  gallant- 
ly thrown  themfelves  into  the  town  and  its  caftfe, 
-to  maintain  them  againft  a  ficge.  The  Enghfh 
fleet,  to  the  number  of  eighteen  (hips,  was  burnt, 
or  othcrwifc  deftroyed,  in  attempting  to  force  an 
entrance  into  the  harbour,  or  to  land  the  foldiers 
whom  it  conveyed.  But,  Edward's  land-army 
were,  by  this  time,  at  the  gates;  They  aflaulted, 
took,  and  facked  the  town  ;  maflacring  its  inhabi- 
tants, Without  diftinftion  of  fex  or  age*  For  a 
while  the  gallant  Flemings,  from  a  houfe  named 
the  Red'Hally  withftood  every  effort  of  Englifh  va- 
lour. This  houfe  was,  at  laft,  fet  on  fire ;  and 
they  periflied  in  the  flames.  Douglas,  who  com- 
manded in  the  caftle,  foon  after  furrendered  it,  by  Berwick; 
a  capitulation  ;  by  which  he  and  the  other  furvi-  * 
vors  of  the  garrifon,  to  the  number  of  two  hun- 
dred men ;  having  firft  fworn,  never  again  to  bear 
arms  againft  the  King  of  England,  were  then  per- 
mitted to  march  out,  and  retire,  in  military  order 
and  array.  Stratagem  and  (kilful  conduct  proba- 
bly contributed  to  this  firft  fuccefs  of  Edward's 
expedition,  not  lets  than  the  ftrength  and  ardent 
valour  of  his  trpops*. 

2  But, 

*  Fordun.  XT.  20  :— Hcd.  Boclh.  Lib.  XIV.  Fo.  305  :— 
Hemingford,  I.  89.  91. 
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Sect.  I.       Bdt,  the  fpiHt  of  Balli'ol  and  the  Scots,  was  not 

Cb>  in* 

%^,^^>e<j  broken,  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  firft  expedition, 

S^^fou"*^^  by  the  lofs  of  this  ftrong  town,  the  mafter-key 
jenouncc  of  thcir  fouth-cafl  frontier*  They  had  drawn  the 
mage  to  fword  ;  and  they  feemed  now  to  throw  isiway  the 
sdvard.  [^^\y\y^j^^  Henry,  abbot  of  Aberbrothwick,  was 
difpatched  to  Edward,  witij  the  perilous  commiffion 
of  notifying  to  this  proud  king,  thus  enraged  by 
oppofition,  and  fiufhed  with  victory  ;  that  Balliol 
difclaimed  his  homage ;  and  that  the  Scots  would 
no  longer  refpeQ:  him,  as  Lord  Paramount  of  thdir 
kingdom  ;  becaufe  Edward  had  unneceffarily  fum- 
moned  Balliol  to  his  Courts  ;  becaufe  he  had  un- 
juftiy  confifcated  Balliol's  Englifli  eftates ;  becaufe 
he  had  feized,  by  violence,  other  goods  belonging 
to  the  Scots  and  their  king  ;  becaufe  he  bad  even 
carried  away,  and  unlawfully  detained  a  number  of 
Scottifh  fubjeds ;  and  Bnally,  becaufe  he  h^  fcorn- 
fully  difregarded  all  BallioPs  remonftrances  againft 
fhefe  ^Gi$  of  infult  and  opprefHon.  The  bold  monk, 
in  the  difcharge  of  this  commiffion,  addrcffed  him- 
felf  to  Edward  in  perfon.  Jt  feemed  to  afford,  to  this 
monarch,  a  new  and  more  plaufible  pretext  for  the 
invafion  he  was  profecuting.  "  The  filly  traitor  !'* 
faid  Edward,  in  difdain,  "  if  he  come  not  to  us  ; 
**  we  will  go  to  him  !*'  Ballicrf's  envoy  waited  no 
farther  reply,  but  haftily  retired  from  the  King's  pre- 
fence,  and  fledVith  fpeed,  out  of  the  Englilh  cartip*. 

And 
*  Fordun.  XL  18  : — Fcedera  IL  707  :— BoeA.  XIV.  304* 
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And  yet,  the  Scots  were  not  all  unanimous  with^KCT.  i. 
•'     ^  "  Ch.  In. 

Balliol,  in  this  defiance  of  the  King  of  England. 


In  the  dcfcaion  of  Balliol,  and  in  the  vigour  with]^^/.^^^"' 
vhich  Edward  proceeded  to  fubdue  and  punifh  hisf.^^^^^g- 
rebellious  Yaffal,  the  Braces  feemed  to  themfelves, 
to.fec  the  hopes  of  royalty,  rife  again  fair,  before 
diem.  They  were  induced  to  take  part  with  Eng- 
land, againfl  Balliol,  and  againfl  the  independency 
of  the  Scots,  with  the  expedation  of  yet  obtaining 
from  Edward's  generofity,  the  forfeited  kingdom 
of  the  rival,  whofe  claims  had  been  preferred  to 
theirs.  Edward  well  knew,  how  to  turn  thefe 
hopes  to  his  own  prefent  advantage,  without  bind- 
ing himfelf  to  gratify  them  in  th;  end.  By  means 
of  the  Bruces,  he  contrived  to  divide  the  llrength 
of  the  Scots ;  an(\  perhaps  to  fow  difienfion  and 
perfidy  in  their  councils.  The  Bruces, 'with  all 
their  vaflals,  dependents,  and  adherents^  joined  the 
Englifli ;  a  defertion,  by  which  the  hands  of  Bal- 
iiol,  and  thofe  who  remained  with  him,  were  great- 
ly weakened*. 

MiANWHiLE,  a  divifion  of  the  Englifli  army,Thc  Scou 
ifas  detached,  under  Earl  Warenne,  to  befiege  thencar^Dun- 
caftle  of  Dunbar  j  which  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of^"' 
the  Scots  who  took  ©art  with  Balliol ;  although  its 
proprietor,  the  Earl  of  March,  now  followed  the 

VoL.U,  F  banners 

♦  Fordun.  XI.  iS,  &c. 
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c"  ui'"  ^^'^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^S  ^^  England.  The  whofe  force 
oif  the  defenders  of  Scottifli  independence  ;  again 
muftered,  after  their  late  difafters  ;  advanced,  on 
the  other  hand ;  to  proteft  Dunbar  ;  and  to  give 
battle  to  the  Englifli  army,  ere  they  Ihould  carry 
the  invafion  farther  into  the  kingdom.  Already 
were  the  garrifon  in  Dunbar- Caftle,  reduced  to 
fuch  difficulties,  or  fo  favourably  difpofed  towards 
nhe  Englifli ;  that  they  had  agreed  to  yield  up  the 
caftle,  unlefs  relief  from  Scotland,  ftiould,  within 
three  days,  arrive,  to  raife  the  fiege.  On  the  third 
day,  the  Scottifli  army  appeared  on  the  heights 
above  Dunbar.  So  advantageoufly  poftcd,  they 
might  have  maintained  their  ground,  with  viftory, 
againft  the  attack  of  a  much  fuperior  force.  But, 
fitting  inadive  in  this  (ituation,  they  could  not  re- 
lieve the  caftle.  They  ruflied  down,  with  impru- 
dent precipitation,  and  in  diforder,  toailailthe 
befiegers."  Warenne  drew  out  his  troops,  to  re- 
ceive them.  Fatigued  and  breathlefs  by  their  eager 
defcent  from  the  heights ;  thrown,  at  the  fame 
time,  into  entire  confufion  ;  ill  armed,  undifcipli- 
ned,  difobedient  to  command;  oppofed  by  compaft, 
hoftile  fquadrons,  of  frefli  troops,  in  compleat  ar- 
mour; and  aided  by  no  gallant  fally  from  the 
caftle ;  the  Scottifli  army  were  quickly  routed. 
Many  were  flain  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  their 
ftraggling  flight ;  fome,  among  whom  was  the 
Earl  of  Rofs,  found  a  momentary  refuge  in  the 

caftle ; 
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caftle ;  th€  Earls  of  Marre  and  Athole,  with  thcirS«cr.  t 
followers^  mack  their  «A:ape  in  good  time,  out  ofu^v-sj 
the  battle;   Sir  Patrick  Graham  and  fome  few 
others,  with  a  heroifm  which,  although  hopelefs  of 
fuccefs,  difdaiued  the  ignominy  of  retreat ;  conti- 
nued defperately  fighting,  after  they  were  deferted 
by  their  countrymen,  till,  at  laft,  they  fell,  in  the. 
midft  of  their  enemies ;  covered  with  wounds  ;  yet 
rather  wearied  out  by  their  own  brave  efforts,  thair . 
laid  low  by  the  valour  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them*; 

Edward,  with  the  rear-divifion  of  his  army, Farther 
came  up,  on  the  next  day  after  this  battle.   Seward, Ind^llli 
who  commanded  in  the  caftle  o£  Dunbar,  wasnow[hrEng°^ 
obliged  to  furrender  it  to  theEnglifh,  at  difcretionJ^^^^^y* 
With  the  garrifbn,  thofe  fugitives  from  the  late 
battle,  who  had  fought  refuge  in  the  caflle,  fell, 
likewife,  into  the  hands  of  the  vidors.     In  vain 
did  the  Scottiih  King  and  his  Parliament,  now  emit 
an  edi£t,  expelling  all  Englifh  ecclefiaflics  out  of 
fuch  benefices,  as  they  might  hold  in  Scotland ; 
confifcate  the  eflates  of  thofe  Scottifli  fubjefls,  who 
took  part  with  England,  or  flood  neutral,  in  the 
prcfent  contefl ;  and  even  beftow  upon  Comyn 
Earl  of  Buchan,  the  eftates  of  Bruce,     It  was  now 
too  late,  to  roufe  timidity  o.r  indifference,  to  elude 

perfidy, 

*  Fordun.  XT.  24,  25 :— Hcdtor  Boeth.  XIV.  Fo.  305  :— 
Hexningfordy  I.  94. 
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?^^'^-]'    perfidy,  or  to  difarm  rebeHion.     The  Scots  who 

Ch.  III.      *  ^ 

were  yet  faithful  Dor  their  countr)',  could  not  mufter 
another  army,  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  inva- 
ders. Their  remaining  caftles  were  either  weak 
by  the  nature  of  their  architecture,  or  weakly  gar- 
rifoned,  or  ilenderly  furniihed  with  arms  and  pro- 
vifions.  From  Berwick,  the  Englifh  army  pro- 
ceeded to  inveft  the  caftle  of  Roxburgh.  It  was 
yielded  to  them,  almoft  at  the  firft  fummons,  by 
James  the  Steward  of  Scotland,  who  commanded 
in  it ;  and  who  now  eagerly  deferted  the  caufe  of 
BalHol,  abjured  the  Scottifli  aHiance  with  France, 
and  fwore  fealty  to  Edward*  The  Englifh  army 
then  advancing,  unoppofed,  to  Edinburgh;  this 
caftle  was  alfo  furrendered,  after  a  fhort  and  feeble 
defence.  StirUng-Caftle  was  abandoned  by  the 
Scots,  even  before  the  Englifh  reached  it.  Balliol 
and  his  adherents  continued  their  flight  to  the 
Eaftern  Grampians^;  perhaps  vainly  hoping,  that 
the  poverty  of  the  country,  and  the  intermediate 
marfhes,  forefts,  hills,  and  rivers,  might,  here,  at 
length,  fave  them  from  Edward's  farther  purfuit. 
But  it  (hould  feem,  that  Edward  had  made  provi- 
fion  for  every  exigency.  His  fleet  probably  ad- 
vanced along  the  coaft ;  while  his  land-army  prefTed 
through  the  interior  country,  and  overtook  the 
fleeing  Scots,  at  Forfar.  The  Corny ns,  the  ftrength 
of  Balliors  party,  having  here  yielded,  and  made 

their 
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their  peace  with  the  Englifti  King  ;  Balliol  him-S««T. '. 
fclf,  foon  after,  fubmitted  to  Edward's  mercy*.      vAn.-/ 

A.  D. 

1 296. 
His  pardon  was  purchafed  by  concelEons  thesubmir- 
moft  difgraceful  and  humiliating  ;  by  the  refigna-fidok^^i^ 
tion  of  his  kingdom,  as  forfeited  ;  and  the  confef*^^'^^[^ 
Aon,  that  he  was  unworthy  to  reign.     He  and  his 
fon  were  then  conduced  into  England  ;  there,  for 
a  while,  detained  in  confinement ;  but,  at  length 
difmifled  to  France.     A  man  wavering  and  timid, 
as  John  Balliol  appears  frqm  thefe  events,  to' have 
been ;  fervile  in  his  ambition  ;  having  neither  the 
prudence  to  bear  patiently  the  yoke  to  which  he 
had  fubmitted  ;   nor  fufficient  energy  of  charader 
to  vindicate,  through  every  variety  of  fortune,  the 
independency  of  his  Crown ;  the  miferable  tool,— 
at  one  time,  of  Edward's  ambitious  policy, — at  ano-i 
ther  of  the  proud  and  furious  patriotifm  of  the , 
Scottifli  nobles  ;  was  altogether  unfit  to  occupy  a 
throne  i^  this  turbulent  age ;  to  contend  with  a 
neighbour,  fo  powerful,  politic,  and  warlike ;  or 
to  maintain  the  reftraints  of  government  over  a 
fierce  and  barbarous  people*. 

The  Crown,  thus  confeffedly  forfeited  by  Bal-^hc  im- 

liol,  devolved  upon  Edward,  by  all  the  laws  andfovcrdgn. 

examples  of  feudal  fucccflion.     A  fovereign  was,bnd,a^^* 

a  indeed  ^^^"^^  ^^ 

3  #  *""^^^>  Edward. 

•  Fprdun.  XL  26:— Hed.  Bocth.  XIV.  Fo.  305  :— He- 
mingford  97. 
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cn*^  ni'*  indeed,  in  this  age,  rarely  fecure  agaiixft  the  rcft- 
v^'v-s^  leflhefs  or  ambition  of  his  great  vaffals  :  But,  it  is 
likewife  true,  that,  when  a  vaflfal  flood  in  the  way 
of  his  fovereign's  ambition,  o^  had  provoked  his 
refentment  or  jealoufy  ;  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  for 
this  vaffal,  whatever  his  humility  or  prudence,  fo 
to  conduct  himfelf,  as  that  he  ihould  not  foon  af- 
ford legal  pretexts  againft  him,  for  the  forfeiture 
of  his  fieff,  and  the  ruin  of  his  femily.  Edward 
could  not  but  have  forefeen,  at  the  time  when  he 
artfully  reduced  Scotland  to  a  feudal  dependence 
on  the  Engliih  Crown ;  that  pretences  would 
fpeedily  be  found,  for  feizing  this  regal  fieff,  as  a 
forfeiture,  and  abolifhing  the  Scottifh  monarchy. 
Bruce  quickly  learned,  that  he  had  little  advanced 
his  own  hopes  by  contributing  to  the  overthrow  of 
BallioL  **  Have  we  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to 
**  conquer  kingdoms  for  you  ?"  faid  Edward  to  him, 
contemptuoufly  ;  when  he  humbly  mentioned  his 
claims  to  the  forfeited  fieff;  fmce  he  was  at  leaft 
after  Balliol,  the  next  heir  to  the  Scottifh  throne. 
Edward  now  eftecmed  himfelf  fovereign  of  the 
whole  ifle  ;  and  determined  to  hold  faft,  what  his 
arms  and  policy  had  thus  gained*. 

•   •  Chap. 

♦  Fordun.  Lib.  XL  Cap^  ay,  &c. 
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,  Chapter  17. 

Englijh  Ufurpation  ;  and  Efforts  oj^  Wallace. 

JLiDWARD,  having  thus  broken  the  ftrcngth,  and  ^'  ^- 
conqucred  the  oppofition  of  the  Scots,  purfued  notidward 
his  fuccefs  farther  northwards,  than  to  the  burgh  Berwick, 
of  Elgin,  The  Scottifli  Clergy  and  Barons  ;  ter- 
rified by  the  irrefiftible  progrefs  of  his  arms,  and 
encouraged  by  his  artful  and  oftcntatious  clemen- 
cy ;  eagerly  followed  the  example  of.  Balliol  and 
the  Comyns,  made  their  fubmiflions  to  the  con- 
queror, andj^^with  a  facility  little  worthy  of  confi- 
dence, acknowledged  themfelves,  his  vaiTals.  Re- 
turning fouthward;  he  fuffered  his  foldiers  to 
raniack  and  pillage  the  repofitories  of  the  ancient 
Abbey  of  Scone;  which  had  been,  long,  the  aj^ro- 
priated  fcene  of  the  folemn  inauguration  of  the  fuc- 
ceffors  to  the  Scottifli  fovereignty ;  and  he  fent  from 
Scone  to  Weftminfter,  the  famous  ftone ;  a  mo- 
nument of  the  primary  rudenefs  and  fimplicity  of 
the  Scots ;  on  which  each  fucceeding  King  had 
been  wont  to  be  feated,  while  the  Crown  was  firft 
fet  upon  his  head  ;  and  which  the  Scottifli  nation 
are  faid  to  have  regarded,  ^  a  pledge  of  eternal 
freedom  and  empire*  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
a  prince  ib  vigilant,  ^ufpicious,  and  politic ;  re- 
membering 
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i?icT.  I.  membering  the  ufe  which  had  been  made  of  rc- 
c^iivO  (;ords,  forged  or  genuine,  in  the  late  conteft  for 
the  fucceffion ;  might,  at  this  time,  carry  away,  or 
deflroy,  any  writings  falling  into  his  hands,  at 
Scone  or  elfewhere,  which  feemed  to  afford  evi- 
dence of  the  ancient  independency  of  the  Scots,  in 
contradiction  to  his  own  pretcnlions. — His  prefencc 
not  being  neceffary  to  reduce  the  weftern  diftrifts 
into  obedience  to  his  authority  ;  he  proceeded, 
inrithout  delay,  from  Scone,  to  Berwick*, 

Tranfac-       At  Bcrwick,  Edward  a*embled  his  Great  Coun- 

^Sti^   cilj  and  applied  himfelf  to  reward  the  companions 

«  B^J!!'    of  his  fuccefs,  and  to  impofe  laws  on  the  vanquifii- 

wick.       ed.     However  the  native  fentiments  of  his  hearty 

might  be  warped  and  perverted  by  ambition,  and 

*  the  pradtice  of  reigning  ;  he  was  not  deftitute  of 

fuch  virtues  as  are  compatible  with  the  fury  of 

martial  heroifm,  or  with  the  artifices  of  political 

cunning.     Content  with  the  general  and  renewed 

homage  of  the  Clergy  and  Barons  of  Scotland  i 

he  reftored  to  them,  their  cftates,  wherever  thefe 

had  been  forfeited,  or  taken  poffeffion  of,  in  his 

name.     To  the  wives  of  the  prifoners,  and  the 

widows  of  the  flain,  he  allotted  a  liberal  income, 

out  of  the  eftates  of  their  hufbands*.     Even  the 

earldoms, 

*  Fcedcra  II.  720: — Fordun.  XI.  26: — Hemingford  I. 

100  : — Chart.  Scon.  26  : — Fadcra  II.  728,  &c. 
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earldoms,  fheriffdoms,  and  other  ofEces  of  jurif-SECT.j. 
iiiclion,  were,  for  the  moft  part,  left  in  the  hands  \ 
cf  the  fame  pcrfons  by  whom  their  funftions  haJ 
been  difcharged,  under  Balliol.  In  reward  for  the 
firvices  of  the  clergy  of  Durham,  who  had  fuppli- 
eJ  his  troops  with  provifions,  accompanied  his  ex- 
pedition, and  fervently  prayed  for  its  fuccefs  ;  as 
well  as  in  feeming  gratitude  to  heaven,  for  vidlories 
which  were  efteemed  to  have  been  gained,  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  holy  Cuthbcrt,  and  other  faints  ; 
Idward  now  afligned  to  the  monks  of  Durham,  an 
annual  penfion  of  forty  pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  revenues  of  Scotland  :  This  penfion,  thefe 
mcnks  were  to  expend  in  keeping  two  large  wax- 
candles  continually  burning  before  Saint  Cuthbert's 
ihrine ;  and  in  diftributing,  twice  a  year,  one  penny 
to  each  of  three  thoufand  poor,  who  fhould  be  in- 
vited t6  their  gates.  Grimmelby,  a  Clergyman, 
vho,  in  the  late  expedition,  had  borne  the  facred 
banner  of  Saint  John  of  Beverley,  before  the  vic- 
torious army,  obtained  from  the  Kiijg  a  folemn 
promife  of  prefentation  to  the  firft  benefice,  of 
twenty  pounds,  yearly  revenue,  that  fhould  become 
vacant  in  the  conquered  country.  De  Warenne, 
de  Creflingham,  and  Ormefby,  were  appointed, 
refpeftively.  Governor,  Treafurer,  and  Jufticiary 
cf  Scotland ;  and  the  keeping  of  the  Scottifh  caftles 
cf  Roxburgh,  Berwick,  Jedburgh,  Edinburgh,  and 
A) r,  With  authority  ovpr  the  adjacent  territories. 
Vol*  IL  G  wer* 
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c'^Tv*  ^  ^^^^  ^^'^  confided  to  fo  many  Englifhmen.  When 
\^00^>n^  the  King  had  thus  fettled  the  affairs  of  Scotland ; 
he  went  fouthward,  whither  the  concerns  of  his 
kingdom  called  him  ;  and  left  the  government  of 
the  newly-acquired  dominions,  to  be  adminiftered 
by  his  fervants*. 

But,  the  ceffion  of  their  caftles,  the  allegiance 
they  had  fworn,  the  clemency  which  they  had  ex- 
perienced, could  not  make  the  whole  Scottish  na- 
tion fit  down,  content  and  unrefifting,  under  the 
circum-   Englifli  yoke.     It  was  a  ftrong  feature  in  the  cha- 
fa^°?rabic^^^^^  of  this  Hide  Age,  to  undertake,  and  again 
^ft^^^roT*'^^  renounce  the  moft  folcmn  engagements,  lightly. 
meat  of    Superior  force  mrght,  at  any  time,  command  the 
authority  fubmiffion  of  a  weaker  adverfary ;  but,  the  fanc- 
iMid!°**    tions,  whether  of  law,  or  of  religion,  were  infuffi- 
cient  to  preferve  the  fidelity  of  thofe  whofe  alliance 
or  obedience  had  been  thus  roughly  won,  after 
the  impofing  force  was  withdrawn.     The  great 
Barons  of  Scotland,  not  having,  themfelves,  undif- 
puted  authority  over  all  its  meaner  inhabitants, 
could  not,  however  willing,  bring  thcfe  to  fubmit, 
at  once,  to  the  Englifli.     Although  Edward's  fer- 
vants had  fecure  pofleffion  of  the  principal,  fortified 

places 

*  Prynnc,  III.  652  : — Foedera  IL  723*  727.  ^^29  : — For- 
dun.  XL  2J: — Fcerfcra,  730,.  731,  732: — Hemingford  I. 
103.  118. 
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places  within  the  ScottifliterritQries;  yet,  the  coun-|"^^c''.j. 
try  ftill  afforded  many  natural  ftrong-holds  and,.*^v%j 
faftnefles,  from  which  its  native  inhabitants  might 
bid  defiance  to  ftrangers.    Even  the  mutual  re- 
pugnancy  of  their  tempers  and  fpirits,  would  have 
been  fufEcient,  without  the  co-operation  of  any 
other  caufe,  to  excite  diffenfion  between  the  Scots 
and  the  Englifh,  and  to  drive  the  former  into  re- 
bellion,  where  the  latter  were  the  lords.     Since . 
the  death  of  Alexander,  the  Scots  had  not  been 
regularly  obedient  to  the  redraints  and  the  fubor- 
dination  of  government ;  and  they  were,  therefore, 
liable  to  feel  themfelves,  fo  much  the  fooner,  galled 
by  a  yoke  feverely  impofed  by  foreign  hands. 

Influenced  by  fuch  circumftances  and  paffions,incfficacy 
the  Scots  were,  already,  almofl:  ripe  for  a  general  u{h  go^^' 
revolt.    Wherever  the  Englifli  were  ftationed,  over  JjJ,^"^^  • 
the  country,  tumults  and  affrays  foon  arofe  between?*^"**  5  *»^ 

;  .  rr  rr  j^      m        %  infurrcc- 

them  and  its  native  poueuors.  Cremngham,  onetioxu. 
of  the  three  principal  Englifh  minifters,  was  proud, 
ignorant,  and  voluptuous  :  Ormelby  became  odi- 
ous for  his  cruel  feverity :  Warenne  had  retired 
into  the  North  of  England,  Bands  of  outlawed 
Scots  wandered  through  the  land ;  intercepted  and 
feized  the  convoys  of  provifions  belonging  to  the 
Englifli ;  and  whenever  they  could  come,  by  fur- 
prife,  upon  any  flender  or  ftraggling  party  of  Eng- 
liih  foldiers,  furioufly  attacked^  and  cut  them  in 

pieces. 
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cL^^iv'  pieces.  The  cruelties  and  precautions  of  the  Kng- 
U^^ysj  lifli'were,  everyday,  multiplied;  but,  inftead  of 
repreffing,  ferved  only  to  (Irengthen  the  refiftance 
of  the  Scots,  and  to  exafperate  their  difcontent. 
Thofe  who  made  open  oppofition  to  the  oppreffors, 
were  feci etly  favoured  and  encouraged  by  the  reft 
of  their  countrymen,  who  had  not  yet  dared  to 
aiTert  their  freedom,  with  the  fame  bold  valour. 
From  outlaws  and  mean  perfons,  the  fpirit  of  re- 
volt, foon  afcended  to  thofe  very  nobles,  who  had 
been  lately  the  moft  forward  in  their  fiibmiffion  to 
'  Edward*. 

charaaer  Yet,  thcfc  difcontents  and  this  oppofition  might 
lace.  have  paffed,  -without  producing  any  ufeful  or  per- 
manent effedbs ;  had  not  a  Hero  arifen,  to  vindicate 
the  liberties  of  Scotland,  whofe  rank  was  fo  mean, 
and  his  poffeffions  fo  fmall,  as  to  place  him  below 
the  atmofphere  of  thofe  intrigues,  by  which  moft 
of  the  Scottifh  nobles  were  feduced  to  betray  their 
country  for  the  fake  of  private  advantage  to  them- 
felves  ;  whole  fortune,  powers,  and  perfonal  abili- 
ties were,  therefore,  overlooked,  as  tooinconfider- 
able  to  deferve  either  to  be  gainecl  or  fupprefTed, 
till  he  h?d  injured  the  Englifli,  beyond  the  hopes 
of  forgivenefs  j  whofe  gigantic  ftrength,  dauntlefs 

ferocity 

*    Hcmingford   I.    no: — Trivet.    299: — A.   Winton, 
Chrcn  :^Fordun.  XI.  28  :— Harry's  Life  of  Wallace. 
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ferocity  of  fpirit,  unmatched  dexterity  and  (kill  i; 
the  exercifes  of  war,  the  generofity  of  his  nature 
and  the  captivating,  yet  overawing  fuperiority  of 
his  genius,  won  his  countrymen  to  enlift  themfelves 
under  his  proteftion  and  command,  and  at  the 
fame  time  enabled  him  talead  them,  with  viftory, 
through  the  moft  defperate  enterprlzes  againft  their 
enemies  ;  whofe  foul,  a  ftranger  to  fordid  and  fcl- 
fifli  cares,  burned,  only,  with  inextinguifhable  ha- 
tred againft  the  Engliih,  with  a  lofty  and  paflionate 
confcioufnefs  of  the  powers  which  he  bore  with- 
in himfelf,  with  ardour  for  martial  glory,  with  a 
love  of  his  country,  furviving  every  variety  of  for- 
tune, and  to  expire,  but  with  his  lateft  breath*. 

Such  was  William  Wallace.   He  appears  tonu  umu 
have  been  the  fon  of  a  fmall  landholder,  who  pof-I-'^^yTf 
fefled  the  eftate  of  Ellerflee,  near  Paifley,  in  the^^^f^^^^j^^ 
Ihirc  of  Renfrew.     It  is.  probable,  that,  in  the  pro->^»Kiifl»; 
grcfs  of  his  years,  he  had  not  greatly  exceeded  thecntcr- 
age  of  opening  manhood,  at  the  time  when  his^""*'    , 
country  was  fubdued  by  the  Englifli.     Moved  by 
the  native  boldnefs  and  gallantry  of  his  fpirit,  by 
the  injuries  of  his  family,  or  perhaps  by  the  un- 
happy effects  of  fome  fudden  and  accidental  ren- 
counters ;  he  foon  proved  himfelf,  the  terrible  and 
irreconcileable  enemy  of  thofe  conquerors  and  op- 

preffors 

*  Fordun.  XI.  28 :— Blind  Harry,  paflim,  S:c.  &c. 
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Sect.  I.  preffoFS  of  Scotland.  Many  of  his  firft  deeds  of 
u«>-v^o  heroifm,  although  imperfe^ly  commemorated  in 
the  rude  and  doubtful  tale  of  the  minftrel ;  have, 
unluckily,  been  prefcrved  by  no  records,  upon  the 
evidence  of  which,  they  might  be  confidently  re- 
ceived into  the  pages  of  authentic  hiftory.  But, 
within  lefs  than  a  year  after  the  late  conqueft,  he 
had  made  himfelf  ,fo  advantageoufly  known  to  his 
countrymen  ;  that  he  was  joined  by  a  number  of 
paitizans ;  among  whom  was  Sir  William  Dou- 
glas, with  fome  others  of  confiderable  rank*.' 

He  draws      J'^  ^hc  month  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
together  a^^.^  huudrcd  and  ninety-feven,  Wallace  and  his 

numerous  J  ' 

•''^y-      followers  made  a  bold  attempt  to  furprize  Ormefby, 
^the  Englifli  Jufticiary,  while  he  held  his  Court  at 
A.  o.    Scone.     Ormefby,  with  difficulty,  cfcaped }  leav- 
■**^'    ing  Scone  and  the  neighbouring  territory  in  the 
power  of  the  Scottifh  infurgents.     Fluflied  with 
this  fuccefs,  Wallace  now  purfued,  and  harrafied 
or  cut*ofF  the  Englifli,  wherever  they  were  not  fe- 
cure  within  fortifications  impregnable  to  any  force 
or  means  of  affault  that  he  could,  as  yet,  bring 
againit  them.     Every  daring  and  fortunate  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  engaged,  brought  more  illuftri- 
ous  aflbciates  to  aid  his  patriot  efforts,  and  new 
bands  of  warriours,  to  fight  under  his  banner. 

From 

*  ForduiL  ut  fupra  :— Blind  Harry,  pafEmh 
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From  the  north-eaft,  he  paffed  towards  the  weftcm^'C""-  ^ 
diftrids  of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  as  he  proceeded, u^-^v-^or 
the  terrour  or  glory  of  his  name,  hatred  of  the 
EngKfh,  or  perhaps  rekindling  virtue,  added  to 
his  adherents,  almoft  every  ^diftinguiflied  charafter 
among  the  Scottifh  nobility  ;  till  his  force  was,  at 
length,  augmented  to  a  numerous  army.  Even 
young  Bruce,  the  grandfon  of  the  Competitor^  de- 
ceiving the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh,  fled  from 
among  them ;  renounced,  with  indignatiort,  the 
allegiance  he  had  vowed  to  Edward ;  ardently  cm- 
braced  the  caufe  of  his  country,  and  drew  his  fword 
with  Wallace*. 

The  Engliifli  were  awakened  by  thefe  events,Thi«  amy 
from^  their  dream  of  final  conqueft,  and  fecurefhJ^^!"^ 
polTeflion.      Their  King  was  now  abfent,  on  a^'^'^''*^ 
fruitlefs  expedition  to  recover   the  Province  ofirvinc; 
Guienne,  in  France ;  which  had  been  lately  wref-pcrftd, 
ted  from  him,  by  the  crafty  policy  of  the  French 
King,     But,  Warenne,  who  had  been  left  gover- 
nor of  Scotland,  haftily  muftered  a  body  of  troops, 
and  difpatched  them,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Henry  Piercy  and  Sir  Robert  Clifford,  to  overtake 
the  Scottifh  infurgents  in  their  progrefs  through 
the  weft  em  diftrifts,  and  to  crufh  their  rebellion. 

When 

•  Hcmingford  I.  118,  119 : — ^Trivet.  299  :--ForcIun.  XL 
21,  &c. 
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Sect.  I.  When  the  EngHfh  came  up,  the  Scottifli  army  was 
advantageoufly  pofted  on  a  hill,  near  the  town  of 
Irvine  ;  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  infurreftion  was 
there  aflembled,  and  they  out-numbered  the  enemy; 
Wallace  was  at  their  head,  or  among  their  princi- 
pal leaders  j  in  that  courage  which  confifts  in  fear- 
lefsnefs  of  perfonal  danger,  and  in  fury  againft  the 
foe,  they  were  not  deficient.  But,  few  of  them 
were  accoutred  with  compleat,  defenfive  armour, 
or  wore  3ny  formidable  weapons  for  offence  ;  they 
were  diforderly,  and  of  tempers  too  impatieht,  to 
endure  the  reftraints  of  difcipline  ;  having  aflem- 
bled fpontaneoufly,  they  acknowledged  no  juft, 
military  fubordination  ;  in  the  face  of  an  Englifh 
army,  fome  of  the  affociates  of  Wallace,  again 
wavered  in  their  choice  between  patriotifm  and 
fervitude ;  and  amidft  the  general  confufion,  dif- 
cord,  and  irrefolution  of  the  Scottifli  troops,  Rich- 
ard de  Lundin,  one  of  their  chieftains,  openly 
deferted,  with  his  friends  and  followers,  to  the 
enem^.  The  example  was,  in  part,  quickly  imi- 
tated by  Bruce,,  the  Stewart,  Lindfay,  and  Dou- 
glas ;  who,  with  their  adherents,  made  fubmiflion 
to  Edward^s  officers,  and  thus  obtained  their  par- 
don, and  were,  once  more  reconciled  to  the  Eng- 
glifh  government.  For  the  fidelity  of  Bruce  to 
this  new  engagement,  fureties  were  required  ;  and 
it  was  agreed,  that  he  fhould,  aflbon  as  polTible, 
free  thef&,  by  delivering  his  d?.ughter  Marjory,  into 
I    •  the 
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the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  as  an  hoftage.     Without  ^"ct  i. 
a  battle,  the  ftrength  of  the  Scottiih  infurgents,v.«p^yO 
was,  in  this  manner,  broken ;  and  the  authority  of 
the  Englifli,  irrefiftibly  reftored  in  the  Weftern 
and  Southern  parts  of  Scotland*. 

Yet,  Wallace  was  ftill  unconquered,  unawed, 
uncorrupted.     He  had  taken  no  part  in  thofe  ne- 
gotiations of  his  irrefolute  and  fickle  aflbciates ; 
and  he  fcomfiilly  refufed  to  accede  to  their  treaty. 
Abandoned  by  almoft  all  his  late  adherents ;  he  Heroic 
now,  thought,  only,  how  he  might  beft  efcape  the^f^f^ 
purfuit,  and  annoy  the  authority  of  the  Englifli,  Jf^^J^^|°  ^j■ 
by  his  fingle  exertions  ;  and  how  he  might,  moftc*«f«. 
fuccefsfully  mufter  another  force,  to  befiege  their 
caftles,  or  meet  their  armies  in  the  field.     He  re-i 
tired,  through  Lennox,  to  the  northern  provinces 
of  the  kingdom,  lying  beyond  the  ifthmus  betweeir 
the  Forth  and  the  Clyde.    New  followers  foon 
joined  him ;  he  was  ardently  admired,  as  the  only 
faithful  defender  of  the  liberties  of  his  country ; 
thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  forfaken,  were  exe-      v 
crated,  as  its  cowardly  betrayers.     Even  the  vaf- 
fals  and  dependents  of  Douglas,  and  the  other 
barons  who  had  made  their  peace  with  Edward's 
niinifters,  foon  returned,  to  follow  Wallace,  in  con- 

VoL.  II.  H  tempt 

*  Hemingford  I,  122,  1231  124: — Foedera  II.  774,  7751 
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Vh^v  ^^"^P^  ^^  ^^^  fealty  claimed  by  their  lords.  The 
i^f^r-^  authors  of  the  treaty,  unable  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
meats^  and  not  fuiding  themfelves  ia  fafety  among 
their,  enraged  countrymen,  furrendered  their  per- 
fons  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli*  Wallace,  after 
executing,  feveral  lefs  important  enterprizes,  led 
his  incrcafing  forces,  to  beliege  the  town  of  Dun- 
dee*- 

Warenne,  Creffingham,  and  the  other  Englifli 
kaderSj  in  the  mean  time,  prepared  to  purfue  Wal- 
lace into  the  North ;   and  advanced,  with  their 
army,  towards  Stirling.     At  the  news  of  their  ap- 
Waiiacc    proach  ;  Wallace,  relinquifliing  the  fiege  of  Dun- 
followers  dee,  haftened  to  guard  the  important  pafs  between 
?ngiimlt  ^he  Ochil  Hills,  and  the  Grampian  Mountains  ; 
Stirling.    ^^  while  the  Englifl^  army  came  on,  to  crofs  the 
Forth,  by  the  bridge  at  Stirling,  they  fuddcnly  be- 
held the  defenders  of  Scottiffa  freedom,  pofled  on 
a  rifmg  ground  near  the  Abbey  of  Cambuikenneth, 
up.v^  ready  to  oppofe  their  paffage.     Warenne  was 
viiiin^:';  afjain-  to  try  the  fame  arts  of  negotiation 
by  v.hich  his  lieutenants  had  broken  and  difperfed 
the  Scottifli  army,  at  Irvine.     But,  Wallace  was 
not  now,  as  then,  furrounded  by  perfidious  and 
wavering  barons,  by  whom  his  firm  purpofes  might 
have  been  thwarted  or  controuled.     Sir  Andrew 

Moray 

♦  Heiningford  J.  1^4:— Trivet.  300: — Fordun.  XL  29* 
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Moray  of  Bothwell,  the  moft  eminent  among'  theS«cT.  1. 
companions  of  his  prefent  enterprize,  was  fteady 
and  trdent  in  his  patriotiftn,  as  Wallace  ;  incapa- 
ble of  abandoning  his  friend  and  leader ;  of  of  be- 
traying the  caufe  of  his  country.  To  twofriars^ 
fent  by  Warenne,  to  offer  fair  conditions  of  peace 
and  mutual  reconciliation ,  the  only  anfwer  of 
Wallace  and  his  followers,  was  ;  "  Go,  tell  your 
**  mafters,  we  came  not  here,  to  treat,  but  to  fight, 
**  and  fet  Scotland  free  :  Let  them  advance :  We 
"  bid  them  defiance.*'  It  was  peculiarly  fortunate^ 
that  the  Scots,  impatient  as  they  were,  for  bat  tie  j 
could,  for  this  once,  be  perfuaded  to  await  the  at- 
tack  of  the  enemy;  without  rufliing,  with  mad 
precipitation,  to  begin  the  combat  under  local  dif- 
advantages.  At  the  entrance  of  a  pafs  between 
mountains  j  on  a  rifing  ground ;  having,  on  their 
front,  a  river,  which  could  not  be  readily  croffed, 
otherwife,  than  by  a  narrow,  wooden  bridge  ;  the 
Scots  poffefled  advantages  of  pofture,  more  than 
fufficienttd  compenfate  their  inferiority  in  num- 
bers, difcipline,  and  martial  equipment*. 

The  Englilh  commanders,  difappointed  in  their 
attempts  to  difperfc  the  Scottifli  force  by  negotia* 
tion  ;  now  hefitated  and  difagreed  in  their  coun- 

fels ; 

•  Hetningford  L  126,  127: — ^Trivet.  307  i — Fordtfn. 
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c'^W"    ^^'^  *  ^^^  knowing,  how  to  draw  the  Scots  into  an 
u«-^>^^  equal  engagement;  yet  being  indignant  at  their 
defiance ;  and  impatient  to  anfwer  it  with  defeat 
CounciU  and  ilaughter.     The  Englifh  army,  if  it  ihould  at- 
Engiifh     tempt  to  march  along  the  bridge,  in  a  fingle  file, 
Lcadcrt.  ^^  order  to  attack  the  Scots  in  their  camp ;  would 
thus  forfeit  the  benefit  of  its  fuperjority  in  num- 
bers; and  would,  mou  probably,  perifh,  piecemeal, 
by  the  fury  of  the  Scots.     It  would  be  difgraceful; 
perhaps,  for  want  of  forage  and  provifiotis,.impof- 
fible;  for  the  Englifli,  to  remain  inadive  at  Stirling, 
till  Wallace's  army  ihould  be  difTolved  .by  diflen- 
fion  or   hunger.     Were  the  Englifli   leaders  1to 
withdraw  their  forces  from  Stirling,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  penetrate  into  the  North  of  Scotland  by 
fome  different  paffage  ;  Wallace  might  then  rufh 
into  the  fouthern  counties;  wafte  and  occupy  thefe, 
at  his  pleafure;  and  preclude  the  return  of  the 
Englifl),  till  they  fliould  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  their 
enemies,  among  the  unknown  marflies  and  moun- 
tains of  the  Scottifli  Highlands.     Richard  de  Lun- 
din,  now  with  the  Englifli,  and  faithful  to  their 
interefts,  propofed  tp  condud  a  part  of  the  army 
yup  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  a  ford,  by  which  they 
might  pafs,  in  a  body,  and  with  little  danger. 
But,  he  was  a  Scot ;  and  not  to  be  truflied,  in  his 
own  country,  and  fo  near  to  his  countrymen.    De- 
liberation proved  fr uitlefs.  Defpifing  enemies  whom 
they  had  been,  for  fome  time,  accuftomed  to  con- 
quer; 
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quer  ;  and  urged  on,  by  the  ignorant  and  foolifh^'cr-'- 
impetuofity  of  Creffingham  ;  the  Englifli,  at  laft, 
determined  to  file  along  the  bridge,  at  whatever 
peril,  and  to  attack  the  Scots  in  their  camp*. 

As  the  Englifh  forces,  with  Creffingham  at  theirB«ttic«f 
head,  began  to  crofs  t\2  river ;  Wallace  flowly  ied^^**^"^ 
down  his  troops,  and  advanced  to  meet  them* 
Ere  half  the  Englifh  army  could  pafs  the  bridge; 
while  thofe  who  had  paffed,  were  ftill  on  unequal 
ground,  in  difordtr,  crowded  together,  and  unable 
to  ufe  their  arms ;  the  Scots  rufhed  up)on  them, 
^th  an  onfet,  irregular,  but  inconceivably  impe- 
tuous. Tha  confufion  of  the  Englifh ;  now,  re- 
ceding at  one  end  of  the  bridge ;  at  the  other,  ad- 
vancing; here  flruggling  to  expand  themfelves 
into  the  order  of  battle ;  there,  already  turning 
their  backs  to  the  furious  foe ;  expofed  them,  help- 
lefsly,  to  almofl  unrefifled  flaughter.  The  boafling 
Creffingham  was  among  the  firfl  that  fell ;  and 
the  Scots  even  wreaked  their  rage,  in  hacking  and 
mangling  his  lifelefs  corpfe.  Amidfl  the  tumult 
of  the  battle,  the  wooden  bridge  was  broken  down; 
and  the  Englifh  who  had  crofled  the  river,  were 
thus  left  a  prey  to  the  Scots,  without  the  pofSbili- 
ty  of  efcape  ;  while  Warenne  and  that  part  of  his  a.  d, 
army,  which  remained  on  the  oppofite  bank,  could    *^^'" 

only 

♦  Hemingford  : — ^Trivet :-— Fordun.  ut  ftipra. 
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Sect.  I.    only  behold  the  carnage,  with  forrow,  tcfrdur,  and 

c^v-i^  unavailing  rage.      Their  predominant  emotions 

were,  of  terrour.     They  burnt  their  tents ;  aban^ 

doned  their  baggage  ;  i  and  faaftened  back,  in  di- 

forderly  flight,  to  Berwick  *. 

Dcatk  of  The  Scots  atchieved  this/ignal  vi£l:ory,  without 
of  Both-  fufFering  any  confiderable  lofs  in  the  battle-  But, 
^   '       among  the  few  who  fell,  was  the  brave  Andrew 

Moray  of  Bothwell,  the  mod  faithful  companion 

of  Wallace's  heroic  cntcrprizesf, 

Confc-^  The  news  of  the  difcomfiture  and  flight  of  the 
thcvSo%Englifli  army,  was  foon  known  throughout  Scot- 
at Stirling. i^d^  -All  who  had  hitherto  borne' the  Englifli 
yoke,  without  refifl:ance ;  or  had  been  but  fecretly 
or  partially,  the  partizans  of  Scgttifli  freedom ;  now 
took  arms ;  and  eagerly  haftened  to  join  the  heroes 
who  had  conquered  at  Stirling  ;  or  ftormed  thofe 
cafi-les  which  were  ftill  held  for  Edward,  in  differ* 
,  ent  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Wallace  wafted  no 
time  in  idle  triumph,  or  in  vain  lamentation  for 
his  fallen  friends.  From  Stirling,  he  impatiently 
returned,  to  renew  the  fiege  of  the  caftle  of  Pun- 
dee.  It  was  furrendered  by  the  garrifon,  afibon 
as  they  faw  him  and  his  vidorious  followers,  again 
appear  before  its  ramparts, — with  weapons  ftill  red 
with  the  blood  of  their  flaughtered  countrymen* 
The  other  caftles  and  ftrongholds,  were,  in  a  like 

manner, 
*  Hemlngford  I.  127.  130: — Fordun.  XL  29. 
f  Fordun.  XL  29* 


Boosni.]     fflSTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  63 

manner,  recoveired;  and  their  Engliih  garrifons^^c"^- '• 
were  mafiacred^  made  prifbners,  or  driven  awayL^rv^^^^ 
in  terriied  flight.  Scotland  was  thus,  ,once  more 
freed  from  the  tyranny  of  a  foreign  mailer ;  and 
the  power  of  its  government,  remained,  for  a  time, 
with  Walbce  and  his  followers,  its  deliverers. 
Wallace  ;  by  a  fort  of  irregular  affumption  or  ap- 
pointment, founded  in  the  exigencies  of  the  time  ; 
and  in  the  plaufive  confent  of  thofe  who  had  fought 
and  conquered  with  him ;  became,  in  name  and 
in  authority.  Regent  of  the  kingdom ;  while  he 
and  the  whole  nation  (till  profefled  allegiailce  to 
the  exiled  Balliol ;  and  declared,  that  their  conteft 
was  not  Itk  for  his  rights,  than  for  their  own*. 

But,  thefe  gallant  votaries  of  what  they  con-TheScou 
ceived  to  be  Freedom,  now  faw  their  country  ter- England, 
ribly  afflifted,  and  themfclves  in  danger  of  perlfh- 
ing,  by  a  famine, ;  the  neceffaty  confequence  of 
the  continued  devaftations  of  war,  in  a  land,  natu- 
rally fo  little  fertile^  and  fo  uncultivated.  To  fup- 
ply  their  wants,  therefore,  out  of  the  fpoil  of  their 
enemies  ;  and  to  retaliate  the  miferies  which  had 
been  inflifted  on  themfelves ;  they,  with  one  accord, 
determined  to  invade  England,  Berwick  was  quick- 
ly retaken.  And,  almoft  all  the  military  force  that 
Scotland  could  mufter,  pouring,  furious  and  unre- 
fifted,  into  the  northern  counties  of  England ;  did 
not  merely  ravage  thefe  diftrids  by  a  hafty  and 

paffing 

*  For  dun.  XI.  29  : — iVnderfon,  Diplomata^  Plate  44. 
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pafling  incurfion  ;  but,  like  an  hoft  of  Idcufts,  con- 
fumed  every  thing  over  the  face  of  the  country, 
which  could  ferve  for-fuftenance  to  man  or  beaft  ; 
nor  returned  home,  till  they  had  reduced  it  to  a 
ftate  of  extreme  defolation.  Wallace,  with  little 
fuccefs,  ftrove  to  reftrain  his  followers  and  fellow- 
foldrers,  from  outrages  againft  women,  children, 
and  ec^lefiaftics.  His  proteftion  was  infufficient 
to  fave  perfons  or  property  from  the  fury  and  ra- 
pacity of  his  troops,  unlefs  where  he  was,  himfelf, 
;  immediately  prefent.    *^  Only  with  mej"  faid  he 

to  the  monks  of  Hexham,  complaining  of  the  ra- 
pacious violence  of  the  Scottifli  army  j  *'  only  with 
*^  me,  can  you  be  fafe."  But,  Edward  was' pur- 
fuing  his  wars  in  Flanders  ;  and,  no  Englifii  army 
came,  to  meet,  and  drive  away  the  fpoilers.  After 
defolating  the  Englifh  territories,  as  far  fouthward, 
as  he  could  prudently  venture  to  advance  ;  Wal- 
lace led  his  forces  back  into  Scotland,  in  the  exul- 
tation of  triumph,  and  with  abundance  of  booty% 

In  the  mean  time,  Edward  returned  from  Flan-i 

derar;  weary  of  an  expedition,  of  the  objefls  of 

A  D.    which,  he  had  been  difappointed;  and  called  home^ 

''^    by  the  cries  of  his  Enghfli  fubjeds,  to  proted  them 

The  Eng-  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Scots.     He,  in  vain, 

pajv^'  fummoncd  the  Scottifli  Barons  to  attend  a  Parlia- 

^^^^  ment,  which  he  appointed  to  be  held  in  the  city 

of  York.     Even  his  Englifli  Barons,  taking  a.d-» 

vantage 
*   Hemingford  I.  131.  136,  &c. 
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vantage  pf  the  prefent  fituation  of  his  affairs,  ex- sect.  i. 
torted  from  him,  in  this  Parliament,  fome  concef*<.^^v^ 
fions,  favourabk  to  their  liberties,  by  which  his 
pride  was,  not  a  little,  mortified,  and  his  power 
reft  ricked.  But,  after  thefe  tranfafkions,  the  Eng- 
lifh  eagerly  fecondedthe  indignation  of  their  King. 
Another  eonqueft  of  Scotland,  was  paffionately 
determined  upon.  An  Englifh  army  of  more  than 
feventy  thoufand  infantry  and  horfemen,  fpeedily 
advanced,  with  their  Sovereign  at  their  head,  to 
Berwick.  While  this  main  army  was  aflembling^ 
or  advancing  on  its  march ;  a  feparate  detachment, 
which  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  had  conduced  by 
fea,  to  the  coaft  of  Fife,  was  there  defeated  by 
Wallace*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Scots,  awar^  of  Edward's  The  Scot§ 
approach,  with  a  mightier  force,  endeavoured  to<iy  for 
mufter  all  their  ftrength,  to  oppofe  him.     Thef^nic.^^' 
mod  eminent  of  the  barons,  who  now  prepared, 
with  Wallace,  to  repulfe  this  formidable  invafion, 
were,  young  Comyn  of  Badenoch ;  Bruce  who 
had  once  more  deferted  from  the  Englifli,  to  the 
caufe  of  his  country;  Stewart  of  Bonkill;  Graham 
of  Abercorn  j  and  Macduff,  grand-unele  to  the 
young  Earl  of  Fife,  and  formerly,  the  adverfary  of 
Balliol.     Bruce,  with  his  vaiTals,  held  for  the  Scots, 
the  important  caftle  of  Ayr.     The  reft  haftily  drew 
together  their  followers,  in  the  interior  diftriftsf . 

Vol.  II.  I  Edward 

*  Hemingford  I.  144,  145.  159: — Arnaldi  Blair  Relaciones. 
t  Hcming.  I.  i66:^-Tri vet.  314  :-Winton:-Blind  Harry, &c. 
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Sect,  l       Edward  Came  onwards,  with  his  army.     The 
v^0^^r^  caftle  of  Dirleton,  alone,  offered  a  vigorous  refift- 
rnd^diffi'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  progrefs  through  the  fouth-eaft  coun- 
cuitics  of  ties.     It  at  length,  furrendered  to  Beck,  Bifhop  of 
iiOi  King,  Durham,  to  whom  its  fiege  had  been  committed. 
But,  Scotland,  laid  wafte,  equally  by  its  native  in- 
habitants, and  by  the  invaders,  could  no  longer 
afford  fuftenance  to  the  Englifh  hofl.     Until  his 
(hips,  laden  with  pro^afions,  which  followed  around 
the  weftem  coafts,  fliould  arrive  in  the  Frith  of 
Clyde ;  Edward  was  obliged  to  halt  on  his  march, 
and  to  make  his  troops  encamp  at  Kirklifton,  be- 
tween Edinburgh  and  Linlithgow.     Here,  the  in- 
fubordination  produced  by  the  general  dread,  that, 
while  faint  with  hunger,  they  might  fall  a  prey  to 
the  enemy ;  and  the  mutual  diflike  and  animofity 
Mutiny  in  prevailing  between  the  Welfh  and  the  Engliih  foU 
liih  ca^p.dier$  ;  were  fuddenly  inflamed  to  mutiny  and  tu- 
mult; in  which  the  Welfh  maffacred,  among  others 
A^D.    of  (he  Englifh,  no  fewer  than  eighteen  ecclefiaflics ; 
the  Englifh  oppofed,  and  retaliated  the  outrage, 
with  a  much  greater  flaughter  of  the  Welfh  j  and 
thf  Welfh  then  withdrew,  in  anger,  from  obedi- 
ence CO  the  King's  orders,  and  from  the  common 
camp.     Edward  ;  feeing  his  army  thus  diforderly 
and  difunited  ;  and  being  difappointed  of  the  arri- 
val of  his  fhips ;    was   reluctantly  compelled   to 
command  a  retreat.    But,  while  he  ifTued  his  orders 
for  this  purpofe,  news  was  brought  to  him,  that 

the 
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the  Scots  had  advanced,  in  great  force,  to  F2il-c"7v^' 
kirk*. 


Retreat,  with  an  hoftile  army  hanging  uponconfidcn- 
his  rear  ;  who  were  peculiarly  expert  in  defultory  wh^ch^Su 
and  irregular  fight ;  would  be,  inevitably  accom-^aTdcdl' 
panied  with  all  the  ruin  and  dilhonour  of  an  entire ***"**• 
defeat.     It  was  highly  probable,  that,  in  a  pitched 
battle,   the  imperfefk   armour,  the  raih  impetu- 
ofity,  and  the  diforder  of  the  Scots,  might  yield 
to  the  Engliih  army,  even  in  its  prefent  tem- 
per and  condition,  no  diiEcult  victory  over  them. 
In  the  circumftances  in  which  Edward  faw  himfelf 
placed,  any  thing  not  madly  defperate,  was  to  be 
tried ;  in  preference  to  a  flight ;  by  which,  the 
b<^>e3  of  Scotland,  would  have  been  loft  to  him ; 
by  which,  even  in  England,  the  previous  difcon« 
tents  of  his  fubjefts,  might  have  been  exafperated 
and  encouraged,  to  open  and  general  rebellion. 

Upok  fuch  confiderations,  Edward  was  induced 
to  countermand  the  orders  for  retreat,  and  to  turn 
his  march  againft  the  enemy.  On  a  heath  near 
Linlithgow,  his  foldiers,  halting,  paiTed  the  night, 
under  arms.  While  he  himfelf  flept  on  the  ground,  ' 
befide  his  war-horfe;  the  animal,  being  accidentally 
feared,  fu44enly  ftruck  its  matter,  with  fuch  vio-  • 

lence, 

♦  Trivet  312  :— Hcmingford  I.  x6j,  j62. 
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5£CT.  I.  lence,  as  to  break  two  of  his  ribs.     An  uDcertain 
alarm  was  imnriediately  fpread  through  the  army  ; 


H'  irads  and  confufioii  eiifued,  which  might  perhaps  have 
tn  attack  hurHcd  them  into  panic  flight ;  had  not  Edward, 
with  intrepid  promptitude  of  mind,  and  with  a 
magnanimous  difregard  of  bodily  pain,  mounted 
his  horfe ;  ihewed  himfelf,  as  uninjured,  to  his 
troops;  and  led  them  inftsmtly,  on,  to  battle*. 

Force  and  The  Scots  were  already  drawn  out,  in  battle- 
the  scof-  ^U'ray,  on  a  ftony  field,  near  Falkirk.  Wallace, 
tiih  anny.jmj  ^jjg  principal  barons  who  ftill  adhered  to  him, 
were  at  their  head.  The  fpearmen  were  fcattcred 
over  the  field,  in  little  circular  troops,  which  ex- 
tended, each,  around  it,  a  terrible  number  and 
length  of  pointed  weapons.  The  archers  were 
difFufed  through  the  intermediate  fpaces,  among 
the  troops  of  fpearmen.  Before,  was  a  morafs. 
Behind,  they  had  a  rcferA'ed  force  of  a  thoufand 
cavalry.  "  1  have  brought  you  to  the  ring;  dance, 
*'  if  you  can  ;"  was  the  (hort,  foldierly  addrefs, 
with  which  Wallace,  chidingly,  encouraged  his 
troops  to  generous  and  obftinate  valour,  in  the 
beginning  combat.  His  heroic  ardour,  and  his 
encouragements,  werfe  rendered  unavailing;  by 
the  inferiority  of  his  force ;  by  the  diffenfions  in 
•  his  army ;  and  particularly  by  the  jejloufy  with 

which 


*  Semingford  I.  163,  &c. 
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which  he  himfelf  now  began  to  be  regarded  by ^^^^^J- 
moil  of  the  Chieftains  ♦.  v,Arv^ 

The  ftrength  of  the  army  which  Edward  led 
on,  againil  the  Scotciih  fpear-men  and  archers, 
was  compofed  of  cavalry*  He  divided  them  into 
three  divifions  or  columns ;  one,  commanded  by 
Bigot,  Earl  Marihal ;  a  fecond,  by  Beck,  Bifhop 
of  Durham  ;  the  third,  under  the  immediate  or- 
ders of  the  King  himfelf.  Bigot,  urging  on,  with 
the  foremoft  divifion,  to  attack  the  Scots,  was  fud- 
denly  flopped  fliort,  by  the  impaflable  morafs,  be- 
hind which  they  had  polled  themfelves.  In  theTheUttie. 
mean  time.  Beck,  with  his  column,  avoiding  the 
morafs,  furioufly  attacked  the  left  flank  of  the 
Scottifli  infantry.  While  thefe  made  a  gallant  re-juiy22d« 
iiftance  to  the  onfet ;  they  were  aflailed,  on  the 
right,  by  the  troops  under  Bigot ;  which  had,  by 
this  time,  likewife  found  their  way  round  the  mo- 
rafs. The  Scottifli  troops  of  fpear-men  long  kept 
their  ground,  impenetrable  by  any  efforts  of  the 
Englilh  ;  the  archers,  with  their  long  bows,  made 
a  dreadful  havock  ;  but,  their  cavalry,  terrified  by 
the  numbers,  and  the  dreadful  afpe£l  of  the  full- 
armed  cavalry  of  the  Englifh ;  inftead  of  fupport- 
ing  the  infantry,  when  they  faw  them  forely  pref- 

fed; 

*  Hemingford  I.   163: — ^Walfmgham  75  :— M.  Wcftm. 
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Sect.  I.    fed  j  Withdrew,  with  bafe  cowardice  or  treachery, 
from  the  field  of  battle.     At  the  fame  time,  the 


whole  Englifli  army  came  Up,  to  fupport  their  two 
columns  which  had  begun  the  engagement.  All 
the  efforts  of  Wallace  and  his  brave  infantry,  were 
OTerpowered  by  numbers.  Stewart,  Macduff,  and 
Graham,  fell  on  the  field  of  battle.  Great  was 
the  carnage  of  their  followers,  who  fought  around 
them,  and,  even  ftrovc  to  proted  their  bleeding 
bodies,  after  they  had  fallen.  Wallace,  when  he 
faw  every  hope  loft,  endeavoured  to  rally  the 
broken  remains  of  his  army  ;  and  conducted  them 
by  the  way  of  Stirling ;  which  they  burnt ;  be- 
TbeEng-  yond  the  Forth.  This  vidory ;  gained  by  the 
^^  ^  Englifh,  without  the  lofs  of  any  diftinguilhed  per- 
fon  on  their'  fide,  except  Le  Jay,  Mafter  of  the  . 
Englifli  Templars, — and  the  Prior  of  Torphichen ; 
made  them  mafters  of  all  the  fouthern,  and  mid^ 
land  diftrifts  of  Scotland*. 

Yet,  the  difcomfiture  and  difperfion  of  the 
Scottifli  army,  left  the  Englifli  as  much  in  want  of 
provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  as  they  had  been, 
before.  The  expelled  fleet  did  not  arrive,  with  fup- 
plies.  After  proceeding  fo  far  into  the  wcftem  dif- 
trifts,  that  Bruce,  dreading  his  approach,  burnt  the 

caftl^ 

2 

*  Hemingford  I.  164,  165 :— Fordun,  XI.  34:— Trivet. 
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cattle  of  Ayr,  and  retired  precipitately  into  Car- ^ecr.  i, 
rick;  Edward  wa?,  then,  obliged  to  return  fouth-v 


ward,  leaft  his  viftorious  army  Ihould  pcnfh  by^^^^.^ 
famine.  As  he  paiTed  into  England,  he  wafted  ^^fi^-^**- 
Annandale,  the  paternal  eftate  of  the  Bruces ;  and 
took,  and  garrifoned  their  cattle  of  Lochmaben. 
But,  Galloway,  and  the  whole  country  beyond  the 
Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  remained  ftill  in  the 
polIeiEon  of  thofe  Scots  who  refufed  fubmiffion  to 
Edward's  authority,  and  refitted  his  arms*. 

While  Edward  was  buficd  in  England ;  with 
difficulty,  reftraining  or  foothing  the  difcontcnts  of 
his  fubje£ls,  and  enticing  them  by  lavifh  grants  of 
lands  in  Scotland,  to  aid  him  in  the  farther  con- 
qucft  of  this  kingdom :   The  Scots^  on  their  part, The  Scocs 
again  rallied,  to  defend  their  liberties,  and  to  exr^^!^^ 
pel  the  Englifli  out  of  their  country.    Unfortunate- 
ly, Wallace ;  overborne  by  the  jcaloufy  of  rival 
Barons ;   having  loft,  by  the  fate  of  war,  all  the    a-  ^• 
mofl:  faithful  and  moft  eminent  among  his  perfonal 
friends  J   difgufted  with  the  commanders  of  the 
cav^ilry,  by  whom  he  had  been  deferted  in  the  . 
battle  of  Falkirk ;   and  lofing,  in  confequence  of 
inifcarriage,  that  popularity  which  he  had  gained 
by  fuccefs  j  from  this  time  ceafed  to  enlighten  the 
counfels,  and  direft  the  arms  of  his  countrymen. 
Comyn,  Bruce,  and  Lamberton  Bifiiop  of  St  An- 
drews, affumed  the  authority  of  guardian-  of  Scot- 
land. 
*  Hcm'ftgford  I.  i6C» 
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sicT.  L   land.     But    the  hero,  whofe  exertions  had  firfl: 

Ch.  ^V. 

v^'v-v-;  roufed  his  countrymen  to  refift  the  Englifli  with  the 
ardour  of  patriotifm,  and  the  erefl:  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence ;  was  left  to  Ikulk  alone,  in  folitary  wilds 
or  faftneffes ;  and  to  cherifh  his  love  of  his  coun- 
try, and  inextinguilhable  hatred  of  its  oppreffors, 
in  a  condition  of  hopelefs  derelidion  *k 

Siege  and      Th£  firft  cnterprize  of  the  new  Regents,  was 
sf  ung.'^^dircaed  againft  the  caftle  of  StirUng.     The  town 
Caftic.      ij5^d^  indeed,  been  burnt  by  the  Scots,  as  they  fled 
from  FaHcirk  ;  but,  the  caftle,  not  to  be  demolifh- 
ed  by  fuch  hafty  violence,  had  been,  foon  after, 
feized,  and  garrifoned  by  the  Englilh.     It  was  pe- 
culiarly important,  as  the  mafter-key  of  the  prin- 
A.  D.    cipal  pafs  into  the  Scottifti  Highlands.     Edward, 
^'^'    therefore,  no  fooner  received  notice,  that  it  was 
befieged,  than  he  anxioufly  endeavoured  to  mufter 
a  new  army,  which  he  might  lead  into  Scotland, 
to  raife  the  fiege.     He  was  at  Berwick  ;  where  he 
,  had  appointed  the  general  rendezvous  ;  when  his 
Barons  refufed  to  follow  him;  becaufe  it  was  then, 
in  the  beginning  of  winter,  too  late  in  the  year,« 
for  an  expedition  into  the  dreary  regions  of  Scot- 
,  land ;  and  alfo,  as  it  Ihould  feem,  becaufe  they  had 
reafon  to  fear,  that  Edw^ard*s  fuccefs  in  fubduing 

the 
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the  Scots,,  might  ferve,  at  laft,  to  arm  him  againftsecr.  i. 
their  own  liberties.  Thus  vexatioufly  thwarted  in  ..^^^-v^o 
his  purpofes  ;  he  was  compelled  to  fend  orders  to 
the  garrifon  in  Stirling-Caftle,  to  capitulate  with  the 
befiegers.  The  Scots,  pofting  an  army  at  Tor- 
wood,  to  intercept  any  force  that  might  advance 
from  England,  had,  from  the  firft  attack,  urged 
on,  the  operations  of  the  fiege,  with  the  utmoft 
vigour.  /Neverthelefs,  the  garrifon,  although  con- 
fitting  but  of  a  flender  troop  of  fixty  archers,  held 
out  til!  they  were  reduced  to  the  moft  diftreffing 
extremities  ;  and,  wheq  they,  at  laft  furrendered 
the  caftle,  obtained  from  the  victors,  no  diflionour- 
able  terms  *4 

In  the  enfuing  fummcr  of  the  year  one  thoufand  Another 
and  three  hundred,  Edward  fummoned  his  Barons  Scotland? 
with  their  vaflals,  to  attend  him  on  an  expedition 
into  Scotland.     He  entered  it,  by  the  weftern  con*    a.  d. 
fines,  ravaged  Annandale,  and  advancing  to  Dum- 
fries, theroi  accepted  the  fubmiflion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Galloway.     But,  the  principal  force  of  the 
Scots,  now  aware  of  their  inability  to  contend  with 
the  Englifh  army  in  equal  battle,  came  not  down 
againft  them,  from  their  faftneifes  and  mountains; 
Want'  of  provifions,  the  refraftbry  fpirit  of  his 
followers^  or  the  necefSties  of  his  other  affairs, 

Vol.  n.  K  prevented 

*  Trivet.  316 : — Fad^rall.  859  :— -Fdrdun,  &c. 
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i  /  -  '^ 

I  t^^iv    P^^^^'*^^^  Edward  from  pufliing  his  conquefts^  at 

I  K^^TKj  at  this  rime,  to  the  remote  extremtti^  of  the  eoun- 

I  try.     The  Scots  made  him  offers  of  their  feudal 

homage,  on  condition,  that  he  fliould  replace  John 
Balliol  on  the  Scottifh  throne,  (hoald  evacuate  their 
territories,  and  fbouid  reftore  to  thofe  who  bad 
t&ken  part  againft  him,  their  confifcated  lands* 
He  heard  thefe  propofak  with  indignation^  But^ 
while  he  hefitated  in  his  choice  of  meafures  }  a 
meflage  from  the  Pope,  to  his  aftonifltment,  warned 
him  to  depart  immediately  out  of  Scotland }  becaufe 
this  kingdom  Vt^as  fo  far  from  being  rightfully  fub|ed 
to  the  Englifh  Crown  j  that  it  was^  in  truth,  a  ficflF 
belonging  to  the  Papal  See.  This  claim }  perhaps 
urged  very  feafonably  for  both  Edward  and  the 
Scots ;  gave  occafion  to  a  truce  between  the  in- 
vader and  the  invaded;  in  the  negotiatioD  of  which , 
the  good  offices  of  the  French  Eang,  were  aifo^ 
happily  employed*. 

intrigucf       l^r  appears  to  have  been  by  the  intrigues  of  the 

anfrt'cr. Scottifh  Clergy,  aided  by  the  influAicci  of  France, 

fercnce  of  ift^at  |the  Pope  was  induced  tointerfcre  in  the  po- 

^^    liticai  concerns  of  Scotland.    The  autfadrity  of  the 

See  of  Rome  had  bean  remarkably  exercifed  in  the 

cafes  of  Edward's  predcceiTors,  Henry  the  Second 

and  John }  and  the  memory  of  the  efficacy  with 

which, 

♦  THvet.  3i« ;— F«derSi  II.  866  :— .Wymowoe,  &c. 
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which,  it  had  been  ia  thofe  inflances  exerted,  ^"^^VJ' 

'  Cu.  IV. 


might  now  c^pel  eVea  the  bold  fpirit  of  Edward, 
to  Arink  and  recede  before  it.  Mere  paternal 
kindnefs,  or  Cbr^ftian  benevdence,  however,  could 
not,  in  a  Court  fo  ikilfuily  and  deeply  feldih  as  that 
of  Romie,'have  had  influence  fuffident  to  procure 
the  eameit  cohciliacory  interference  of  the  Holy 
See,'  in  the  prefenc  contelt  between  Edward  and 
the  Scot€.  Boniface,  the  RxDmilh  Pontiff  was^ 
therefore,  to  be  perfuaded,  that  Scotland  having 
beea  tniraculouijiy  converted  to  Chriftianity,  by  the 
divine  virtue  of  che  relics  of  St  Andrew,  had,  con-> 
fequeatly,  become  a  part  <:^  the  patrimdny  of  the 
Church.  Many  of  the  claims  upon  which  the  Bi« 
fliops  of  Rome  had  uforped  the  better  part  of  Aeir 
pofieffions  and  privilegea,  refted  Upon  {M-ettences 
fcarcely  more  juft  or  pbuiible.  He  had  according-  a.  d. 
ly  difpatche4  his  coQioiamb  to  Edward,  with  the 
eagernefs  of  a  perfon  deeply  intereAed  in  the  iffue, 
and  with  the  arrogance  of  one  who  had  power  to 
enforce  obedience.  The  truce,  iisemingly  in  com- 
pliance with  thefe  commands,  granted  to  the  Scots, 
was  perhaps  not  more  ufeful  to  them,  than  to  the 
Englift  King.  But,  the  fubfequent  labours  of 
Edward  and  the  Eagiifli  Parliament,  to  refute  the 
pretentions  of  the  Pope'  and  the  Scots  ;  although 
tediotus  and  troublefome  ;  were  absolutely  necef- 
fary  j  if  not  to  convince  the  Holy  Father  of  the 
groundleffiiefs  of  his  claims ;  yet,  to  fatisfy  the 
,  Englifli 
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Cu.  IV. 


Englifli  Clergy,  and  the  reft  of  Edward's  fubjefts, 
that  he  was  not  impioufly  rifing  in  r^llion  againil 
the  Father  of  the  Chriftian  world,  or  facrilegiottfly 
violating  the  rights  of  the  Church*, 

When  Edward,  with  the  help  of  his  Parliament, 
had  made  anfwer  to  the  claims  of  Rome,  and  the 
affertions  and  reafonings  upon  which  thefe  were 
founded ;  by  affertions  no  lefs  bold  and  untrue, 
and  by  reafonings  equally  weak  and  inconclufive  ; 
he  then  impatientlyrenewed  his  preparations  againft 
.    the  Scots ;  with  a  refolution  again  to  invade  them, 
aflbon  as  the  truce  ftiould  have  expired  ;  and  not 
to  return,  without  having  accompliflied  the  final 
Anothrr  conqucft  of  Scotlaud.     About  midfummer,  he  en- 
r^J^^^^^Jtered  Lothian.     Having  proceeded,  without  oppo- 
scotiand.  fition  to  Linlithgow,  he  there,  for  a  time,  fixed  his 
^  jj    head-quarters.     The  hopes  of  winning  the  fubmif- 
ijox-    fion  of  the  Scots  by  gentle  meafures ;  or  the  fear 
of  dangeroufly  entangling  his  troops  among  the 
unknown  mountains,  vales,  and  marfhes  of  the 
weftern  Highlands ;  or  perhaps  other  caufes ;  pre- 
vented him  from  advancing  farther ;  till  a  truce 
Was  again  mediated  by  the  intervention  of  the 
French,  between  him  and  the  nation  whofe  coun- 
try'and  liberties  he  had  fo  often,  and  hitherto,  fo 
fruitlefsly  invaded.     While  he  kept  his  army  at 

Linlithgow, 

♦  Foedera  11.  844  : — Fotdun.  XI,  JS  > — Trivet.  319. 
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Linlithgow,  he  erefted,  th.ere,  a  fortrefs.     His  <^^'^^\y 
valry  fufferej^  exceedingly  by  the  feverity  of  the^^^y^^ 
climate,  and  from  want  of  forage,  if  not  from  any  » 
rencounters  with  the  enemy*. 

By  whatever  means  ;  whether  by  the  powerful 
arguments,  or  the  more  powerful  gold  and  intrigues 
of  the  Engliih  monarch ;  the  Roman  Pontiff  wasjjhc  Pope 
in  the  mean  tjme,  brought  to  doubt  of  the  validity  in  behalf 
of  his- own  claims  to  the  fovereignty  of  Scotland  j^  '^<*''*'^- 
and  even  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  obftinate    a.d. 
oppofition  made  by  the  Scots,  to  the  authority  over"  '^^*' 
them,  which  was  arrogated  by  Edward.     He  ad- 
dreffed  the  Scottifli  Bifliops,  in  a  tone  of  bitter 
reproach ;  reprimanding  particularly  Wifheart,  Bi- 
fliop  of  Glafgow,  as  a  rock  (f  offence^  between  the 
Scottifli  nation  and  the  king  of  England  ;  and  en- 
joining them  all,,  under  pain  of  his  Holinefs's  dif« 
pleafure,  to  promote  the  national  peacef  • 

The  fecond  truce  expired  ;  and  hoftilities  were 
mutually  renewed.  Edward  did  not,  himfelf,  at 
this  time,  .come  upon  another  expedition  into 
Scotbnd  ;  but,  difpatched  hither,  an  army,  under 
the  command  of  John  de  Segrave.  While  this 
general  advanced  through  the  fouth-eaft  counties ; 

the 
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sicT.  I.  ihc  Scots,  gaining  intelligence  of  his  movements, 
i^'Y'^  prepared  to  meet  him.  The  Englifli  army  marched 
di!^&^ts^  ia  three  columns ;  each  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
at  Roflm.  the  reft,  that  they  could  not,  aH,  inftan\ly  join, 
.  and  ad  together,  upon  any  fudden  alarm.  At 
A.  D.  Roflin,  near  Edinburgh,  the  foremoft  of  thefe  co- 
lumns, was  furprized,  at  day-break,  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  body  of  armed  Scots,  of  whofe  approach 
the  Englifh  had  been  wholly  unaware.  Thefe 
Scots  were  a  fmall,  but  feleft  band,  led  by  Gomyn 
the  Regent,  and.  Simon  Frazer.  At  the  firft  furi- 
ous onfet,  they  routed,  with  great  flaughter,  the 
Englifli  column  by  which  they  were  oppofed;  Sea- 
grave  himfelf,  its  leader,  and  the  commander  of 
the  whole  army,  being,  among  others,  grievoufly 
wounded.  The  fecond  column  came  up,  m  ter- 
rour  and  confufion,  in  confequcnce  of  the  defeat 
of  the  firft }  and  having  no  diftind  information 
concerning  the  numbers  and  intentions  of  the  ene- 
my. The  Scots,  fluihed  with  viftory,  aflailed  this 
fecond  hoft  with  new  impetuofity.  Their  fortune 
was  the  fame,  as  before;  this  column  was  alfo 
routed  and  difpcrfed.  The  third  column,  now  in- 
formed pf  what  had  pafled,  by  fugitives  from  the 
two  routed  divifions,  wifely  halted  on  their  march ; 
and,  inftead  of  raflhly  hurrying  forward  to  avenge 
their  fellow- Ibldicrs,  and  regain  the  glory  of  the 
day  ;  were  content  with  receivijig  thofe  who  fled, 
and  with  flaying  the  purfuit  of  the  Scots,  by  the 

menacing 
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meaaciog  afpe£t  which  they  prefcntcd  at «  dtftanccSrcr.  i. 
Thtts  were  Edw^d's  bopes^  and  the  fears  of  thcv^p^v-^J 
Scots  from  this  expedition^  entirely  fruftraied'^. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  contilkual  diftraftions^'J^"^** 

of  France^ 

occafioaed  to  him,  by  the  affairs  of  his  dommionsupon  the 
on  the  continent ;  Edward  would  no  doubt,  have [hi^  war. 
profiecuted  the  conqueft  of  Scotland,  during  tbefe 
year's,  with  iftote  eameft  perfeverance ;  and  he 
mi|^t,  probably,  ere  this  time,  have .  triumphed 
over  aU  the  efforts  of  the  gelierous  defenders  of 
Scottifh  liberty.  Nor  is  it  Ukely,  that  the  Scots ; 
however  brave  i^nd  patriotic,  or  however  favoured 
by  the  inacCeffible  nature  of  their  remoter  prorin* 
ces  ;  would  have  fo  k>ng  withftood  the  arms  and 
the  policy  of  Edward  ;  if  they  had  not  been^  fron^ 
time  to  time,  encouraged  by  the  promifes,  saui  pro« 
teded  by  the  interceffioa  of  France.  An  alHance 
with  the  Scots,  ferved  to  the  French  Kings,  to 
covnterbalalice,  in  fome  meafure,  the  influence 
which  the  monarchs  of  England,  pofieifing  extent 
five  fieffs  ill  France,  were  hence  enabled  to  exert^  ^ 
ia  op|>ofition  to  the  authority  of  the  French  Crowds 
To  the  French,  it  was  little  lefs  important,  than  to 
the  Scots  themfelves,  that  Scotland  (hould  not  be 
fubjugated  by  the  Engliih.    Thofe  two  nations  h^ 

one 
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r'^^v"  ^^^  common  intereft,  as  the  enemies  of  England. 
Commiflioners,  therefore^  from  the  Scot tifh  nation , 
at  this  time,  refided  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  fee 
that  the  interefls  of  Scotland  might  be  duly  com- 
prehended in  all  the  meafures  of  hdftiUty  or  nego- 
tiatign  which  the  French  King  (hould  purfue,  in 
regard  to  Edward.  Yet  y  the  predominating  genius 
and  fortune  of  Edward,  fo  far  prevailed,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  now  concluded  between  him 
and  Philip,  in  which  the  interefts  pf  the  Scots^ 
were  wholly  overlooked,  and  their  name  not  even 
once  mentioned.  Upon  this  event,  the  difpatches 
of  their  Commiffioners,  could  only  confole  them 
with  an  afTurance,  that  the  King  of  France,  not- 
withftanding  appearances,  would  not  fail  to  inter- 
cede for  them,  with  the  King  of  England,  to  pro- 
cure them  a  truce,  and,  finally,  an  happy  peace. 
Thefe  Commiflioners  were  themfelves  cruelly  de- 
ceived. It  was,  in  order  to  bend  the  whole  force 
of  his  etnpire  againft  the  Scots,  that  Edward  had 
made  peace,  at  this  time,  with  France.  The  French 
had  been  compelled,  bafely  to  ficrifice  their  Allies, 
to  the  care  of  their  own  falety..  The  completion 
of  this  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, was  (he  prelude  to  the  abfolute  conqueft  of 
Scotland,  by  Edward*. 

2  He 

*  Fcedera  II.  923.  929,^0. 
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He  had  no  fooner  compofed  his  diflferenccs  with^^cr  i. 

*^  Ch.  IV. 

the  French  King,  than  he  muftered  all  the  military  i^,.^v-sj 
force  of  all  his  dominions,  to  march  againft  the^j^^^*^*^ 
Scots.     They  durft  not  meet  him  in  the  open  Scotland. 
field.    They  had  few  caftles,  except  that  of  Stir- 
ling, to  block  up  his  paff^ge  from  the  fouthcrn  to 
the  nonhern  extremity  of  their  territories.     He 
proceeded,  without  oppofition  or  moleftation,  to 
Brechin-Caftle ;  having,  as  it  (hould  feem,  avoided 
the  pafs  by  Stirling  ;   and  croffed  the  Forth,  at 
forac  diftance  below*.    Brechin-Caftle  was  defend- 
ed by  a  brave  garrifon,  under  the  command  of  the 
gallant  Sir  Thomas  Maule.    It  was  clofely  befieged, 
and  affaulted  with  all  the  impetuofity  that  could 
be  exerted  by  a  numerous  army,  and  fuch  military 
engines,  as  the  art  of  war  employed  in  this  agel' 
In  the  hotteft  fury  of  the  aflault,  Maule  fhewed 
himfelf  on  the  walls,  contemptuoufly  wiping  away, 
with  a  towel,  the  rubbrfh  which  the  battering  of 
the  befiegers'  engines,  produced.    Amidft  this  rafli 
and  unavailing  difplay  of  heroifm,  he  was  mortally 
wounded.  *'  May  we  not  now  furrender  the  ca(He  ?'*     * 
faid  his  foldiers,  when.they  faw  him  fall,  ''  Cowards ! 
"  furrender  !**  returned  the  indignant  hero  ;  and, 
as  he  uttered  thefe  words,  expired.     Animated  by 
Vol.  II.  L  his 

*  It  is  probable  that  he  crofled  the  Forth  near  Alloa ; 
?-5  appears  from  the  date  of  a  public  deed  in  Rymer,  T. 
II.  P.  934,  ,    .         ' 
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c"7v     ^*^  ^y'^^S  exclamation,  they  renewed  their  efforts, 

u^v^o  and  till  the  next  day^  held  out,  againft  the  whole 

fury  of  the  befiegers.    Edward,  having  made  him- 

felf  mafter  of  this  caftle,  purfued  his  vidorious 

career,  onwards,  to  Caithnefs*. 

The  Ab-       Returning  fouthward  from  Caithnefs,  he  fpent 

bey  of  ,  , 

Dunferm.  fome  part  of  the  winter  at  Dunfermling.     One  of 
mg  «™^-jjjg  jj^qJj  auguft  and  fpacious  edifices  then  in  Scot- 
land, was  the  Abbey  belonging  to  the  Benedidines, 
A.  D.    at  that  place.     This  venerable  building,  the  £ng- 
'^°^'    glifli  foldiers  burnt  down,  while  they  wintered 
here ;  either  of  defign,  and  at  the  command  of 
their  fovereign ;  or  by  fome  accident,  amidit  their 
tumultuous  and  riotous  triumph.    In  this  abbey,  in- 
deed, had  the  Scottifh  Parliament,  feveral  times,  af- 
fembled,  to  concert  meafures  for  refiftance  to  the 
arms  and  pretenfions  of  Edward ;  and  it  might  be,  on 
this  account,  probably,  that  //  became  an  objed  of 
thedeftruftive  fury  of  the  Engliih.,  The  church  and 
fome  contiguous  houfes,  were,  however,  fpared, 
'   for  the  accommodation  of  the  monks  f. 

The  Scot!     Stirling-Castle  remained  ftill  in  the  poffef- 

perfed.     f^on  of  au  tmfubmitting  Scottiih  garrifon.    It  was 

the  only  place  of  ftrength  now  in  the  hands  of  the 

gallant 

♦  Hemingford  I.  205  :— M.  Wefbnon.  446 : — Fordun. 
XII.  3. 

t  M.  Wcftmon.  446  :— Fordun.  XII.  &c. 
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g:alla]it  defenders  of  the  independence  of  Scotland,  ^"ct.  i. 
Sir  William  Oliphant,  Commander  of  the  garrifon,^ 
was  refolute  to  hold  out,  againft  a  fiege,  to  the  laft 
extremity.  To  intercept  the  Englifh  army  on  tKeir 
march*  from  Dunfermling  to  Stirling,  Comyn  af- 
fembled  all  the  remains  of  the  Scottifh  forces,  on 
the  fouthern  bank  of  the  Forth,  at  the  bridge,  by 
which  was  the  ordinary  paiTage.  But,  Edward  was 
more  wary  than  to  attempt  to  force  the  paffage  ; 
as  had  been  raihly  and  unfortunately  done  by 
CreffinghaiA  and  Warenne.  A  ford  being,  upon 
examination,  difcovered,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
bridge,  he  there  crofled  the  river,  with  all  his  ca- 
valry. When  the  Scots  polled  themfelves,  here, 
to  oppofe  him,  they  had  trufted  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  pofition,  than  to  their  numbers, 
or  adual  force.  Seeing  that  he  had  effefted  a 
pa(&ge,  and  approached  to  attack  them,  they  gave 
way,  and  difperfed,  with  a  degree  of  panic  ter- 


The  caftle,  thus  bared  of  all  exterior  defence,  sicg*^f 

T  •  I  CL  Stirling- 

could  not  be  held  by  the  garnfon,  with  any  ftrongcaaic. 

hopes  of  final  futcefs.  Yet,  the  gallant  Oliphant, 
fcoming  every  offer  towards  a  capitulation;  and  hav- 
ing fworn,  when  this  ftronghold  was  entrufted  to  his 
command,  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  ;  ftill  nobly  re- 
tained 

*  Trivet.  337,  &c. 
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?f  CT.  I.  tained  his  purpofe.  The  fiege  was  cond  u£ted  with  the 
Ui^y^i^  utmoft  energy.  Edward,  although  now  old,  fought 
in  perfon,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  danger,  with  all 
the  ardour,  and  intrepidity  of  -his  youth.  Every 
military  engine,  and  all  the  artifices  of  aiTauk,  then 
known,  were  employed  againft  the  befieged*  For 
'  three  months,  they  continued  to  hold  out.     The 

ditch  was  now  filled  up  ;  the  out-works  were  de- 
ftroyed  ;  many  breaches  were  made  in  the  walls  ; 
and  the  whole  cs^ftle  appeared  one  pile  of  ruins. 
Oliphant,  at  laft,  with  reluftance,  offered  to  fur- 
render  by  a  capitulation.  Edward  would  ilot  now 
hearken  to  his  propofals.  He^  with  the  other  fur- 
vivors  of  this  heroic  garrifon,  were  compelled  to 
yield  themfelves  and  the  caftle,  to' the  difcretion  of 
the  viftors.  Edward's  fenfe  of  the  merits  of  their 
extraordinary  valour,  induced  him  to  fave  their 
lives,  and  to  fpare  them  the  ignominy  and  pain  of 
being  bound  with  fetters  *.  j 

suhmif-        In  the  mean  time,  Comyn,  Bruce,  and  their 

iion  of  tkc  ,        ^ 

sct)tti£h    followers  had  made  their  peace  with  the  EngUfli 

AD.    King.      Their  lives,  liberties,  and  eftatfes,   were 

'^°'*'    fpared  to  them ;  but  they  wCTe  threatened  with 

having  fuch  pecuniary  fines  levied  upon  them,  as 

Edward  might  think  proper  to  impofe.     A  few 

others 

*  Trivet.  337  : — Heminj^ford  I.  205,  206  : — M.  Wcftm. 
449 : — Focdera  II.  951  : — Fordnn.  XII.  4. 
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others  were  baniflied,  for  terms  of  a  few  months  ^^^t-  *• 

^  Cu.  IV. 

or  years,  from  Scotland,  or  from  the  whole  domi-u-^y^o 
nions  of  Edward.  The  younger  Bruce,  grandfon 
to  hhn  who  offered,  himfelf,  a  competitor  for  the 
Scottifli  throne,  in  oppofition  to  BalHol,  obtained 
from  Edward,  without  difficulty,  inveftiture  in  the 
feudal  pofleilion  of  the  lordfhip  of  Annandale,  in 
confequence  of  his  father's  death.  Yet,  fufpicious, 
perhaps  of  Edward's  intentions  concerning  him, 
perhaps  of  unfriendly  purpofes  in  fome  of  his  coun- 
trymen ;  he  entered  formally,  about  this  time,  into 
a  fecret  affociation  with  Lamberton,  Archbifliop  of 
St  Andrew's,  for  their  mutual  co-operation  and  de- 
fence againft  all  perfons  whofe  wiflies  or  intcrcfts 
might  come  in  oppofition  to  theirs  *. 

Of  all  the  Scots,  Wallace  alone  was  now  nei- Wallace 
ther  within  Edward's  power,  nor  reconciled  to  hisJ^rTed^Jiid 
ufurpation.    Although  rcjeded  from  the  c/bmmand""*'*'^'*- 
of  the  armies  of  his  country,  he  had  not  laid  afide 
his  ardour  for  its  freedom,  nor  his  hatred  againft 
its  opprefiijrs.     Whether  he"  had  gone  for  a  time, 
abroad,  after  the  defeat  at  Falkirk ;  or  had  retired 
to  temporary  fecrecy  and  fecurity  in  the  bofom  of 
his  family  j  or  had  betaken  himfelf  to  the  Hebuda:, 
and  the  wcftern  Highlands,  in  order  to  muftcr  if 
poiGble,  a  new  band  of  genereous  followers,  with 
uhom  he  might  again  iffue  forth  againft  his  coun- 

/  try's 

♦  Fordun.  L.  Xil.  C.  5,  4  ;,— Trivet.  334  :— Ryley  369. 
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^^^v  *  try's  foes :  He  was,  nowy  at  leaft,  in  Scotland  ; 
but,  the  place  of  his  retreat,  was  unknown  to  the 
Englifli.  Edward  could  not  believe  his  conquefl  to 
be  fecurely  his,  while  Wallace  lived.  His  anxiety 
to  get  this  hero  within  his  power ;  and  his  refo- 
lution  to  put  him  to  death,  when  all  others  were 
fpared ;  fufficiently  befpoke  the  importance  of 
which  he  eftimated  Wallace's  courage  and  oppofi- 
fition  to  be.  He  who  had  firft  excited  the  Scots 
to  throw  off  the  Englifh  yoke  ;  and  under  whofe 
conduft  alone,  the  Scots  had  contended  with  any 
fplendid  and  effe^ual  fuccefs  ;  might  again  kindle 
among  his  countrymen  the  flame  of  patriotifm  and 
independence ;  and  might  thus  render  Edward's 
fccond  conqueft  of  Scotland,  as  fruitlefs  and  una- 
A.  D.  vailing,  as  the  firft  had  been.  While  Edward  was^ 
upon  thefe  confidcrations,  earneftly  ufing  every 
means  to  feize  Wallace;  Ralph  de  Haliburton, 
a  Scottlfh  prifoner,  offered  his  aid,  upon  a  pretence, 
that  he  knew  the  fecret  place  of  the  hero's  retreat. 
He  was  difpatched  to  Scotland,  upon  this  bafe  un* 
dertaking.  Whatever  might  be  Haliburton's  fuc- 
cefs ;  Wallace,  it  is  certain,  was  foon  after  betray- 
ed into  the  hands  of  the  Englifti,  by  the  treacihery, 
as  is  believed,  of  Sir  John  Menteith,  to  whofe  ho- 
nour he  had  confided  himfelf.  He  was  condufted 
to  London.  At  Weftminfter,  he  was  formally 
arraigned  and  tried,  as  a  traitor,  who  had  rebel- 
lioufly  made  war  upon  his  Lord  the  King,  had 

.  ftormed 

% 


'304- 


BookIIL]     fflSTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  S 

ftormed  his  caftles,  burnt  his  villages,  and  flain^^ecT.i. 
many  of  his  loyal  fubjeds.  Wallace  acknowledged,v 
that  be  had  made  lawful  war  againft  the  Englifh, 
had  ftormed  their  caftles,  burnt  their  villages,  and 
ilain  many  of  their  warriours  :  but  denfed  that  he 
was,  for  this,  a  traitor ;  fince  Edward  never  was 
his  King ;  but  the  enemy  and  oppreflfor  of  his 
country.  The  hero,'  thus  undaunted,  and,  in  his 
fpirit,  unfiibdued,  was  condemned  to  the  death  of 
a  traitor.  The  fentence  was  executed  upon  him, 
with  the  moft  malicious  cruelty.  His  head  was 
lixed  upon  a  pinnacle  at  London ;  his  mangled 
limbs  were  diftributed  over  the  Kingdom;  and 
Edward  and  his  fubjeds  began,  at  lafl,  to  think 
Scotland  effedually  fubdued,  fmce  Wallace  was 
now  no  more*. 


Chap^ 


♦  Fordun.  LXII.  C.  8  :— T.  Walfingham,  P.  90 :— Ryley 
a79 :-— Siowc  209 : — ^M.  Wcftm.  ^51. 
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Sect.  I. 
€Jh.  V. 


Ckapter  V. 

EjlaMiJhment  made  by  Ed  ward  for  the  Government 
of  Scotland  ;  ' and  the  fudden  rebellion  of  Robert 
Bruce. 

Glory  and  1  HE  whoIe  ifland'  of  Great  Britain  was  now  re- 
^ward.  duced  undcr  the  dominion  of  the  Englifli  King. 
Edward  ;  fecond  in  glory,  only  to  William,  the 
firft  of  the  Norman  Line,  by  whom  the  kingdom 
of  England  had  been  acquired  to  his  defcendents  ; 
faw  himfelf  conqueror  of  both  the  Welfh  and  the 
Scots.  Should  he  fucceed  in  permanently  efta- 
blifhing  his  authority  over  the  conquered  nations  ; 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  would 
henceforth  be  much  more  fecure,  than  it  had  hi- 
therto been  ;  and  the  military  power  of  the  Kings 
of  England,  would  be  mightily  augmented.  The 
fettling  of  the  government  of  Scotland,  therefore, 
now  became  the  gre^t  objeft  pf  ins  qoqcprn. 

Meafttrcs  By  the  advice  of  Wiflieart,  Bifhop  of  Glafgow, 
hlm".;^^  of  Robert  Bruce,  and  John  de  Moubray,  he  fum- 
f^t.iin^^thcj^Qj^gj  a  reneral  council  of  the  Scottifli  nation,  to 
i.irnt  of  alTembie  at  Perth.  Thefe  were  there  required  to 
eleft  ten  Commiffioners ;  four  for  the  clergy;  four 
for  the  military  freeholders  ;  and  two  for  the  bur- 

I  gefles. 
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gefles,  and  for  thofe  who  held  lands  by  focage-?^«<^'\'- 
tenure  ;  who  fhould,  in  their  name,  repair  to  Lon-v^^^^^ 
don  i  and  there  give  their  advice  to  the  King,  as 
he  might  require  them;   in  refpe£t  to  the  beft 
mode  of  eftablifhing  regulations  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Royal  authority,  and  for  the  admini- 
ilration  of  juftice,  in  Scotland*     In  compliance  Comm»f- 
with  thefe  commands  of  their  conqueror,  the  Scots,  named  for 
affembling.  at  Perth,  delegated  the  Bifliops  of  Stgovem.'^^ 
Andrews  and  Dunkeld ;  the  Abbots  of  Coupar^/^^^J^^^^ 
and  Melrofe ;  the  Earl  of  Buchan ;  John  Mow- 
bray;    Robert   Keith,  Adam  Gordon,   John   de 
Inchmartin ;  and  the  Earl  of  March  ;  inilead  of 
whom,  upon  his  failure  to  attend.  Sir  John  Men- 
teith  was  afterwards  fubftituted  by  Edward.    Thefe 
Commiflioners,  repairing  to  the  Englifli  Court ; 
were  there  conjpined  with  twenty  other  Commif- 
lioners, nominated  out  of  the  Englifli  Parliament ; 
and  the  thirty  were  commanded  to  deliberate  to* 
gether,  for  the  framing  of  a  new  plan  for  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  Scots. 

This  CommiJJion  for  feitlement  and  legi/latkrij 
agreed  ;  That  the.  principal  officers  to  adminilter 
the  King's  authority  in  Scotland,  fliould  be,  a 
Guardian  and  Lieutenant,  a  Chancellor,  a  Cham- 
berlain, a '  Comptroller  :  That  under  thefe  there 
fliould  be  Sheriffs  in  the  different  counties ;  who, 
after  the  firft  general  appointihent,  by  the  King, 

Vox..  II-  M  fliould. 
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SfcT^i.  fhould,  in  time  to  come,  be  fubjeft  to  be  difpkced 
\^0^-r^^  or  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  Guardian  and 
"r^^^'*;      the  Chamberlain :   That   the   Guardian  and  the 

plan  for  '  ^ 

iti  govern- Chamberlain  (hould  likewife  name  Coroners,  to 
fuccced  thofe  whom  they  might  find  to  be  unfit 
for  the  ofnce  :  That  the  caftles  of  Roxburgh  and 
Jedburgh  fhould  be  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Giiardi- 
an ;  thofe  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  and 
Dunbarton,  remaining,  refpeftively,  under  the  care 
of  their  prefent  governors,  John  de  Kingfton,  Pe- 
ter Luband,  Walter  Biflet,  and  John  Menteith  ; 
that  of  Kildrummy  bcii>g  committed  by  Bruce,  to 
fome  perfon  for  whofe  faithfulnefs  and  loyalty,  he 
fhould  be  anfwerable:  That  the  written  laws  of  Scot* 
land,  which  had  been  enaQed  in  the  reigns  of  David 
the  Firft  and  his  fucccflTors,  fiiould  be  colleded  and 
revifed  by  the  Guardian,  with  thQ  afiiftance  of  the 
other  confiderable  officers  of  the  government ;  and 
fhould  be,  by  them,  promulgated  and  adminiftered, 
as  the  ordinary  law  of  the  country:  That,  for  the 
inflituiion  of  any  new  laws  which  the  altered  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  Scottifli  kingdom,  might  require, 
Conimiflioners  from  the  Scottifh  Parliament,  in 
concert  ^ith  Englifli  Commiffioncrs,  nominated 
by  the  King,  fliould  be  occafionally  appointed  to 
prepare'  fuch  laws,  and  to  prefent  them,  for  the 
Royal  fandion  :  That  perfons  whofe  prefence  in 
Scotland  might  be  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  o4 
the  government,  fhould,  with  the  confent  of  the 

reft 
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reft  of  the  Scots,  enjoying  its  confidence,  be  re- ^^^^- ^• 
moved,  by  the  Guardian,  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  v--nrNj 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  fervants  in 
England :  And  that  the  Commiflioners,  whether 
Scots  or  EngUflimen,  who-  might,  at  any  time,  be 
employed  in  regulating  the  aflfdirs  of  Scotland^ 
fhouiJ  be  bound  by  the  folemn  obligation  of  an 
oath,  to  loyalty  and  faithful  fecrecy. 

To  this  plan  for  the  future  government  of  Scot- 
land, framed  by  the  thirty  Commiflioners,  under 
the  immediate  infpeSion  of  their  fovereign,  Ed- 
ward readily  gave  his  fanftion.  In  the  firft  nomi-OtiiccM 
nation  of  the  great  officers,  he  appointed  John  de*o^dmlnH 
Bretagne  to  be  his  Lieutenant  in  Scotland,  and  ^*^'^*^* 
Guardian  of  that  kingdom ;  William  de  Sever- 
cotes  to  be  Chancellor  ;  John  de  Sandale  to  be 
Chamberlain  ;  Robert  Heron  to  be  Comptroller. 
The  jufticiaries  and  the  Sheriffs,  were  partly  Scotf- 
men,  partly  Englifhmen.  A  few  ads  of  grace,  were 
at  the  fame  time,  executed  by  the  King,  in  remiffion 
of  the  fevere  conditions  againft  fome  individuals 
peculiarly  obnoxious,  under  which  the  general 
fubmiflion  of  the  Scottifli  nation,  had  been  accept- 
ed. He  had  committed  the  fortified  places  to 
garrifons  and  governors,  either  wholly  Englifh,  cr 
at  lead  Scots  of  undoubted  fidelity.  However  un- 
*  jufl  thofe  pretenfions  upon  which  he  had  profecuted 
his  conquert ;  from  the  conquered  he  had  taken. 
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sect^i.    a5  yet^  hardly  any  Uiing  but  the  name  of  an  inde- 
Kj^i'-r^  pendent  nation.     In  all  his  ent«-prizes  and  mea- 
fo^o^^'mea-  ^^^^s,  he  had  difplayed  that  mixture  of  profound 
}^r^  of^  ^^^  artful  policy^  military  heroifm,  generous  cle- 
Edward.   mency,  and  unconquerable  ambition,  which  is  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  fupprefs  difcontent,  and  to  over- 
A,  D.    awe  or  overpower  opgofition.     The  Scots  feemed 
to  be,  at  laft,  almoft  vniverfally  reconciled  to  his 
dominion ;  and  thofe  of  whofe  power  or  fentimcnts, 
he  was,  in  any  degree,  jealous,  were  either  ho- 
nourably detained  in  his  court,  or  inevitably  pur- 
fued  by  the  continual  vigilance  of  his  confidential 
ofEcers.     Employing,  then,  fuch  a  fyftem  of  mo- 
derate, vigorous,  and  (kilful  policy  ;  Edward,  with 
fome  reafon,  expeded,  that  the  Scottifli  nation 
would,  henceforth,  reft  quiet  and  unrefifting,  under 
his  government*. 

Circum-        But,  the  flame  was  only  fmothered,  not  extin- 

11 3  J1  CCS 

tending  toguifhed.     The  pride  and  reftleffnefs  of  a  barbarous 

ncw^nfiir- People,  Were  uot  to  be  thus  eafily  fubdued.     Even 

scmhmd"  co^4^^ft>  ^°d  ^  gentle  ufe  made  by  the  vidor,  of 

his  pretended  rights,  could  not,  at  ont:e  efface  the 

memory  of  their  ancient,  national  independence. 

Balliol  had,  indeed,  relinquifiied  all  his  pretcnfions ; 

and  his  name  was,  at  length,  too  much  defpifed 

among  the  Scots,  to  be  longer  ufed  by  them,  as 

•  '  the  • 

♦  FocJera  II.  968,  &c. 
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the  watchword  of  infurreftion.  But,  tliefe  veryS^cT.  r. 
events,  furnifhed  new  encouragement  to  the  ambi-,.^.^v^ 
tion,  efpecially  of  Bruce  and  Comyn ;  one  or  other 
of  whom  might,  now  probably  obtain  the  Scottilh 
Crown,  if  it  could  by  any  means  be  wrefted  from 
the  hands  of  Edward,  Even  the  kindnefs  and  cle- 
mency of  fuch  a  man  as  Edward,  were  regarded 
with  fufpicion  and  diftruft.  Wallace  was  no  more; 
but,  his  great  example  was  ftill  frfifh  in  the  minds 
of  his  countrymen :  Having  been  firft  taught  by 
him,  how  to  refift  the  invader  of  their  liberty ; 
they  now,  well  knew  their  own  ftrength  and  re- 
fources*. 

The  affociation,  already  mutually  entered  into,  slaughter 
between  Bruce  and  Lamberton,   might  perhaps  and  rcw* 
have  been  diftated  by  their  common  fears  of  fraud  Bfud 
or  tyranny  in  their  newly  acknowledged  fovereign. 
Some  endeavours  towards  a  fimilar  confederacy, 
feem  to  have  followed,  between  Bruce  :-nd  Comyn. 
But,  the  mutual  oppofition  of  the  interefts  and 
views  of  thefe  two  young  nobles  ;  and  the  fierce- 
ncfs   of  their  characters  ;    rendered  it  impoflible 
for  them  to  be  long,  if  at  all,  united  together  in 
cordial  friendfhip.     After  refiding,  for  fome  time, 
at  the  Englifh  Court,  apparently  in  high  favour 
with  the  King  ;  Bruce  fuddenly  returned  to  Scot- 
land ; 

♦  Fordun.  XII.  5,  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    ijnj  .   either  fleeing  Edward's  prefence,  in  dread 


of  defigns  which  he  might  believe  to  threaten  his 
life  ;  or  confcious  of  purpofes,  which,  if  betrayed 
to  Edward,  while  he  was  within  the  monarch's - 
1^0?     power,  might  bring  upon  him,  the  fate  of  a  traitor ; 
or  intent  to  aflfert,  without  delay,  his  claims  to  the 
Scottifli  Crown,  and  to  raife  the  Scots  in  immedi- 
ata  infurretlion  againft  their  Englifli  Lords  ;  or,  it 
may  be,  fimply  called  by  the  neceflities  of  his  pri- 
vate affairs.     Whatever  his  errand ;  he  found  fome 
of  his  friends  at  his  cattle  of  Lochmaben  in  An- 
nandale ;  and  from  them,  probably,  received  in- 
formation  concerning  the  conduft  and  intentions 
of  Comyn,  by  which  he  was  induced  to  feek  an 
immediate  interview  with  that  Chief.     Comyn  was 
then  at  his  caftle  of  Dumfries ;  and  Edward's  juf- 
ticiaries  were  holding  their  Courts  in  the  town. 
Bruce   went   pnwards,   having   in   his   company, 
James  Lindfay  and  Roger  Gofpatrick.     Comyn 
gave  him  a  meeting,  in  the  church  belonging  to 
the  convent  of  the  Minorite  Friars,  at  Dumfries. 
A  warm  altercation  quickly  enfueAietween  them. 
While  their  paffions,  language,  and  B|utual  offence 
rofe  ftill  higher  and  higher  ;  Bruce  fuddenly  drew 
his  fword,  and  plunged  it  into  his  rival's  breafl:. 
Lindfay  and  Gofpatrick,  then  rufliing  in,  as  Comyn 
fell  to  the  ground,  difpatched  him  with  their  dag- 
gers.    With  Red  John  Comyn,  fell  alfo  his  uncle, 
.Sir  Robert  Comyn,  in  the  attempt  to  defend  his 

ncpl^w's 
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r.ephcw*s  life.     This  affaffination,  while  it  removed  ^=cr.  t. 
.  .  Ch.  v. 

a  competitor,  left  Bruce  fmall  hopes  of  again  ob- 
taining his  pardon  from  Edward.     If  he  had  be 
fore  meditated  rebellion ;  this  was  a  bold  deed  in 
the  outfet  of  his  daring  career  :   If  he  had  hitherto 
cheriflied  no  fuch  ambitious  purpofej    yet,   the 
fiaughter  of  Comyn,  in  a  facred  place,  by  maj?:ing 
him  defpair  of  forgivenefs,  naturally  forced  him 
into  rebellion.     The  judiciaries,  at  the  rumour  of 
this  affaflination,  were  alarmed  for  their  perfonal 
fafety  ;  and  barred  the  gates  of  the  houfe  in  which 
they  lodged ;  that  thay  might  not  be  furprifed,  and 
likewife  cut  off,  by  thp  affaffins.     Bruce  and  his 
party,   having  attempted,  in  vain,  to  force  the 
gates ;  then  threatened  to  fet  the  houfe  on  fire  y 
and  thus  compelled  the  jufticiaries  to  furrender 
themfelves  to  their  mercy.     He  contented  himfelf 
with  difmifling  them,  uninjured,  out  of  the  king- 
dom.    9e  was  now  in  open  rebellion ;  and  his 
only  remaining  hopes  of  fafety,  appeared  to  lye  in 
the  boldriefs  and  good  fortune,  with  which   he 
fhould  profeg^  the  hoftilities  which  he  had  thus 
commenced.^wlis  brothers,  vaffals,  and  fomc  other 
adherents,  j^thered  together,  to  encourage  and 
fupport  him.     He  proceeded  to  levy  war  againll 
the  Englifh,  with  loftier  pretenfions  and  bold  views, 
than  any  Scotfman  had  dared  to  profefs,  fince  the 
abdication  of  Balliol.     Thus  within  the  Ihort  fpace 
of  four  months^  Edward  faw  all  his  hopes  of  the 
^  '  permanent 
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Sect.  I.    permanent  fubjedion  of  the  Scots,  entirely  fruftra- 
ted  ;:  and  was  forced  to  renew  the  conteft  for  the 


dominion  of  Scotland 


* 


Chapter  VI. 

Accejfion  /  and  reign  of  Robert  Bruce^  to  the  bat^ 
tie  of  Bannockburn. 

Robert     It  was  on  the  tenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year 

downed   ^^^  thoufand  threfe  hundred  and  fix,  that  Bruce 

s^tbnd  "^^0^21^^^  ^^^  peace  of  the  Church,  and  of  King  Ed- 

at  Scone,  ward,  by  tjie  affaflination  of  Corny n,  in  a  facred 

ji.  D.    place,  at  Dumfries,     In  the  beginning  of  March, 

^^^^    immediately  fubfequent,  he  had  been  joined  by  a 

confiderable  number  of  adherents ;   and  having 

proceeded  acrofs   the  kingdom,   to   Perth;    was 

^  ready  to  be  folemnly  invefte^  by  his  followers,  with 

the  infignia  of  royalty,  at  the  neighbouring  Abbey 

of  Scone  ;  the  ufual  fcene  of  the  coronation  of  the 

Scottifh  Kings.  Lamberton,  Bifhop  ef  St  Andrew's, 

Wifheart  Bifhop  of  Glafgovr,  and  the  Abbot  of 

Scone ;  Edward,  Nigel,  Thomas,  and  Alexander, 

the  four  brothers  of  Bruce  ;  Thomas  Randolph, 

Chriflopher  Seaton  ;   Malcolm  Earl  of  Lennox, 

John 

♦  Fordun.  XII.   6,  7  :-*-Hcmingf6rd  I.   220  :-^Pinker- 
'    ton's  Edition  of  Barbour,  I.  P.  33,  34,  35,  &c. 
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John  Earl  of  Athole ;  James  Douglas,  Gilbert,  stcr.i. 
and  Hugh  de  la  Haye,  David  Barclay,  Alexander  v^^on^i^ 
Frafer,  Walter  de  Sommerville,  David  de  Inch- 
martin,  Robert  Boyd,  and  Robert  Fleming  ;  were 
the  principal  of  thofe  adherents  whofe  confent, 
TOWS  of  fealty,  and  applaufive  acclamations  here 
encouraged  Robert  Bruce  to  ri(k  the  perils  of  feat« 
ing  himfelf  on  the  Scottiih  throne.  Macduff,  Earl 
of  Fife }  who,  by  inheritance  from  his  anceftor, 
the  contemporary  of  Malcolm  Canmore,  enjoyed 
the  right  of  placing  the  Crown,  for  the  firfl;  time^ 
upon  the  head  of  any  fuccefTor  to  the  fovereignty 
of  Scotland  ;  remaining,  at » this  time,  faithful  to 
Edward  ^  would  not  aflift  at  the  inauguration  of 
Bruce*  His  fifter  Ifabella,  however,  wife  to  the 
Earl  of  Buchan,  took  it  upon  her,  to  perform  the 
office  that  pertained  to  her  brother ;  and,  on  Sun- 
day, the  twenty.ninth  of  Mvch,  fet  the  Crown  on 
Bruce'sliead,  in  the  Abbey-Church  of  Scone,  ancj 
in  the  prefence  of  almoft  vail  thofe  adherents  whp  1 
had  then  joined  him  *• 

Meanwhile,  Edward,  with  aftonifhment  andRefcntv 
rage,  received  tidings,  at  Winchefter,  of  the  aflaf-ncw  mca- 
fmation  of  Comyn,  and  the  confequent  revolt  of^J^Jj^ 

Vol.  11.    '  N  Bruce. 

*  Barbour  I.  40 : — Fordun.  XII.  9 : — Trivet.  342  :— 
Math.  Wcftm.  454  :— Hea.  Boedi.  Lib.  XIV.  Folia  311  :— 
J.  Major.  Lib.  IV.  C.  19.  Folio  79  :-.Lefl.  Lib.  y^.  B. 
;29;— Buchanan.  Lib.  VIII.  R.  25S. 
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Sect.  I.    Brucc.    Hc  was  xiow  advanced  in  years,  and  infirm 

Ca.  VI.  ' 

of  body  ;  but,  his  mijid  ftill  retained  its  wonted 
energyv  To  the  Pope,  he  inftantly  fent  meflen^ 
gers,  to  inform  his  Holinefs  of  the  facrilegious 
murther,  which  the  new  pretender  to  the  Scottifh 
fovereignty,  had  committed  ;  and  to  demand  a  bi^l 
of  excommunication  againft  Bruce  and  his  afibci- 
ates ;  which  was  readily  obtained.  With  the  fame 
ardpnt  promptiude,  he  appointed  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, Earl  of  Pembroke,  to  the  government  of 
Scotland ;  and  fent  him  forward,  with  what  force 
he  could  eafily  mufter,  to  oppofe  the  infurgents, 
ere  they  fhould  gain  any  formidable  acceflion  of 
fttength.  To  propitiate  the  aid  of  heaven  ;  and 
having  his  mind  perhaps  affeded  with  unufual  emo«- 
tions  of  piety,  araidft  the  prefent  infirmities  of  his 
age,  and  the  vexations  of  his  ambition ;  he  folemn-* 
•  ly  vowed,  that,  i^fter  executing  juft  vengeance  upon 
the  facrilege  and  rebellion  of  Robert  Bruce,  he 
would  again  embark  for  the  Holy  Land ;  and  there 
end  his  days,  in  fighting  againft  the  infidels ;  upon 
.whom,  his  youthful  prow'efs  had  been  glorioufly 
tried.  His  fon,  Prince  Edward,  feeming  to  catch 
his  father's  ardour,  vowed,  likevfife,  that  he  would 
not  reft,  for  two  nights  together  in  the  fame  place, 
till  he  fhould  have  reached  Scotland.  The  Prince, 
with  his  attendants,  then  foHowed  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke.  The  King  himfelf,  having  fummoned 
{lis  military  v^als  to  meet  him  in  arms,  at  Car- 
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liflc,  proceeded,  by  flow  journic$,  to  that  town ;  i^^^\l' 
(o  wtak  a  ftate  df  health,  that,  notwithlbnding  the  v-/^vn-/ 
impatient  aftivitj  of  his  itiind,  he  could  not  travel 
otherwife,  than  in  a  litter.  Being  fevefely  afflided 
by  a  dyfentery,  he  was  unable  to  advance  farther^ 
on  his  expedition  ^  but,  halted  near  Carliile,  and 
pafled  the  fubfequent  winter  in  that  neighbour^ 
hood** 

Thb  Earl  oi  Pembroke  had,  however,  reached  s»"l«  of 

r%  r  n  r  t    Mcthvcfl- 

Perth  j  before  Bruce  could  multer  any  force  with  wood. 
which  he  might  make  head  fuccefsfully  againlt  the 
Englifh.  At  Pembroke's  approach,  the  Scots,  not 
daring  to  undergo  a  fiege  in  Perth,  retired  to 
Methven-wood^  adjacent.  From  this  pod,  they 
foon  (allied  forth^  to  annoy  the  enemy ;  and  in  the 
f^t  of  chivalry,  and  with  that  headlong  ardour 
for  which  the  nation  had  ever  been  diftingui(hed ;  * 
challoiged  Pembroke  to  draw  out  his  forces,  and 
meet  them  in  the  open  field.  The  Englifli  were 
not  flow  to  anfwer  this  challenge.  In  the  evening 
of  the  very  dgy  on  which  it  was  offered,  they 
marchod  out  i  and  being  met,  near  the  town,  by  ^ 

Bruce  with  his  followers ;  an  obftinate  combat  en- 
fued.  While  Bruce  fought,  rather  with  the  bold/ 
inconfiderate  valour  of  a  private  foldier,  than  with 

the 

•  Tctderz  11.  988.  989 :— Trirct.  34^,  343  ;— Homing- 
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c"%i'  ^^^  cajition  of  a  King  and  a  Leader  ;  he  was  un- 
u^^v^i,^  horfed,  and  twice  in  danger  of  being  taken  prifoner 
by^  Englifh  Knights ;  but  was  ftill  refcued  by  his 
own  brave  attendants.  Yet,  the  Scots  were  only 
an  handful  of  men,  before  the  Englifh  hoft.  They 
were,  at  length,  almofl:  all  cut  in  pieces,  or  made 
prifoners ;  Bruce,  with  fome  few  followers,  with 
difficulty,  efcaping  to  the  wilds  of  Athole.  Ed- 
ward receiving  the  news  of  this  fuccefs  of  his  Lieu- 
tenant, as  he  arrived  at  Carlifle ;  was  fonlewhat 
confoled  under  his  bodily  diftrefs  ;  and  was  the 
more  eafily  perfuaded  to  rcfl,  for  fome  time,  there, 
in  the  hope  of  recovering  flrength*. 

Bruce  paf-     Bruce  and  his  few  remaining  friends,  wander- 
fummtr    ^d,  for  fome  time,  among  the  'Grampian  hills, 
G^am^^wi  without  daring  to  defcend  into  the  vicinity  of  any 
hills.       of  thofe  pofls  or  fortreffes  which  they  believed  to 
be  occupied  by  the  Englifh  and  their  adhefents. 
The  chacc  of  the  deer  and  other  wild  beafls,  and 
the  taking  of  the  fifhes  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  af- 
forded them  fuch  provifions,  as  they  had  been 
chiefly  accuflomed  to  fubfifl  upon.     Here  they 
might  pofTibly  have  continued  to  fojourn,  till  intel- 
ligence of  the  flackened  vigilance  of  the  Englifh, 
or  of  the  increafing  favour  of  their  own  country- 
men, 

•  Barbour  V.  I.  P.  44,  45,  46 :— Fordun.  XII.  1 1  :— 
Trivet.  343  : — Matth.  Weftra.  455. 
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men,  fhould  have  invited  them  forth,  with  new^'cr.  i. 
promifes  of  better  fortune.  But,  the  approach  of  u.«^v**^ 
winter;  the  inclemencies  of  which,couId  not  well  be 
endured,  without  fhelter;  and  the  defire  of  rejoining 
the  more  helplefs  part  of  their  families ;  obliged 
them  to repair,occafionally,  towards  Aberdeen^  while 
they  were  ftill  befet  and  purfued  by  the  Englifh. 
Nor  were  the  Englifli,  the  only  foes  they  had  to 
fear,  in  thefe  regions.  Stewart  of  Lorn,  hulband 
to  the  aunt  of  the  affaffinated  Comyn  ;  impatient 
to  revenge  his  nephew's  murthcr ;  and  being,  for 
this,  the  more  zealoufly  faithful  to  Edward ;  ea- 
gerly muttered  his  vaflals,  and  purfued  the  royal 
fugitive,,  while  he  wandered,  almofl  forlorn,  among 
the  heights  of  Braidalbane.  The  men  of  Lorn 
came  upon  Bruce  and  his*  flender  company,  in 
Strathfillan ;  and  there,  on  a  heathy  plain ;  (liH 
known  by  the  name  of  Dairy,  a  defperate  combat 
enfued ;  in  which  the  King  and  his  compaiyons 
were  worded;  thofe  of  them  who  furvived  the 
fight,  and  efpecially  Bruce  himfelf,  efcaping  with 
extreme  difficulty.  After  wandering  about,  on 
the  Grampian  hills,  and  between  Braidalbane  and 
Aberdeen,  as  long  as  they  could  there  find  fafety 
or  fubfiftence ;  Bruce  and  his  companions  were, 
at  laft  obliged  to  Separate,  and  difperfe  themfelves 
into  diflFerent  pteces.  Their  wives,  who  had,  for 
fomfi  time,  accompanied  them  in  their  erratic  life, 
were  conducted,  by  Nigel  Bruce,  to  the  caftle  of 

Kildrummy, 
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sec^  I.  EJldrummy,  in  the  diilrid  of  Marre ;  which  had 
v.Ao^  been  left,  at  the  late  pacification,  in  the  cuftody  of 
Bruce,  and  had  not  been,, hitherto,  retaken  by  the 
Engliih.  The  King  himfelf  determined  to  paf$ 
over  into  the  North  of  Ireland  ;  vrhere  he  might 
perhaps  obtain  aid,  againft  the  enfuing  fummer  ; 
and  might,  at  leaft,  be  fecure,  in  the  mean  time, 
from  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies** 

Hepafca  WiTH  two  hundred  inen  who  ftill  remained 
ofiucb-  with  him,  he  travelled  weftward.  They  dire&e^ 
Sfflicoait^hcir  journey,  firft  into  Lennox ;  having  hopes  of 
fome  afllftance  or  protection,  from  the  Eatl  of  this 
di(lri6t,  who  had,  not  long  before,  ailifted  a$  Bruce's 
coronation.  Crofling  fome  part  of  the  lake  of  Loch- 
lomond,  they  were  kindly  received  and  ento-tained 
by  Earl  Malcolm,  in  one  of.  its  iflets.  The  King, 
with  a  certain  number  of  his  attendants,  were^  by 
Lennox's  care,  foon  after,  provided  with  a  vefiel^ 
and  enabled  to  fail,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Clyde^ 
for  the  caftle  of  the  Lord  of  the  liles,  in  Cantyre* 
By  Angus  Macdonald,  Lord  of  the  Ifles ;  a  ftran« 
gelr  to  the  power  of  Edward,  and  probably  the  c- 
nemy  of  Stewart  of  Lorn ;  Bruce  was  hofpitably 
received.  Refting  with  this  chieftain,  in  his  caftle 
of  Dunaverty,  only  for  ^hree  days>  till  he  could 

again 

•  Barbour  V.  I.  P.  63^  Sic.  Book  III.  throughout  1— 
Fordnn.  XIL  ii. 
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* 

again  put  to  fea ;  the  Scottifli  King  then  continu«s«cr.  l 
ed   his  voyage;   and,  b^ng  either  involuntarily u^^v^ 
driven  on,  by  uncertain  winds ;  or  afraid  of  endan- 
gering  his  fafety,  if  he  fhould  land  in  any  of  the 
fouthem  Hebudae ;  failed  to  the  iflet  of  Rachrin, 
contiguous  to  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  Ireland*. 

Rachhin,  being  but  a  petty  iflet,  not  more  thauBnice  re*. 
ten  fquare  miles  in  extent,  could  not  fi^rnifli  anyci"ct 
confiderable  number  of  Allies,  to  recruit  the  fee- 
ble force  by  which  Bruce  was  accompanied.    It 
could  not  even  fupply  fubfiftence  to  him  and  his 
companions,  for  any  great  length  of  time.    But,   a.  d. 
from  Rachrin,  he  found  means  to  dlfpatch  his  bro-   ^^°^* 
thers,  Thomas  and  Alexander,  to  the  main-land  of 
Ireland  j  that  they  might  folicit  the  Irifli  fepts,  to 
take  arms,  and  come  in  aid  of  their  brethren,  the 
Scots,  agdnft  the  Englifh  the  common  enemies  of 
both  nations.     Nor  did  the  King  himfelf  tarry 
here,  longer,  than  till  thefe  feas  were  fo  much 
calmed,  upon  the  approach  of  Spring,  as  to  afford 
hihi,  a  fafe  paffage  to  the  ifle  of  Arran,  adjac^t 
to  the  Scottifh  main- land.    fVom  Arran,  he  dif- 
patched  a  trufty  meiTenger  into  Carrick  and  Gal- 
loway, in  ordcr^  if  poflible,  to  roufe  the  people  on 
his  eftates  in  thofe  countries,  to  take  arms  againfl: 
jthe  Engliih,  in  fupport  of  him,  who  was  now,  as 

well 
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sicT.L  vrell  their  Sovereign,  as  their  immediate  Lord. 
This  meffenger  found  the  Englifh  in  pofleilion  of 
the  caftle  of  Turnbury  ;  and  none  of  Brace's  vaf- 
fals  of  Carrick,  near,  to  receive  and  affift  their 
mafter.  Bruce,  meanwhile,  and  thofe  who  re- 
mained witfi  him,  kept  anxibus  watch  upon  the 
heights  of  Arran  ;  ftraining  their  eye-balls  by  ef- 
forts to  difcern,  whether  thofe  fires  yet  bbzed  on 
the  neareft  hills  of  Carrick ;  which  the  meffenger, 
Cuthbert,  had  been  commanded  to  kindle,  as  fig- 
nals  of  his  fuccefs  ;  if  haply,  he  fhould  not  prove 
unfuccefsful  in  his  errand.  At  length,  they  per- 
ceived  flames  blazing  on  the  hill  above  Turnbury  ; 
and  taking  their  boats  in  hade  ;  rowed  eagerly  to 
the  fliore  of  Carrick.  When  they  approached  this 
fliore,  Cuthbert,  who  flood  waiting^  for  them,  on 
the  beach  ;  informed  them,  in  great  trepidation  ; 
that  no  friends  were  near,  to  meet  them  ;  that  th^ 
Englifh  were  in  Turnbury ;  that,  the  fire  which 
they  had^uppofed  a  fignal  of  invitation  from  him, 
had  been  kindled  by  the  enemy,  for  fome  differ- 
ertt  purpofe.  But,  Bruce  and  his  fmall  band  were 
now,  clofe  upon  the  Englifh,  who  knew  not  of 
their  coming  ;  and  this,  in  the  darknefs  of  ^ight, 
and  in  local  circumftances  which  were  better  known 
to  Bruce,  than  to  the  enemy.  They  attacked  fome 
loofe  parties  of  Englifh  foldiers,  which  were  not 
proteded  within  the  walls  of  the  caflle,  but  lay 
fcattered  in  its  neighbourhood  j  flew  them  all,  ex- 
^    ■  cept 
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cepta  very  few  that  efcaped  by  flight  j  threatened  skct.i. 
Piercy  and  the  garrifon,  who  from  the  caftle,  be-v^„,^v-%J 
held  the  flai^ghter,  without  daring  to  fally  forth ;  re- 
lieved their  own  diftrefs,  by  the  jwUage  of  the  quar* 
ters  and  baggage  of  the  Englifli  whom  they  had 
routed ;  and  then,  upon  the  news  of  the  approach 
of  fre(h  Englifli  troops,  betook  themfelves  to  the 
remoter  mountains  of  Carrick,  where  it  meets  the 
northern  confine  of  Galloway  •• 

.  But,  what  was  this  petty  fuccefs,  to  the  forrow- 
ful  tidings,  which  thefe  gallant  warriours  now  re- 
ceived concerning  the  fate  of  the  friends  whom 
they  had  left  at  Kildrummy,  and  other  places  in 
the  fouthern  and  eafl:ern  diftrifts  of  Scotland  ?  Ed- 
ward had,  by  proclamation,  commanded  all  thofe 
Scots  who  defired  to  efcape  the  punifliment  of 
rebellion, — to  take  arms  againfl:   Bruce  and  his 
adherents :    All   the    accomplices    in    the    mur-imprifon- 
ther  of  Comyn,  were  to  perifli  as  traitors,  whcn-^/c^utloa 
ever  they  might  be  feized  :  The  only  mitigation  ^^^^[J"""^ 
to  be  granted  to  fome  of  thofe  who  were  the  leafl:^^""'* 
guilty,  was  that  of — rigorous  imprifonment,  in- 
ftead  of  immediate  execution.     In  obedience  to 
thefe  orders,  and  in  profecution  of  his  firfl:  fuccef- 
fes  ;   Pembroke  fent  out  parties  of  his  forces,  into 
Vol.  II.      ^ '  O  almoll  .v 
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^^\i  ainioft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  Bruce 
or  any  of  his  confederates,  could  be  fufpeited  to 
lurk.  The  Archbifhop  of  St  Andrew's,  was  faved 
from  Edward's  vengeance,  only  by  the  moft  aBje6k 
'  fubmiflion,  and  deiertion  of  his  party,  and  by  the 
fan6tity  of  his  ecclefiaftical  cbara^er.  Wiiheart^ 
Bifliop  of  Glafgow,  attempting  to  maintain  the 
caftlc  of  Coupar  in  Fife,  againft  the  Englifli,  and 
in  the  name  of  Bruce,  was  there  t^ken  in  arms ; 
and  was  carried  away,  a  captive,  into  confinement, 
in  the  caftle  of  Nottingham,  in  England.  Kil- 
drummy-Caftle,  the  only  place  of  ftrength,  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Brucian  party-,  was,  about 
the  fame  time,  befieged  by  an  Engliih  army,  under 
the  command  of  the  Earls  of  Lancafter  and  Here- 
ford. Aware,  that  it  could  not  long  withiland  the 
afiaults  of  the  befiegers  ;  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
Bruce,  made  their  eicape  but  of  the  caftle ;  and 
direded  their  trembling  flight  to  the  fandluary  of 
Saint  Duthac,  at  Tain,  in  Rofs-fhire.  Even  the 
fanftuary  could  not  afford  to  them,  that  proteftion 
which  others  found  in  it ;  for  the  Earl  of  Rofs,  in 
violation  of  its  ufual  privileges^  delivered  them  up 
to  the  Englifh.  Nigel  Bruce,  the  brother  of  the 
King,  and  the  reft  of  the  garrifon  in  Kildrununy, 
having  fent  away. the  ladies,  as  they/ancied,  to  a 
place  of  fecurity,  determined  to  hold  out  againfl: 
the  befiegers,  to  the  laft  extremity.  Their  gallant 
refolutions  were  fruftrated  by  the  treachery  of  a 

wretch 
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wretch  named  Olburne,  who  fecretly  fet  fire  to^^*"^^- 
their  magazine  of  weapons  and  provifions.  De- 
prived thus  pf  arms  and  fubfiftence,  they,  by  ne- 
ceflity,  furrendered  to  the  enemy,  at  difcretion* 
Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  meaner  cap- 
tives, Nigel,  the  brother  of  Robert  Bruce,  could 
not  hope  for  Edward's  mercy.  He  was  foleranly 
tried  at  Berwick,  condemned  to  die  as  a  traitor, 
banged,  and  his  head  then  fevered  from  his  lifelefs 
body.  Chriftopher  Seaton,  who  having  obtained 
in  marriage,  a  iifter.of  the  Bruces,  and  having 
joined  them  at  Dumfries,  had  been  taken  prifoncr 
at  Methven-wood ;  met  the  fame  miferable  death. 
The  brave  Simon  Frifer  was,  with  equal  cruelty,  . 
and  for  the  fame  pretended  crime,  executed  at 
London ;  and  the  head  of  this  warriour  yras  ex- 
pofed  on  a  lance,  near  to  that  of  the  ilhiftrious 
Wallace.  The  Earl  of  Athola,  falling  into  th^ 
hands  of  the  Englifli,  while  he  was  vainly  attempt- 
ing to  efcape  by  fea  ;  and  not  a  few  brave  Scots, 
of  fmaller  note  ;  periflied  alfo,  as  if  by  their  efforts 
in  behalf  of  their  country,  they  had  deferved  the 
fate  of  traitors.  Others  were,  with  difficulty,  par- 
doned ;  but  purchafed  their  pardon  by  the  dere- 
liftion  of  their  principles,  and  of  the  caufe  of  thehr 
country ;  and  by  placing  themfelves  fo  wholly  with- 
in the  toils  of  the  Englifh,  that  it  became  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  return  immediately  to  the  party 
of  Bruce,  whatever  the  attachment  which  they 

might 
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?,*^^- J-    mieht  ftill  retain  for  him.     The  Countefs  of  Bu- 
ck, vt.        *^ 

Lf'-y^o.m}  chan,  who  had  firfl:  fet  the  Crown  on  the  head  of 
Bruce,  was  likewife  made  prifoner.  Edward  re- 
frained from  putting  her  to  death  ;  ahhough  en- 
raged to  unappeafable  fury,  by  the  tranfaftion  at 
which  fhe  had  fo  confpicuoufly  affifted  ;  but,  to 
make  her  captivity  peculiarly  diftrefsful,  ordered  a 
narrow  clofet  like  the  cage  of  a  wild  bead:,  to  be 
framed  for  her  ftrifter  confinement,  within  an  a- 
partment  in  one  of  the  turrets  of  the  caftle  of  Ber- 
wick, in  which  (he  was  imprifoned.  The  wife  and 
daughter  of  Bruce,  were  fcnt,  in  captivity,  into 
Enjrland  ;  but  appear  to  have  been  lefs  harfhly 
treated,  than  the  Countefs  of  Buchan*, 

Courage,       This  ruin  of  his  partv,  thefe  cruelties  exercifed 

fortitude,  ^  ^     '  ' 

and  wif-  upon  his  family  and  his  adherents ;  were  the  fub- 
Brucc.  je£ts  of  the  firfl  news  with  which  Bruce's  anxious 
enquiries,  were  anfvvered ;  after  his  return,  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year,  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  feven,  from  roaming  among  the  Hebudian 
ifles,  to  the  main-land  of  Scotland.  Grief,  indig- 
nation, and  defpair  wound  up  all  the  energies  of 
his  foul,  to  an  higher  pitch,  than  they  could  have 
been  raifed  to,  fimply  by  the  impulfe  of  patriotifm 
or  ambition.     He  was  no  longer  that  giddy  youth, 

who 
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who  had  changed  from  party  to  party,  with  an  in-s^cr.  i, 
confiderate  levity,  befpeaking  almoft  a  total  defti-v^-^l; 
tution,  equally  of  integrity  and  of  wifdom.     His   a.  d. 
hopes,  his  lofles,  his  perils,  all  confpired  to  mould    ^^°^* 
his  charafter  to  unflirinking,  and  greatly  daring 
heroifm. 

His  brothers,  Thomas  and  Alexander,  at  length, Ovcr- 
arrived  from  Ireland,  with  a  friendly  hoft  of  fevenihc  iriflx 
hundred  warriours ;  who  came  to  combat,  with^^Uj^^^g^tj^ 
their  kindred  Scots,  againft  the  ufurping  Englifh.^^J*;^*!™** 
Butj  Macdowal,~defcended  by  a  fpurious,  or  per-andcr,  the 
haps  by  a  legitimate  lineage,  from  the  ancient,  in-of  Robert 
dependent  lords  of  Galloway;  at  this  time,  the  '""' 
moft  confiderable  chieftain  in  thefe  parts ;   and 
hoftile  to  Bruce,  as  having  hopes  of  thriving  upon 
his  ruin ;  haftily  armed  his  vaffals,  and  met  the 
Irifli  auxiliaries,  as  they  landed  iu  the  bay  of  Loch- 
ryan.  Thefe  ftrangers, being  imperfeftly  armed,  and 
making  their  way  irregularly,  and  with  difficulty,  to 
the  fliore ;  were  hence  unable  to  prefent  any  ef- 
fectual oppofition  to  the  onfet  of  the  Galwegians. 
They  were  routed  ^ith  great  flaughter ;  the  two 
Bruces,  and  feveral  others  of  their  leaders,  were 
made  prifoners ;  and  thofe  few  of  the  furvivors, 
who  efcapcd,  were  fcattered  oyer  the  country,  in 
mifcrable,  uncertain  flight.      The  captives   were 
conveyed  by  Macdowal,  in  triumph,  to  King  Ed- 
ward, at  Carlifle  j  and  were,  there,  by  his  com- 

maiid. 
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Sect.  t.    mand,  immediately  put  to  death.    Thus  was  Bruce 
cruelly  difappointed  of  the  Irifh  fuccours*. 


Tncreafeof     Yet,  he  did  not  long,  idly  liirk  among  the 
part"in    wilds  of  Carrick,     His  vaffals,  of  this  diftrid, 
^^^'^'^^   being  warned  of  his  arrival,  reforted,  in  fmall  par- 
ties, to  join  him.     Such  of  the  Irifh  as  had  efcaped 
the  purfuit  of  Macdowall,  came  in  to  Bruce  and 
his  company,  alToon  as  they  were  able  to  difcover 
the  place  of  his  retreat*     James  Douglas,  ohe  of 
the  mod  gallant  and  faithful  of  all  thofe  who  fol- 
lowed the  fortunes  of  Bruce,  repairing  fecretly  to 
Douglas-dale,  there  furprifed  the  Englidi  in  the 
caftle  of  Douglas  j  put  the  garrtfoli  to  the  fword  ; 
and,  after  plundering  and  burning  the  caftle  ;  re- 
turned to  his  King,  oh  the  confine  between  Ayr- 
fliire  and  Galloway^  with  a  fupply  of  prdvifiohs 
and  other  necefiaries,  and  with  the  acceflion  of  a 
^,  i>,   number  of  new  partieans.     Bruce,  thus  gathering 
'3^7*    additional  ftrengtfa,  amidfl:  his  misfortunes,  began 
to  extend  his  excurfions,  each  day  farther,  through 
the  furrounding  country.     Every  ftraggling  party 
of  the  Engliih,  was  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  him. 
All  the  Engliih  garrifons  in  thefe  parts,  were  ex- 
ceedingly smnoyed  by  his   bold  enterprizes«     It 
'     feemed,  that,  if  not  fpeedtly  checked,  he  might 

fooA 
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foon  be  able  to  reduce  all  the  weftern  counties  of  ?««T' i, 

Cu.  vr. 

Scotland^  into  fubmiflion  under  his  authority*. 


Edward  himfelf  lay  fick  at  Carlifle  ;  and  was 
ftill  unable  to  proceed  farther  on  an  expedition  in 
which  all  his  predominant  pailions  were  ardently 
interefted*  But^  his  Lieutenant  no  fooner  les^rned 
that  Bruce  had  made  his  appearance  in  the  Weft, 
and  was  rabidly  overturning  the  power  of  the 
Englifti  in  thofe  parts ;  than  he  inarched  with  a 
confiderable  force  againft  him.  The  King,  awaresattie  of 
of  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  army,  pofted  bim-Jj^J]^**" 
felf  advantageoufly  on  Lowdon-hill,  to  receive  them, 
as  they  ihould  advance,  through  Ayrshire,  towards 
his  places  of  recefs,  on  the  confines  of  Galloway. 
Almoit  all  the  inhabitants  of  Cunningham  and 
Kyle,  as  well  as  of  Carrick  ;  the  three  diftrids  of 
Ayrlhire ;  were  now  devoted  to  his  fervice.  Nor 
does  it  appear,  that  the  caftle  of  Turnbury,  re* 
mained,  at  this  time,  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  £ng« 
liih.  Several  (kirmilhing  rencounters  t6ok  place 
between  detachments  from  the  JEnglifti  army,  and 
fmaller  parties  of  the  followers  of  Bruce ;  before: 
the  two  armies  could  meet  in  one,  great,  decifive 
battle.  Whether  Bruce,  at  laft,  foregoing  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  pofition  upon  Lowdon-hill,  defcend^^ 
cd  to  fight  the  Englilh  upon  equal  ground;  or 

whether 
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Sect.  I.  whether  the  Englifh  army  attacked  the  Scots  with- 
v.^^-T'sj  in  their  intrenchments ;  it  is  certain  that  the  va- 
lour of  the  Scots,  prevailed ;  and  Pembroke's 
forces  were  defeated.  A  fecond  engagement  en- 
fued,  \7ithin  three  days  after  the  former  ;#  and 
again,  a  body  of  Englifh  troops,  commanded  by 
Ralph  de  Monthermer,  were  routed  by  the  brave 
adherents  of  Bruce,  The  difcomfited  Englilh  found 
refuge  in  the  caftle  of  Ayr  ;  yet  were,  even  here, 
befieged  by  the  Scottilh  King  ;  and  might  probably 
have  fallen  into  his  hands ;  had  not  the  approach 
of  powerful  relief  to  them,  from  England,  obliged 
him  haftily  to  raife  the  fiege.  Amid  the  defplation 
which  the  mutual  hoftilitics  of  the  Scots  and  Eng- 
lifli,  fpread  through  the  three  conterminous  coun- 
ties of  Ayr,  Lanerk,  and  Renfrew,  the  Englifh, 
about  this  time,  burnt  the  monaflfiry  of  Paiflcy^. 

Death  of  Edward  the  Firfl  of  England,  lived  only  to 
thcFirrtofhear  of  thefe  lafl  difafters  of  his  troops  ;  not  to 
'^^^  '  revenge  them.  He  had  lingered  through  the  win- 
ter, at  Carlifle,  in  uncertain  health ;  difeafe  fap- 
ping  his  powers  of  life  j  yet,  his  fpirit  flill  man- 
fully bearing  him  up,  againfl'its  attacks;  and 
prcfling  forward  to  the  final  accomplifhuient  of  the 
grand  purpofe  of  his  ambition.     The  capture  and 

punifhment 
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punifiiinent  of  fome  of  Bruce's  moft  diftingui(hed^^^<^'r^J'' 
afTociates,  had  yielded  a  gratification  to  his  angry; 
and  perturbed  bread,  from  which  he  feemed,  for 
a  time,  to  regain  new  health  and  vigour.  The 
retirn  of  fpring,  and  the  fierce  impatience  of  his 
mind,  made  him  flatter  himfelf  with  the  perfuafion^ 
that  he  had,  at  length,  recovered  from  a  diftemper 
under  which>  he  was  foon  to  fall.  In  gratitude  to 
heaven  for  his  fancied  recovery,,  he  offered  up  the 
horfe-litter  in  which  he  had  been  lately  borne,  as 
a  pious  deodand,  to  remain  in  the  cathedral  of 
Carlifle.  He  then  mounted  his  war-horfe, .  and 
attempted  to  proceed  to  Scotland.  But,  at  the  end 
of  four  days,  he*  had  travelled  only  fix  miles.  On 
the  feventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  feven,  he  expired  at  Burgh  on 
Sand ;  within  fight  of  Scotland  ;  which,  after .  all 
his  efforts  to  fubjeft  it  to  the  Eijglifli  Crown ;  was 
{nil  unfubdued ;  and  was  foon  Co  be  wholly  eman- 
cipated from  the  Engliih  yoke.  Even  amid  the 
pains,  and  the  devotions  of  his  lad  hours,  dill 
breathing  the  fame  fpirit  of  warfare  and  ambition 
which  had  animated  him  through  life ;  he,  with 
his  dying  words,  enjoined  his'  attendants  to  bear 
his  corpfe,  into  Scotland  before  the  army,  and  to 
preferve  it  unburied,  till  the  Scots  fhouldbe  wholly 
fubdued*. 

VojL/II.  P  Tm 
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sicT.  I.        The  charader  of,  Edward  (hall  not  be  paffed 

Ch.  IV. 

o^y^o  over,  without  eulogy,  even  in  the  hiftory  of  a 
of^Ed^"^"  people  whom  he  long  laboured  to  enflaye.  His 
vard.  figure  was  ftately,  robuft,  and  graceful.  Amidft 
the  troubles  of  his  father's  reign,  he  was  forflled, 
in  early  youth,  to  valour,  fortitude,  and  political 
wifdom.  No  European  Knight  acquired  higher 
glory,  in  the  Holy  Land,  than  Edwai-d  ;  at  a  time, 
when  the  crufades,  and  the  wars  for  recovering 
that  facred  territory  from  the  infidels ;  were  the 
grand  fchool;  or  rather  theatre  of  heroifm  and 
chivalry ;  on  which*  all  the  moft  illuftrious  waf- 
riours  of  the  Weft,  contended,  firft,  to  diftinguift 
their  youthful  names,  by  martial  honours,  or  6vea 
to  crown  the  glories  of  long  and  heroic  lives,  by 
deeds  exceeding  their  former  fame.  Returning 
to  Britain,  he  Yucceeded  to  the  Englifh  Throne, 
with  the  general  favour  of  his  fubjefts  ;  but,  in  a 
feafon  the  difficulties  of  which  required  the  abilities 
of  a  hero,  and  of  a  fage,  to  be  united  in  him  who 
was,  here,  to  wield  the  fceptre.  To  his  turbulent 
and  ambitious  nobles,  he  ikilfully  yielded,  what, 
it  feemed  probable  that,  in  a  qonteft,  they  might 
be  able  to  wreft  from  him  ;  yet,  granted  nothing 
which  he  could,  by  any  means,  preferve  to  the 
authority  of  the  Crown ;  and  let  flip  no  fair  occa- 
fion  of  refuming  what  he  bad  reluftantly  beftowed, 
and  of  weakening  the  power,  and  humbling  the 
^rrogance  of  that  nobility,  as  far  as  he  might, 

without: 
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without  depriving  himfelf  or  future  fovereigns  of^'^'^yj' 
their  ufeful  fupport.  By  the  final  conqueft  Df»^,#nr^.^ 
Wales,  and  its  union  to  England,  he  did  miich  to- 
wards the  augmentation  of  the  military  ftrength  oF 
the  Cngli(h  nation,  and  towards  the  eflablifliment 
of  that  fecurity  and  tranquility  which  are  the  pa- 
rents of  refinement  and  civilization.  Nor  did  his 
grand  defigns,  or  the  occafional  perplexities  of  his 
affairs,  in  Britain,  hinder  him  from  defending  his 
pofleflions  in  France,  and  maintaining  the  wonted 
influence  of  his  family,  upon  the  politics  and  wars 
of  the  continent.  Who  will  affirm,  that  it  was  a 
wild,  martial  ambition  ;  and  not  rather  a  defire  to 
promote,  by  peace  and  union,  the  general  felicity  , 
and  glory  of  the  Britifh  nations  ;  that  prompted 
him  to  purfue  the  conqueft  of  Scottifh  liberty,  by 
fo  long  a  train  of  complex  and  artful  policy,  and 
by  fuch  a  variety  of  military  enterprizes  ?  It  is  not 
flrange,  that,  in  Edward,  as  with  many  other  llluf- 
trious  men,  wife  policy  Ihould,  at  times,  have  de- 
generated into  cunning  and  fraudful  artifice.  He 
is  not  juftly  to  be  called  cruel^  who  fp  cafily  par- 
dons what  he  accounts  rebellion,  and  who  (heds 
the  blood  of  war  in  peace,  fo  fparingly,  as  did  Ed- 
ward* If  the  (Execution  of  Wallace  were  excruci- 
ating and  cruel;  fomething  muft  be.  alio  wed  to 
have  been  due  to  the  forrow  and  revenge  of  thofe 
whofe  parents,  brothers,  children,  had  perilhed 
by  his  arms  \  fomething  is  perhaps  to  be  pardoned 

to 
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Sect.. I.  to  the  impotent  rage  of  a  rival,  unable  to  find  any- 
other  refource  againft  the  oppofition  of  a  more 
exalted  perfonal  charafter,  than  that  of  crufliing  it 
to  deftrudion  ;  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  coo!, 
political  wifdom,  when  it  happens  to  find  benigfiity 
and  mercy  incompatible  with  its  purpofes,  is  ever 
more  relentlefsly  cruel,  than  anger  or  ferocity. 
When  he  delivered  over  to  the  executioner,  the 
brothers  and  other  adherents  of  Bruce  ;  his  pat 
fions  were  ^xafperated  by  the  pertinacious  infur- 
reflions,  and  by  the  unconquerable,  irreconcilcable 
oppofition  of  the  Scots  ;  and  his  temper  was  fourcd 
by  the  many  vexations  and  difappointments  of  life, 
and  by  the  pains  and  infirmities  of  drooping,  ex- 
piring age.  Not  that  any  peculiarity  of  charafter 
or  circumftances,  can  juftify  violence,  cruelty,  or 
fraud.  But,  the  charafter  of  man  is  always  to  be 
eftimated  by  the  ftandard  of  humanity  ;  and  due 
allowance  is  ever  to  be  made  for  the  neceffary  in- 
fluence  of  diverfity  of  circumftances,  upon  the 
fentiments  and  conduft  of  different  men.  Thus 
candidly  viewed,  Edward  the  Firft  of  England, 
will  probably  appear,  to  have  exhibited,  in  his 
charafter,  as  much  virtjiie,  in  union  with  as  much 
valour,  and  as  much  prudence,  as  have  diftinguifli- 
ed  almoft  any  warriour  or  ftatefman,  of  any  age, 
or  nation. 

While 
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WH11.E  the  death  of  their  King,  and  other  con-s^cr.  i, 

Ch.  VI; 

comitant  events,  for  a  time,  palfied,  or  fruftratedw,*-ys»^ 
the  enterprizes  of  the  Engli(h  ^  Bruce  flighted  noj^^JJ^^  j[ 
opportunity  that  offered,  to  enable  him,  to  win®"'  of 
new  partizans,  to  efpoufe  his  caufe  ;  and  to  con- 
quer back  a  larger,  and  ftill  a  larger  extent  of  the 
Scottifh  territories,  out-of  the  hands  of  his  enemiesi 
Young  Edward,  indeed,  after  affuming  the  enfigns 
of  royalty,  made  a  fhow  of  obeying  his  father's    • 
dying  injundions,  and  of  profecuting  the  conqueft 
of  Scotland.     In  a  gay  and  idle  progrefs,  rather 
than  in  a  military  expedition ;  he  advanced  with 
his  army,  through  Annandale  and  Nithfdale  ;  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  were>  as  yet,  obedient  to  his 
dominion ;  to  Cumnock,  on  the  confines  of  Ayr- 
ftiire ;  the  only  county  in  which  Bruce's  royal  au- 
thority was,  at  this  time,  duly  acknowledged.   But, 
Bruce  and  his  partizans  were  not  ignorant,  that 
young  Edward  was  impatient  to  return  into  Eng- 
land ;  to  enjoy  the  pageantries,  of  a  coronation, 
znd  to  indulge  in  the  vain  pleafures,  and  licentious 
exceffes,  into  which  .he  might  now  plunge,  without 
reftraint.     They  wifely  avoided  encountering  his 
powerful  army,  before  which   they  would  have 
been,  but  an  handful.     Retiring  to  their  fecret  re-  * 
cefles,  into  which  Edward  was  little  difpofed  to 
purfue  them  ;  they  left  him  to  be  eafily  perfuaded, 
by  the  flattering  fuggeftioiis  of  his  courxiers,  that, 
flnce  no  hoftile  hofl:  appeared,  to  oppofe  his  pro- 
grefs 
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s*cT.  I.    grefe,  there  remained  therefore  none  in  Scotland. 

Cn  VI.      o         ' 

u^r*,^  whofe  rebellion  could  materially  difturb  his  go- 
vernment. Edwj^rd  was  pleafed  to  find  a  plaufible 
pretext  for  terminating  his  expedition.  He  con- 
firmed the  Earl  of  Pembrbke  in  the  Lieutenancy 
of  Scotland, -which  he  had,  before,  adminiftercd  ; 
impowered  him  to  receive  to  grace^  all  the  Scottifli 
infurgents,  except  thofc  who  had  been  accomplices 
in  the  murther  of  Camyn  ;  and  then,  in  great 
hafte,  departed  towards  England.  Yet,  as  he  re- 
tired, he,  upon  fome  capricious  motive,  fuddenly 
difmiffed  Pembroke  from  the  Lieutenancy  of  Scot-^ 
land ;  and  nominated  John  de  Bretagne,  to  fucceed 
him*. 

Conft.      .  No  fooner  were  the  news  of  the  death  of  Ed- 
^!^nth  ward  the  Firft,  of  the  firft  meafurcs  of  his  fon's 
J[^^** reign,  of  the  i*uitlefs  expedition,  and  abrupt  re- 
ofhi»fonstj.Qj^t  of  the  Englifh  ;  generally  known  throughout 
Scotland ;   than  a   mighty  change  was  wrought 
upon  the  fentiments  of  all  men,  in  refpeft  to  the 
independence,  or   final  fubmiffion  of  the  Scots. 
Bruce,  and  thofe  who  had  hitherto  fought  and 
-    fuflFered  with  him,  were  now  encouraged  to  enter- 
tain the  moft  fanguine  hopes ;  not  only  of  impu- 
nity for  their  pretended  treafon  againft  the  Eng- 
lifh  governni^nt ;  but  of  fuccefsfuUy  vindicating   * 
the  liberties  of  their  country  ;  and  of  aggrandiz- 

ing 
*  Foidera  III.  i.  7.  10,  kd 
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ing  their  own  fortunes  and  honours.  Many,  who  sect  i. 
although  fecretly  friends  to  their  purpofes  and  ef-v,„.»viv 
forts,  had  been  deterred,  by  the  formidable  name 
of  the  firft  Edward,  from  declaring  openly  in  their 
favour ;  now  haftened  to  join  them,  and  to  claim 
the  merit  of  contending  in  the  fame  caufe.  Not 
a  few  of  thofe  light,  fickle  charaflers  ;  who,  in  ci- 
vil broils,  inceffantly  veer, — they  fcarcely  know 
why, — from  party  to  party ;  deferted,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  capricious  eagernefs  to  the  fide  of  Bruce, 
The  loyalty  and  zeal  of  thofe  who  continued  faith- 
ful to  the  Englifli  government,  began,  infenfibly, 
to  languifh.  All  men  began,  in  imagination,  to 
anticipate,  .with  fear  or  hope,  the  firm  eftablilh- 
ment  of  Bruce,  upon  the  Scottifh  throne. 

Already  mafter  of  all  Ayrfliire,  except  the 
caftle  of  Ayr;  and  by  the  ekertions  of  Douglas, 
of  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  fliires  of  La- 
nerk  and  Renfrew  :  Bruce  now  undertook  an  en- Bruce 
terprize  out  of  Carrick,  into  Galloway ;  to  avenge,  UJroSi^, 
upon  Macdowall,  the  defeat  and  (laughter  of  his^j^y*"**' 
Irifh  Allies;  and,  if  pofGble,  to  win  the  allegiance 
of  the  people  of  that  country.    The  Galwegians 
refufed,  for  the  greater  part,  to  join  his  ftaridard  ;  ^ 

yet  could  not  oppofe  any  adequate  force,  to  check 
'  his  inroads  into  their  territory.     A  great  part  of 
Galloway  was  the  inheritance  of  Comyn  whom  he 
bad  llain,  or  of  Macdowall,  his  inveterate  enemy. 

Xt 
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ch^^'v    ^^  ^*^  contiguous,  alfo,  to  the  weftern  border  of 
u^^y%^  England,  and  many  of  its.prefent  inhabitants  were 
of  Englifli  defcent.      Hence  the  obftinacy  with 
which  they  refitted  the  folicitations  of  Bruce,  and 
perfevered  in  that  allegiance  which  they  had  vow* 
ed  to  the  Englifh  King.    Nor  is  it  improbable, 
that  fome  of  them  migh;  ftill  cherifti  a  refpeft  for 
the  rival  rights  and  interefts  of  Balliol,  who  had 
once  poffefled  extenfive  eftates  in  Lower  Gallo- 
Bnice      ''^^y^     Bruce,  with  his  followers,  over-ran  their 
Suiowa  .^^^^^y  9  burning  down  their  houfes  j  maifacring, 
but  i»  for- without  diftinfliou,  every  fex  and  age  ;  carrying 
tire,  be-   away  their  flocks  and  herds ;  and  fpoiling  all  their 
cuuag"it.  other  goods.      Some  of  the  Galwegian  ftrong- 
A.  D.    holds,  on  the  fea-coaft,  or  in  the  interior  country, 
^^^^'    were  fet  on  fire,  or  taken  by  aflault.  '  Others,  be- 
ing more  inacceffible,  or  better  defended,  with- 
flood  their  hafty,  irregular  ^flforts.     But,  before 
Bruce  could  accomplifh  the  final  conqueft  of  Gal- 
loway, the  approach  of  an  Englifh  army,  which  he 
had  not  a  fufficient  force,  to  oppofe,  obliged  him 
to  retire  precipitately  into  Carrick*, 

Uctr  plans  Unable  to  make  farther  progrefs,  at  this  time, 
"rfzcs"©"  *^  eftablifhing  his  authority  in  the  fouth-weft  coun- 
Brnce  andfics ;  Brucc  was  now  induced  to  think  of  expedi- 
crs.         tions  into  fome  other  parts  ef  the  kingdom.     A 

fufficient 

♦  Barbour,  B.  VIL  Vol.  I:— Fccdcra  III.  14,  &c. 
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fuiSct«it  force  was  left  in  the   fliires  of  Avt.'^ct.  i. 

Ch.  VI, 

Renfrew,  and  Lanerk,  to  maintain,  at  leaft,u#^y^ 
thofe  advantages  which  the  Brucians  had  already 
gained,  if  not  to  make  any  new  impreflion  upon 
the  Engliih,  in  thefc  diftrifts.  While  James  Doug- 
las went,  from  Douglas-dale,  into  the  foreft  of  Sel- 
kirk, which  then  comprehended  a  very  ample  range 
of  territory  ;and  while  the  future  invafion  of  Gal- 
bway,  was  affigned  to  Edward  Bruce  ;  the  King 
himfelf  was  encouraged  to  pafs  into  the  north-weft 
Highlands ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  now 
very  generally  inclined  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.  The 
increafed  favour  of  the  nation  towards  Robert 
Bruce,  fufEciently  juftified  this  diftribution  of  the 
force  of  his  party ;  and  feemed  to  promife  the  hap- 
pieft  confequences  from  the  feparate  e^^ertions  of 
their  three  moft  diAinguiflied  leaders*. , 

In  the  weftem  and  northern  Highlands,  Brucesucceffet 
met  with  little  oppqfition.     Into  thefe  parts  ofjf  fj^;?*^ 
Scotland,  the  Englifh    had  fcarcely  ever  pene-**®"^:**^ 
trated ;  or  at  leaft,  they  had  not  there  ftationed 
any  garrifons  fufEciently  ftrong,  to  overawe  the 
native  inhabitants.     The  cafUes,  alfo,  were  too 
few,  and  too  imperfedly  fortified,  to  maintain  an 
authority  over  the  people  of  the  open  country, 
which    they  were    averfe    from   acknowledging. 
Vol.  II.  (^  With 

♦  Barbour,  VoL  II.  B.  VIIJ.  kc.  ^ 
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spct.  I.    With  an  army  greatly  augmented  by  thofe  who 


daily  joined  his  ftandard,  hi  the  courfe  of  his  prc- 
^-  ^-    fcnt  expedition ;  Bruce  purfued  his  profperous  ca- 
reer, eaftward  to  Marre,  and  the  country  about 
Aberdeen.     Here  he  found  the  Earl  of  Buchan, 
the  pvefent  Chief  of  the  family  of  the  Comyiis, 
ready,   with  a  confiderable  force  of  Scottifh  and 
Fjigliih  troops,  to  give  him  battle.     The  King,  al- 
though then  languid,  and  fick  of  a  feverifli  or 
rheumatic  illnefs,  was  even  more  forward,  than 
Comyn,   to   try  the  fortune  of  an  engagement. 
The  bold  adivity  of  his  mind  feemed  to  triumph 
over  the  weaknefs  of  his  body,  and  to  difpel  the 
difeafe  with  which  he  had  been,  for  fome  time  af- 
fiided.     At  the  firft  onfet,  the  troops  of  Buchan, 
were  defeated  and  difperfed.     Bruce,  with  his  ar- 
ijlPiy,  fierv:.  !y  purfued  ;    flaughtered  many   of  the 
enemy,  in  iheir  fcattered  flight ;  urged  the  purfuit 
through  the  country  of  Buchan  ;  and,  wafting  this 
diftricl  with  fire  and  fword  ;  fpared  none  of  its 
inhabitants,  alive,  fave  only  jhofe  who  fwore  fealty 
to  King  Robert,  and  agreed  to  ferve  in  arms,  a- 
gainft  his  enemies.     Buchan  was  the  poffcfUon  of 
his  bittereft  and  moft  hated  foes ;  and  he  appears 
to  have  ravaged  it  to  a  degree  of  defolation,  ex- 
ceeding what  is  ordinarily  produced  by  the  fury 
of  war.     After  thcfe  fucceflfes,  fear,  hppe,  and  ad- 

miration 
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miration  brought  many  eminent  partJssans  to  en.?^*^^.  i- 
lift  under  his  banner*. 


Thus  flufhed  with  vi£Iory ;  and  ftrengthened  Capture  of 
by  contiijual  re-inforcements ;  thefe  brave  Scots  of  Forfar, 
impetuoufly  profecuted  their  career  of  conqueft.^f  p^/^! 
They  had  turned  their  faces  fouthward ;  aiid  were 
impatient   to  reach  the  frith  of  Forth,   without 
leaving  an  enemy  in  arms  behind  them.    An  Eng- 
!i/h  garrifon  ftill  held,  for  Edward,  the  caftle  of 
Forfar.     Forrefter,  a  brave  knight  in  Bruce's  ar-    a.  d. 
my,  taking   advantage  of    the   careleffnefs   with     ^^  ' 
which  they  kept  watch,  fcaled  the  wall,  by  night, 
undifcovered  ;  and,  although  accompanied  but  by 
a  few  chofen  comrades ;  eafily  prevailed  over,  and 
ilaughtcred,  the  garrifon.    Bruce,  after  difmantling 
this  caftle,  which  had  been  thus  gallantly  won  for 
him,  continued  his  march  to  the  banks  of  the  Tay  ; 
and  attempted,  but  not  yet  fuccefsfully,  to  take 
Perth,  by  a  fudden  affault.  ^  Want  of  military  en- 
gines, and  other  inftruments  of  war ;  as  well  as 
the  return  of  winter  ;  rendered  Bruce  unable  ei- 
ther  to  prefs  the  fiege,  at  this  time,  with  fufficient 
vigour,  or  to  turn  it  into  a  clofe  blockadef . 

In 

•  Fordun.  L.  XII.  C.  13.17  :— Barbour,  B.  IX :— j.  Ma- 
jor, L.  IV.  Folio,  80. 

t  Fordun.  XIL  17:— Barbour,  B.  IX:— H.  Bocth.  Lib. 
XIV.  Folio,  312. 
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sscT^t.  In  the  mean  time,  James  Douglas  had  amioyed 
u«'-v^«*i  the  Englifh,  in  the  fouth,  with  valour,  wifdom, 
and  fuccefs,  not  unworthy  of  the  fortunes  and  ex- 
Enterpriz-ertions  of  bis  Sovereig!!,  in  the  north.  His  firfl 
DmigUwI^'enterprize  had  been  undertaken  againft  the  caftle 
of  Lanerk ;  one  of  the  moft  important  places  of 
ftrength  which  the  Engliih  held  in  that  diftri^l. 
By  a  (Iratagem,  he  drew  a  great  part  of  the  garri- 
fon,  with  their  commander,  out  of  the  caftle  j  to 
a  place  whefe  he  and  his  followers,  rifing  out  of 
ambmh ;  fell  upon  thsm  unthinking  of  danger, 
'  and  imperfe£tly  armed ;  and  flew  them,  almoft  to 
a  man.  The  few  furvivors  of  the  garrifon,  gladly 
yielded  up  the  caftle,  upon  a  capitulation,  by  which 
they  were  difmified,  uninjured,  to  the  neareft  poft 
belonging  to  their  countrymen.  Thus  mafter  of 
iLanerk-Caftle,  Douglas,  by  continual  excurfions, 
foon  acquired,  for  Edng  Robert,  the  mountains  of 
Clydefdale  and  Tweeddale,  with  the  foreft  of  Sel- 
kirk ;  and  even  fpread  the  terrour  of  his  name, 
througTi  the  foreft  of  Jedburgh,  and  to  the  very 
border  of  England.  Amid  his  exertions,  in  thefe 
parts,  againft  the  Englifh  and  thofe  Scots  who 
ftill  adhered  to  the  Englifh  intereft ;  he  luckily 
furprized,  in  a  lonely  cottage,  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  fite  of  the  town  of  Peebles,  three  illuftri* 
ous  Scots,  then  attached  to  Edward ;  and  made 
two  of  them,  Thomas  Randolph,  ahd  Alexander 
Stewart,  prifqners  j  while  Adanj  Gordon,  the  third 
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of  the  party,  efcaped.     Randolph,  the^  nephew  of ^^J^^^^'- 
the  King,  had  aflifted  at  his  coronation  ;  but,  ha-u-^y^^ 
ymg  fince  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifb,  had    a.  d. 
made  his  peace  with  them^  by  abjuring  his  ancle's 
caufe.     Being  now  fent  by  Douglas,  to  the  King, 
he  was  for  a  time,  imprifoned }  but  was,  within 
no  long  fpace,  reconciled  to  Bruce ;  and  became, 
as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee,  fecond  to  none  of  the 
Scottifh  nobles,  for  heroifm  and  fidelity,  as  the 
champion  of  his  King  and  country*ii 

This  ferics  of  fucceffes,  in  every  different  part  Ed w^  ^ 
of  the  kingdom,  in  which  there  had  been  any  en-®^^^^ 
terprize  tried,  in  behalf  of  King  Robert ;  excited 'oway, 
his  brother  Edward  Bruce,  to  make  a  new  attempt 
upon  Galloway.     This  country ;  naturally  almoft    a.  n. 
iaaccefiible,  on  account  of  its  rocky  hills,  wild    *'**** 
heaths,  deep  vales,  rivers,  lakes,  moraffes,  and  im« 
pervious  forefts  ;  was  alfo  fortified ;  both  on  the 
coaft  ;  and  amidft  the  lakes,  and  on- the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  in  its  interior  parts  ;  with  many  towers 
and  (Irongholds ;  which  had  efcaped  de(lru6tion 
in  the  inroads  by  which  it  was  lately  ravaged,  or 
had  been  fince  renewed.     The  Galwegian  force 
confided  partly  of  Macdowall,  with  his  friends, 
native  inhabitants  of  the  country ;  in  part,  of  Eng- 
liih  troops,  fent  to  their  affiftance,  under  the  com- 
mand > 

*  Barbour,  Book  IX. 
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Sect.  I.  mand  of  John  de  St  John,  and  Ingram  Umfraville. 
As  Edward  Bruce  advanced  into  Galloway ;  pro- 
bably from  Balloch  Caftle,  feated  on  an  iflet  in 
Loch- Boon,  at  the  confine  between  Carrick  and 
Galloway ;  he  was  encountered,  ere  he  had  pene- 
trated far ;  by  the  men  of -Galloway,  at  the  paffage 
acrofs  the  river  Dee,  about  fix  miles,  above  the 
place  of  its  jundion  with  the  Ken.  There,  on  an 
open  heath,  at  a  place  ftill  named  Cratgnell^  a  def- 
perate  fight  wfued,  in  which,  however,  the  Bru- 
cians  were  eafily  viftorious.  Purfuing,  with*  their 
ufual  impetuofity,  the  fleeing  enemy,  they  over- 
ran the  country  almoft  to  Buittle-Callle  ;  to  which 
they  dnrft  not  yet  lay  fiege.  But,  the  fea-coaft  of 
Galloway,  was  ftill  in  the  ]f>ofleflion  of  the  Englifli, 
er  of  Scottifli  vaflals,  willingly  obedient  to  them : 
And  the  alarm  excited  by  this  fudden  re-appear- 
ance of  a  Brucian  force,  and  by  the  terrible  fury 
and  fuccefs  of  their  invafion ;  prompted  thofe  who 
commanded,  here,  for  the  Englifli  King,  to  draw 
all  their  troops  together ;  and  to  rilk  the  event  pf 
a  battle,  which  might  effeftually  determine,  what 
fovereign,  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrid,  were 
henceforth  to  obey.  Edward  Bruce,  continWng 
his  excurfions  from  the  faftnefles  which  he  had 
won,  in  the  interior  country,  was  met  by  the  whole 
Englifli  and  Galwegian  force,  on  a  plain,  near 
Caer-Uchtrid,  oit  the  banks  of  the  river  Cree. 
Taking  advantage  of  a  foggy  morning  ;  while  the 
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two  armies  W6re  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  each'5"CT.  i. 

Ch.  VI. 

Other,  but  had  not  yet  joined  in  battle  ;  Edward,  v-x^oL/ 
with  fifty  hprfemen,  came,  fuddenly  and  unper- 
ceived,  upon  the  enemy  ;  and,  ere  they  could  re- 
cover from  the  confufion^  into  which  they  were 
thrown  by  this  furprize,  or  difcern  the  number  of 
rhofe  who  attacked  them ;  he  drove  them  into 
panic  flight  j  leaving  to  his  infantry,  no  care,  but 
to  join  in  the  purfuit  and  flaughter  of  the  unrefift-. 
ing  fugitives.  Many  were  flain  in  nht  purfuit ; 
and  among  others,  Macdowall ;  whofe  oppofition 
had  hitherto  been  more  formidable  to  the  Bruci- 
ans,  than  that  of  any  other  Galwegian  chieftain. 
Neither  the  Englifli,  xlor  the  native  Galwegians 
could  longer  difpute  with  Edward  Bruce,  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  open  country.  His  ftratagems  were 
too  numerous  and  artful,  to  be  forfeen  or  fruftra- 
ted  ;  hi§  aftivity  was  unwearied;  the  fury  of  bis 
valour,  was  dauntlefs  and  irrefiftible.  He  purfued 
his  enemies  into  all  their  faftneflfes  and  fortreflfes ; 
and,  in  a  (hort  time,  had  won  every  caflle  and 
ftrong-hold ;  and  had  made  all  perfons  fwear  alle- 
giance to  King  Robert,  from  the  Irifh  Channel  to 
the  banks  of  the  Nith ;  and  from  the  Solway- 
Frith,  to  the  borders  of  Nithfdale  and  Carrick.*. 

Other 

^  Barbour,  B.  IX;— Fordun.  XII.  18:— Bocth.  Lib, 
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s»cT.  I.       Other  cares  had  occupied 'the  attention  of  the 
w^^vV  young  King  of  England,  and  of  his  favourites  and 
courtiers  ;  v/hile  the  conquefts  of  his  father,  were 
thus  rapidly  refcued  from  under  his  dominion, 
He  had  probably  believed  the  force  lately  left  un- 
der the  command  of  de  Bretagqe ;  with  the  troops 
difperfed  in  garrifon,  in  the  different  (trong- holds 
throughout  Scotland ;  and  with  the  affiftance  of 
thofe  Scots  who  ftill  acknowledged  the  EngUlh 
government ;  to  be  fully  fufficient  for  fupprefling 
any  remains  of  rebellion,  that  might  ftill  fubfift  in 
this  country,  and  for  preventing  any  future  infur- 
reftion.     Amidft  the  firft  news  he  received,  of  the 
growing  diftraftions,  he  was  induced  to  releafe 
Lamberton,  Archbilhop  of  St  Andrew's,  out  of 
the  confinement  in  which  he  had  been,  for  fome 
time,  held ;  and  to  difmifs  him,  under  fureties, 
into  Scotland  ;  that  his  good  offices  might  there 
reconcile  the  infurgents,  once  more,  to  their  duty. 
But,  Lamberton,  whatever  pretences  or  engage- 
ment3,  he  might  think  it  necefiary  and  honed,  to 
make,  in  order  to  regain  his  liberty ;  was,  in  his 
heart,  a  zealous  friend  to  the  caufe  of  Scottiih  in- 
dependence ;  and  there  was  no  agreement  efife&ed 
Trace  andby  his  intermediation.     The  appointment  and  dif- 
^^^'    miflal  of  a  fucceflion  of  governors,  in  a  very  (hort 
fpace  of  time,  betrayed  the  anxiety  and  irrefolution 
of  Edward*s  counfels  concerning  Scotland  ;  but 
brought  no  effedual  aid,  to  enable  his  fervants,  in 
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this  kingdom,  to  check  the  fuccefsful  career  of  the?,^c^^  i. 
Brucians.  Philip,  King  of  France,  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  induced,  by  the  gallantry  and  profpe- 
rous  fortune  of  Bruce,  and  by  the  evident  weak- 
ncfs  and  folly  of  young  Edward's  government,  to 
interpofe  his  friendly  fervices  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring,  at  leaft  a  truce,  for  fome  time,  between 
the  two  contending  nations.  One  truce,  thus  nego-  1310. 
tiated,  another,  and  afterwards  a  third,  ptotraded, 
for  fome  years  longer,  the  final  overthrow  of  the 
Engliih  power  in  Scotland*. 

While  the  Englifli  affeHed  to  defpife,  and  only 
prepared  to  oppofe,  the  partizans  and  fucceffes  of 
Bruce;  this  wife  and  brave  Prince  ftill  applied 
himfelf,  indefatigably,  to  eftablifh*  and  extend  his 
power.     Except  only  the  Stewarts  and  their  vaf- 
fals,  inhabitants  of  Lorn  ;  almoft  all  that  divifioii 
of  the  Scottiih  kingdom,  lying  north  from  the 
Frith  of  Tay^  on  the  one  fide,  and  from  Loch^ 
Fine  pn  the  other,  acknowledged  now  no  fovereign 
but  Bruce*     To  the  ,/outh, '  and  the  fouth-weft, 
Galloway,  Ayrfhire,  Clydefdale,  and  Tweeddalc, 
had  been  almoft  wholly  conquered  for  him.    Find-  ^ 
ing  himfelf  unable  to  take  by  affault,  a  town,  fo 
ftrongly  fortified  as  Perth,  fo  powerfully  garrifoned. 

Vol.  II.  R  fa 

*   Rymcri  Foedcra  III.  82.  94.  98.   160,   161.   127. 
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c"^vi     ^^  abundantly  fupplied  with  provifions  and  mili- 


tary (lores,  and  fo  advantageoufly  fituate  for  re- 
ceiving relief  by  fea ;  he  determined,  however, 
to  march  to  the  north-weft ;  to  cbaftife  the  men 
of  Lorn,  for  the  defeat  he  had  fuffered  from  them 
at  Dairy  ;  and  to  compel  them  to  forfwear  their 
of^iSrnc  2^*'^g^^^c^  ^o  the  Englift  King.  The  Lord  of 
Lorne,  aware  of  the  approach  of  Bruce,  with  a 
force  fufficient  for  the  conqueft  of  his  country, 
feized  the  pafs  by  the-  fide  of  Cruathan-ben^  be- 
tween Loch'Awe  and  Loch-Etive^  in  order  to  pre- 
clude his  nearer  accefs.  It  feemed  that,  thefe  paf- 
fes  might  be  defended  by  an  handful  of  men, 
againft  a  great  army ;  nor  would  It  be  eafy  for 
Bruce  to  enter  Lorn,  on  any  other  quarter. 
Againft  Bruce  and  his  forces,  however,  Stewart's 
A.  D.  precautions  proved  vain;  Of  this  invading  army, 
^^^^'  the  greater  part  were  light-armed ;  having  only 
bows,  quivers,  and  ihort  daggers ;  and  being  un- 
incumbered with  any  weight  of  dcfenfive  armour. 
Thefe,  Bruce,  dividing  into  two  bands ;  fent  one 
company  round  the  hill,  that  they  mirht  come, 
unexpefted,  behind  the  men  of  Lorn^  who  guarded 
the  pafs ;  while  he  made  the  other  afcend  the  fteep 
declivity  of  the  hill,  immediately  above  the  ftreight 
in  which  Stewart's  people  ftood  ready,  in  arms. 
With  his  fpearmen  and  cavalry,  he  himfelf  then 
charged  the  enemy,  on  their  front.  Befet,  in  this 
manner,  before,  behind,  and  on  the  Jlanky  the  men 
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of  Lorn  were  fo  far  from  being  able  to  rfepulfe  the?^^^^.  i. 
Brucians  from  the  pafs,  ihac  they  were,  theiiirelves,(.,«^v^ii,j 
cut  in  pieces,  hi  it,  without  making  any  confider* 
able  refiftance.  Bruce  next  advanced  to  Dun- 
ftaiFnage,  the  principal  cadle  belonging  to  the  Lord 
of  Lome  ;  took  this  caftle,  and  fpoiled  the  coan- 
try  ;  compelling  all  the  furviving  inhabitants  to 
fwear  allegiance  to  him  ;  while  Stewart,  the  chief- 
tain, with  difficulty,  made  his  efcape  by  fea,  an4 
fled  to  England  *. 

Edward,  although  already  contemned  and 
hated  by  his  Englifh  fubjeds,  on  account  of  his 
weak  attachment  to  an  unworthy  favourite,  and 
his  incapacity  for  difcharging  the  funflions  of  go- 
vernment }  found  leifurc,  at  length,  to  turn  his 
attention  upon  the  affairs  of  Scotland ;  and  fum- 
moned  his  military  vaffals,  to  attend  him,  on  an 
expedition  into  this  country.  In  the  end  of  the^  fniiticft 
month  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thoufandof  the 
three  hundred  and  ten,  he  arrived,  with  a  power  ^"-^'^ 
ful  army,  at  Roxburgh  on  the  confine  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  For  whatever  reaibn ;  he  con« 
dufited  this  army  onwards,  by  a  route,  which  could 
not  be  eaiily  paffable ;  through  the  foreft  of  Sel- 
kirk ;  in  which  fuch  enemies  as  the  Scots,  might 

have 
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^^\}'    have  aflailed  them  with  great  advantage.     He  ad- 


13  lo. 


vanced,  in  thfs  direftion  to  Biggar,  and  thence  to 
A.  D.  Renfrew.  But,  Bruce  and  the  Scotf  wifely  avoided 
encountering  the  Englifh  in  the  open  field ;.  there 
was  a  fevere  famine  in  Scotland  ;  the  provifions 
which  the  Englifli  had  brought  with  them,  were 
quickly  confumed  ;  the  inclemencies  of  the  climate 
and  th'e  feafon,  were  greatly  difcouraging  j  the 
time  was  but  fliort,  for  which  the  military  vaffals 
compofing  Edward-s  army,  could  be  legally  com- 
pelled  to  ferve  in  the  prefent  enterprize  ;  nor  were 
they  fo  fubmiffive  to  his  authority,  or  fo  much  in- 
clined to  confide  in  the  counfels  and  generalfhip 
of  their  King  and  his  favourites  ;  as  voluntarily  to 
profecute,  under  them j^nch  an  expedition,  when 
they  had  fair  pretexts  for  defifting  from  it.  Ed- 
ward  was,  accordingly,  obliged  to  turn  his  march 
backwards  from  Renfrew,  without  having  accom- 
pliflied  any  thing  memorable,  againft  Bruce  and 
hh  fubjefts.  He  returned  by  the  way  of  Linlith- 
gow, and  through  Lothian,  to  Berwick  ;  and  there 
lingered  in  inaftiviry,  till  the  middle  of  July,  in 
the  following  year^. 

The  Englifli  King,  after  this  retreat,  retained 
hardly  any  pofleffions  in  Scotland  ^  but  a  few  of 

the 
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the  ftrongeft  caftles  ;  which  Bruce  was  ftill  unable  s«ct.  i. 
to  make  himfelf  mafter  of.    Famine  had  indeed. 


reduced  the  Scots  to  the  neceffity  of  feeding  upon 
the  fleOi  of  their  horfes  and  dogs.    But,  they  ob- 
tained fome  bccafional  relief  from  the  fea-port 
towns  of  Flanders ;  an(l  from  England, — fuch  was 
the  general  hatred  for  Piers  Gavefton,  the  King's 
fevouritc,  and  the  contempt  for  Edward  himfelf ! — 
there  appears  to  have  been,  as  well  aid  in  neceflaries, 
^  ufefiil  inteUigence,occafionally  conveyed  to  Bruce. 
In  the  beginning  of  winter,  the  Scots,  impatient  Tanher 
of  any  r^ft  from  hoftilities,  till  their  country  fhoulddoM  ^ 
be  wholly  free  ;   projeded  an  expedition  againfl^^*  ^°^' 
the  Ifle  of  Man  ;  but,  as  it  fhould  feem,  were  di- 
verted  from  the  profecution  of  this  enterprize. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  were 
already  fuffidently  hoftile  to  Edward,  and  friendly 
to  Brace.    It  was  by  their  intervention,  and  in   ^  ^• 
their  veflels,  that  provifions  and  military  itores 
were  conveyed  to  the  Scots,  in  Galloway,  from 
the  weftern  coafts  of  {Ingland*. 


Of  the  caftles  not  yet -recovered  from  the  Eng-Liniitiw 
lift,  that  of  Linlithgow  was  a  very  important  one.fkTikcn. 
It  was  held  for  Edward,  by  a  fufEcient  garrifon. 
In  the  feafon  of  hay-harveft,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  eleven,  this  garrifon  were 

to 
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&CT^  I.    to  receive  a  fupply  of  hay,  for  their  borfes,  from 


the  neighbouring  fields ;  and  a  peafant,  named 
William  Bunnock,  from  whom  it  was.  purchafed, 
was  to  convey  it,  in  carts,  into  the  caftle.  But, 
Bunnock  fecretly  detefted  the  Engliih ;  and  was 
A.  D.  ardently  attached  to  the  car/e  of  Brute.  In  con* 
^^"*  cert  with  his  neighbours  and  friends,  he  procured 
a  party  of  armed  men,  to  lie  in  ambufh  near,  while 
he  (hould  drive  a  load  of  hay,  to  the  caftle-gates. 
Within  a  cart,  feemingly  loaded  with  hay  alone, 
he  concealed  eight  of  his  comrades.  His  fervant 
led  the  horfes  ;  he  himfelf  following  behind.  The 
caftle-gates  were  opened,  without  fufpicion,  to  ad- 
mit the  horfes,  and  the  carriage,  with  the  perfons 
who  condufted  them.  No  Iboner  were  the  gates 
open,  and  the  cart  drag^^ed  between  them ;  than 
Bunnock's  fervant,  as  his  mafler  had  previoufly 
direftcd  him,  cut  the  ropes  by  which  the  horfes 
were  yoked  ;  and  twined  them  out,  loofe  from  the 
carriage.  The  eight  armed  men,  concealed  under 
the  hay,  then  fprang  up,  whh  a  loud.lhout  j  which 
was  the  fignal  agreed  upon,  to  call  in,  thofe  who 
lay,  in  ambufh,  near.  The  carriage  blocked  up 
the  gates,  fo  that  they  could  not  be  fhut.  Bun- 
nock, with  all  his  aflbciates,  rufhed  boldly  in ; 
eafily  maftered  the  garrifon,  at  this^time,  unufually 
weak,  in  confequence  of  having,  unfufpeftingly 
fent  out  detachments  through  the  country ;  and 
held  the  cattle  fecure  from '  being  recovered  by 

the 
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the  Englifh ;  till  he  delivered  it  up  to  Bruce,  his  sict.  l 
King*.  ''"'"• 


About  the  fame  time,  Edward,  having,  in  vain, 
fummoned  his  Barons  to  aifemble  at  Roxburgh,  in 
order  to  attend  him,  on  another  expedition  into 
Scotland ;  was  obliged  to  return  home,  without 
having  been  able  to  mufier  any  fufEcient  force ; 
and  left  his  garrifons  in  Scotland,  to  defend  them- 
felves,  how  they  might.  Bruce,  foon  after,  carried  inroais  rf 
the  war  into  England,  by  i  fudden  inroad  through  |nto^D«^ 
the  Biflioprick  of  Durham.  The  hope  of  plunder***™- 
was,  not  lefs  than  a  thirft  for  revenge,  a  motive 
to  this  expedition,  thus  undertaken  at  a  time  when 
continued. wars,  for  fo  long  a  feries  of  years,  had 
wafted  Scotland,  almofl:  to  utter  defolation.  He  a.ix 
ravag^  the  whole  Bifhoprick  with  fire  and  fword; 
fparing  no  fex,  age,  or  condition  ;  and  after  def« 
trdying  almofl  every  thing  that  could  not  be  brought 
away.;  returned  home,  with  a  large  and  rich  booty, 
to  the  relief  of  his  ftarving  fubjeds.  Nor  can  it 
appear  wonderful,  that,  in  an  age  fo  fierce  and  bar* 
barous;  and  between  two  nations  exafperatedagainfl 
one  another,  to  the  moft  inveterate  and  unrelenting 
hoflility ;  there  fhould  have  been  mutually  inflic* 
ted,  cruelties  more  atrocious,  than  in  occafional 

war 
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iicT.  I.    war  between  civilized  nations^  in  a  more  poUflied 
i^^-r^  and  enlightened  period*. 

The  Scottilh  King,  upon  Bis  return  home  from 
'is  expedition  into  England,  again  turned  himfelf, 
to  the  conqueft  of  his  caftles,  and  the  expulfion  of 
the  Englifli  garrifons.    Perth,  one  of  the  ftrong- 
efl:,  fortified  places,  in  Scotland,  had  been  power- 
fully garj-ifoned  by  the  Englifh,  immediately  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Methven.    Although  repeatedly 
aiTailed  by  the  Brucians,  fince  their  firft  fucceffes 
in  the  tlorth ;  it  had  ftill  withftood  all  their  ef- 
forts ;  unaffifted  as  thefe  were,  by  the  miUtary  en- 
gines then  in  ufe  for  battering  or  fcaling  the  wa}lsj 
and  for  difcharging  (lones  and  other  mifiile  wea- 
pons, at  fieges;     In  the  end,  then,  of  this  year  of 
his  firft  expedition  into  England,  Bruce  again  in- 
verted the  town  of  Perth  with  the  mod  powerful 
force  that  he  could  mufter.    For  a  confiderable 
time,  he  preffed  the  fiegp  with  the  utmoft  vigour ', 
but,  ftill  ineffedually  ;  becaufe  he  wanted  the  ne- 
ceifary  engines ;  and  becaufe  the  garrifon,  and  the 
reft  of  the  people  within  the  town,  were  too  vigi- 
lant to  be  furprized  by^  ftratagem.    Again,  he  was^ 
reluctantly  obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops,  and  to 
retire ;  leaft  famine,  and  the  difeafes  occafioned 
by  long  encampment,  on  low,  marfhy  ground,  in 

an- 

*  Fordun.  XII.  i8  :— Focdcra  III.  2^^. 
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an  inclement  feafon ;  fhould  cut  off  the  flower  of ?^"ct.  i. 

Ch.  VL 

thofe  brave  and  faithful  followers,  by  whofe  aid  s^^-n^^o 
he  had  now  nearly  re-conquered  Scotland.  But, 
no  fupplies  came  from  England,  to  relieve  or  re- 
inforce the  garrifon  of  Perth*  Bruce  would  not 
defift  from  his  purpofe,  or  fuffer  this  fingle  walled 
town,  for  ever  to  bafile  his  efforts.  Providing 
himfelf  with  fcaling-ladders  and  fuch  other  inftru- 
ments  as  he  could  find,  he  fpeedily  renewed  the 
iiege ;  at  a  time  when  thofe  within  the  town, 
were  pleafing  themfelves  with  the  perfuafion ;  that 
they  were  inclpfed  within  impregnable  walls,  and 
had  no  future  fiege  to  fear.  He  chofe  a  dark  Perth  ta- 
night ;  and  in  its  filence,  taking  a  chofen  band, 
conduced  them,  himfelf  in  perfon ;  partly  wading,  a.  d. 
partly  fwimming  ;  acrofs  a  ditch,  deep,  broad,  and  '^"' 
full  of  water,  that  furrounded  the  walls.  The  reft 
were  animated,  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occa- 
iions,  by  the  example  of  the  daring  valour  with 
which,  the  King'expofed  himfelf,  the  foremoft,  to 
danger.  The  conteft  among  them,  was,  who 
ihould  firft  crofs  the  ditch,  and  by  the  fcaling-lad- 
ders  which  they  carried  with  them,  mount  the 
walls  ?  This  gallant  and  perilous  enterprize  fuc- 
ceeded.  The  King  himfelf  was  the  fecond  to  en- 
ter  the  town.  The  garrifon  and  the  townfmea 
were  eafily  overpowered.  In  the  caftle,  and  in 
the  ftores  of  the  merchants,  a  confiderable  booty 
was  found,  of  thofe  things  which  the  captors  want- 
VojL.  11.  S  fid 
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Sect.  I.    ^d  the  moft,  for  the  relief  of  their  bwn  neceffities. 

Cb.  VI. 

^^0^^^^  The  flaughter  of  the  vanquiflied,  was  humanely 
ftaycd,  affoon  afr  their  refiftance  ceafed.  The  hou- 
fes  were  burnt,  and  the  walls  and  fortifications,  le- 
velled with  the  ground.  By  this  happy  atchieve- 
ment,  all  Perthfliire  and  Stratherne,  were  freed 
from  fervitude  to  the  Englilh,  and  reduced  under 
the  authority  of  King  Robert*. 

Dcfigns  Edward  of  England,  in  the  mean  time,  being 
tUcionf  of ftill  at  variance  with  his  barons,  and  fcorned  by 
Edward,  ^j^^jj^^  could  employ  no  efFeftual  means,  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  Bruce's  conquefts.  It  fcemed  un- 
avoidable, that  all  the  caftles  which  were  ftill  held 
for  the  Engliih,  muft  fall,  one  after  another,  into 
the  hands  of  the  Scots.  Edward,  afhamed  to  yield 
up  what  had  been  dearly  earned  by  his  father's 
toils  and  viftories  ;  yet  unable  to  preferve  it ;  wa- 
vered between  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  with  the 
Scots, — and  the  renewal  of  the  war,  with  fuch  vi- 
gour, as  to  fweep  them  at  once  from  their  land, 
by  the  invafion  ot  a  mighty  and  over-running  ar- 
my. Bruce  was  no  longer  a  puny  rebel,  wander, 
ing  on  the  mountains,  or  fkulking  anK)ng  the 
woods,  with  a  few  aiTociates  of  fortunes  defperate 
like  his  own  :  He  was  now  the  acknowledged  So- 
vereign 

♦Fordun.  XII.'  18  :— Barbour,  B.  IX  i—Boeth.  L.  XIV. 
:Folio,  312. 


Book  HI.]     HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  139 

vereien  of  almoft  the  whole  Scottifli  nation,  and^'CT.  i. 

"  Cii.  VI. 

mafter  of  almoft  all  Scotland.  By  truces,  Edward  v 
endeavoured,  at  lead  to  protraft  the  period  of  the 
final  overthrow  of  his  authority  in  this  kingdom  ; 
but,  a  truce  propofed  from  either  of  the  two  Kings, 
was  regarded  by  the  other  with  fufpicion  and  dif- 
truft  ;  nor  was  either  nation  willing  to  obferve  a 
truce,  longer,  than  till  the  fkil  fair  occafion  of  re- 
newing hoftilities  with  peculiar  advantage.  While 
Bruce  pufhed  bis  conquefts ;  Edward  frequently 
encouraged  his  principal  Scottiih  adherents,  by 
compenfating  the  lofies  they  fuiFered  in  Scotland, 
with  grants  of  lands  for  their  fupport,  in  England. 
Bruce,  deipiiing  the  feeble  government  of  Edward, 
renewed  his  incuriions  into  the  northern  provinces 
o£  England,  with  the  iame  fuccefs,  and  the  fame 
terrible  devaitation,  as  before.  Edward  came  north-  ^  ^^ 
wards,  to  oppofe  him  ;  but,  wanting  an  army^  and  '^'^'  - 
being  in  fear  of  his  own  barons  ;  could  undertake 
no  enterprize  for  that  purpofe^. 

The  fiege  of  the  Englifh  garrifons  remaining  iuRox- 
Scotland,  was  agaia  more  vigoroufly   renewed,^"J§^'j^ 
The  caftles  of  Dumfries,  arid  Dalfwinton,  on  the!^^"  V 

'  '  Douglas. 

confines  between  Galloway  and  Nithfdale,  were 
now,  at  laft  furrendered  to  Edward  Bruce.  Doug* 
las  went  againft  the  caftle  of  Roxburgh ;  and  by  a 

ftratagem, 

•  Fordan.  XII.  19: — Fccdcra  III.  ,313. 
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ch'^iv'  ftrsitagem,  took  it.  The  commander  of  the  garri- 
CiinrN,-^  fon,  was  Guillemin  de  Fiennes,  a  brave  Burgun- 
dian  Knight.  Douglas,  awaiting  the  evening  of 
Shrove-Tuefday ;  when  the  wonted  vigilance  of 
thofe  within  the  caftle,  would  probably  be  drown- 
ed in  feftivity  and  riot ;  prepared  ladders  of  ropes, 
for  fcaling  the  walls  ;  and  felefted  a  trofty  band, 
to  accompany  him,,  on  the  enterprize  which  he 
meditated.  On  the  deftined  evening,  he  and  his 
companions,  putting  on  frocks,  to  hide  their  ar- 
^•^'  mour,  repaired  to  the  vicinity  of  the  caftle.  The 
watchmen  perceiving  them,  fronj  the  battlements, 
in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  miftook  their  appear- 
ance for  that  of  fome  countryman's  oxen.  They 
advanced,  without  being  detefted,  clofe  up  to  the 
caftle-walls.  Simon  of  Leadhoufe,  who  had  fram- 
ed the  Jadders  of  ropes,  affoon  as  thefe  were  fixed 
by  hooks,  was  the  firft  who,  afcending  the  walls, 
made  trial  of  their  ftrength  and  fufficiency.  Doug, 
las^  and  the  reft  of  the  band,^  followed.  Leadhoufe, 
ere  they  could  join  him,  had  flain  the  watchmen, 
without  fuffering  them  to  alarm  thofe  within. 
Douglas  and  his  party,  then  rufhing  forwards,  fur- 
prized  almoft  the  whole  garrifon,  rioting  in  the 
great  hall.  The  larger  part  were  inftantly  flain, 
with  furious  carnage.  A  few,  however,  efcaping 
with  Fiennes,  their  commander,  into  one  of  the 
towers ;  made,  from  ity  an  obftinate  defence,  for 
neirly  two  days  j  till,  at  length,  Fiennes  receiving 

a  mor- 
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a  mortal  wound  in  the  face ;  the  reft  were  entireIyS«cTi. 
difcouraged ;  and  furrendered  to  Douglas.     Th^K^r^^^ 
captives  were  difmiflfed,  in  fafety,  into  England* 
The  caftle  was,  by  the  command  of  Bruce,  foott 
after  demoliihed*. 

About  the  fame  time,  Randolph,  now  recon-'Edia- 
died  to  his  uncle  and  King,  was  vigoroufly  prcf-^J^^^^^ 
fing  the  fiege  of  the  cattle  of  Edinburgh.    Piers  t^jStei^ 
Lombert,  a  Gafcon  Knight,  with  a  ftrong  gaitifon, 
plentifully  furnifhed   with  arms  and  provifions; 
held  this  <;aftle  for  King  Edward.     Lombert's  6^ 
delity,  however,  falling  by  fome  means,  under  the 
liifpicion  of  the  garrifon ;  they  put  him  in  confine* 
ment,  by  their  own  authority  ;  and  appointed  ano* 
ther,  from  among  themfelves,  to  command  in  the 
caftle.     Randolph,  in  vain,  continued  the  fiege :   a.  Sl 
He  wanted  engines,  to  make  an  imprefEon  on  the    *^'^ 
mafly  walls,  or  the  towering  rock  :  There  was  no 
hope  of  quickly  ftarving  the  garrifon  to  fubmit 
Con :  the  garrifon  were  Iheltered  in  the  buildings  * 
of  the  c^le, — while  the  befiegers  were  expofed 
under  the  open  iky,  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the 
feafon  and  climate :  The  garrifon  were  defended  by 
their  walls  and  battlements,  from  the  arrows  and 
other  miflile  weapons  of  the  befiegers, — ^but  thefe 

had 

♦  Barbour,  B.  X :— Fordun.  XII.  19  :— Boctb.  Folio,  313 
t  Jr$a4  Leland. 
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c'^'iv    ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  defence  to  prote<St  them,  when  they 
were  annoyed  by  the  darts  and  arrows  of  the  be- 
fieged.     At  lad,  William  French,  a  foldier  in  the 
Scottifh  army ;  propofed  to  conduA  a  party  up  the 
rock,  in  the  night,  by  a  narrow  and  winding  pach ; 
to  where  they  might  eafily  fcale,  a  lower  part  of 
the  exterior  wall ;  and  might  thus  mafter  the  gar- 
rifon,  by  furprize.     French  had,  in  his  youth, 
ferved  as  a  foldrer  in  the  cadle;  and  had  been 
then  accuftomed,  often  to  vifit,  by  night,  a  young 
woman  whom  he  loved,  in  the  town ;  fecretly  go- 
ing and  returning  by  the  path  which  he  now  dif- 
covered  to  Randolph.    His  propofition  was  readily 
liftened  to.     Randolph,  with  thirty  inen  ;  having 
French  for  their  guide ;  fet  out,  at  midnight,  to 
climb  the  rock,  furmount  the  caitle*wall,  and  fur- 
prize  the  garrifon.     They  proceeded,  with  extreme 
danger  and  difficulty,  but  without  any  unfortunate 
accident,  till  they  had  nearly  reached  the  foot  of 
the  wall.    They  there  found  a  fmall  recefs  in  the 
rock,  in  which,  while  they  refted  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, they  (aw  the  watchmen  pafs,  on  their 
rounds,  above,  but  remained,  themfelves,  uafeen. 
No  fooner  had  the  watchmen  pafied,  and  left  all 
on  that  fide,  quiet,  than  Randolph  and  his  foUow* 
ers  fixed  their  ladders  of  ropes,  and  fcaled  the 
walls ;  French  ftill  going  foremoft ;  Andrew  Gray, 
following  next ;  and  Randolph  himfelf  being  the 
third,  to  afcend.    Only  a  very  few  had  gained  the 
.  height 
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height  of  the  wall ;  when  the  garrifon  were  alarm- S"=ci\t, 
ed,  and  aflfembled,  to  oppofe  them.  The  combat  i^^V^nj 
was  fierce  and  defperate;  and  although  all  the 
men  of  Randolph's  party,  fooh  afcended,  to  fup- 
port  him ;  yet,  had  not  the  commander  of  the  cat 
tie  been  flain,  while  the  event  of  the  fight,  was 
ftill  doubtful ; ,  it  feemed  not  improbable,  that 
Randolph  and  his  comrades  might  have  all  perifli* 
ed,  amidft  the  hoft  of  foes,  among  whom  they  had, 
too  daringly,  ventured  themfelves.  But,  by  the 
fall  of  their  commander,  the  garrifon  were  thrown 
wholly  into  confufion ;  and  their  refiftance  footi 
ceafed.  Uncertain  concerning  the  numbers  of  thd 
Scots,  that  had  entered  the  caftle ;  they  fled  in  a 
panic  terrour,  as  if  the  whole  Scottifli  army  had 
been  upon  them.  Some  efcaped  out  at  the  gates ; 
fome  threw  themfelves  down  from  the  walls ;  others 
fought  concealment  in  the  cellars  and  fecret  recef* 
fes  belonging  to  the  caftle ;  the  greater  part  were 
flain.  Lombert,  the  depofed  governor,  was  found 
in  the  dungeon ;  from  which  being  immediately 
liberated  ;  he  entered  eagerly  into  the  fervice  of 
the  Scottifli  King ;  thus  juftifying  thofe  fufpicions 
which  had  prompted  the  garrifon  to  depofe  and 
imprifon  him.  Bruce  ordered  this  caftle,  alfo,  to 
be  demoliflied  ;  and  his  authority  was  foon  after, 
eftablifhed  throughout  all  the  circumjacent  coun- 
try*. 

These 
•  Barbour,  B.  X: — Fordun.  XIL  19. 
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c**^'vi*  These  were  not  the  only  caftles,  that,  about 
it^'r^imj  this  time,  were  conquered  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
zxpedi.  Englifh.  Edward  Bruce,  after  his  fuccefles  in  Gal- 
iSTof*     loway  and  Nithfdale,  had  proceeded  into  Renfrew- 


fhire,  and  had  there  aifaulted  and  taken  the  caftle 
of  Rutherglen  ;  which  had  been,  before,  ineffe&u^ 
ally  befieged.  From  Rutherglen,  this  gallant  war- 
riour  went,  foon  after,  northwards,  and  laid  fiege 
A.i>.  to  Dundee.  The  King  himfelf  in  the  mean  time, 
»3«^*3.  bejjig  now  mafter  of  the  fouth-weft  diftrifts  of 
Scotland,  led  an  army  out  of  Annandale  into  Cum- 
berland ;  and  ravaged  that  country  ;  while  its  in- 
habitants in  vain  demanded  fuccours  from  their 
Sovereign,  at  this  time  overwhelmed  and  diftrac- 
ted  with  other  cares.  Turning  from  his  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Cumbrians ;  and  taking  fuch  vef- 
fels  as  he  could  find  on  thefe  weftern  coafts  ;  Ro- 
bert Bruce  next  paffed  over  into  the  ifle  of  Mai) ; 
into  which  a  number  of  his  Galwegian  enemies 
|iad  made  their  efcape  ;  befieged  and  took  Caftle- 
Ruflin  ;  and  once  more  brought  this  ifle  into — at 
lead  a  temporary  fubjeftion  to  the  Scottifli  crown. 
A  chieftain  named  Macdowall ;  probably  from  Qal- 
loway ;  with  a  number  of  his  followers,  were  flain 
by  Bruce,  in  the  rencounter  which  determined  the 
fate  of  the  ifle  of  Man*. 

WHII.B 

*  Forduiu  XII.  19  :— Chronicon  Manniac,  fub  anno  1313. 
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While  the  Kiiig  of  the  Scots  in  perfon,  conduc-  ^^\\' 


ted  his  aflfairs  iVith  fuccefs,  in  the  weft  ;  and  his  bro- 
ther Edward,  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  earneftly  urged 
theTiege  of  Dundee  j  the  Englifh  King  beheld,  with  ■ 

anxious  concern,  the  ruin  of  hh  power,  and  the 
diftrefs  of  his  remaining  adherents  in  Scotland. 
Thofe  few  perfons,  on  the  Scottifh  border,  who 
(till  acknowledged  themfelves,  the  fubjedls  of  King 
Edward  ;  difpatched,  about  this  time,  Patrick  Gof- 
patrick.  Earl  of  March,  and  Adam  Gordon,  of 
Gordon  in  Berwickftiire ;  to  reprefent  their  diftref- 
fes  to  their  fdvereign,  and  to  claim  from  him,  #1- 
mediate  protedion,  and  aid.  .  His  conceffions  and 
misfortunes  had  now  begun  to  pacify  the  difcon- 
tents,  and  to  aroufe  the  loyalty  of  his  Englifh  fub- 
je&s  ;  and  he  was  enabled  to  foothe  and  encourage 
the  deputies  from  Scotland,  with  warm  promifes 
of  fpeedy  and  powerful  affiftance.  The  news  with 
which  they  returned,  was  eagerly  received  and 
credited  by  thofe-  whi3  Hill  held'  out  againft  King 
Robert;  From  the  fiege.and  capture  of  Dundee^sjegc  of 
Edward  Bruce  had  returned  acrofs  the  Forth,  andcaa^r 
had  befieged  the  caftle  of  Stirling.  When  he  had"*^'^^'"^** 
for  fome  time  profecuted  the  fiege  of  this  impor-  ^,  d. 
tant  place ;  and  the  befiegers  and  the  befieged  had  '^^^* 
mutually  annoyed  one  another,  with  nearly  equal 
fuccefs  ;  a  truce  was  propofed  between  them,  by 
Mowbray,  governor  of  the  caftle ;  on  this  condi#- 
tion,  that,  if  the  garrifon  (hould  not  obtain  relief 
yoLi  11.  T  from 
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c'^%1'  ^^^  England,  before  the  end  of  June,  in  the  cn- 
fuing  year,  they  would  then  furrendfer  thecaftleto 
the  Scots,  Edward  Bruce  raflily  agreed  to  this 
truce  ;  without  knowing  the  weaknefs  and  wants 
of  the  garrifon ;  or  the  confident  hopes,  which 
they  had,  by  this  time,  been  taught  to  entertain ; 
that  the  Englifti  would,  early  in  the  next  fpring, 
again  invade  Scotland,  with  a  force  fufficient  to 
reconquer  it,  in  that  fingle  campaign.  It  was  with 
no  fmall  diflatisfaf^ion,  that  the  King  faw  the  fate 
of  the  only  place  of  ftrength  which  hiS  enemies 
now  held  at  any  confiderable  diftance  within  the 
confined  of  his  kingdom,  thus  protrafted  for  ano- 
ther year.  But,  he  would  not  violate  the  engage- 
ments which  his  brother  had  entered  into :  He 
would  not  forfeit  the  charafter  of  a  true  knight, 
and  a  generous  opponent,  by  preferring  intereft  to 
ftipulated  faith :  And  he  eagerly  fet  himfelf  to 
make  fuch  preparations  as  fhould  defeat  any  inva- 
fion  that  the  Englifh  might,  next  year,  attempt ; 
and  might  thus  difappoint  the  garrifon  in  Stirling- 
Caftle,  of  all  relief*. 

In  this  interval  of  truce,  the  Scots  had  leifure  to 
review  with  wonder  ai^d  felf-congratulation,  the 
long  ftruggle  with  which  they  had  contended  for 
their  national  independency ;  and  that  career  of 
fuccefs,  in  which  their  efforts  had,  now  for  forac 
time,  proceeded. 

Before 

*  Foedera  III.  458,  482 ;— Fordun.  XIL  aos^Barbour,  &c 
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Before  the  unfortunate  death  of  Alexander  thcfj.'^^- J- 

Ch.  VI. 

Third,  the  government  of  the  Scottifli  kingdom  v 


had  been  eftabUfhed  in  fuch  ftrength  and  order  ;fh7rifc''^ 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  occafion  oflFered  bv  »n<i  P'j- 
the  fudden  failure  of  the  direi^  male  line  of  itsthevar, 
monarchs  ;  even  the  ambitious  Edward  the  Firft 
would  have  hardly  dared  attempt  to  add  Scotland, 
\)j  cqnqueft»  to  the  dominions  of  the  Englifh 
Crown.  The  difunion  of  the  Scottifli  nobles  ;  the 
ambitious  rivalfliip  of  the  competitors  for  the  regal  ' 

fucceflion ;  the  indifference  with  which  a  feudal 
chief  naturally  regarded  the  fate  of  the  country  or 
nation  to.  which  he  belonged,  as  long  as  the  rights 
and  properties  of.  his  own  fieff  were  not  infringed 
or  imp^red ;  the  mean  and  narrow  genius  of  John 
Balliol ;  and  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Edward ; 
had  all  combined  to  reduce  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, in  the  hands  of  Balliol,  to  the  humiliating 
condition  of  a  dependent  fieflP.  Mutual  jealoufy 
between  a  Lord  Paramount  that  dreaded  the  great«- 
nefs  of  his  vs^al ;  and  a  vaiTal  who,  by  abjef):  fub^ 
miifion,  had  made  himfelf  contemptible  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all  around  him;  had  foon  and 
naturally  embroiled  Balliol  with  Edward;  and  gratir 
fied  the  ambition  of  the  latter,  by  driving  the  former, 
in  difgrace  and  terrour,  from  his  tottering  throne. 
After  the  depofition  of  Balliol,  it  appeared  proba- 
ble, that  Edward  might  henceforth  reign,  the  un- . 
difturbed  foyereign  of  the  Scots.     But,  there  was 
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eV%i'  a  mutual  rcpulfion  between  the  charaders  of  the 
Scots  and  •the  Englifh,  which  foon  drove  the  for- 
mer into  rebellion ;  and  raifed  up  a  champion  to 
defend  their  liberties ;  when  all  their  nobles,  and 
all  the  competitors  for  their  Crown,  had  ungene- 
roufly  deferted  this  glorious  caufe.  The  jealous 
cabals,  and  tRwarting  oppofition  of  the  Scottita 
nobles ;  the  powerful,  military  and  political  abiii- 
-ties  of  Edward  ;  the  want  of  arms  and  difcipline, 
to  aid  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  Scottifh  foldiers; 
had  at  length  blafted  all  the  hopes  with  which  the 
nation  had  beenj  for  a  whije,  encouraged  to  view 
the  patriotic  heroifm  «f  Wallace.  At  laft,  the 
JTpirit  of  Scottifh  independency,  feemed  to  be,  for 
ever  broken  and  fubdued.  Scarcely  any  thing  but 
frenzy,  or  defpair  could  have  prompted  Bruce  to 
.  rife  up  in  oppofition  to  Edward,  at  the  time,  and 
in  the  circumftances  in  which  he  had  accepted  the 
Crown  from  the  hands  of  a  petty  band  of  adhe- 
rents. The  fortune  of  Edward  for  a  while  feemed 
ftill  to  prevail,  even  againft  the  perfonal  talents^ 
and  the  advantages  of  rank,  and  right,  which  Brucq 
poffefled  But,'  the  death  of  Edward  the  Firfl, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  his  fucceffor  ;  more  than  th^ 
brave  perfevering  efforts  of  Bruce  and  his  affociatesj 
had  at  length,  nearly  put  an  end  to  the  ufurpeo 
dominion  of  England  over  the  Scots.  Such  hat 
been  the  progrefs,  and  the  varying  fortune  of  th 

fttuggi 
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ftruggle  for  Scottifli  Liberty,  which  was  ftill  pro-Swr.  1. 


longed. 

In  the  latter  period  efpecially,  of  this  contention ;  Condu^ 
thcTTioft  eminent  among  the  Scottifli  Clergy,  hadcicr^, 
acted  a  part,  zealous  and  perfevering,  in  behalf  ofcoSel^'*^ 
the  national  independency,  which  was  fcarcely  toj*'*^^"S- 
have  been  expefted  from  the  members  of  an  opu- 
lent and  felfifli  order,  who,  by  the  fanftity  of  their 
charader,  might,  with  fafety,  have  remained  neu- 
tral. Wifheart,  Bifliop  of  Glafgow,  had  favoured 
Wallace ;  and  had  even  himfelf  taken  arms  in 
fupport  of  Bruce.  Lamberton,  Archbifhop  9f  St 
Andrew's,  was  fo  zealoufly  attached  to  the  catife 
of  Bruce,  that  no  misfortune  however  calamitous, 
no  engagement  however  folemn,  could  prevent 
him  from  returning  continually  into  that  confede- 
racy which  had  been  conjradled  between  him  and 
Bruce,  fome  time  before^  the  flaughter  of  Comyn. 
Private  attachments  and  connexions,  or  a  liberal 
fpirit  of  patriotifm,  might  have  had  fome  fliare  in 
giving  this  impulfe,  and  this  dire^ien  tp  the  eflForts 
of  thefe  ecclefiaftics.  But,  they  had  a  much  more 
powerful  motive  in  the  interefts  of  their  own  order, 
and  of  the  national  church.  The  Clergy  of  Eng- 
land, had  pretended  to  a  fupremacy  over  thofe  of 
Scotland,  ever  fince  the  firft  fubjediion  of  the  Scot- 
tifli Church  to  the  See  of  Rome.  Firft  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York  j  and  afterwards  the^  Archbifhop  of 

Canterbury ; 
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Canterbury }  had  upon  various  prete^s  laboured 
to  reduce  all  the  Bifliops  of  Scotland  into  the  fub- 
jeftion  of  becoming  their  fuflfragans.     With  the 
feme  ambition^  the  monks  and  other  regular  Clergy 
of  England,  had  acquired  feveral  dependent  and 
fubordinate  eftabliihments  in  Scotland;  which  were 
regarded  by  the  Scottifti  Clergy,  with  exceffive 
jealoufy  and  difcontent.     There  was  a  rivalfhip 
between  the  churches  of  the  two  nations,  perhaps 
fllll  more  keen,  rancorous,  and  fufpicious,  than 
that  which  prevailed  between  their  two  monarchies. 
TB^ith  the  independency  of  the  civil  government, 
that  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment  of  Scotland, 
muft,  alfo,  h?ive  fallen.     The  Scottifti  Bifliops  fen- 
cied,^that  they  already  faw  the  primacy  of  St  An- 
drews, and  the  venerable,  ancient  honours  of  the 
See  of  Glafgow,  humbled  before  the  Archbiftiops 
of  Canterbury  and  York.     The  monks,  priors, 
and  abbots  dreaded,  leaft  the  revenues  of  their  mo- 
naftcries  fliould  be  withdrawn,^  for  the  benefit  of 
^monks  and  monadic  eftablifliments  belonging  to 
ijElngland ;    and  lead  all  hopes  of  future  endow* 
ments  from  the  pious  generofity^  of  rich  laymen, 
ihould  be,  by  the  fame  means,  cut  off  from  them. 
And  hence  the  unholy  valour  of  Wiftieart  j  the 
artifices  and  duplicity  of  Lamberton;    thofe  in- 
trigues at  the  Court  of  Rome,  which  procured 
comminatory  exhortations  from  the  Pope,  intended 
to  make  Edward  the  Firft  relinquifli  his  ufurped 

authority 
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authority  over  Scotland ;  and  that  artful  and  ftcady***^^^^ 
refiftance  pf  the  whole  Scottifli  Clergy  to  the  at-v^^v^o 
tempted  fubjugation  of  their  country,  which  after- 
TTirds  drew  upon  themfelres,  the  threats  of  the 
Holy  Fathen 

TfiE  long  wars  between  Scotland  and  England, Jnip"^?" 
had  formed  the  Scots,  much  more  than  in  any  pre- the  scot« 
vious  period,  to  the  fkilful  and  difciplined  prafticeSaxy  ^T 
of  the  military  art ;  as  it  was  th^n  exercifed  among    ' 
the  other  nations  of  Europe ;  and  as  it  beft  fuited 
the  local  nature  of  fuch  a  country  as  Scotland. 
Formerly,  the  Scots,  however  brave  and  prodigal 
of  life,  were  fit  only  for  marauding  ravage,  or  for 
the  momentary  fuiy  of  a  fudden  onfet.    But,  they 
had,  within  thefe  laft  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  ac- 
quired the  difcipline,  the  ftratagems,  and  the  arnfs 
which  were  in  ufe  among  the  moft  eminently  mar- 
tial of  their  nfeighbours.     They  could  defend  a 
caftle  with  the  moft  obftinate  patience  and  valotir:  • 
They  could  urge  a  fiege  by  regular  approaches  and       ' 
aflaults :   in  ftratagems  and  the  arts  of  furprize, 
they  were  inconceivably  fubtle  and  daring  :   They 
now  knew,  how  to  poft  themfelves  advantageoufly, 
and  to  reftrain  that  frantic  temerity  which  former- 
ly rendered  them  incapable  to  avail  themfelves  of 
a  favourable  pofition  for  battle  or  encampment ; 
although  they  (hould  even  have,  for  a  few  motnents, 
taken  poflellion  of  it :   0n  the  field  of  battle,  their- 

cavalry. 
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sbct.  I.  cavalry,  their  fpearmen,  their  flingers,  their  arch- 
ers, could  now  arrange  themfelves  in  juft  order, 
and  fight  in  concertj  without  difperfing  thenifelves, 
fingly,  among  the  enemy.  Not  one,  but  many 
Wallaces  feemed  to  have  arifen  among  the  Scottilh 
nobles.  The  King  himfelf,  his  brother  Edward, 
Douglas,  Randolph,  Campbell,  Stewart,  and  fe- 
veral  others ;  were  among  the  braveft  foldiers, 
and  the  moft  Ikilful  commanders  in  Chriftendom  j 
and  were  all  infpired  with  the  fame  impafHoned 
patriotifm,  which  had  prompted  the  heroic  deeds 
of  Wallace.  Even  the  peafantry,  and  the  meaneft 
foldiers  who  followed  the  banners  of  Bruce,  began 
to  feel  within  themfelves,  from  longfuccefs,  a  con- 
fident  and  exulting  courage,  which  fancied  one 
Scotfman  to  be  equal  in  combat,  to  feveral  Eiig- 
liflimen.  Final  fuccefs,  now  fo  nearly  attained, 
feemed  to  promife,  not  only  to  Bruce^  but  to  al- 
moft  all  his  adherents,  glory^  opulence,  liberty, 
dominion.  Should  they,  at  laft  fail ;  the  Englifii 
ejtafperatcd  by  the  imnienfe  loffes  they  had  fuftain- 
cd,  and  by  the  long  refiftance  which  they  had  ex- 
perienced ;  might  be  expefted  to  deftroy  the  Scots, 
without  mercy  ;  and  to  reduce  their  country,  al- 
moft  to  the  utter  defolation  of  an  uninhabited 
wafte* 

Thus,  the  recolledion  of  the  whole  progrefs  of 

the  prefent  conteft  for  the  national  freedom  ;  the 

\  2.  aonfideration 
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conf:deration,  that  the  clergy  cohfented  almoft  in^'ci*.  i. 
one  voice  with  the  laity,  becaiife  the  independence ^^^v^^ 
or  fubjedtion  of  the  church,  was  cffentially-involved 
in  that  of  the  ftate ;  the  exultation  of  paft  fuccefs ; 
the  confcioufnefs  of  being  inferior  to  their  enemies, 
neither  in  valour,  in  difcpHne,  nor  in  their  coun- 
fcls ;  the  neceffity  of  final  triumph,  to  arert  total 
ruin ;  and  the  perfuafion,  that  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind were  turned  upon  the  conteft,  with  awful  ad- 
miration of  their  fortitude  and  courage  ;  all  com- 
bined to  encourage  the  Scots,  to  make,  yet,  one 
irighty  effort,  in  order  to  defeat  the  invafiori  now 
threatened  by  the  Englifli ;  and  for  ever  to  drive 
thefe  ambitious j  oppreflive  neighbours  from  their  u- 
furped  dominion  over  Scotland.  Towards  the  north 
and  weft,  all  was  quietly  obedient  to  the  authority 
of  King  Robert.     There  was  no  longer  a  neceiSty 
for  dividing  the  force  and  the  counfels  of  Bruce's 
followers,  upon  many  feparate  enterprizes.     The^rep^ri- 
grand  objeft  of  the  national  exertion,  was,  only  togainft  aa 
proted  and  extend  the  fouthern  frontier  ;  and  tojjy^jj"'* 
intercept  all  relief  from  the  garrifon  in  Stirling;. ^"S^*^- 
Cafilc.     The  King  fumnioned  aill  who  could  bear    a.  d. 
armsj  to  affemble  to  his  ftatidard  at  Torwood,  be-  "-J'^-M- 
tween  Falkirk  and  Stirling.     The  whole  nation 
were  unanimous  with  the  monarch  of  their  choice : 
Vaft  preparations  were  made :  And  a  mighty  con- 
courfe  repaired  in  arms  to  Torwood  *• 
Vol.  11.  U  Nok 

♦  Fordun.  XII.  19,  &c. 
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Nor  were  the  Engliih  King's  promifes  of  relief 
to  the  garrifon  at  Stirling ;  or  his  threats  of  a 
dont  o?"  powerful  invafion,  which  fhould  once  more  fubdue 


tke  Eng.  the  rcbcl  Scots :  only  vain  pretences,  to  be  fuffered 
inyaiion.  to  pafs  away,  without  any  exertion,  on  his  part,  to 
accompliih  them.  Edward  had  at  lad  been  de- 
prived for  ever,  of  his  favourite  Piers  Gavefton ; 
and  a  temporary  reconciliation  had,  in  confequence 
of  this  eveiit,  been  effeded  between  him  and  his 
Barons.  His  affairs  in  France,  in  Ireland,  and  in 
England,  were,  at  length,  with  difficulty,  reduced 
to  fuch  a  (late,  as  to  permit  him  to  undertake  a 
new  expedition  into  Scotland.  The  Engliih  natioii 
were  roufed  to  a  fenfe  of  the  diflionour  call  upon 
them,  by  the  fucceffes  of  a  handful  of  Scottifli  rebels; 
who  had  been  flighted,  as  almoft  too  contemptible 
to  deferve  ferious  oppofition  in  the  field.  Arms 
and  military  flores  were  provided,  in  abundance. 
From  all  England,  from  Wales,  from  Ireland,  even 
out  of  France ;  all  the  military  vaflals  of  King  £d« 
ward,  with  the  quotas  of  armed  men  which  they 
were,  refpedtively,  obliged  to  furnifh  ;  repaired,  at 
/  his  fummons,  to  join  his  ftandards ;  as  he  advan- 

ced to  Werk-Caftle  j  the  place  appointed  for^the 
general  rendezvous  and  mufter  of  the  whole  army 
intended  for  the  invafion  of  Scotland.  A  fleet 
failed  along  the  eaftcrn,  and  another  on  the  weflem 
fide  of  the  ifland,  to  attend  the  movements,  and 
aid  the  operations  of  the  land-army ;  and  to  fupply 

it. 
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It,  from  time  to  time,  with  provifions.    The  whole  ^«<jt^^i- 
force  of  armed  men  that  accompanied  Edward  uh^v-nj 
upon  this  expedition,  might  amount  to  fifty  or 
fixty  thoufand  ;  befide  a  proportional  number  of 
fervants,  and  of  thofe  other  loofe  and  diforderly 
followers  who  always  attend  the  progrefs  of  a  great     < 
army*. 

Meanwhile,  the  Scottifli  King,  at  Torwood,  N«jnbert 

'  •'        ^  '  and  cn- 

found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  inferior  indeed,  camnmcnt 
yet  not  an  extremely  unequal,  force.     His  regular,  scott. 
full-armed  troops  were,  in  number,  about  thirty    * 
thoufand  men.     About  fifteen  thoufand,  loofe  and 
light  armed  marauders  hovered  around  his  camp ; 
and  fcrved  to  augment,  at  left  the  feeming,  if  not 
the  aSual  ftrength  of  his  army.    The  foldiers  and 
the  leaders  confided  mutually  in  one  another ;  and 
were  all  aBimated  with  one  fpirit,  which  encourag-* 
ed  them  to  believe  themfelves  invincible.     Yet, 
they  wifely  determined  not  to  advance  towards  the  \ 

borders  of  the  kingdom,  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  but, 
to  await  their  approach,  in  a  fituation,  in  which, 
they  might  both  maintain  a  fiifficient  check  upon 
the  garrifon  in  Stirling-Caftle ;  and  prevc^nt  the 
invaders  from  coming  fo  near  the  caftle,  as  to  re- 
lieve the  garrifon,  without  firft  giving  battle  to  the 

Scottifli 

*  Fcedera  III.  463,  478.  481,  482  :--Monacbus  Malmft 
P.  146,  X47. 
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Scottifh  army,  and  defeating  them.  Acquiring, 
by  this  counfel,  the  choice  of  the  place  of  combat ; 
the  Scottifli  leaders  ported  their  forces  in  a  field 
then  known  by  the  name  of  the  .  New  Park  ;  the 
furface  of  which  was  partly  low  and  marfliy ;  in 
part,  dry,  ftony,  and  rifmg  wiih  a  gentle  declivity. 
The  fmall  ftream  of  Bannockburn,  advancing  from 
the  north-weft,  purfued  its  winding  courfe,  towards 
the  fouth-eaft,  along  the  right  fide,  and  on  the 
front  of  this  fcene  of  encampment.  Its  banks 
were  fo  fliaggy,  abrupt,  and  precipitous,  as  to  form 
a  fort  of  natural  entrenchment  againft  the  attack 
of  the  Englifli  cavalry  ;  which  the  Scots  chiefly 
dreaded.  To  add  to  thefe  advantages  of  pofition, 
by  a  ftratagem  ; '  Bruce  direfted  narrow,  but  deep 
pits,  to  be  dug  5  thick  as  the  cells  in  a  honey-comb; 
over  all,thofe  parts  of  the  plain,  by  which  it  was 
likely,  that  the  Englifh  horfemen  might  advance, 
to  affail  the  front  or  the  flanks  of  his  army  ;  and 
then  to  be  loofely  covered  over  with  turf,  making 
the  grouad  to  feem  as  if  ft  111  unbroken.  On  the 
bigheft  part  of  the  field  ;  fince  diftinguiflied  by 
the  nair.e  of  Brock^s  brae  ;  ftood  the  royal  tent; 
and  a  perforated  ftone,  on  that  height,  is  ftill 
pointed  out,  by  the  neighbouring  peasantry,  as 
having  been  bored,  and  firft  placed  there,  t;o  fuf- 
tain  the  King's  ftandard,  at  the  battle  of  Bannock- 
burn. Under  his  own  immediate  command,  Bruce 
refervcd  the  rear  divifion  of  the  army ;  the  men  of 

Argyle, 
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Argyle,  of  the  Hebudac,  and  of  Cartick  :   To  the^*^<^T.  i. 

^^  ,  Ch-  VI. 

experienced  valour  and  prudence  of  Douglas,  af- 
lifted  by  young  Walter  Stewart,  he  confided  the 
truft  of  conducing  the  main  force,  in  the  centre : 
Randolph,  now  Earl  of  Moray,  led  the  left  wing  ^ 
At  the  head  of  the  right  wing,  was  the  King's 
brother,  the  impetuous  Edward  Bruce.  In  this 
pofture;  brave  to  exultation  and  fury,  yet  not 
dangeroufly  rafli,  or  undifciplined ;  the  Scots  a- 
waited,  with  impatience,  the  attack  of  that  mighty 
army,  with  which  the  Englifh  monarch  had  now 
entered  within  their  confines*. 

The  Englifli  were  now  at  hand.  From  Werk-" 
Caftle,  they  had  quickly  come  onwards,  to  Ber- 
wick. After  a  fhort  ftay  at  Berwick,  during  which, 
new  fupplies  of  provifions  and  other  ftores  were 
probably  furnilhed  to  them  from  on  board  the  fleet; 
they  eagerly  renewed  their  march  northward  ;  ad- 
vancing, by  the  way  of  Dunbar  and  Haddington. 
They  came,  exulting  in  their  ftrength  and  num- 
bers ;  rather  as  in  triumphal  procefiion,  than  as  in 
a  military  enterprize  of  uncertain  event.  Joy, 
feftivity,  and  riot  prevailed  through  all  the  hoft ; 
and  they  brought  with  them,  an  abundance  of  all 
the  neceffaries  for  fubfiftence ;  which  had  long  been 
unknown  in  Scotland.     The  frivolous,  and  vain 

glorious 

♦  Barbour,  B.  XI :— Fordun.  XII.  20. 
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*«c^- f-  day ;  took  five  hundred  fpearmen,  frora  among  the 
infai\try,  under  his  command  ;  and  inftantly  haf- 
tentd  after,  at  full  fpeed.  Taking  a  fhortcr  way, 
than  that  by  which  Clifford  led  his  party ;  Ran- 
dolph had  foon  fo  nearly  come  up  with  thofe  whom 
he  purfued ;  that  Clifford  could  not  with  fafety 
proceed  to  Stirling ;  but  was  forced  to  turn,  and 
attack  his  purfuers.  Randolph  overjoyed  to  fee, 
that  Clifford's  company  were  thus,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  baulked  of  their  firft  purpofe ;  haftily  com- 
manded his  followers  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
circular  troop  ;  and  to  maintain  their  ground  with 
firmnefs ;  protending,,  all  around,  their  long  fpears, 
to  refift  the  onfet  of  the  enemy.  The  Englifli  rufli- 
ed  upon  the  Scottifh  troop,  at  full  fpeed,  and  with 
terrible  impetuofity.  At  the  firft  attack.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Damecot,  one  of  the  braveft  knights  who  ac-» 
companied  Clifford,  being  parted  from  his  com- 
panions, fell  under  the  Scottifh  fpears.  .  His  death 
did  not  difcourage,  but  exafperate  the  Englifh. 
They  preffed  upon  the  Scots  with  rifing  fury,  and 
with  redoubled  vigour,  till  they  at  laft  broke  through 
the  outer  line  of  that  valiant  troop,  and  began  to 
cut  them  down  with  dreadful  havock.  Meanwhile, 
both  armies,  from  their  refpeftive  camps,  beheld 
the  eombat  j  with  mute,  eager^  trembling,  impa- 
tient attention;  anticipating,  every  man  in  his 
mind,  the  event  of  a  general  engagement,  from  the 
fortune  of  this  fkirmifh ;  and  ready,  almoft  at 
I  every 
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every  ftroke  of  death,  which  they  faw  dealt  in  the?,'=«='^- 1- 


fight,  to  ifl'ue  furious,  forth,  and  to  mingle  in  onev 
general  battle.  The  valour  of  Randolph  and  his 
comrades,  feemed  about  to  be  overpowered  by  the 
\ifeighr,  the  force,  and  the  fuperior  numbers  of 
Clifford's  cavalry.  The  generous  and  ardent  foul 
of  Douglas,  would  not  endure  the  fight.  By 
the  force  of  urgent,  angry  remonftrance  with  the 
King;  who  could,  as  yet,  hardly  forgive  his  nephew 
for  that  want  of  vigilance,  by  which  he  had  fuffer- 
ed  Clifford  to  draw  him  into  this  Ikirmifh  ;  Dou- 
glas, at  laft,  obtained  leave  to  haften  with  a  re- 
inforcement of  frefii  troops,  to  fuccour  and  refcue 
Randolph,  his  friend,  and  brother  in  arms.  But, 
Douglas  had  not  yet  reached  the  fcene  of  the  com- 
bat, when  he  faw,  that  the  Englifh,  wearied  out 
by  the  refiftance  they  had  met  with,  and  alarmed 
at  his  approach  ;  began  already  to  flacken  their 
efforts,  and  to  retire  before  Randolph ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  Randolph's  foldiers,  animated  by 
feeing  their  friends  advance  to  fupport  them,  and 
perceiving,  that  they  had,  themfelves,  almoft  maf-  , 
tered  their  foes  ;  appeared  to  preft  upon  the  yield- 
ing Englifli,  with  fuch  increafing  vigour  and  afti- 
vity,  that  the  brave  five  hundred  could  not  fail  to 
rout  the  enemy,  even  without  farther  aid.  "  Stay  !*' Defeated 
then  cried  Douglas,  with  magnanimous  difmteref-doipC* 
tednefs,  to  his  followers ;  "  Stay  !  the  Englifh 
<'  already  flee  j  let  us  not  leffen  \ht  glory  of  our 
Vol.  JI.  X  "  compginionsi 
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c**^^vi*  "  companions  in  arms,  by  undefcrvedly  dividinj^ 
"  it  with  them :"  So  faying,  he  halted  with  his 
company.  Randolplj^  and  his  fellow-combatants, 
foon  joined  them,  victorious.  For,  the  Englilh 
army,  however  indignantly  they  might  behold  the 
event  of  the  (kirmifli,  could  not  advance  to  fupport 
Clifford,  without  attacking  the  whole  force  of  the 
Scots  upon  the  advantageous  ground  which  thefe 
then  occupied.  And  it  was,  for  the  prefent,  better 
to  leave  Clifford  to  hjs  fate*. 

YiiT,  in  the  mean  rime,  the  main  army  of  the 
Englifh,  advanced,  in  order  pf  battle,  almoft  clofe 
up  to  the  Scots ;  and  endeavoured,  by  iiiiults,  and 
every  other  means  of  provocation,  to  draw  them 
from  their  ground.  The  braveft  warriours  of  gi- 
ther  army,  rode  about,  with  a  fportfuUoilentation 
of  valour,  on  the  open  fpace,  between  the  two  pp. 
pofite  Iront  ranks  ;  thus  hurling  mutually,  a  con- 
temptuous  defiance  ;  and  challenging  one  another 
to  fingle,  or  to  univerfal  combat.  Amid  the  ge- 
neral iufpenfe  and  expedation,  there  occurred  a 
new  incident ;  whiph,  combining  with  the  fortune 
of  the  rencounter  between  rhe  parties  of  Randolph 
and  Clifford  j  had  a  remarkable  tendency  to  kin- 
dle new  hope  and  courage  in  the  fouls  of  the  Scots ; 
and  to  inflame  the  breafts  of  the  Engli(h  with  more 

ardent 
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ardent  fliame  and  indignation, — now  not  altoge.^'=c^^  i. 
ther  unmixed  with  doubt  and  fear.     While  Bruce  v^--v^o 
rode  along  the  foremoft  line  of  the  van  divifion^^^J^*"f\j^ 
of  his  own  army  ;  encouraging  his  foldiers,  giving  ^.^*^^'^^* 
out  his  orders  to  them,  and  infpefting,  as  he  paf- 
fed  the  force  and  the  arrangements  of  the  enemy ; 
he  was  perceived,  and  was  diftinguifhed  to  be  the 
Scottifh  Sovereign,  by  the  Englilh  Klnights,  >vho 
rode  about,  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the  front  of 
their  own  lines.    At  fight  of  him,  fo  near  to  them, 
and  exp6fing  his  perfon  fo  incautioufly ;  Henry 
de  Bohun,  one  of  thofe  Knights,  iffued   haftily 
from  among  his  companions ;  afpiring  to  atchieve 
a  deed  which  might  cover  his  own  name  with  im* 
mortal  honouj;  and, might  perhaps  put  an  end, 
at  once,  to  the  prefent  war.     The  King  perceived 
his  hoftile  intent,  and  awaited  his  approach.    They 
both  raifed  their  battle-axes  to  ftrike,  as  they  came 
together.     Bohun,  making  a  mighty  effort,  hoped 
to  fell  Bruce  at  once  to  the  ground  ;  but,  erring 
in  his  aim,  did  not  even  touch  the  armour  of  his 
royal  adverfary*     Ere  he  could  recover  his  ereft 
pofture  on  his  horfe  ;  Bruce's  battle-axe,  wielded 
with  terrible  furenefs,  force,  and  velocity ;  clea- 
ved, at  a  fingle  ftroke,  the  helmet  and  fkuU  of  the 
Englifli  Knight ;  and  Bohun  fell,  lifelefs,  to  the 
ground,  in  fight  of  both  armies.     Aftonifhed  at 
the  wonderful  dexterity  and  flrength,  which  the 
Scottiih  King  had  difplayed  in  this  combat ;  thofe 

Englifli 


Sect.  I. 
Cm.  VL 


164  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  III. 

Englifh  Knights,  who  had  come  up,  at  fome  fmall 
diftance  behind  Bohun  ;  inftead  of  advancing,  to 
avenge  his  fall,  retreated  backward,  within  the 
ranks  of  their  own  army.  The  Scots,  with  a  loud 
fhout  of  joy  and  gratulalion,  received  their  King 
into  the  midft  of  his  forces  ;  as  he  returned  from 
performing  this  glorious  deed.  When  his  nobles 
gathered  around  him  ;  blaming,  with  friendly  and 
loyal  zeal,  his  too  rafh  expofure  of  his  own  life,  to 
danger ;  he,  without  exultation  or  excufe,  expref- 
fed,  only,  his  concern  ;  that,  in  ilaying  Bohun,  he 
fliould  have  broken  his  trufty  battle-axe. — ^Thefe 
events ;  the  defeat  of  Clifford,  and  the  fall  of  Bo- 
hun ;  happened  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  tholifand  three^hun- 
dred  and  fourteen. — It  was  now  the  eve  of  a  day 
big  with  the  fiite  of  one  of  the  mod  eventful  bat- 
tles, ever  fought  in  Scotland*.  ' 

All  night,  the  two  armies  refted  under  their 

A.D.    arms.     At  the  dawn  of  day,  the  Englifh  moved 

,  *^'*'    onwards  to  the  attack.     Among:  the  Scots,  mafs 

June  24.  . 

was,  in  the  mean  time,  folemnly  celebrated  by  the 
Abbot  of  Inchaffray,  on  an  Eminence,  within  fight 
Battle  of,  of  the  whole  army,  and  on  their  behalf.     Their 
Bannock-  jj;jjjg^  Conferred  the  honour  of  knighthobd  ;  as 
was  ufual  upon  fuch  occafions ;  on  Douglas,  Stew- 
art, 

•  Barbour,  B.  XII. 
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art,  and  fome  other  young  nobles  ;  then  exhorted  \^^'^'  '• 
all  his  hoft,  to  maintain  their  ground  with  firm-,^^^-/^o 
nefs,  till  they  fhould  conquer,  or  glorioufly  perifli ; 
reminded  them  of  the  unpardonable  wrongs  they 
had  fuffered,  and  of  the  ills  which  they  hud,  in 
their  turn,  inflicted ;  warmly  fuggefted  to  their 
hopes  and  fears,  that  the  fecure  independence,  or 
lading  flavery  of  their  country,  depended  on  the 
fortune  of  this  day's  engagement.  The  foremoft  ^ 
divifton  of  the  Englifh  army,  led  on  by  the  Earls 
of  Hereford  and  Gloucefter,  advanced  in  one  com- 
paft  fquadron,  and  began  the  battle,  by  attacking 
the  right  wing  of  thie  Scots,  which  was  command- 
ed by  Edward  Bruce.  The  reft  of  the  Englifh 
came  up,  undef  the  immediate  command  of  their 
King  himfelf,  to  fupport  and  purfuc  the  move- 
ments of  the  van.  While  the  Englifh  were  feen  ^  ^^ 
to  begin  the  fight  with  the  attack  of  the  Scottifh  ^314- 
right  wing  ;  Randolph  eagerly  led  on  his  viftori- 
ous  troops  of  the  left  wing,  to  attack  the  Englifh 
oppofite  to  them.  Douglas,  and  Walter  Stfewart, 
in  the  fame  manner,  foon  brought  into  aflion,  the 
central  columns  that  were  under  their  command. 
And,  the  battle  was  thus  joined,  from  one  fide  of 
the  field,  to  the  other.  The  Englifh  warned  by 
the  defeat  of  Clifford's  cavalry,  on  the  preceding 
day,  had  brought  their  infantry,  and  particularly 

their 
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s«cT.  I.    their  archers,   forern'oft,  into  this  day's  engage- 
ment*. 


The  battle  raged  with  dreadful  fury.    The  comi 
batants  rufiied  together,  with  loud  fhouts  ;  and  to 
thefe  fucceeded  thjs  clangour  of  fhields,  the  crafli 
of  breaking  fpears,  the  rattling  of  quivers,   the 
twanging  noife  of -bow-ftrings,  the  cries  of  the 
wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying.    The  long 
fliafts  of  the  fpears,  were,  for  the  greater  part, 
quickly  broken;  and  the  fpearmen,  then  penetrat- 
ing, mutually,  through  the  adverfe  lines,  fought, 
hand  to  hand,  with  their  fmaller  arms.     But,  the 
archers,  and  thofe  armed  with  other  miffile  wea- 
pons, who  wore  little  defeniive  armour,  and  fought 
from  a  diftance,  made  a  much  greater,  reciprocal 
havock,  than   took  place   among  the  fpearmen* 
The  Scottifh  King,  with  that  part  of  his  army 
which   was   retained   in   referve,   beheld  from   a 
height  in  the  back-ground  of  the  field,  the  execu- 
tion of  thofe  movements  which  he  had  concerted 
with  his  generals,  and  the  fluftuating  courfe  of  the 
battle.     He  foon  obferved,  that  the  Englilh  bow- 
men, by  their  fuperior  dexterity,  and  perhaps  by 
the  wider  range  of  their  bows,  greatly  overmatch- 
ed the  Scottifh.     With  a  coolnefs  and  promptitude 
of  mind,  not  inferior  to  that  daring  courage  which 

he 
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he  had,  at  other  times,  difplayed  ;  he  inftantly  dif-Si^cr.  i. 
patched  Sir  Robert  Keith,  with  five  hundred  light  v 
horlemen,  upon  the  perilous  fervice  of  riding  into 
the  thickeft  throng  of  the  EngUfli  archers  ;  where 
they  appeared  the  moft  forely  to  annoy  the  Scot- 
ti(h ;  and  of  thus  difperfing  them,  or  hewing  them 
in  pieces,  with  the  battle-axe,  Keith  and  his  com- 
pany, taking  a  circuitous  courfe,  came  upon  thofe 
archers,  at  one  fide,  before  they  were  aware  of  his 
approach  or  intentions,  and  accompliflied  his  en- 
terprize  with  .complete  fuccefs.  The  fortune  of 
the  battle  was  thus  reftore^  to  an  equality,  in  the 
only  part  of  the  field,  on  which  it  had  threatened 
to  turn  againft  the  Scots  ;  and  they  now  appeared 
to  fight,  every  wjiere,  with  a  fair  profpeS  of  vifto- 
ry.  The  conflid  was,  however,  dill  obftinately 
prolonged,  with  defperate  valour,  and  with  great 
Daughter,  on  both  fides.  It  mi^ht  feeni,  here  and 
there  over  the  field,  to  languifh ;  but  this  was  only 
where  the  vigour  of  the  combatants  was  wearied 
out  by  long  exertion ;  not  becaufe  their  mutual 
rige  was,  in  any  degree,  fatiated  or  overcome* 
Bruce  thought  it,  at  length,  time,  to  eonduft  into 
the  battle,  thofe  frefli  troops,  which  he  had  hither- 
to kept  in  referve.  All  the  Englifh  forces  were 
n3w,  engaged,  as  far  as  the  difadvantages  of  the 
ground  would  permit.  But,  the  field  was  too  nar- 
row, to  allow  them,  fufEciently  to  expand  the  wings 
on  either  fide,  or  even  to  open  and  fpread  out  their 

central' 
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^CT.  I.  central'  column,  with  due  effeft :  They  were,  in 
fome  places,  crowded  together,  fo  as  to  be  hinder- 
ed from  freely  wielding  their  weapons :  The  banks 
of  Bannockburn,  and  the  deceitful  pits  prepared, 
by  the  Scots,  either  prevented  the  greater  part  of 
the  Englifh  cavalry  from  advancing  into  the  aftion, 
or  entangled  and  difabled  them,  as  they  came  raih- 
ly  onwards.  Already  relaxing  their  efforts;  the  Eng- 
lifh began  to  give  way,  and  to  lofe  ground  rapidly ; 
when  Bruce  with  the  Scottifh  referve,  fhewed  them- 
felvos  in  the  fore-front  of  the  battle.  The  Englifli 
leaders  ftrove  to  rally  their  troops.  But,  while  they 
mad^  their  laft  defpondent  exertions,  the  flragglers 
and  loofe,  unembodied  attendants,  belonging  to  the 
Scottifh  army ;  in  number,  about  fifteen  thoufand 
perfons  ;  who  had  been  difmilTed  from  the  camp, 
before  the  battle;  fuddenly  appeared  upon  the 
weflern  heights ;  and  feemed  to  be  another  great 
army  approaching  to  re-inforce  the  Scots.  This 
fight  flruck  a  general  terrour  into  the  hearts  of  all 
the  Englifh  ;  which  no  efforts  or  encouragements 
of  their  leaders,  could  couriteraft,  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, perceiving,  that  the  rout  became  univerfal, 
and  that  all  was  lofl,  hurried  King  Edward  from 
the  field.  The  carnage  was  now  terrible ;  the 
Scots  making  a  great  flaughter  among  thofe  who 
fled,  without  refiflance  ;  and  many  of  the  braveft 
of  the  Englifh  Knights,  turning  to  rufh  upon  cer- 
tain death,  rather  than  furvive  to  fhare  the  igno- 

I  miny 
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miny  of  their  vai)qui(hed  King,  and  fellow-foldiers.  ?.^«^^J- 
The  gallaiit  Earl  of  Gloiicefter,  hohburably  feU,v 
in  a  laft  attempt  to  rally  the  Engliih  foldiers  a- 
round  him.  Sir  Giles  D' Argentine ;  one  of  the 
moft  renowned  Knight^  bf  the  Age ;  who  had  fer« 
ved  with  great  glory,  in  the  Holy  Land,  againft 
the  Saracens,  and  in  other  ^rs  ;  having  here  at- 
tended the  Engliih  King,  till  Edward  was  about  to 
betake  himfelf  to  flight;  refufed  to  flee  with  the  Mo« 
barch^  or  to  turn  his"  back,  how,  for  the  firft  time^ 
before  his  foes ;  but  fpurriiig  his  horfe  furjoufly 
on,  and  fhouting,  "  an  Argentine !  ah  Argentine  !'* 
ruihed  with  a  defperate  impetuofity  among  the  e-* 
nemy,  where  ht  faw  them  thickefl ;  tod  was  foon 
buried^  with  his  horfe,  under  thi^ir  fpears*. 

TffE  fcfeble,  unfdrtun&te  Edward  led  the  flighty  Flight  and 
in  the  utmoft  trepidation ;  nor  halted,  till  he  was^'^^"''" 
received  by  Gofpatrick,  Earl  of  March,  into  the 
fcaftle  of  Dunbar.  Many  of  the  fugitives  were  dri- 
ven in  the  confi!ifion  of  the  flight  and  purfuit,  to 
the  banks  of  the  Foirth;  where  plunging  headlong, 
they  perifhed  in  its  ftream.  Many  fought  protec- 
tion^ with  the  garrifon  in  Stirling.  Caftle,  dr  even 
threw  themfelVes,  in  defpair^  on  the  open  fides  of 
the  hill  on  which  it  ftood^  and  on  the  plain  fkirt* 
ing  its  weftern  edge,  below.    The  Scots  urged  thd 

VojL.  IL  Y  purfuit 
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ctr  v/'  purfuit  with  unwearied  SDdivity,  and  infatiable  ragej 
Douglas,  with  a  troop  of  fixty  horiemen,  foUowec] 
hard  after  the  Englifh  King ;  and  had  foon  fo  near^ 
ly  overtaken  him  ;  that  Edward  might  have  beei^ 
made  prifoner ;  had  not  Douglas's  flender  compa- 
ny been  too  unequal  in  numbers,  to  attack  the 
great  force  of  cavalry,  that  fled  with  Edward. 
Yet,  Douglas  ftitl  <:ontinued  the  purfuit ;  haraicd 
the  Engliih  rear,  and  cut  off  thofe  who,  by  reafon 
of  their  wounds  or  fatigue,  fell  behind ;  till  he  had 
feen  them  enter,  with  trembling  confuflon,  the 
gates  of  Dunbar.  Edward,  after  a  fliort  time  of 
refreihment  and  reft  at  Dunbar,  battened  by  fea, 
16  Bamburgh,  in  Northumberland.  The  Earl  of 
Hereford,  with  fome  followers,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge, with  him,  in  Bothwell-Caftle,  were  foon  af- 
ter, made  prifoners  by  Edward  Bruce.  Moubray, 
the  governor  of  Stiriing-Caille,  was  no  fooner 
fummoned,  in  the  name  of  the  victorious  King  of 
the  Scots,  to  furrender  the  caftle,  than  he  yielded 
it>  faithfully,  in  compliance  ,with  the  conditions  of 
his  former  capitulation.  Thofe  fugitives  from  the 
army,  who  had  taken  refuge  ro»ad  this  caftle, 
likewife  yielded  themfelves,  without  refiftance^  to 
the  mercy  of  their  conquerors.  Many,  efpecially 
of  the  Wellhmen  who  had  followed  .the  Engliih 
banners,  vf^e  miferably  ilain  by  the  peafants  who 
found  them  wandering  about  the  country,  naked, 
helplefs,  and  not  knowing  whither  to  flee.    The 

viftors 
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vi&ors  eagerly  fpoiled  the  tents  aiid  corpfes  of  their  ^^c*^'- 
routed  and  fallen  enemies.  The  armour,  the  hor- 
fe%  the  provifions  which  they  feized,  and  after- 
wards the  fams  of  money  with  which  their  prifon- 
ers  were  ranfomed,  were  aimoft  fufficient  to  over- 
pay the  devaflation  of  their  country,  and  the  lopg 
perils  and  afflidions  which  they  had,  themfelves, 
undergone.  Among  other  precious  articles  of 
booty,  the  Eogliih  King's  privy  feal  fell,  with  two 
of  his  fecretaries  to  whofe  cuftody  it  had  been 
committed^  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots.  Bafton, 
the  poet,  whom  Edward  had  brought  with  him, 
to  celebrate  his  intended  victories  i  being  alfo 
made  prifoner;  earned  for  himfelf,  kind  ufage, 
and  liberty,  by  the  compofition  of  a  poem,  in 
praife  of  the  heroifin  and  glory  of  the  conquer- 
ors. Several  of  the  moft  illuftrious  prifon&rs, 
were,  for  different  reafons,  generoufly  difmifled 
from  their  captivity,  without  ranfom.  After  the 
rage  of  the  battle  had  ceafed,  none  were  butcher- 
ed in  cold  blood.  Funeral  honours  were  humape- 
I7  granted  to  the  bodies  of  the  Englifh  Chiefs  who 
had  fallen  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  bodies  of 
the  common  foldiers  were  more  haftily,  and  with 
lefs  folemnity,  interred  by  heaps  together,  in  deep 
pits.  The  Earl  of  Hereford,  and  with  him  per- 
haps alio  fome  other  noble  prifoners,  were  after 
fome  time,  exchanged  for  the  wife,  the  fifter,  and 
the  daughter  of  Bruce,  the  Bifhop  of  Glafgow, 

and 


\^l  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.    fBooK  III. 

6e«t.  T.  and  the  young  Earl  of  Marrc.  The  number  of 
the  flain,  as  well  on  the  fide  of  the  Scots,  as  on 
that  of  the  Englifh,  appears  to  have  been  very 
great ;  but,  has  not  been  precifely  afcertained*. 

Suci^  was  the  event  of  an  invafion  which  had 
feemed  to  threaten  the  inevitable,  and  irretrievable 
ruin  of  Scottiih  independence.  Valour  prevailed 
over  numbers ;  counfel,  over  raihnefs  and  preofia- 
ture  exultation ;  a  petty  king  who  was  loved  and 
admired  by  thelieroes  that  obeyed  him,  triumphed 
over  the  monarch  of  a  great  people,  who  \fras  ha- 
ted and  defpifed  by  hi&  own  fubj.ds;  freedom 
(purhed  tyranny  to  the  earth,  and  crufhed  his  neck 
in  t|ie  duft.  The  druggies '  of  even  the  feeble 
Salliol ;  \he  heroic  efforts  of  Wallace ;  the  firft 
enterprizes  of  Comyn  ;  the  violence  under  which 
Comyn  fell ;  the  coronation  of  Bruce ;  the  fuf- 
feiings,  the  perils,  the  daring  undertakings  of 
Bruce  and  his  adherents,  for  a  period  of  eight 
years,  during  .which  the  contention  had,  now,  been 
by  them  prdlonged  ;  were  all  finally  juftified,  and 
fealed,  a^  glorious,  by  the  event  of  the  battle  of 
Bannockburn. 

But,  good  fortune  could  no  more  beguile  the 
Scots,  at  this  time,  into  negligence  and  inafdvity, 

than 

^  BarbeuTy  B.  XIII : — Fordun.  XII.  19,  20,  21,  22,  23. 
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than  could  dilafter  dq)refs  them  to  torpid  defpon-^'CT.  i. 
dency.    Quickly  after  the  vidory  of  Bannockburn,o--vO 
a  body  of  troops  was  difpatched,  under  the  com-J^'^  ■'*• 
mand  of  James  Douglas  aii4  Edward  Bruce,  to^^^. 
make  an  ihcurfion  into  England,  and  to  retaliate 
upon  the  terriied  Engliih,  in  their  own  country, 
thofe  miichiefs  which  they  had  inflided  upon  Scot* 
land.     Thefe  troops  traverfed  and  ravaged  Nor- 
thumberland ;  ^xaded  a  large  contribution  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  biflioprick  of  Durham ;  pe- 
netrated ibuthward  to  Richmond  in  Yorkfliire; 
burnt  Appleby  and  fome  other  towns  in  the  weft- 
em  diftrids ;  apd  then,  without  having  met  difafter 
or  oppofition,  retprned  homewards,  with  abundant 
fpmls.     To  fuch  a  degree,  had  the  fear  of  the  Scots, 
fallen  upon  their  lately  haughty  neighbours  ;  that 
an  hundred  Engliihmen  would  now  flee  before  two 
or  three  Scots.    Nay,  many  of  the.Englifli,  to  fave 
themfelves,  forgetting  the  ties  of  allegiance,  and         ' 
the  attachments  of  patriotifm ;  took  part  with  the 
Scots ;  and  were  not  aihamed  to  affift  in  fpoiling 
their  fellow-countrymen,  and  ih  laying  wafte  their 
native  land?. 

Edward  was  now  at  York ;  and  had  fummoned 
his  parliament  to  concert  new  meafures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom,  in  this  feafon  of  alarm,  mif- 

fortune, 

*  Barbour  XIII : — Chron.  Lancrcpft.  apyd  Tyrrcl :— ^ 
Wilfinghani,  io6. 
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fortune,  and  difgrace.  Their  counTels  tended  little 
to  encourage  or  relieve  him.  'He  did  what  he 
could,  for  the  protedion  of  his  northern  provinces, 
by  appointing  the  Ea^  of  Pembroke  to  the  Lieu- 
tenancy and  Guardianflup  of  the  country  between 
the  Trent  and  the  Tweed.  Bruce,  with  a  modera^ 
tlon  of  mind,  truly  worthy  of  his  high  charader, 
difiiained  not,  while  crowned  with  victory,  and 
borne  on  a  fwelling  tide  of  unvarying  fuccefs,  to 
fue  his  bumbled  adverfary,  for  a  peace.  Fhrft,  a 
meffenger,  to  obtain  a  palTport;  and  then,  four 
Commif&oners  impowered  to  negotiate ;  were  fent 
from  the  Scotttih  King,  to,  the  EngliOi  Court,  at 
H^oti*-  York.  Negotiation  was,  as  yet,  premature.  The 
-mutual  and  inveterate  refentments  of  the  two  ha^ 


1^^'  tions,  were  ftill  at  ,their  height ;  the  Englifli  would 
not  yet  own  themfelves  to  be  finally  baffled  and 
overthrown, — ^by  conceding  that  which  it  was, 
however,  no  longer  in  their  power  to  wttfahold  ; 
the  Scots  would  be  content  with  nothing  I^,  than 
the  entire  evacuation  of  their  territories  and  con- 
fines, together  with  the  full  and  abfolute  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  their  ftatc,  and  of  the 
royal  authority  of  the  King  whom  they  had  chofen. 
'  Enraged,  that  his  proflFers  of  peace,  were  flighted. 
Brace,  even  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  led  his 
forces  upon  another  inroad  into  England.  Again, 
unrefifting  terrour  went  before*  them  ;  and  ravage 
and  havock,  every  where  accompanied  their  def- 

troying 
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troying  courfe.  They  burnt  the  towns,  maflacred^fcTT. 
the  inhabitants,  feized  and  drove  away  the  cattle,  v^n^v^^/ 
Cumberland  propitiated  their  mercy  by  a  tempo* 
rary  fubmiffion  to  the  authority  of  their  King,  and 
by  the  payment  of  a  very  large  contribution.  The 
Scots  then  returned  home  ;  and  remained  in  un* 
willing  inadivity,  for  the  reft  of  the  wintef .  They 
revifited  England,  in  hoftile  array,  early  in  the 
fubfequent  fpring.  lliey  ravaged  the  open  coun- 
try, as  before ;  but  were  reputfed  from  the  waHs 
of  Carlifle ;  and  (ailed  in  an  attempt  to  furpriae 
the  garrifon  of  Berwick*. 

B^ucB,  almoft  ever  fince  his  acceffion  to  t^he    . 
throne,  had  been  too  much  bufied  in  recovering 
his  kingdom  from  the  Englilh,  to  have  leifure  for 
regulating  by  new  laws,  the  fettlement  and  admi* 
niftradon  of  its  internal  govern«ient«     His  gallant 
nobles,  as  the  country  was  reconquered,  had  been 
re-inftated  in  the  pofleilion  o(  their  ancient  eftates, 
or  had  been  permitted  to  Appropriate  the  forfeited 
lands  of  the  EngtiAi  party.     Randolph  had  obtainMntenui 
ed  the  earldom  of  Mway  ;  Douglas  had  acquired  pJJ^^J^ 
a  wide  extent  of  territory  in  Clydefdale  and  SeU*"??*^'/- 

'  '  tnbutiTe 

kirk-foreft ;    Campbell  had  been  fuffered  to  m- jufiicc  m 
croach  upon  the  forfnted  fiefls  of  the  Stuarts  of  ^^* 
Lome ;  to  his  brother  Edward,  the  King  bad  ceded 

his     < 

♦  Fadcra  III.  495. 4^7  :— Chroa.  Lancrcoft.  apudTyrreU 
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Ch^^iv  ^^  patrimonial  earldom  of  Carrlck.  The  caftles  j 
having  been  all,  wifely  de'molifhed  or  difmahtled 
by  Bruce j  as  they  wete  fucceflively  taken ;  becaufe 
to  the  Scots,  the  natural  ftrong-holds  of  thfe  coun- 
try, afforded  a  better  prdtedion,  than  any  fortrefs; 
and  becaufe  that,  without  caftles,  the  Engliih  could 
never  retain  poflefllon  of  Scotland ; — did  tiot  now 
demand  garrifons  to  occupy,  or  governors  to  com- 
mand in,  them.  The  violence,  and  the  neceffities 
of  war,  had^  in  a  great  meafure^  fufpended  the 
adminiftration  of  diflributive  juftice ;  the  Brucian, 
and  the  Englifh  parties  acknowledging  no  mutual 
rights  in  one  another  ;  and  each  party,  even  among 
themfelves^  not  daring  to  enforce^  ^with  rigour,  the 
rules  of  juftice ;  leaft  difcord  and  defe&ion  might 
thus  be  provoked.  Agriculture  had  been  una- 
voidably negleded.  The  flocks  and  herds  had 
been  almoft  exterminated.  .  Even  on  the  eftates  of 
the  Church,  induftry  had  been  almoft  wholly  in* 
terrupted*  No  roan  could  call  any  pofteffipn,  his 
Own ;  for  none  knew,  how  foon  he  might  be  ex- 
pelled by  a  more  powerful  claimant,  or  might  be 
required  to  yield  to  a  more  ancient  proprietor^  In 
this  unfettled  ftate  of  property,  induftry,  and  order^ 
it  was  requifite,  that  the  King,  with  his  clergy, 
nobles,  and  inferior  vaflals,  (hould  feize  the  firft 
moments  of  grateful  paufe,  that  were  allowed  them^ 
from  the  troubles  and  the  toils  of  war ;  and  Jbould 
endeavour  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labours  and 

fufierin|[Sj 
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fafferings,  ia  the  adjuftmcnt  of  their  refpedive^'J'^^J; 
claims^  and  the  reftoration  of  orderly  goveriuneiit«v«^-v*o 

A  Parliament  aflembled  at  Ayr>  dn  the  twenty-Tranfac- 

tiont  ut 

fixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  PaHia- 
hundred  and  fifteen.  It  was  compofed  by  a  very™^^** 
numerous  attendance  of  all  the  vajfals  of  the  Crown  ;  * 
who  held^  or  claimed  to  hold,  eilates  by  ghoftly, 
military,  foccage^  or  burgage,  tenure*  Their  firft  a.  d. 
aft,  was  a  folemn  recognicion.of  the  rights,  arid 
the  authority  of  Robert  Bruce,  as  King  of  Scot^ 
land  ;  ivith  a  profeffion  of  conftanty  inviolable  alle* 
giance  to  him  and  his,  heirs.  They  next  defcrib- 
ed  thofe  perfons  wh«m  they  confidered  as  haying 
a  right  to  inherit  the  Scottiih  Crown  from  Robert 
Bruce ;  in  the  particular  circumftance$  of  his  fa- 
mily  \  and  agreeably  to  the  known  laws  of  feudal 
fuccoffion.  .lliofe  were,  firji^  his  own  male  chiU 
dreoy- rif  any  fuch  ihould  be  born  to  him  ;  failing 
thefcj  his  brother  Edward  Bruce,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  Edward  ;  nexU  Marjory,  the  King's  ^Ideft 
daughter,  and  her  heirs ;  but  on  condition,  that 
ihe  fhould  marry ,-^if  during  her  father's  life,  with 
his  co&fent^r— if  after  his  deaths  with  the  confent 
of  the  Eftates  in  Parliament.  They  provided, 
likewife ;  that,  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  their 
prefent  beloved  Monarch,  while  the  next,  heir  to 
his  throne,  were  ftill  a  minor,  unfit  to  govern  ;  or 
if  he  Ihould  leave  no  heir,  whofe  right  to  fucceed 
Vol.  IL  Z  him. 
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c'^^i  fckn^  might  be  recogmaed,  at  oace^  wttJioutidioaBt 
ar  contcoverfy :  In  either  of  the&  cifiw,  Sandolph, 
Earl  of  Moray,  fhould  alTume  the  Regency  of  the 
kingdom  ;  till  the  heir  to  the  throne,  flumld.  attain 
the  yeara  of  ra^orlty  j  or  ttli  the  £ftafes  fiionU 
a«embktoeleaforthemfclvM,ai«wIiiis.  T<^ 
ea&rce  thefc  pBov4£ons^  th^j  then^involaed  die  fo^ 
lemn  fandion,  and  the  authority  of  the  Chwdi ; 
and  prolefled,,  that  they  and  their  ddldten  ^v«is 
bound  by  her  difcipHne ;  liahk  t^  be  chalked- and 
hiimbled  by  her  cenfima ;  and  fubjefib  ta  be  £im 
eluded  by  her  exocnadons,  if  diefieihauld  be  pMK 
rdkedby  their  .guilt,  from  alLtto  oomforttt  o£rdi^ 
gion  }^-*£ron9L  the  commanion  of  the  fiunts  on 
earth,  or  in  haomu  JdtGr  theft  oaguhitiaDB  had. 
bttn  ena&ed,  to  pcevent ;  for  as  much  ^s  wa^  po£- 
fiblis  by  fbrefight;  the  re€iirrenc&  of  thofe  evils, 
arifing  from,  a  £ulure  in  the  liaaal  fucceffion.  to 
thje  throne ;  wbicbi  had  for  fo  manf  ^(sars,  wafted 
their  coimtryi:  tixe  Farliasaent,  in  concert  wi^h 
their  King,  then*  turned  their  deliberations  upon 
the  meafures  nece&ry  for  the  profeeution  of  the 
\var  with.  England,  and  for  the  fctdemen^of  the 
idterior*  government.  Proclamation  was;  ptdered 
to  be  made,  that,'  all  who  bad  any^  claims  to  lands^ 
nor  in  their  adual  pofleifion,  fhould  produce  tfaofc 
cbdms^  before  the  proper  officers,  \irithin  a  year 
and  a  day  ;  otberwife,  the  luids^  could  not  be  re- 
SxatdL  to  tbenu     The  King  gave  his  daughter 

Marjory 
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Marjory,  ia  marmge  to  foui^  Walter  fitew.rt.^cT^. 
A  nnghty  enteqinee  vrm  ixaiceited,  sn  cailer  to^^ify^^ 
give  a  htdl  wonnd  to  the  £nglHh  power,  irhere  tt 
was  die  moft  leafily  vulnerable;  aad  to  gain  a 
kingdom  for  Edward  Bruce,  and  new  fieSs  and 
prindpalilies  to^is  brave  ifaratfaers  in  arais«  Of 
this  emerprize,  Ir^laksd  was  tise  deftined  Ibeae^. 


«       Chaptejl  VIL 

tke  Sfl*r  .•  Tbeir  vHhries :  Thtit  difafiers^.^  Ths 
4eatb  of  Edward  'Bruce  t  And  the  final  Sfit^*^ 
fUmmtnt  cf  their  tnferfrhx. 

la£i.ANT>  J  for  which  the  flower  of  the  ScottifiiAbftraA 
forces,  were  now  about  to  fail  from  Ayr;  was,°oryof 
next  after  Britain,  the  faireft  ifland  in  thcfe  feas.^^^**^ 
Like  Britain,  it  was  probaHy  difcovcred  anS  vifit- 
ed  by  the  Phoenicians  and  the  Greeks ;  thofe  firft 
commercial  nations  t>f  the  Eaft ;  and  by  their  co- 
lonies of  Carthage,  Spain,  and  Marfcilles.    Per- 
haps,  ere  its  exrftence  was  known  to  thefe^  or  to 

any 

♦  rwdmx.  XII.  24,  2; ;— Barbopr  Ulljfubfiu,  aad  XIV, 
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c"^v?i.  ^y  other  civilized  people  j  it  might  receive  its 
WnrV  firft  human  inhabitants,  from  Spain,  from  Britain, 
or  even  from  Scandinavia.;  by  means  of  fome  of 
thofe  innumerable  accidents  in  the  fate  of 'man- 
kind, which  appear  to  have  gradually  difperfed 
.them  over  the  earth,  in  the  early  ages  of  the 
world,  without  any  grand  defigns,  or  extended 
forefight  In  themfelves.  When'  Jgricola  pene- 
trated, at  the  head  of  the  Roman  legions,  into 
the  north-weft  of  Scotland;  he  there  gained  fuch 
information  concerning  Irelandi  that  he .  was 
ftrongly  tempted  to  invade  it ;  ind  he  might  pof* 
fibly  have  atchieved  alfo  the  conqueft  of  that  ifle, 
had  he  not  been,  too  abruptly  recalled  to  Rome. 
The  earlieft  obfervations  and  enquiries  that  were 
made  concerning  thQ  relative  circumftaneea  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland^  ^ifcoyered  the  language, 
the  cuftoms,.  the  arts,  the  manners,  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  religion  of  the  Scots  and  the  Irifh, 
.  to  be  the  fame.  Their  conftant,  mutual  inter- 
coyrifi,  friendly  or,hQftile,  concurred,  alfa,  to  fug- 
geft  the  conjecture,  that  they  muft  be  frpm  one 
common  origin;  and' the  Scots  of  Irilh,  or  the 
Irifh  of  Scottifh  defcent.  Chriftianity  had  not 
been  long  believed  and  preached  in  Britain,  when 
an  Apoftle,  out  of  the  fouth-weft  of  Scotland,  paf- 
fed  -over  into  the  contiguous  ifle,  and,  with  mighty 
fuGcefs,  declared  the  tidings  of  the  gofpel  to  the 
Jrifti,     Fatrick^  their  Apoftle,  found  them  ta  be  a 

rude 
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Tude  and  fimple  people ;  without  letters,  Iegifla-Jl,*cT.  l 
tion,  or  ingenious  arts  ;  thinly  difperfed  over  their 
territories  j  the  willing  flaves  of  a  rude  and  grofs 
fuperftition,  by  which  theit*  habits  of  barbarous 
life,  were  confirmed  and  maintained;  fubjed  to 
Chiefs,  who  governed  them  without  laws,  but 
were  obeyed,  only  when  their  commands  were 
pleafing,  or  when  they  enforced  their  will,  by  fa- 
vage  a£ls  of  cruelty ;  divided  into  innumerable, 
petty  tribes ;  living  in  a  ftate  of  eternal  warfare, — 
of  inveterate  and  general  hoftility,  almoft  every 
where  exafperated  to  exterminating  fury.  The 
zeal,  the  genius^  and  the  artifices  of  Patrick,  foon 
triumphed  over  the  unfkilful  impoftures  of  the 
Druid  priefthood;  He  won  the  Druids, .  and  the 
bards^,  tbeir  brethren,  difciples,  and  aiTiftants  ;  to 
efpoufe  his  dodrines,  and  to  aid  the  propagation 
of  them.  Chriftianity,  as  he  taught  it,  wa$  ac- 
commodated to  the  ignorant  prejudices,  and  the 
rude  manners  of  the  people  to  whom  it  was 
preached.  It  was  ingrafted  upon  the  pretences  of 
Druidifm,  and  blended  with  the  traditionary  tales 
of  the  bards.  In  this  manner,  obtaining  quickly 
an  univerfal  reception  ;  it  feemed,  for  a  while,  to 
mitigate  the  ferocity  of  the  new  converts,  to  ci- 
vilize their  barbarifm,  and  to  fubdue  them  to  the 
obfervance  of  that  fublime  morality  which  it 
taught.  But,'  even  while  it  withdrew  to  a  life  of 
religious  fecluiion,  in  cells  and  convents,  a  greater 

a  number 
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^M3^  T.  noniber  of  men  and  women,  than  liad  been  ab- 
ftraffacd  from  profiane  fociety,  by  Ihnidifm ;  while 
the  irifli  fent  out  miffionaiiea  to  conrerC  their 
kindr«d  neighbours  of  the  Hebudiau  lAes :  The 
primitaYe  favagenefs,  and  barbarifm  of  the  people, 
even  then  prevaiied  over  the  genius  and  fpirit  of 
their  reiigioaj  fo  that  Chriftianitj  did  not  fb 
mxxch  exiah  and  refine  the  charader  of  the  native 
iafasihftants  of  Ireland,  as  fuffer,  itfelf,  a  debafe- 
ment  atid  corfoptbn,  in  the  mann^  in  which 
they  nnda:ilood  and  believed  its  do£hine8,  and 
fxraftifed  the  rites  of  its  wodbip.  The  jinglo' 
Saxon  conquerors  of  Britain,  extended  not  their 
ravages  or  coiosuzation  to  Ireland.  A  cafual  ex- 
pecfition  by  Egbert  of  Northumberland^  againft 
the  irifii,  fpread,  iisr  a  time,  devaftation  and  car- 
i&age  over  fome  part  of  theii:  north-eafl:  coaft;  bat 
accompUflied  no  pei^maneat  efieds  upon  thdr  go- 
vernment or  mamiers.  An  occa&mal  intetcourfe 
v^s  ilill  carried  on ;  and  coloniftt  alternately  went 
and  came ;  bietween  the  eaftern  coafl:  of  irebnd, 
and  thje  oppofite  fliores  of  Britain  from  Caitbhels 
to  Cornwall.  When  the  Nwfe^men^  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  centuries,  defcended,  in  naval  pcpedi- 
tions  for  piracy  or  conqueft,  upon  the  to^  of 
the  middle  and  wefterh  countries  of  Europe  ;  Ire- 
land foon  engaged  their  notice,  and  became  a 
icene  of  their  depredations  and  ctdooial  fetdi^ 
ipent*    After  various  temporary  defcents,  which 

had 
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had  no  farther  objtft,  than  the  acqpifitioa  of  ^ni*^^^-  ^ 
der ;  they  invaded  Armagh,  with  z  mighty  force; 
conquered  a  lar^  extent  of  territory ;  and  efla^ 
blifhed,'  there,  a  new  monarchy  t  ^hich,  xvithnt 
Mb  thasi  haJf  a  century  fubfisqasnt,  reduced  al! 
loelaad  mider  its  dominion*'  A  long  ieries  of 
flxnggks  foUowed,  between  the  No^fe-meit  ftili 
nriving  to  maintaia,  to  confinn,  and  to  extend 
their  power;  and  the  native  Irifii^  labouring  t9 
break:  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  and  to^  expel  the 
ftrangess  from  their,  ifland.  The  NurfiMoen^  wsre, 
ia  the  facogrtb  of  tlieir  contentions ;  converted 
from  paganifm,.  to  Chriftianity.  The  kiflt  Clergy* 
were,  during  thr  &me  time,  partially  reconcilef^ 
and  fabje^ted  to  the  Church  of  Rome.^  At  bS, 
the  dcfcendents  of  the  invaders,  ceafed  ta  be  re- 
garded as  foreigners :  The  Norfe-meii,  and  the  Old 
Irifh,  were  blended  together  into  one  people :  The 
former  isfenfibiy  aflumed  the  language  and  mao- 
nera  of  the  jatter  ;  and,  in  tmn,  communicated  to 
tbeftr^  their  arts  and  inftitutions.  Ireland  was  now 
divided  into  many  principalities ;  as  Britain,  haci 
been,  in  ther  days:  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  hep^ 
tarcby,.  and  the  Stratbdydian,  Scottifb,  and  Fio* 
tlfli  kingdoms.  Sometimes^  one  of  thofe  Irifli 
I^inceSt  pe£Cefling  wider  dominion,  or  a  xhore-  il« 
luftrious,  perfonal  charader,  than  the  refl ;  attaint- 
ed an  acknowledged  fuperiority  over  them ;  fimi- 
Izr  to  that  which  fiune  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Ma^ 

narchs^ 
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^zcr.i.    narchs  of  all  England,  gained,  for  a  time,  over  the 
K^f^r^  p^tty,  but  independent  Princes  who  pofreflfed  the 
reft  of  the  Britifh  ifle.     Whatever  legal  or  politi- 
.cal  inftitutions  held  any  fixed  exiftence  among 
them,  had  been  introduced  by  the  Norfc-men  ;  or 
had  originated  in  the*  influence  of  the  Clergy,  and 
in  the  imitation  of -the  order   of  the   Chriftian 
•  Church.     The  firft  cities  in  Ireland,  were  built 
by  the  Norfe  colonies :  The  laws  of  Tani/iry^  were 
adopted  from  them  :  The  various  fpoils  of  their 
piratical  expeditions ;  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  iron, 
and  many  precious  productions  of  the  Arts ;  be- 
ing brought  by  them,  into  Ireland,  and  there  de- 
pofited  or  loft  ;  were,  in  a  future  age,  to  be  mif- 
'  '  taken  for  relics  of  the  imaginary  civilization  of 
the  Irifh,  in  fome  very  remote  period  of  unrecord- 
ed antiquity. 

While  thus  occupied,  and  in  this  ftate  of  go- 
Ternment  and  manners ;  Ireland  and  its  inhabi- 
tants  began,  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  cen- 
turies, to  become  continually  more  and  more  known 
to  the  Englifh.  Fugitives  from  England,  on  ac- 
count of  crimes  or  oppreffion,  were  accuftomed  to 
fmd  refuge  in  Ireland.  The  Welfh,  in  the  courfe 
of  thofe  long  contentions,  by  which  they  I'efifted 
the  extenfion  of  the  Englifh  dominion,  obtained 
tagiifh  from  the  Irifli,  frequent  aid.  The  Englifli  Clergy 
^^d  **^d.  laboured,  with  fome  fuccefs,  to  reduce  thofc 

of 
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of  Ireland,  into  a  dependency  upon  the  Englilh,^*^''- '• 
metropolitan  See  of  Canterbury.  At  length,  in 
the  ufuai  fpirit  of  thofe  unquief  times,  the  Norman 
Monarchs  of  England,  began  to  meditate  the  con« 
queft  of  Ireland.  Henry  the  Second  obtained  a 
bull  from  the  Pope,  by  which  he  was  formally  au- 
thorized, in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifl  and  his  pre- 
tended vicegerent,  to  invade  and  fubdue  the  Irifh 
people  ;  on  condition,  that  he  fhould  reduce  them 
univerfally,  to  adopt  the  Romifli  ritual  of  worfbip, 
to  own  the  fupremacy  of  the  Holy  Father,  and  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  St  Peter.  The  inteftine  wars  of 
the  Irifli,  foon  prefented  an  opportunity  for  the 
Engliih,  to  intermeddle  in  their  affairs.  One  of 
their  Kings,  overcome  in  war,  and  expelled  from 
his  fmall  kingdom,  by  a  more  powerful  neighbour, 
fought  proteftion  and  aid  from  Henry.  Henry 
permitted  Richard  Earl  of  Strongbow,  to  under- 
take an  expedition,  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
Dermod,  the  exiled  prince,  to  his  throne.  The 
Englifh  force,  which  was,  in  confcqucnce  of  thefe 
tranfaftions,  introduced  into  Ireland,  obtained  efta- 
blifliments,  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprizes  j 
and  within  no  long  time,  fubje&ed  a  conHderable 
extent  of  territory,  along  the  eaftern  coafts  of  thii 
ifle,  to  thefupreme  dominion  of  the  Englifli  Crown. 
Dublin,  Wexford,  and  feveral  other  places  of 
ftrength  which  had  been  founded  by  the  Norfe- 
men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli.  After 
Vol,  II.  A  a  fomc 
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»ECT.  I.  fome  rime,  King  Heijry  himfetf,  undel'took  an  ex- 
pedition into  Ireland.  The  Irifh  chiefs  feemed  to 
contend,  who  fliould  firft  make  hh  peace  with  this 
mighty  monarch,  by  unconditional  fubmiflion. 
Only  the  princes  of  Connaaght  and  Ulfter,  ftea- 
dily  maintained  their  independence.  The  Irifh 
Clergy,  in  a  national  affembly,  acknowledged 
Henry  for  the  Lord  and  Sovereign  of  Ireland; 
and  adopted  the  ritual  of  the  Engliih  Church,  as 
the  rule  of  their  ccclefiaftical  difcipline  and  wor- 
fhip.  Even  the  laws  of  England,  were  haftily  ac- 
cepted, to  regulate  the  focial  relations,  and  the 
adminiftration  of  diftributive  juftice  among  the 
Irifli.  Due  meafures  were  taken  for  th«  mainte- 
nance, and  extenfion  of  the  Engliih  power ;  dnd 
Henry  then  departed  out  of  the  ifland.  A  long 
feries  of  unremitted  wars,  enfued ;  in  which  the 
Irifh  chieftains  ftill  laboured  to  refifl  the  progrefs, 
and  to  recover  the  previous  conquefts,  of  the  Eng- 
liffr;  the  Englifh,  impelled  by  all  the  furies  of  ava- 
rice, ambition,  and  revenge,  ftill  purfued  their 
career,  and,  although  not  without  occafional  difaf- 
ters,  continued  to  enlarge  their  authority,  and 
their  poflTeflions,  among  the  Irifh;  the  Engliih 
nobles  fometimes  combined  with  the  'Irifli  chief- 
tains, againft  one  another,  or  in  rebellious  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  fovereign ;  and  the  Irifh  chieftains, 
in  like  manner,  often  aided  the  conquefts  of  t>e 
ftrangers ;  while  the  Engliih  and  the  IriOi  mutual- 
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ly  ouight  the  impreifion  of  another's  manners ;  ^*<'^^^^^- 
and  the  continual  warfare  which  prevailed  through- v 
out  the  ifland,  contributed  to  throw  all  its  inhabi- 
tants back,  to  a  certain  degree,  into  that  dark  and 
rugged  barharifiUt  out  of  which,  even  the  Irifh 
had  begun  to  emerge.  In  the  latter  years  of  his 
reign,  Henry  fcnt  John,  the  youngeft  of  his  fons, 
to  conduft  the  Irifli  government  and  wars.  But, 
neither  during  the  clofmg  reign  of  his  father 
Henry ;  nor  while  he  held  the  lordfliip  ofjj  Ireland, 
under  his  elder  brother,  Richard  ;  could  John 
complete  the  xonqueft  of  the  ifland  ;  or  reduce 
thofe  Iriih  who  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the 
EngliA  government,  into  a  ftate  of  peaceable  obe- 
dience to  the  laws*  John,  at  length  attaining, 
bimfelf,  to  the  fovereignty  of  th^  Englifla  domi- 
nions; continued  to  manage  the  aiFairs,  of  Ire- 
land, with  conCiderabU  attention,  but  various  fuc- 
cefs ;  till  the  whole  ifland  was,  at  length,  brought 
into  nominal  fubjedion  to  his  power.  From  his 
fon  £und  fuccefibr,  Henry  the  Third,  the  Irifli  ob- 
tained the  fame  charter  of  liberty,  which  the  Eng- 
lifli  Barons  had  wrefl;ed  from  John.  During  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  his  Lieutenants  labour- 
ed, with  confiderable  fuccefs,  to  eftablifli  the  Eng-" 
Ii(h  laws,  as  the  only  rules  of  government  and  civil  . 
intercourfe,  in  Ireland ;  feveral  parliaments  were 
here  held ;  and  Edward  drew  occafional  aid  out 
of  Ireland,  for  his  French  and  Scottifli  wars.  Ed- 
ward 
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c**^%iT  ^^^^  ^^^  Second  committed  the  lieutenaacy  of 
c^nrsj  Ireland,  for  a  fhort  time,  to  his  favourite.  Piers 
Gavefton  ;  nor  did  Gavelton,  in  this  inftance,  dis- 
grace his  mafter's  choice.  But,  the  ancient  Irifh 
vere  not  yet  reduced  to  entire  fubmiffion,  or  or- 
derly obedience.  They  fpurned  and  ftruggled, 
like  beads  of  prey  in  confinement ;  and  were,  for 
ever,  breaking  out  into  a£ts  of  outrage,  reiiftance^ 
and  defperate  hoftiliry.  We  have  feen,  that,  they 
lent  aid  to  Robert  Bruce  in  Afi  beginning  of  his 
contefl:  with  the  Englifh.  They  rejoiced  in  his 
progreflive  fuccefs.  They  were  eafily  tempted  to 
undertake  new  enterptaizes  againft  the  authority  of 
the  Englifh  in  their  ifland,  upon  the  promife  of 
afTiftance  from  the  Scots ;  whom  they  efteemed 
their  brethren ;  and  who  were,  at  this  time,  re- 
garded, as  heroes,  invincible  in  battle ;  in  valour, 
and  military,  condud,  infinitely  fuperior  to  the 
Englifli*. 

Motivcf  The  Scottifh  King  and  his  nobles  appear  to 
wh-h  !he  have  believed,  that,  the  impatience  with  which  the 
dcrto^k'  Irifli  endured  the  Englifli  yoke  j  the  general  weak- 
t^n  mto'  ^^f^  ^"^  diforder  into  which  the  Englifh  goveru- 
irdind.    nieut  was  at  this  time  thrown,  ty  Edward's  errours 

and 

*  Compare  Keatirtg: — O'Halloran: — O'Connor's  Ef- 
fay  : — ^Vallanccy's  CoUcftanea  Hibernica  : — Archdall's  M«« 
Baftkon  Hibernicuin  ;^Leland's'Hift.  of  Ireland^  &c. 
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and  misfortunes  ;  their  own  uuconqucrable  intre-S««T.  ?• 
pidity  and. fortitude;  and  that  high  tide  of  fuccefsv 


which  had,  for  fome  time  attended  all  their  exer- 
tions ;  might  enable  them,  with  the  affiflance  of 
the  Irilh  themfelves,  to  drive  the  Englifh  out  of 
Ireland^  as  they  had,  already  driven  them  out  of 
Scotland.  The  fuppofed  common  defcent  of  the 
two  nations,  feemed  to  impofe  it,  as  an  indifpen- 
fible  duty  on  the  Scots,  to  interpofe  for  the  deli- 
verance of  their  Hibernian  brethren  from  foreign 
opprefiion.  A  martial  and  adventurous  fpirit  was 
kindled  among  the  Scots,  which  would  not  permit 
them  to  lay  themfelves  down  in  the  inert  inadivity 
of  that  peace  with  England,  which  feemed  likely 
to  be  the  fpeedy  confequence  of  their  late  fucceffes. 
Scotland  was  too  narrow  a  theatre  for  the  ambition 
of  fo  many  heroes.  Each  of  the  noble  companions 
of  Bruce,  feemed  worthy  to  be,  himfelf,  a  king. 
The  Irifh  chiefs  of  Ulfter,  eagerly  agreed  to  re-  a-d- 
ceive  Edward  Bruce  for  their  fovereign  :  And  the 
illand  was  fo  extenfive,  and  in  fuch  a  (late  of  in- 
fubordination,  as  to  prefent  a  fair  field  to  the  am- 
bition, not  only  of  Edward  Bruce,  but  likewife  of 
all  the  diftinguiftied  Scottifli  Knights  who  were 
ready  to  accompany  him,  on  the  deilined  expedi- 
tion*. 

In 

# 

•  Fordun.  XII.  2j: — Annal.  Hibcrn.  apud  Camden  :— 
Barbour,  B.  XIV. 
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stcT.  I.       In  the  month  of  May,  in  the  yean  one  thou- 
^^..^.y.^  fand  three  hundred  and  fifteen,  Edward  Bruce; 
A.D.    ^jjjj  j^jj   army  of  fix   thoufand   men;    and  at- 
Thc  land-  tended   by    Randolph,    Philip    Mowbray,    John 
firii  cntcr-Soulis,  John  Stewart,  Fergus  of  Ardroffan^  and 
f "/scots  Ramfay  of  Ouchterhoufe;    embarked  on  hoard 
'"^  ^"^^^  three  hundred  boats,  and  failed  from  the  hay  of 
Ayr,  for  Ireland.     On  the  tweuty-fifth  day  of  the 
fame  month,  they  landed  near  Carrickfergus,  on 
the  north-eaft  coaft  of  that  ifle*     The  Irifh  chief- 
tains of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  immediately  afTem- 
bled ;    did  homagie   to  Edward   Bruce,   as  their 
King  ;  and  gave  him  hoftageii,  in  pledge  for  their 
fidelity.     In  union  with  the  forces  which  thefe 
xhieftains  brought,  to  augment  it,  the  Scottiili 
army  was  foon  fufiiciently  powerful  in  numbers, 
to  over-run  the  province,  arui  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  Englilh,  and  their  adherents.     With  favage 
and  unfparing  fury,  they  depopulated  and  laid 
wade,  all  the  Engllih  fettlemaits  in  thefe  northem 
parts  of  the  ifland.     Cottages,  caftles,  villages, 
walled  towns,  were  plundered,  burnt,  and  levelled 
with  the  ground.    No  vigorous  defence  was  at- 
tempted ;  for,  the  Englifli  were  fcatcered  over  the 
country;   and  were  taken  unaware,  and  uof^'e- 
pared.     The  hews  of  the  landing  of  the  Scots  ;  of 
their  junftion  with  their  Irifli  allies ;  of  the  defola- 
tion  and  carnage  produced  by  their  firft  enterprizes 
in  the  north;  and  particularly  of  the'fack  and 

burning 
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burning  of  the  towns  of  Dundalk  andAtfaerdee  ;SfecT.i. 

^  Ch.  VIL 

being  foon  communicated  throughout  all  Ireland  ju^nr^^ 
excited  the  native  Irilh,  every  where,  to  joy,  wan- 
ton fury,  and  uncontroulable  infurre^ion ;  but 
ftruck  the  hearts  of  their  Englifh  oppreffors  with 
folicitous  alarm,  and  for  a  time,  confounded  their 
couniels  with  mutual  recrimination  and  diftruil, 
wavering  indecifion,  and  inconfiderate  temerity  of 
purpofe,  which  firuitlefsly  wafted  their  ftrength*» 

Yet,  old  De  Burgh,  Earl  of  Ulfter ;  a  man, 
whofe  great  military  qualities  had  been  long  and 
glorioufiy  tried  in  the  Iriih.  wars  ;  muftered  what 
force  he  could  eafily  raife  ;  and  advanced  to  make 
bead  againft  the  Scots.  Butler,  the  £ngli(h  King's 
Lieutenant  in  Ireland,  came  with  the  troops  of 
Leinfter,  to  ta^e  part  againft  the  common  ene- 
my. De  Burgh  fcornfully  refufed  this  proffer- 
ed aid  }  and  Butler  "therefore  returned  to  the  pro- 
tedion  of  Leinfter,  the  province  which  was  the 
moft  immediately  under  his  ow^n  care.  The  Scots  Defeat  of 
retired,  till  De  Burgh's  confidence,  and  haughty^^^"^^**** 
contempt  of  fuch  enemies,  were  increafed  to  an  lifter, 
unfoidierly  fecurity,  aifti  the  moft  prefumptuous 
rafhnefs.  Bruce,  then,  feizing  an  advantageous 
opportunity,  fent  a  large  detachment  of  his  forces, 

to 

*  Lib.  Cloninacn.  Monaft.  quoted  by  Leland,  Vol.  I.  P. 
266,  267  : — ^Annal.  Hibern.  ut  fupra :— Barbour,  B.  XIV. 
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8kgt.  l  to  march  unfeen,  and  make  a  fudden  attack  on  the 

Ch.  VlL 

enemy  ;  while  to  tbem^  his  whole  army  fhould  ftill 
feem ;  in  confequence  of  the  art  with  which  ap* 
pearances  were  to  be  managed ;  to  reft  within  their 
camp*  The  artifice  fucceeded.  The  Englifli  being 
afiailed,  unexpededly,  on  the  flank,  were  quickly 
thrown  into  confufion,  and  difperfed  in  flight. 
Many  of  the  principal  perfons  in  De  Burgh's 
army,  were  made  prifoners.  Others  efcaping  to 
the  caftle  of  Carrickfiprgus  ;  (hut  themfelves  up  in 
it ;  and  determined  ^o  defend  it  againft  the  Scots, 
to  the  laft  extremity.  After  fome  fruitlefs  efforts 
to  take  this  caftle,  Bruce  defifted  from  the  liege*. 

Randolph,  having,  in  the  meantime,  rertfited 
Scotland,  now  returned,  with  a  re-inforcement  of 
five  hundred'meA,  to  recruit  the  army  of  Edward 
Bruce.  Thus  ftrengthened,  the  Scots  marched 
icuthward,  through  Meath,  into  Kildare.  In  Kil- 
dare,  they  were  oppofed  by  Butler,  the  EngUfh 
King's  Lieutenant,  with  an  army  much  more  nu- 
merous, than  their  whole  force.  But,  the  fears 
and  mutual  difcord  of  the  Engllih,  more  than  the 
arms  of  the  Scots,  foon  diT)ve  Butler's  forces  into 
bafe  retreat.  The  native  Irifli  continued  with 
growing  eagernefs,  to  aflbciate  themfelves  to  the 
profperous  fortunes  of  their  Scottifii  Allies.  The 
2  chieftains 
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chieftains  of  Cqnnaught,  with  thofe  of  Meath  and^'j^^^jj 
Munftcr,  revolted  from  the  Englifli,  and  declared  v-.-^y^i^ 
in  favour  of  Edward  Bruce,     A  famine,  however, 
hin  !ered  Bruce,  for  fome  time,  from  profecuting  . 
his  vidories  fouthward,  with  that  rapidity  with 
which  he  might  otherwife  have  advanced.     He  re- The  En^ 
turned^  backwards  into  Ulfter ;  but,  on  this  re-^^tcd  im 
treating  march,  confirmed  the  reputation  of  his^^*'^ 
valour  and  fuccefs,  by  defeating  the  Englifli  under 
Lord  Mortimer  i  who  had  again  ventured  to  attack 
him,  at  Kenlis  in  Meath.     Arrived  in  Ulfter,  Ed- 
ward there  awaited  a  feafon  more  favourable  for 
new  enterprizes ;  in  the  mean  titpe,  exercifing  the 
authority  of  a  fovereign ;  reprefling  licentioufnefs; 
and  enforcing  the  laws  of  civil  order.     His  faith- 
ful Randolph  went  again  to  Scotland,  to  procure 
new  fUccours*. 

After^uo  long  period  of  inaftivity,  Edward  Camcfc- 
.Bruce  renewed  the  fiege  of  Carrickfergus.     ThekYn  bV* 
garrifon  withflood  the  befiegers,  till  aconfiderable^**^®*^'^"' 
body  of  Englifli  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Mandeville,  came,  by  fea,  to  their  relief. 
On  the  next  morning,  after  his  arrival,  Mandeville, 
unexpeftedly,  aifaulted  the  Scottifh  out-pofls;  while 
all  the  Scots  lay  unarmed,  in  diforder,  and  afleep ; 
except  only  a  company  of  fixty  men,  under  the» 
V6l.  II.  B  b  command 

*  Ann.  HIbern.  apud  Camden. 
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c  "v?i  c^n^"^^*^^  ^f  Neil  Fleming ;  who  kep»  watch,  as 
W'vvJ  the  guard  of  the  camp.  Fleming,  and  thefoWiers 
who  watched  with  him,  faw  that,  unlefs  they  alone, 
Ihould,  for  fome  time,  refift  the  aflailants ;  rout 
and  carnage  muft  be  inftantly  fpread  throxigh  the 
Scottifli  tents;  and  that,  attempting,  alone,  to 
wichftand  tlie  whole  EngHflv  fotce,  they  muft,  all, 
inevitably  perifli.  While  fome  went  to,  toufe  the 
camp ;  l^leming,  with  the  reft,  generoufly  devored 
themfelves  to  death,  for  their  commander,  and  their 
fellow-foldiers.  Their  heroifm  faved  the  army. 
Befor-e  their  refinance* couW  be  entirely  overcome; 
Bruc«  himfelf,  with  a  company  of  thofe  who  had 
been  quartered  neareft  to  hito,  were  iti  erms. 
Gilbert  Harper,  the  foremoftmaninthis  company, 
--  and  one  of  the  doughtieft  warriours  iiv  Bruce's 

'  army ;  eagerly  marked  Mandeville,  advancing  at 
the  head  of  his  troops ;  ruflied  forward  upon  him ; 
?nd  to  the  great  dlfmay  of  the  UngliCi,  with  one 
ftroke  of  his  battle-axe,  laid  their  leader  jjrof- 
tra^e  on  the  earth.  Macnicol,  with  two  hundred 
Iriih  fpearmen,  ir  the  mean  time,  came  up,  to  fe- 
cond  Brucc's  eflbrts  ;  ^nd-  the  whole  Scottifli  force 
v/iis  fomi  ready  to  fuftain  and  aid  them.  Terrour 
:i"?h1  confufion  were  turned  from  the  Scots,  to  the 
fide  of  the  Englifh.  They  fled  towards  the  cafllt. 
Rjt,  the  garrifon  4iad  drawn  up  the  bridge,  and 
fhut  the  gates ;  being  too  much  alarmed  for  flieir 
own  fafety,  to  heed  the  fate  of  their^  companions. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  thus  e^spofed,  without  refuge,  to  the  rage ^'^^- J: 
of  the  enemy,  were  alinofl  allflain:  andfeveralv 
of  their  veffels,  in  the  harbour,  were,  at  the  fame 
time  feized  by  the  Scots  aad  their  Iriih  aflbciates* 
Fleming  ftiil  breathed,  but  was  in  the  laft  agonies 
of  death,  whea  the  engagement  was  thus  happily 
tenninated.  His  brave  comrades  had  to  a  man, 
fallen  gallantly  befid«  him.  Edward  Bruce ;  aU 
though  too  familiar  to  fcenes  of  death,  and  of  a 
nature  too  ftern  and  rugged,  to  be  eafily  moved 
to  tender  forrow,  by  the  accidents  of  war  j  yet, 
could  not  refrain  from  bitter  lamentation,  whea 
ke  beheld  the  mangled  and  bleeding  bodies  of 
thofe  generous  and  heroic  men  j  and  when  he  re* 
Seeled  on  the  magnanimity  with  which  they  had 
devoted  themfelvea  to  certain  death,  ^Jid  on  the 
fafety  and  ?i£koty  which  he  owed  to  their  mortal 
efforts.  The  fate  of  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus, 
was,  however,  fufpended,  for  fome  tirne  longer,  by 
a  truce  with  the  garrifon,  to  which  Bruce  found  i( 
neceffary  to  conXent,  No  relief  g^rived  to  them, 
within  the  ftipulated  period ;  and  at  the  end  of  it^ 
they  were,  therefore,  in  compliance  with'the  con- 
ditions of  the  truce,  to  furrender  the  caftle  to  the 
Scots.  Bruce  fent  thirty  mdn  to  receive  their  fub- 
miffion,  and  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  caftle,  in  his 
name.  But,  when  the  Englifti  faw,  that  this  flen- 
der  party  had  entered  the  caffle,  and  were  now 
within  their  power  ;  they^  without  refpefting  their 

engagements. 
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<^u%u  engagements,  threw  thefe  thirty  Scots  into  con- 
finement, and  again  bade  defiance  to  Bruce  and 
his  hoft,  from  the  caftle- walls.  He  pofleiTed  nc 
means  by  which  he  could  chaftife  their  perfidy, 
except  that  of  continuing  to  blockade  the  caftle^ 
till  they  fhouid  be  reduced  by  famine,  to  furren- 
der.  Hopelefs,  now  of  mercy  from  the  befiegers, 
if  they  fhouid  fall  into  tbeir  hands }  and  iLili  ob- 
flinately  cherifhing  an  anxious,  torturing  expeda^ 
tion  of  relief^  the  garrifon  continued  to  hold  out, 
with  a  favage  firmnefs  of  fpirit,  which,  by  its  ex- 
pedients, commands,  at  once,  our  admiration,  and 
our  horrour.  Their  provifions  were,  at  length,! 
wholly  confumed ;  although  they  had  for  fome 
time,  confined  themfelves  to  a  few  morfels,  each, 
in  the  day.  Relief,  however,  appeared  not ;  yet, 
might  foon  atrive.  Thq  hides  of  the  cattle  they 
had  flain,  j'emained  to  them  :  and  with  thefe,  they 
fuftained  life,  till  thefe  were  alfo  entirely  devour- 
ed* In  the  wild  fury  of  hunger,  obflinacy,  and 
revenge,  they,  at  laft,  laid  hands  upon  their  Scot- 
tifh  prifoners ;  and  for  fome  fhortfpace,  protraded 
their  own  fate,  by  flaying  thefe  vidims,  and  ma- 
king a  few  horrid  repafts  upon  human  flefh.  Af- 
ter all,  Edward  Bruce,  either  ignorant,  that  thej 
were  reduced  to  fuch  extremities ;  or  aware,  that 
an  Englifh  army  was  now  at  hand,  to  relieve  them ; 

admitted 
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admitted  them  to  terms  of  capitulation ;  and  thus^'c^.  i. 
gained  pofleffion  of  the  caftle*.  ..^^-y^nJ 

Hi^  brother,  the  King  of  the  Scots,  in  the  mean    a.  a 
time,  arrived  in  Ireland,  with  thofe  new  fuccours,    '"^^ 
which  Randolph  had,  fome  time  before,  gone  to 
demand.     He  landed  at  Carrickfergus,  when  the 
garrifon  in  its  caftle,  were  about  to  capitulate.     A 
detachment  of  the  Scottifli  force,  foon  after,  fuf- 
fered  a  difcomfiture  from  a  body  of  troops  with 
which  John  Logan,  and  Hugh  Biflet,  were  advan- 
cing, when  it  was  now  too  late,  to  raife  the  iiege 
of  Carrickfergus.     But,  the  adion  produced  no 
confequences,  decidedly  ufeful  to  the  Knglifli,  or 
adverfe  to  the  defigns  of  the  Scots.     The  army  ofrhe  scou 
the  united  Scots  and  Irifh ;  led  by  the  two  Kings  ;J^*the  "*" 
for  Edward  Bruce  had  bgen  lately  crowned  King[^^^^ 
of  Ireland,  at  Dundalk ;  proceeded  on  a  fecond 
expedition  fouthwards,  with  as  much  favour  of 
the  Irifh,  and  as  great  terrour  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifli ;  as  if  no  fuch  partial  difafler  had  yet  be- 
fallen them.     Their' march  was  through  Louth, 
to  Slane.     Another  army  of  great  force,  was  muf- 
tered  by  the  Englifh  Lords,  to  oppofe  them^     The 
Englifh  had  ftationed  themJelves  within  a  wood, 
to  await  the  approach  of  the  Scots  and  their  Al- 
lies.   But,  the  Scots,  unwilling  there  to  give  bat. 

tie 
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c'^^^vn  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  fkilfully  contrived  to  pafe^  at  fuch 
a  diftance  from  the  main  army  of  the  Eoglifli ; 
that,  the  latter  could  neither  bring  the  former  to 
a  general  engagement ;  nor  yet  barafs  them,  by 
hanging  on  their  Sank  or  rear,  fo  as  to  turn  their 
invading  march  into  retreat  or  flight.  However, 
jbme  fcouting  parties  from  the  van  of  the  Eogliih, 
came  up  with  the  loiterers  in  the  Scottilh  rear  j 
but,  were  quickly  repulfed  ;  and  might  have  been 
purfued  back  to  their  main  army ;  had  not  Robert 
Bruce  ;  cautious  to  avoid  coming  unfeafonably  to 
a  general  engagement ;  reftrained,  although  with 
great  difficulty,  the  ardour  of  his  troops.  His 
brother  Edward  had  hurried  fo  impatiently  for- 
ward, with  the  van  divifion  of  their  army ;  that 
the  rear  under  Robert's  command,  might  have 
been  routed  and  difperfed  by  an  hoiliie  force,  be« 
fore  the  van  could  have  returned  to  their  aflif* 
tance.  The  Scots  advanced,  unchecked  in  their 
career,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin^. 

Dublin  was  the  principal  feat  of  the  Englifli 
government  in  Ireland.  Hither  had  the  Earl  of 
Ulfter  retired,  in  fliame  and  vexation,  when  he 
found  himfelf  unable  to  refift  the  career  of  the 
Scots.  It  was  a  city  defended  by  walls,  and  oc« 
cupied  by  a  confiderable  number  of  citizens,  bear* 

ing 
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inp:  arms,  and  excrcifed  in  war.     The  Earl  of  UI-*^'^cr.  i. 

Ca.  VII. 

fter,  being  brother  to  the  wife  of  Robert  Bruce  ;v«Ar^ 
.and  having,  for  fome  time,  ceafed  from  hi«  firfl: 
vigorous  oppofition  to  the  invaders ;  incurred  the 
fiifpicion  of  holding  a  traitorous  correfpondence 
with  his  brother-in-law,  or  at  lead,  of  favouring 
the  invafion.     The  citizens  of  Dublin,  in  a  fud-    ^^  ^ 
den  fury,  caft  him  into  confinement.     With  one    '3"7- 
accord,  they  then  burnt  down  the  fuburbs,  fituate 
without   the   walls   of  their  city  ;   demolifhed   a 
church  which  ftood   contiguous  ;   repaired   their 
walk  with  the  materials  of  thefe  ruins ;  and  refo- 
lately  determined  to  preferve  Dublin  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  or  to  perifli,  all, 
in  its  defence.    Deterred  by  the  afped  of  thefe 
preparations,  the  Scots  would   not  attempt  the 
fiege  of  DubKn.     They,  however,   made  them-succcffct 
felves  mafters  of  Caftle-Knock  in  its  vicinity  ;  en-g^J^^^. 
camped  for  fome  days,  at  Leixflip;  then  continu-*^<^^outh. 
ed  their  march,  by  Naas,  to  Callen  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny ;  and  being  aided  by  the  Lacys,  No- 
bles of  Englifh  origin,  and  by  the  Irifli  -Chieftains 
of  Munfter  and  Connaught ;  advanced,  without 
meeting  oppofition,  as  far  as  Ximerick.     The  ob- 
jefts  of  the  Scots,  in  this  incurfion,  were,  to  ob- 
tain fupplies  of,  provifions,   of  which  there  was 
now  an  extreme  fcarcity  in  the  northern  provin- 
ces ;  to  afford  to  fuch  of  the  Irifh  and  Englifh,  as 
were  difpofed  to  revolt  from  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment. 
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Sr^vii  "^^^^?  ^  ^^^  opportunity  of  efpoufing  the  caufe  of 
Edward  Bruce  ;  and  to  ftrike,  at  once,  at  the  root 
of  the  Englifli  dominion  In  Ireland,  by  attacking 
thofe  who  maintained  and  adminiftered  it,  in  the 
principal  feats  of  their  authority  and  power. 
Wherever  the  Scots  came,  they  depopulated  and 
laid  wafte  the  open  country,  with  the  ufual  ha- 
Tock  and  devaftation  of  war.  The  flocks  an3 
herds  of  thofe  who  joined  them,  might  indeed  be 
ipared  ;  but,  the  pofFef&ons  of  their  enemies,  were, 
for  this,  the  more  rapacioufly  plundered.  Al- 
though they  had  left  behind  them,  yarious  ftrong 
places  ftill  fecure  in  the  hands  of  the  £ngli(h ; 
yet,  their  fucceffes,  and  the  general  impreflion 
which  they  made, ,  were  aftonifliingly  great.  It 
feemed  probable,  that  Edward  Bruce  might,  with- 
in no  long  fpace.  of  time,  become  entirely  mafter 
of  this  kingdom,  the  Crown  of  which  he  had  af- 
fumed*. 

Yet,  the  Scots  had  afted  with  inconfideratc 
raftmefs,  in  advancing  fo  far  fouthward.  They 
had  no  fea-port-town,  in  their  poiTefCon,  but  Car- 
rickfergus;  and  their  enemies  being  now  left  be- 
•hind  them;  might  cut  them  oflF  from  all  poflibility 
of  retreating  thither,  in  order  to  efcape  into  their 
own  country,  if  any  fatal  difafters  fliould  befall 

them. 
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them.     A  numerous*  but  difcordant  and  tumultu-SscT.  i. 

Ch.  VII. 

ary  army,  was  muftered  againfl:  th^m,  by  the  Eng- 
li(h  Lords,  in  Kilkenny.  -But,  fear,  and  diiTenfion 
confounded  the  counfels  of  the  Englifh,  and  pal« 
fied  their  valour.  They  could  not  agree  among 
themfelves,  either  to  attack  the  Scots,  in  one  de- 
cifive  aftion ;  or  only^  to  hover  about  them,  till 
they  fliould  retreat  j  and  then  to  hang  upon  their 
rear,  and  harafs  their  march  with  inceffant  Ikir- 
mifhes,  till  they  might  be  thrown  into  confufion^ 
and  fcattered  in  flight*  In  the  mean  time,  Roger 
Lord  Mortimer ;  newly  appointed  by  the  Englilh 
King,  to  the  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland  j  arrived  in 
the  ifland ;  and  fent  his  orders  to  the  commanders 
of  the  Englifli  troops  in  Kilkenny,  to  attempt  no- 
thing farther  againft  the  Scots,  until  he  himfelf 
(hould  join  them.  The  Scots  wifely  taking  ad* 
vantage  of  the  inaftion  of  their  enemies,  began 
their  retreat,  and  quickly  made  their  way  back^ 
unmolefted,  into  the  province  of  Kildare.  On 
their  march,  they  were  reduced  by  famine,  to  ex- 
treme  diftrefs.  They  killed  their  horfes,  and  de- 
voured the  carcafes ;  and  notwithftanding  this 
miferable  refource,  many  died  for  want  of  food* 
But,  Mortimer  ;  having  diffolved,  and  difmifled 
the  tumultuary  army  of  the  Englifh,  which  he  found 
vainly  aflembled  in  Kilkenny ;'  could  not  mufter 
a  fufBcient  body  of  more  regular  troops,  with  fuch 
expedition,  as  to  follow  and  overtake  the  Scots,  in 
Vol.  1L  C  c         ^  their 
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stcT.  I.    their  diftrefs.     They  halted,  for  fome  davs,  near 
Ch.  vn.  .  ' 

u^-v^^j  Trim  ;  and  then  renewing  their  progrefs,  arrived, 

t^rnof  ihc^"^^  more,  in  Ulfter.     If  there  might  be  in  the  in- 
Scots  into  curfion,  too  much  of  the  ardent  and  headlong  te- 
anddc'par-merity  of  Edward  Bfuce  ;  the  fldll  and  fuccefs  of 
Robert     the  retreat,  were,  however,  worthy  of  the  wifdom 
Sotilld.  ^^^  ^^S^  military  talents  of  his  brother,  Robert. 
Only  famine,  and  their  fortifications,  had  faved 
the  Englifh  from  being,  at  once,  conquered,  and 
expelled  out  of  Ireland,  by  the  Scots.     The  affairs 
of  his  own  kingdom,  and  the  neceffity  there  wis, 
for  providing  new  fuppHes  to  recruit  the  army  in 
Ulfter ;  now  obliged  Robert  Bruce  to  return  to 
Scotland.      Randolph  accompanied  him.      They 
failed  from  Carrickfergus,  and  foon  landed  fafe  in 
Galloway  •• 

But,  Robert  Bruce  found  the  Englifh  too  bufy 
and  powerful  on  the  fouthern  frontier  of  his  king- 
dom, to  allow  him  to  difpatch  new  fuccours  to  his 
brother  in  Ireland.  Mortimer  chaftifed  the  rebel- 
lious chiefs  of  thofe  diftrifts  which  the  Scots  had 
lately  over-run ;  and  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  reftoring  the  authority  of  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment among  the  native  Irifli  of  the  fouthern  and 
caftern  counties.  But,  Edward  Bruce,  receiving 
no  fupplies  from  Scotland ;  having  feen  his  firft 

tide 
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tide  of  fuccefs,  to  ftasfnate  and  become  refluent ;  ?,^'Ct.i. 
and  beholding  the  flower  and  ftrength  equally  of  v.^^y->j 
his  Scottifii  followers,  and  of  his  Irifli  fubjeds,  to  ' 
be  confumcd  before  him,  by  famine,  the  horrours 
and  miferies  of  which,  were  eVery  day  augmented  j 
could  make  no  mighty  effort ;  to  counterad  the 
new  exertions  of  the  Englifh,  or  to  maintain  the 
glory  of  his  arms,  and  the  terrour  of  his  name. 
By  the  interference  of  the  Pope,  in  behalf  of  the 
Engliih  King,  Bruce  was  deprived,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  of  that  powerful  aid  which  he  had  found  in 
the  aftiyity  and  zeal  with  "which  the  Irifii  Clergy 
had  exercifed  in  his  favour,  all  the  influence  of 
fuperftition  upon  the  minds  of  a  rude  and  ignorant 
people.  Both  Edward  Bruce,  and  Robert  Bruce, 
vere  folemnly  excommunicated  ;  and  in  this  age, 
papal  excommunication  was  terrible,  as  the  fever- 
eft  of  tbofc  fcourges  with  which  the  God  of 
raercy,  at  times  affli&s  mankind.  After  Morti- 
mer's return  to  England,  Sir  John  Bermingham 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Englifli  armies 
in  Ireland.  While  the  Scots  were  in  want  of  every 
neceflary,  the  Englifli  were  abundantly  fupplied 
with  provifions,  arms,  and  military  (lores ;  which 
were  now  diligently  fent  to  them  by  fea.  The 
old  Earl  of  Ulfter,  had  been,  fome  time  fince,  re- 
leafed  out  of  prifon,  with  the  reftored  confidence 
of  his  fellow-countrymen  ;  and  he  now  cordially 
co-opefated  with  them  againft  the  Scots.     The 

Englifli 
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cl^^vii    ^^S^^^  ^^  longer  contented  themfelves  with  opc- 
uor*^  rations  merely  defenfive ;  but  were  led  by  Ber* 
mingham,  to  attack  the  Scots. in  Ulfter,  the  only 
province  which  remained  in  allegiance  to  Edward 
Bruce,     By  the  neceflity  of  his  circumftances,  and 
the  impetuous  ardour  of  his  fpirit,  Bruce  was  im- 
pelled to  rilk  all  his  poflcffions  and  hopes  in  Ire- 
land, upon  the  event  of  one  great  and  defperate 
Edward    battle.     At  Fagher,  near  Dundalk,  the  two  armies 
featcd  and  encountered  each  other.      The  battle  was  long, 
"*"^'        obfUnate,  and  bloody.     On  both  fides,  the  num- 
bers and  valour  were  nearly  equal.     But,  the  Eng- 
lifh  were  more  completely  equipped   and  better 
^araied  than  the  Scots  ;  *and  not,  like  them,  en- 
feebled by  long  want  and  hunger.     The  Arcii- 
bifhop  of  Armagh  exhorted  the  Englifh  foldiers  to 
quit  themfelves  like  men  ;  and  Bermingham,  their 
A.  D.    con  inlander,  led  them  bravely  on.     Lord  Soulis, 
Sir  John  Stewart,  Philip  Mowbray,  Gilbert  Har- 
per, and  almort  ihe  whole  flrength  of  the  Scots, 
nobly  fell,  in  clofe  combat  with  their  enemies. 
The  body  of  Kdward  Bruce  Tiimfelf,  was  found 
lifclefs  on  the  field,  after  the  battle :  It  lay  ftretch- 
ed  under  the  corpfe  of  John  Maupas  i  by  whofe 
hand  Edward  had  fallen  ;  and  who  had  been,  at 
the  fame  time,  mortally  wounded  by  the  royal 
Scot.     By  the  event  of  this  battle,  the  Scottiih  in- 
vafion  of  Ireland  was  entirely  defeated ;  and  all 
their  fplendid  hopes  of  conqueft,  and  of  the  foun- 
dation 
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dadon  of  a  new  monarchy  in  this  ifltf,  were,  for ^»ctt. 

Cb.  VII. 

ever,  fruftrated.  A  foldier,  named  John  Thom-\,^ivO 
fon,  coUefted  the  few  furvivors  of  thofe  thoufands 
of  Scots,  who,  in  the  firft  expedition,  and  in  fub- 
fequent  re-inforcements,  had  failed  into  Ireland,  to 
conquer  a  kingdom  for  Edward  Bruce ;  conduced 
them,  through  many  difficulties,  to  Carrickfergus ; 
and  embarking,  with  thefe,  his  brothers  in  arms 
and  misfortune,  on  board  fome  boats  in  that  har- 
hour  J  at  laft  landed,  with  them,  in  fafety  on  the 
coaft  of  Galloway,  Thofe  Irifli  chieftains  and 
their  tribes,  who,  in  rebellion  againft  the  Englifli 
gorernment,  had  invited  the  Scots  into  Ireland, 
and  had  accepted  Edward  Bruce,  for  their  Sove- 
reign ;  were,  of  neceffity,  abandoned  to  the  rage 
of  the  viftors.  The  lifelefs  body  of  Edward  Bruce 
was,  with  the  inhumanity  of  triumphant  cowardice, 
quartered  by  the  Englifh,  and  diftributed,  in  pieces 
over  the  country.  His  too  ardent  valour,  and 
occafionally  melting  generofuy  of  heart,  deferved 
a  better  fate*. 

This  difafterous  expedition  of  the  Scots  intoRcflcc- 
Ireland,  was  one  of  thofe  adventures  into  which [hc"^Hcy 
the  reftlcls,  and  martial  fpirit  of  the  Age,  conti-^^^^J^    ^ 
nually  impelled  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.      Itf^p^dition 
was,  in  fome  meafure,  the  neceflary  effedt  of  fa- land- 

mine, 
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urcT.T.  mine,  occafioned  by  long-continued  warfare ;  and 
of  thofe  military  habits,  which  rendered  the  Scot- 
tifh  warriours  unfit  to  make  provifion  for  their 
wants,  otherwife  than  with  their  fwords.  Although 
wife  and  pacific  policy  would  not  have  planned 
fuch  an  enterprize ;  yet,  it  was  lefs  hurtful  to 
Scotland ;  than  if  the  fame  military  operations 
had  been  carried  on,  within  Britain,  and  either  on 
the  Englifti  border,  or  in  the  interior  diflricls  of 
th^.Scbtlifli  kingdom.  Scotland,  though  not  yet 
abfolutely  at  peace  with  the  Englifh;  enjoyed, 
however,  while  Ireland  was  the  principal  feat  of 
the  war  ;  a  degree  of  comparative  reft  and  tran- 
quillity, which  was  needful,  to  allow  the  wafte  of 
populatipn  to  be  reproduced  ;  the  flocks  and  herds 
to  be  replaced  and  multiplied  ;  that  little  culdva- 
tion  of  the  ground  which  the  people  knew  to 
pradife, — to  be  once  more  renewed.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  breathing- time  thus  afforded  ;  Scot- 
land might  foon  have  become  an  uninhabitable 
defart.  It  is  likewife  true,  that  if  the  Scots  had 
attempted  an  invafion  of  England, /^r  conqueji  and 
fettIementy'2X  the  time  when  they  made  their  expe- 
dition into  Ireland ;  the  whole  Englifh  nation 
would  have  unanimoufly  combined,  unjer  their 
king,  to  oppofe  and  repulfe  the  invaders ;  but  that, 
Edward's  Englifti  Barons  were  too  highly  difcon- 
tented  with  his  government,  to  ferve  him  with 
equal  readinefs  in  defence  of  his  foreign  poffeiEons; 

and 
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and  that,  the  native  Irifh  were  to  be  expefted  to  sect.  t. 
.  .  .         .  Cn.  vm. 

join  the  Scots,  with  one  voice,  as  their  deliverers.  u-^vx«> 

The  Scottifh  expedition  into  Ireland  terminated  in 
misfortune ;  but,  when  the  fpirit  and  the  igno- 
rance of  the  age  are  duly  confidered  ;  it  cannot 
appear  to  have  been  very  unwifely  concerted. 


Chapter  VIII. 
Continuation^  and  end  of  Robert  Bruce^s  reign* 

At  the  time  when  Edward  Bruce  went,  to  find  The  hif 
death  or  a  crown  in  Ireland  ;  Scotland  was  left  atg^^^^i^ 
peace  on  its  fouthern  frontier  ;  becaufe  the  Eng-"^"*^^ 
lift  were,  for  the  prefent  unable  to  renew  the  in- 
vafion ;  and  becaufe  the  Scots  chofe  to  transfer 
the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  to  a  foreiga 
country. 

Robert  Bruce  feized  this  interval,  to  makeRoh^rt 
an  expedition  to  the  Hebudian  ifles.     Thefe  iflesf^^^^X^ 
had  been  but  lately  ceded  by  the  Norwegians  to^o^^c 
the  Scottiih  Crown.     They  were  thinly  inhabited 
by  a  favage  race  of  people,  partly  of  Norwegian, 
and  in  part  of  Scottiih  or  IriQi  defcent.    Removed 
by  their  local  circumftances,  from  the  ready  re- 

ftraint 
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c'^  vni  ^^^^'^^  ^f  ^^^^  government  to  which  they  had  be- 
come nominally  fubjeft ;  and  in  the  rudenefs  of 
their  knowledge  and  manners,  ftrangers  to  the  be- 
Befits  of  focial  order,;  the  Hebudians  ilill  lived  in 
a  (late  of  lawlefs  independence ;  obedient  to  no 
authority,  except  for  the  moment  at  which  it  wa« 
irrefiftibly  enforced  by  arms ;  in  continual  hofti- 
lity  with  one  another,  and  with  all  their  neigh- 
bours around.  From  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third,  to  the  battle  of  Bannockburn,  the  uncer^ 
tain  ftate  of  the  fovereignty  of  Scotland^  had  left 
no  leifure  to  its  rulers,  during  which,  they  might 
have  reduced  the  Hebudians  to  due  fubordination^ 
Robert  Bruce  had  found  a  temporary  refuge  a- 
mong  them  j  and  had  obtained,  out  of  the  ifles, 
fome  occafional  fupplies  of  forces,  to  recruit  his 
armies,  againft  the  Englifh.  But,  his  enemies 
from  the  northern  and  weftern  Highlands,  had 
fince  retired  to  the  Hebudae ;  where  they  inftigat- 
ed  the  iflanders  to  take  up  arms  againfi:  him ;  and 
fcorned  or  eluded  thefovereign  authority,  to  which 
he  had  now  attained.  To  quell  the  rebellion  thus 
excited  ;  and  to  ftrike  a  terrour  into  the  minds  of 
the  Hebudians,  which  might  retain  them  hence- 
forth, in  due  fubjeftion  to  his  government ;  were 
the  objeds  of  the  expedition  now  undertaken  by 
Bruce,  againft  thefe  ifles.  Having  failed,  probably 
out  ©f  the  frith  of  Clyde,  to  the  coaft  •f  the  pro- 
montory of  Cantyre  j  he  wifely  avoided  the  ter- 

^  ribly 
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ribly  dangerous  navigation  round  the  Mtill  or  ex.?,"T.  i. 
tremity  of  that  promontory  ;  and  ordered  the  fmalU 
veffels  of  his  little  fleet,  to  be  dragged,  with  what- 
ever difEculty,  acrofs  the  narrow  ifthmus  of  Tar- 
bat  ;  x)«rhich  forms  the  point  of  junftion  between 
Cantyrc  an'd  Knapdale.  One  great  difliculty  be- 
ing thus  furmounted  ;  Bruce  failed  into  Hay,  Mull, 
Sky,  and  the  contiguous  ifles ;  was,  every  where, 
either  received  by  the  iflanders,  with  unrefifting 
fubmiiEon, — or  was  at  left,eafily  victorious  over  any 
reMance  attempted  by  them  ;  and  foon  made  pri- 
foner,  John  Stewart  of  Lorn,  the  chief  author  of 
the  rebellion.  Stewart  was  fent  to  confinement  in 
the  caftle  of  Dunbarton  ;  from  which  he  was,  after 
fome  time,  transferred  to  the  caftle  of  Lochleven; 
where  he  remained,  in  captivity,  till  his  death. 
The  King,  after  fubduing  the  iflanders,  fpent  fome 
time  among  them,  and  in  the  contiguous  fliires  of 
Invernefs,  Argyle,  and  Dunbarto^  ;  diftributing 
juftice ;  re-eftablifliing  order  j  and  gratifying  him- 
felf  and  his  attendants,  by  the  frequent  chafe  of 
the  deer,  roes,  and  other  wild  animals  with  which 
thefe  places  abounded.  About  the  time  of  his  re- 
turn from  this  fuccefsful  Hebudian  expedition ; 
died  his  daughter  Marjory,  the  wife  of  Walter 
Stewart ;  probably  in  child-bed ;  and  after  having 
bora  a  fon,  who  was  named  from  his  grandfather, 
Robert*.    ■ 

Vol.  IL  D  d  Whilb 

*  Barbour,  Book  XV. 
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ciT^vni  While  Robert  Bruce  went,  in  the  following 
^^•^v-^  year,  to  aid  his  brother  in  the  Irifli  wars  ;  as  has 
been  related  ;  the  Engliih  began  to  attempt  fome 
Tranfac-  new  enterprises  againft  Scotland.  Berwick,  if  not 
tliTEng-  ^^^0  Dunbar,  was  ftill  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ;  as  well  as  fome  other  fortified  places  ;  with- 
in their  own  territories,  indeed  ;  yet  clofe  upon 
the  confines  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Fram 
thefe,  they  now  made  occafional  inroads  into  ft^e 
adjacent  poflefiions  of  the  Scots.  But,  James 
Douglas  had  been  left,  to  proteft  the  Scottifti  bor- 
der ;  and  none  could  be  more  ardent  or  watchful 
than  he,  to  anticipate  or  repulfe  invafion.  The 
Earl  of  Arundel,  having  made  a  plundering  incur- 
fion,  with  a  confiderable  force,  from  Berwick  into 
the  foreft  of  Jedburgh,  was  fuddenly  encountered, 
and  defeated  by  Douglas  ;  with  the  lofs  of  Tho- 
mas de  Richmond,  one  of  his  principal  ofEcers ; 
\^o  is  faid  to  have  been  flain  by  Douglas's  own 
hand.  Another  inroad,  made  into  Teviotdale,  by 
a  body  of  Englifli  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Edmond  de  Cailaud,  a  Gafcon  Knight;  had  almofl 
been  more  fuccefsful :  The  Englifli  were  already 
returning  homewards  with  a  large  booty  of  cattle 
and  other  goods;  when  they  were  purfued  by 
Douglas  and  Adam  Gordon,  with  a  number  of 
the  neighbouring  peafantry,  haftily  affembled, 
and  imperfedlly  armed :  Douglas  and  Gordon 
coming  within  fight  of  the  enemy,  perceiv- 
^    '        •  ed 
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ed  De  Cailaud's  troops  to  be,  in  all  refpedls,  fofj'^^'^v/j* 
much  fuperior  to  their  own,  that  nothing  but  thev.^'v^-/ 
impoflibility  of  now  retreating  with  fafety,  could 
jnftify  them  in  hazarding  a»  engagement :  Doug- 
las was  himfelf,  an  hoft  ;  and.  his  prefence  encou- 
raged his  followers  to  fight  with  an  intrepidity,  of 
xphich  they  might,  otherwife,  have  been  incapable  2 
De  Cailaud  and  many  of  his  foldiers  were  flain  t 
The  booty  was  entirely  recovered  :  Few  of  the 
Englilh  efcaped,  alive,  to  tell  the  news  of  their  dif- 
comfiture,  at  Berwick,  The  brave  Douglas,  not 
content  to  repulfe  the  Englifh  incurfions  into  the 
Scottifh  territory  ;  advanced  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Berwick  ;  and,  in  the  face  of  an  Englifh  army 
commanded  by  Robert  Neville ;  made  an  hoftile 
inroad  into  the  Englifh  domains :  Neville,  finding 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  force  fuperior  in  numbers, 
to  that  of  Douglas ;  and  being  impatient  to  extin- 
guifh  the  difgrace  which  the  Englifh  arms  had  fuf- 
fered  in  the  late  engagements  with  the  Scots ;  ea- 
gerly drew  out  his  troops,  and  came  to  give  battle 
to  the  enemy :  The  genius  of  Douglas,  the  fortune 
if  the  Scots,  once  more  prevailed ;  After  an  ob- 
flinate  and  bloody  conteft,  Neville  was  flain,  and 
his  troops  were  routed :  In  the  purfuit,  feveral  of 
the  mofl  eminent  of  the  furviving  Englifh  officers 
^ere  made  prifoners :  The  Scots  then  fpoiled  the 

country, 
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der 


A  D.        These  fkirmifhes,  inroads,  and  rencounters,  in- 
dicate the  prevalence  of  an  inveterate,   inextin- 
guifhable  hoftility  of  fpirit,  between  the  Scots  and 
the  Englifli ;  even  when  their  ftrength  was,  on 
both  fides,  fo  much  exhaufted ;  that  they  could  no 
longer  make  any  powerful  efforts  againft  each  o- 
ther.     Unable  to  penetrate  by  land,  into  the  Scot- 
tifli  territories ;  the  Englifli  fent  a  fleet  into  the 
frith  of  Forth  ;  to  ravage  and  alarm  the  coafts ; 
and,  if  pofllble,  to  feize  fome  fl:rong  place,  and  fe- 
cure  fome  permanent  conqueflis  for  their  King. 
This  fleet,  failed  up  the  frith,  as  far  as  to  the  fine, 
natural  bafon  under  Inverkeithing ;  there  refted 
their  veflTels  at  anchor ;  and  iffued  out  into  the 
Bifliop     country  of  Fife.     At  fight  of  the  Englifli  fleet  in 
dcttatsihcthe  frith,  the  inhabitants  of  Fife,  gathered  toge- 
iiTvcrkcU  ther,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  men,  under 
*^"°^'      their  Earl  and  Sheriff,  to  oppofe  the  landing  of 
the  invaders.     But,  difmayed,  at  finding,  that  the 
Englifli,  had  already  left  their  fliips,  and  were  pott- 
ed, in  great  force,  to  receive  them,  as  they  ap- 
^  proached  the  fliore  ;  thefe  troops,  with  their  lead- 

ers, bafely   betook  themfelves  to  flight,  without 
meeting  the  firft  onfet  of  the  enemy.     On  their 

flight, 

♦  Barboui,  Book  XV. 
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flight,  they  were  metMjy  William  Sinclair,  Eifhop'^^c'--'- 
of  Dunkeld ;  who  then  refiding  on  an  eflate  which  <^-*v^ 
he  poflefled  in  Fife,  had  haftened,  with  fixty  fol- 
lowers, to  the  defence  of  the  coaft,  upon  the  firft 
news  of  the  invafion.  Sinclair  exclaimed,  in  rage, 
to  the  fugitive  Chiefs  ;  "  Whither  flee  ye  f  Why 
"  do  I  not  hack  the  gilded  fpurs,'*  (enfigns  of 
knighthood)  ^^  from  your  heels  ?.  Whofo  loves 
"  Scotland  :  Let  him  follow  me  1"  So  faying,  the 
Biftiop  threw  afide  his  facerdotal  vcftment ;  rallied 
the  fleeing  Scots  ;  put  himfelf,  with  his  company, 
at  their  head  ;  impetuoufly  attacked  the  Englifli, 
while  they  were  in  fome  degree  of  confufion,  on 
account  of  the  fudden  return  of  thofe  who  had 
juft  fled  before  them ;  drove  them  back,  with  great 
flaughter  ;  and  purfued  them  tOvtheir  ftiips.  The 
King  heard,  with  great  fatisfadion,  the  news, — 
equally  of  the  fevere  reproof  with  which  Sinclair 
had  chidden  the  fleeing  Earl  and  Sheriff  of  Fife, — 
and  of  the  un-bifliop-like  valour,  with  which  he 
had,  himfelf,  repulfed  the  invaders.-  They  retired, 
without  committing  any  other  depredations  on  the 
coaft^*. 

In  the  mean  time,  while,  in  Britain  and  in  Ire- McdJatiom 
land,  the  Scots  and  the  Englifti  continued  to  har-Pol^rbe. 
rafs  each  other,  with  unremitting  hollility,  and^'J^°J^ 

*  Barbour,  Book  XVI :— Fordun.  XII.  25. 
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Sect.  I.  ^ith  theif  utiTioft  might ;  the  Pope,  the  common 
Father  of  Chriftendom,  was  induced  to  interpofe 
his  exhortations  and  good  offices,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate a  peace  between  thefe  two  nations.  Ed- 
ward  of  England  had  bound  himfelf  by  a  vow,  to 
vifit  the  Holy  Land  ;  and  the  Pope,  about  this 
time,  projefted  a  new  crufade.  The  views  of  the 
papal  policy,  would,  therefore,  have  been  promot- 
ed by  that  relief  from  the  hoftilities  of  the  Scots, 
which  the  Englifli  anxioufly  defired.  Edward's 
firft  favourites,  the  caufes  of  the  firft  diffenfions 
between  him  and  his  Nobles,  had,  indeed,  been 
torn  from  the  fond  protedion  of  their  King ;  and 
indignantly  put  to  death.  But,  the  weaknefs,  if 
not  the  wickednefs  of  this  monarch,  had  again 
provoked  the  difcontents  and  rebellion  of  a  faftion 
of  his  moft  potent  fubjefts.  Perplexed  amidft  fo- 
reign wars,  and  internal  rebellion  ;  Edward  was 
fo  far  from  having  leifure  to  fulfil  his  vow  of  vifit- 
ing  the  Holy  Land  ;  that,  he  found  himfelf  un- 
able, even  to  fupport  his  government,  and  defend 
his  dominions  ;  and  began  to  tremble  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  life  and  throne.  His  foreign  wars 
gave  encouragement  to  inteftine  rebellion ;  his  do- 
meftic  troubles  afforded  advantages  to  his  fofeign 
enemies  :  And  he  had  fome  reafon  to  fufpe£t  a  fe. 
cret  correfpondence  between  the  Scots  and  his 
factious  Nobles ;  which  enabled  them  to  aft  with 
a  harmony  of  counfels  and  of  efforts  j  although 

they 
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they  were  not  openly  in  union.     In  thefe  circum-SEcr.  i. 

*  Ch.  vin, 

fiances,  Edward  was  more  eager  to  embrace  theu.*i^v>J 

mediation  of  the  Pope,  than  either  the  Scots,  or 
even  his  own  fubjefts.  Without  confulting  either 
of  the  contending  nations,  the  Holy  Father,  by 
his  own  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  authority,  appoint- 
ed  a  truce  between  them,  to  endure  for  two  years ; 
and  threatened  excommunication  againft  that  onq 
of  the  two  nations  which  fhoqld  firft  violate  this 
truce  ;  or  againft  them  both,  if  they  (hould  refufe 
obedience  to  the  bull  by  which  it  was  enjoined. 
Two  Cardinals  came  into  Britain,  as  the  ambaffa-  a.  d, 
dors  of  this  pacification.  Nor  was  their  mifEon 
confined  in  its  views,  to  obtain  only  the  ratifica- 
tion and  obfervance  of  the  truce.  They  were  to 
mediate,  if  poflible,  a  lafting  peace,  between  the 
Scots  and  the  Englifli.  From  England,  they  fent 
meffengers  to  Robert  Bruce,  with  letters  from  the 
Pope,  and  from  themfelves.  But,  the  title  of  King 
(f  Scotland^  was,  in  thefe  letters  withheld  from 
Bruce.  He  refufed,  therefore,  to  receive  them ; 
to  agree  to  the  truce  -^  or  to  liften  to  any  media- 
tion for  a  more  permanent  peate  ;  till  this  preli- 
minary article  fhould  have  been  firft  adjufted  to 
bis  fatisfadion.  In  fpite,  however,  of  Bruce  and 
his  Covinfellors,  the  Legates  from  the  Pontiff,  de- 
termined, that,  the  truce  fhould  be  proclaimed  in 
Scotland.  On  this  bufinefs,  they  fent  Adam  New* 
ton,  a  Minorite  Friar,  of  Berwick.  He  found  Bruce, 

at 
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at  the  diftance  of  not  many  miles  from  that  city,  to 
which  he  was  advancing,  with  an  army,  to  bcficge 
it.  The  Friar  proclaimed  the  truce  in  the  hearing 
of  the  Scottifh  forces  ;  but  could  not  obtain  ad- 
miflion  into  the  prefence  of  their  King  ;  or  permif- 
fion  to  pafs  farther  into  Scotland,  for  the  purpofe 
of  communicating  the  bull  for  the  truce,  and  the 
denunciatioits  by  which  it  was  enforced,  to  the 
Scottifli  Clergy.  He  was  difmiffed  with  the  affu- 
ran  jc,  that  Bruce  would  liften  to  no  terms  of  truce 
or  accommodation  with  the  Englifli ;  unlefs  he 
fliould  be  formally  addreffed  by  the  title  of  Kin^ 
ef  Scotland ;  and,  even  in  this  cafe,  not  until  he 
fliould  have  firft  made  himfclf  mafter  of  Berwick. 
On  his  return,  the  Monk  was  way-laid,  ftripped, 
^nd  robbed  of  all  his  papers.  Bruce,  and  all  who 
adhered  to  him,  were,  on  account  of  thefe  tranf« 
adions,  (hortly  after,  excommunicated*. 


Whether  deterred  by  the  authority  of  the 
Pope,  or  called  elfewhere  by  fome  fudden  neceflity 
of  his  affairs  ;  the  Scottifh  King  did  not  immedi- 
A.i>.  ately  lay  fiege  to  Berwick.  But,  an  unlooked-for 
incident  put  this  town  into  his  hands,  fooner  than 
he  couW  have  won  it  by  the  direft  ufe  of  force 
alone.  A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Spalding,  one  of 
the  citizens,  having  been  injured,  or  at  left  offend- 
•    '         I  ed 
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cd  by  the  governor ;  and  being  allied  by  marriage,  ^tcT.i. 
to  fome  Scottifli  families ;  refolved  to  betray  the  won^i^ 
town  to  the  Scots.  He  made  known  his  purpofe 
to  one  of  the  Scottilh  nobles ;  by  whom  it  was, 
without  delay,  communicated  to  the  King  himfelf. 
The  King  inftantly  ordered  him,  whoever  he  was^ 
that  brought  thefe  glad  tidings,  to  take  a  body  of 
troops,  and  attend  Spalding^s  direftions,  before 
the  walls  of  Berwick.  He  gave  orders,  at  the  fame 
riaic,  to  Douglas  and  Randolph,  feparately,  to  con^ 
dud,  each  a  band  of  his  followers,  to  a  place, where 
the  King  knew,  that  they  would  unavoidably  meet 
with  one  another,  and  with  the  firft:  ccnip-my. 
The  three  bands,  accordingly,  met  together,  at^T'^c'* 
fome  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  and  in  thethcScoti. 
CTening.  With  one  accord,  they  advanced,  cau- 
tioufly,  and  i\  filence,  under  the  darknefs  of  night, 
to  where  Spalding  awaited  their  approach,  ana 
was  ready  to  give  them,  a  fignal,  fropi  the  height 
of  the  wall.  None  elfe  of  the  townfmen,  were 
upon  the  watch,  in  that  quarter.  Inftantly  fixing 
their  fcaling-ladders,  as  Spalding  direfted,  the 
Scottilh  leaders,  with  all  their  foltowers,  afcended 
the  walls,  and  poured  into  the  town.  ,  Although 
thus  betrayed  and  furprized,  the  townfmen  qujckly 
rofe  in  arms,  and  made  a  ftout,  but  unavailing  de* 
(fence.  'The  Scots,  prevailing,  humanely  fpared 
ail  that  begged  their  mercy.  Many  betook  them- 
felves  for  fafety,  to  the  cattle  ;  which,  being  ftrong, 
Vol*  1L  E  e  and 
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s»cT.  I.  2nd  fufEciently  garrifoned,  did  not  depend  upon 
the  fate  of  the  town.  Within  a  v^ry  Ihort  fpacc 
of  time  ;  while  the  Scots  were  bufJy  employed  in 
fecuring  their  prifoners,  and  in  feizing  and  divid- 
ing tliejpoil;  the  garrifon  made  a  fudden  and 
vigorous  fally  from  th^  caftle,  with  fuch  defperate 
refolution,  that  they  had  almoft  overpowered  the 
vidors,  and  changed  the  fortune  of  the  conteft. 
Happily,  William  Keith  of  Gallfton  j  exerting  an 
extraordinary  valour  which  his  fellow-foldicrs  be- 
held with  admiration,  while  it  confounded  the 
enemy  with  aftonifhment  and  terrour;  checked 
the  progrefs  of  the  fally ;  and  being  readily  fe- 
conded  by  the  reft  of  the  Scots,  drove  the  affailants 
back  into  the  caftle.  Th6  caftle  fuftained  yet  a 
fiege  for  fome  weeks  J  till  the  King  himfelf,  muf- 
tering  a  confiderable  army,  came  to  join  the  be- 
fiegers  ;  after  which,  the  garrifon,  notwithftanding 
all  their  gallantry i  and  fortitude,  were  quickly  re- 
duced to  furr^nder  it,  by  a  capitulation.  Sparing 
this  caftle  from  that  difmantlement  or  demolition, 
which  had  been  exercifed  upon  the  other  caftles, 
retaken  out  of.  the  hands  of  the  Englifli ;  Bruce 
committed  it ;  as  the  mafter-key  of  the  fouth-eall 
frontier  of  his  dominions ;  to  the  keeping  of  his 
fon-in4aw,  Walter  Stewart ;  and  Stewart  diligent- 
ly ftrengthened  himfelf  in  it,  with  ftores  and  a  nu- 
merous garrifon ;  that  he  might  be  prepared  to 
-defend  it  againft  every  future  attempt  of  its  late 

xnafters. 
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raafters.  John  Crab,  a  Flemifli  engineer,  entered  ^^^t^J- 
with  the  new  garrifon,  to  direft  the  reparation  ofv^^v^ 
the  works  of  the  caftle,  and  to  afTift  in  providing 
all  the  artillery  requifite  for  its  future  defence. 
Cattle  and  grain  were  brought  from  the  Englifh 
territories,  to  replenifh  the  granaries  and  larder  • 
and  the  river  afforded  abundance  of  falmons  and 
other  fiflies  ufeful  for  food.  As  the  border  of 
England  was  now  df "  ncelefs,  in  confequence  of 
the  redudion  of-  Be  vick  ;  Robert  Bruce  would 
not  difmifs  his  armv     till  he  fhould  have  firft  gra-  * 

tified  them  with  th  eafily  won  fpoils  of  their  ene- inroad  in- 
mies.  From  Berwitk,  he  led  his  forces  into  Nor-Aurc. 
thumberland  ;  where  they  quickly  took  the  caftles 
of  Werk,  Harbottle,  and  Mitford.  After  fome 
ftort  delay,  they  advanced  farther,  through  York- 
fliire  ;  fpoiled  almoft  the  whole  of  that  territory ; 
burnt  its  hamlets  and  villages  ;  and  exaded  large 
contributions  from  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  places 
which  they  fpared.  They  returned  home,  with 
much  fpoil,  and  many  prifoners.  The  Engliih 
King,  in  vain,  invoked  anew,  the  interference  of 
the  Pope ;  and  endeavoured  to  mufter  an  army 
with  which  he  might  march  into  Scotland,  But, 
the  joy  of  Bruce's  fucceflea,  was  changed  for  for- 
row,  foon  after  his  return  home,  by  the  news  of 
his  brother *s  death,  and  of  the  final  failure  of  the 
5cottifh  expedition  into  Ulfter*. 

•  Parbour,  B.  XVIJ, 


220  HISTORY  OF  SC'OTLAND.    [BookIH. 

c'*^  viii       "^"^  unhappy  contentions  in  which  the  Scottifii 


mcnC  at 
Scone. 


nation  had  now  been,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
engaged  ;  had  taught  them  to  regard  the  indifpu- 
table  fettlement  of  the  order  of  the  fucceflion  to 
their  throne,  as  the  moft  important  of  all  their 
common,  national  concerns.  By  the  death  of  Ed- 
ward Bruce,  without  male  offspring  ;  and  of  Mar- 
jory, the  daughter  of  Robert  Bruce,  after  having 
born  a  fon ;  that  order  of  regal  fucceflion  which 
the  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  in  Parliament,  had 
formerly  deftlned,  was  neceflarily  fomewhat  de- 
Pariia-  ranged.  To  provide  for  this,  and  other  matters 
of  import  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  flate,  a 
Parliament  of  the  Scottifti  nation,  was  again  alFem- 
bled  at  Scone,  in  the  month  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighteen. 
A.  D.  In  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  under 
^^^^'  whofe  excommunication  the  Scots  and  their  King 
at  this  time  lay,  on  account  of  their  hoftility  to 
England  ;  the  members  of  this  Parliament  folemu- 
ly  renewed  their  vows  of  allegiance  to  Robert 
Bruce ;  ind  unanimoufly  fworc  to  defend  their 
national  liberties  and  honours,  under  his  authority, 
againft  every  human  foe,  however  venerable,  or 
however  mighty.  Robert,  the  fon  of  Marjory 
Bruce,  by  Walter  Stewart,  was  declared  by  them, 
to  be  the  next  heir  to  the  royal  power  and  honours 
of  their  prefent  King.  Thomas  Randolph,  or  upon 
fhe  event  of  his  death,  James  Douglas,  was  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  to  become  Tutor  to  the  young  King,  andsicr.  i. 

^     Vi/ll*    Vlli* 

Governor  of  the  kingdom,  until  the  ssra  of  his^ 
majority  ;  if .  Robert  Bruce  fhould  happen  to  die, 
while  his  fucceflbr  were  yet  a  minor.  It  was  far- 
ther fettled,  to  prevent  future  difputes  concerning 
the  royal  fucceffion ;  that,  henceforth,  the  next 
male  in  the  dire£t  line,  fhould  ever  fucceed  to  the 
throne,  upon  the  death  of  a  king  of  Scotland  ;  but 
that  failing  heirs  male  in  the  direft  line,  the  next 
female  heir  of  this  line,  fhould  then  inherit  the 
Crown  i  andathat,  if  there  remained  neither  male 
nor  female  in  the  direft  line,  the  regal  inheritance 
fliould  then  devolve  to  the  male,  the  neareft  re- 
lated to  the  deceafed  king,  in  collateral  confangui- 
nity.  The  Clergy  in  general,  had  been  more  uni- 
formly zealous  and  aftive  than  the  laity,  in  defend^ 
ing  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  againfl  the  £ng- 
lifii,  through  all  the  varying  fortunes  of  the  paft 
part  of  the  prefent  contefl ;  and  one  of  the  firft 
cares  of  this  Parliament,  was,  therefore,  gratefully 
to  provide  for  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties,  the 
privileges,  and  the  property  of  the  Church.  A 
variety  of  other  afts  were,  at  the  fame  time,  or- 
dained, for  the  regulation  of  the  military  fervice, 
for  the  proteftion  of  private  property,  for  the 
maintenance  of  order,  and  for  the  diflribution  of 
juftice*. 

But, 

*  Forduni  Scotichron.  L.  XIII.  C.  13  : — Appendix  25th 
to  Anderfoa  on  the  Independency  of  Scotland  :—Statuta 
Robcrli  Primi. 
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c^vlii  ^^'^9  ^h^  K^ing  of  England,  could  not  yet  refolvc 
v^i>*v^iw  to  forego  all  hopes  of  recovering  Scotland,  and  to 
v^mf  ^*^  down,  at  home,  in  tranquillity  and  difgrace. 
pare  ^gaio^^^  conccffions  wrcfted  from  his  weaknefs,  had 

to  invade 

Scotland,  again  for  a  time,  reconciled  his  turbulent  Barons 
to  their  feudal  duty.  The  termination  of  the  Irifh 
war,  had  ihewn  that  the  Scots  were  not  yet,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  invincible.  Edward  took 
courage,  and  ftrove  to  move  heaven  and  earth 
againfl  thofe  mortal  and  abhorred  foes,  who  had 
eluded,  or  triumphed  over,  him,  fince  the  very 
commencement  of  his  reign.  The  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders,  indeed  ;  whofe  fubjeds,  carrying  on  a  gain- 
ful commerce  with  the  Scots,  fupplied  them  with 
many  of  the  neceflaries  for  war  ;  refufed  to  prohi- 
^bit  this  intercourfe  of  traffic,  at  Edward *s  requeft; 
leaft  the  prohibition  might  prove  ruinous  to  the 
wealth  and  induftry  of  his  own  people.  But,  the 
Pope  had  readily  met  all  Edward's  wilhes ;  and 
the  Scots  lay,  even  now,  under  all  the  odium,  and 
the  horrours  of  a  Papal  excomnnimcation.  Some 
Scottiih  nobles  who  had  preferred  the  dominion  of 
England  to  the  independence  of  their  country, 
were  now,  exiles,  in  Edward's  Court ;  and,  either 
the  ties  of  friendfhip  with  thefe  exiles,  the  terrour 
of  the  Papal  curfes,  or  fuch  difcontents  with  their 
own  King,  as  might  be  cafilv  excited  in  their  fierce 
and  fickle  minds ;  drew  feveral  others  who  were 
in  Bruce's  fervice,  into  a  traitorous  correfpondence 

with 
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with  England.  When  no  longer  at  variance  withs«cT.  i. 
their  own  King ;  the  Englilh  again  viewed  the 
Scots,  with  all  the  exafperated  rage  of  livalfhip, 
and  of  hoflile  neighbourhood  j  and  with  fuiEcient 
cagernefs,  obeyed  Edward's  call  to  another  inva- 
fion  of  Scotland*. 

Assembling,  therefore,  a  numerous  army ;  and 
having  obtained  from  his  Clergy  and  other  fub- 
jefls,  a  large  contribution  in  money,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  expedition;  Edward  came  north- 
wards, in  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  nineteen.    His  forces  were  fummoned  June  !•. 
to  rendezvous  at  Newcaftle,  on  the  tenth  day  of    i^j^l 
the  month  of  June.     From  Newcaftle,  he  advan- 
ced, at  the  head  of  a  mighty  hoft,  to  the  gate^  of 
Berwick.     While  his  fleet  from  the  Cinque  Ports, j^j^j^j. 
entered  the  harbour,  and  blocked  up  this  town,^*^*^&^ 
by  fea;  his  land-forces  drew  around  it  lines  of  cir-EngiUh. 
cumvallation,  and  completely  inverted  it,  by  land. 
On  all  fides,  the  befiegers  exerted  themfelves,'  with 
every  variety  of  ftratagem,  and  with  inceffant  ef-    • 
forts  of  daring  valour,  to  furprize  the  vigilance,  to 
mafter  the  force,  or  to  break  through  the  defenfive 
barriers,  of  the  befieged.    But,  Walter  Stewart 
and  the  ^garrifon  u^der  his  command,  were  not 
unprepared  for  a  fiege  ;  nor  were  they  unmindful, 

that 
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SicT.  1.  that  the  glory  of  the  Scottifh  arms,  and  the  cuflody 
c^pv^o  of  the  only  undifmantled  fortification  within  the 
Scottifh  territories,  had  been,  with  confidence,  in- 
trufted  to  their  well-tried  valour.  No  ftratagem 
could  deceive  their  watchfulnefs  j  at  every  reitera- 
ted  affault,  they  difplayed,  in  their  refinance,  new 
heroifm  of  fpirit,  and  courage  more  irrefiflibly  vi- 
gorous. The  Englifh,  however,  ftill  refolutely  con- 
tinued the  fiege.  From  one  of  their  veflTcls  in  the 
river,  an  attempt  was  made,  to  pafs  by  a  fort  of 
temporary  bridge,  upon  the  wall,  and  into  the 
town.  This  vefTel  could  not  be  brought  fufHcienf- 
ly  near,  to  admit  of  the  fixing  of  the  bridge,  to 
communicate  between  it  and  the  wall ;  yet,  in  the 
trial,  was  flranded  on  the  fhore,  and  foon  after, 
burnt  by  the  befieged.  In  fene  general  affault, 
made  around  the  whole'circumference  of  the  walls, 
the  befiegers  almofl  overpowered  the  efforts  of  the 
townfmen  and  the  garrifon  ;  thefe  being  worn  out 
by  the  fatigues  of  their  long  defence ;  and  not 
being  fufficicntly  numerous,  to  fill  all  the  pofls  of 
defence,  'at  once.  But,  happily,  in  the  critical  | 
moment  when  all  feemed  loft,  the  Ikill  of  the  Scot- 
tifh engineers,  deftroyed  the  principal  machine  j 
with  which  the  Englifh  battered  the  wall,  and  pro-  j 
tefted  their  attack.  At  this  fuccefs^  the  befieged  j 
exultingly  renewed  their  efforts  ;  and  the  affailants 
were  repulfed.  With  frefh  troops  they  quickly 
returned,  to  prefs  the  affault.    The  alarm  was  fud- 

denly 
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denly  given,  that  tjiey  had  gained  the  drawbridge,  s^ct.  r. 
at  one  of  the  gates  ;  and  were  about  to  make  their  t^^v^ 
way  into  the  town,  by  burning  down  that  gate. 
Stewart,  with  a  ftnall  band,  withdrawn  from  thevaiourof 
defence  of  the  walls,  quickly  ruflied  to  the  threat- stcwart. 
ened  gate,  and  commanded  it  to  be  fet   open. 
Through  the  flames  with  which  it  already  blazed, 
he,  with  his  brave  comrades,  fallied  defperately 
forth  upon  the  enemy.     The  Englifii  were,  with 
difficulty  driven  back  ;  and  till  evening,  the  com- 
bat was  obftinately  prolonged.     The  aflailants  then 
ceafed  from  their  unfuccefsful  eSccrtionS,  and  re- 
tired from  the  walls,  into  their  camp*. 

Meanwhile,  the  invafion,  and  the  events  of 
the  fiege,  were  made  known  throughout  Scotlancip 
The  King  muftered  his  vafTals^  and  hailened  to  the 
defen^  of  his  frontier.  But,  inftead  of  rifking 
the  fate  of  Berwick,  and  indeed  of  his  whole  do- 
minions, upon  the  iflue  of  a  fmgle  battle  j  Bruce, 
with  admirable  policy,  turned  the  march  of  his 
army  to  the  weftern  border  j  leaving  the  garrifon 
to  defend  themfelvcs,  without  any  immediate  aid. 
Douglas  and  Randolph,  to  whom  the  conduft  ofsucccf^fni 
this  expedition,  was  intruded,  advanced,  at  the^^^gfj^ 
head  •f  fifteen  thoufand  men,  through  Cumber- and  Ran- 

°  dolphmto 
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J.'^'^^t.'t   land  and  Weftmoreland,  into  Yorkfhire.      Had 

Cu.  VIII.  ^     ^  ' 

not  their  intention  been  very  narrowly  preventcJ, 
the  Queen  of  England  would  have  been  made  their 
prize,  at  the  place  of  her  temporary  refidence, 
near  York,  Almoft  all  the  military  men,  out  of 
thefe  northern  counties,  being  with  their  King, 
before  Berwick ;  none  but  the  unarmed  peafantty 
and  ecclcfiaftjcs  remained,  to  make  refiftance  to 
the  invaders*  While  they  wafted  the  country  with 
the  ufual  devaftation  of  the  Scottifli  inroads  j  the 
Archbifhop  of  York,  with  laudable  aftivity  and 
zeal,  affembled  all  the  force  of  the  neighbourhood; 
armed  them  in  the  beft  manner  he  could ;  and  led 
them  out  to  encounter  the  Scottifli  hoft.  But, 
thefe  troops  of  the  Archbifliop's,  were  a  motely, 
undifciplined  crowd  of  priefts  and  peafan(s,  who 
were  rather  frightened  into  valour,  than  infpired 
with  any  thing  of  the  ardour  of  genuine  cdfira^e. 
At  Mitton,  on  the  Swale,  they  afforded  all  eafy 
viftory  to  the  Scots  :  Three  thoufamd  of  them, 
were  flain,  and  among  thefe,  three  hundred  eccle- 
fiaftics  :  Of  thofe  who  fled,  many  periflied  in  the 
river.  Thus  viftorious  over  all  oppofirion,  the 
Scots  under  Randolph  and  Douglas,  might  have 
eafily  penetrated  much  farther  into  England.  But, 
the  primary  obje£t  of  their  expedition,  was  already 
accompli  (hed.  No  fooner  did  the  Englifli  army 
before  Berwick,  receive  the  news  of  the  invafion 
of  Yorkfhire,  and  of  the  terrible  ravage  and  flaugh- 

ter 
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ter  with  which  the  invaders  purfued  their  courfe  j5f"- [• 


than  ^11  the  northern  Barons  became  impatient  to, 
return  homej  for  the  proteftion  of  thcjr  own  eftates. 
Edward  could  by  no  effort- of  authority  or  pcrfua- 
fion,  detain  them.     The  remainder  of  his  army 
w^s  infufficiejit  to  urge  the  fiege,  and  to  guard,  at 
the  fame  time,  againft  any  fudden  attack,  which 
the  Scots,  from  without,  might  make  upon  his 
camp.     He  reh'nquiQied  the  fiege  of  Berwick ;  and  The  ficge 
marched  to  intercept  the  return  of  Douglas  and  wick  rai* 
^  Randolph,  with  their  triumphant  army.      They**^^' 
eluded  his  vigilance,  and  arrived  fafe  at  home ; 
where  they  were  received  with  the  fondeft  congra- 
tulations of  their  King  and  their  fellow-country- 
men^. 

Thus  defeated  in  every  entetprize  ;  and  hum- 
bled continually  more  and  more,  eVcn  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  both  his  friends  and  his 
enemies  ;  Edward  was,  at  length,  rcludantly  com- 
pelled to  forego  his  hopes  of  reconquering  Scotland. 
A  negotiation  for  peace,  w-as  opened  between  thcAtructf 
Scots  and  the  Englifh,     The  Scots,  after  all  thdr'^''^^;'f;^' 
fucceffes,  defired  from  their  enemies,  nothing  but    '3if- 
peace,  and  the  formal  acknowledgement  of  the. 
independency  of  their  kingdom,  and  of  the  fove* 

reign 
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c^%ni  ^^^S^  dignity  of  the  monarch  of  their  choice. 
Commiffioners  mutually  appointed  for  the  purpofc 
of  a  final  pacification,  concluded  a  treaty  of  truce 
only  ;  and  this  to  fubfift  but  for  the  Ihort  period 
of  two  years ;  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Decern- 
ber,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen*.  ' 


The  Papal     Upon  this  happy  event,  the  Papal  Legates  ob- 
cntcrScot  tained  that  admiffion  into  the  Scottifli  territories, 
puMiiii     which  had  been,  for  fome  time,  indignantly  refu-  t 
uil^ctt  of  f'^d  to  them  and  their  tneffengers,  on  account  of 


excommu- 
ziication. 


their  ungenerous  partiality  in  favour  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  King.  Their  firft  official  aft  was,,  to  publifli 
thofe  fentences  of  excommunication  which  had 
been  pronounced  from  Rome,  firji  againft  the 
murderers  of  Comyn,  and  afterwards^  againft 
Bruce  and  the  Scots  in  general,  when  they  refiifed 
to  acquiefce  in  that  truce  which  the  Pope  had,  in 
vain  enjoined  between  them  and  the  Englifh.  By 
the  expedient  of  prohibiting  the  Papal  Legates 
from  entering  the  kingdom,  the  Scots  had  hitherto 
avoided  the  efFefts  of  the  Pontiflf's  curfes.  But,  it 
was  now  neceffary  for  them,  to  fubmit  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  Holy  Father,  that  they  might  be 
again  received  into  the  bofom  of  the  Catholic 
Church.     It  was  more  in  confequence  of  mifre- 

prefentations 

*  Focdcra,  Tom.  III.  8i6  :-.Barbour,  Book  XIX» 
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prefentations  alledged  againft  them  by  the  Engllfiij^ECT.  i. 
than  out  of  any  inclination  to  treat  them  with  un-y^^^r^ 
juft  rigour,  that  the  Pope  had  been  Excited  to  ex- 
plode his  fpiritual  artillery  againft  the  Scots.  Lit* 
tie  elfe  was  requifite,  therefore,  to  pacify  the 
irritated  Court  of  Rome,  than  that  the  Scots 
ibouid  again  feek  its  favour ;  and  Oiould  hear  its 
cenfurcs  with  filial  reverence  ;  while  they  might, 
at  the  fame  time,  fhew  themfelves  ready  to  remon- 
ftrate,  with  fuificient  fpirit  and  energy,  againft 
Icrrour  or  injuRice*. 

In  this  policy,  the  Scottifli  Barons,  with  the 
mferior  freeholders,  convening  at  Aberbrothwick, 
foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Legates,  endeavoured 
to  fopthe  and  avert  the  anger  of  the  Pope,  by  a 
letter  of  apology  and  remonftrance.     This  letter EpifUe  ol 
has  been,  fortunately,  preferved ;  and  is  one  of  thenS^nX 
moft  honourable  monuments  of  the  nation  and  thes^oTti*^* 
Age  to  which  it  belongs.     The  wifdom  and  man-"*''?J**^ 
finefs  of  Us  fcntiments,  are  worthy  of  thofe  il- 
luftricus  heroes  and  patriots  by  w,hom  it  was  fub- 
fcribcd.     In  it,  they  humbly  reprefented  to  the 
fucceffor  of  St  Peter ;  That,  the  glory  of  the  Scots, 
and  the  faine  of  their  invincible  valour,  difplayed 
ia  all  tkeir  migrations  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  in 
every  variety  of  fortune,  were  co-eval  with  the 

earlieft 
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c"  VIII  ^^^'^^^  annuls  of  minkind,  and  illuftrious  in  the 
records  of  every  age  :  That,  fince  the  firft  propa- 
gation of  Chriftianity,  they  had  ever  been  among 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  children  of  the  Church; 
having  been  converted  from  paganifm,  by  no  Icfs 
a  perfon,  than  the  Apoftlc  Andrew,  the  brother  of 
St  Peter  ;  and  having  been  cherilhed  mih  the  pe- 
culiar favour  of  all  former  PontiflFs :  That,  the 
Scottifli  monarchy,  above  all  others,  bad  ever  en- 
joyed facred,  unqueftioned  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence ;  till  the  ambitious  Edward,  wickedly  at- 
tempted,  by  fraud  and  violence,  to  fubjugate  it  ;1 
and  defolated  their  land  with  facrilege  and  cruel- 
ties, of  unheard-of  and  unfpeakable  atrocity : 
That,  Robert  Bruce,  like  another  J«Qiua  or  Judas 
Maccaboeus,  had,  under  God,  delivered  them  from 
the  ufurped  domination  of  the  Engliih  tyrant,  by 
the  perfevering  exertion  of  incredible  fortitude  and 
valoor ;  and  had  therefore  been  eftabliflied  on  the 
throne,  not  more  by  right  of  inheritance,  than  by 
the  ardent  and  unanimous  gratitude  of  his  country: 
That,  {hould  even  this  heroic  .an(|  beloved  Prince 
propofe  to  fubmit  himfelf  and  his  nation  to  the 
Engliih  J  then  would  his  fubjefts,  with  one  accord, 
hurl  him  from  the  throne :  That,  while  but  an 
hundred  Scots  furvived,  they  never  would  become 
the  Haves  of  England ;  contending  as  they  did, 
not  for  glory,  wealth,  or  power,  but  for  liberty  ; 
they  were  refolv^d,  every  one,  to  purfue  the  con- 

-teft 
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teft  unto  death :  Thit,  it  became  the  Pope,  ^h^l^^yL 
common  father  of  all  Chriftendom,  the  vicegeretit^ 
of  the  Prince  of  peace,  to  admonifli  and  perfuade 
the  King  of  England  to  content  him  felf  With^his 
own  dominions,  and  to  leave  his  poor  Scottifh 
Dcighbours  in  peace ;  fihce  they  were  willing  to 
agree  to  any  terms  of  peace  with  hiniy  which  (hould 
leave  their  indepeiideJice  and  liberties  entire:  That, 
the  Scots  and  their  King,  if  fecured  againft  the 
hoftility  of  the  Englilh,  were  willing  immediately 
<o  affume  the  crofs,  and  to  repair,  in  devout  and 
martial  pilgrimage,  to  the  Holy  Land,  to  refciie 
Paleftine  from  the  profane  incroachments  of  the 
Infidels  :  Biit,  that,  the  Englifh  King,  however 
pretendedly  impatient  to  engage  in  a  crufade,  was 
detained  from  it,  not  by  the  turbulence  of  his 
neighbours,  but  by  his  own  unjuft  and  grafping 
ambition,  and  by  his  abfolute  indifference  to  the 
interefts  of  religion :  That,  upon  all  thefe  confider- 
adons,  if  the  Holy  Father  fhould  ftill  continue  to 
favour  the  caufe  of  the  Englifh  with  unjuft  parti- 
ality ;  and  to  aid  and  encourage  them  in  their 
criminally  ambitious  attempts  againft  the  liberties 
of  the  Scots ;  then  would  the  Scots  regard  the 
Pontiff  himfelf,  as  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God,  of 
all  the  bloodfhed,  the  lofs  of  lives,  and  the  perdi- 

;  tion  of  fouls,  which  muft  be  occafioned  by  the 
continued  profecution  of  this  war  ;  and  they  would 

;  :ruft  in  God  alone/  to  infpire  them  with  courage, 
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Sect.  t.    to  grant  fuccefs  to  their  ftniggles,  and  to  bring 
'  their  enemies  to  nought*. 

Such  was  the  bold  and  manly  language  m 
which  tliefe  magnanimous  patriots  dared  to  ad-, 
drefs  a  throne  which  was  at  this  time,  exalted 
upon  the  necks  of  Kings.  They  knew  to  refift  as 
well  the  domination  of  pritftcraft  and  fuperftition, 
as  the  ambitious  fury  of  military  conqueft.  The 
fame  ardent  energy  with  which  they  fought  in  the 
field,  feems  to  have,  at  this  time,  pervaded  all 
their  fentiments  and  conduft.  Injuftice  and  op- 
preflion  had  fo  probed  their  feelings  to  the  quick, 
that  they  were  awakened  to  reafon  and  decide  con- 
cerning their  rights  and  duties,  with  a  reditude  of 
intelligence,  greatly  above  the  level  of  the  Age  in 
which  they  lived.  Nor  could  the  moft  profound] 
policy  have  didated  any  thing  wifer,  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  they  flood.  A  man  guilty 
of  a  facrilegious  murther  had  been  made  their 
King ;  from  Rome,  they  had  been  loaded  with 
one  cenfure,  and  with  one  fentence  of  excommu- 
nication, after  another  ;  both  clergy  and  laity  had 
been,  for  fome  time,  in  open  rebellion  againft  the 
Holy  See.  But,  they  were  fituate  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  Papal  empire,  and  fo  detached  from 

the 
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the  interior  parts  of  Europe,  that,  the  arm  of  Pa^-^*"^^^/;, 
pal  power  could  not  always  reach  them,  with  any  <^>nU 
confiderable  efficacy :  it  could  not  be  forgotten, 
that  the  Scots  had  long  been  Chriftians,  before 
they  acknowledged  the  univerfal  authority  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Rome ;  the  Clergy  being,  in  the  prefent 
initance,  unanimous  with  the  Laity ;  it  became, 
by  confequence,  extremely  difficult  for  the  Pope,  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  any  violent  fentence  a- 
gainft  the  Scottiih  nation.  The  Scottilh  remon-Erti-Aof 
ftrance,  therefore,  failed  not  of  its  effeft,  when  re-^'^*^^*  ^' 
ceived  at  the  Court  of  Rome.  The  Pontiff  fuffer- 
ed  his  wrath  to  be  gradually  appeafed  :  and  he 
^as  even  induced  to  addrefs  his  admonitions  to 
peace,  to  the  Englifl;i  King ;  in  language  implying 
his  perfuafion,  that  the  Englifh  were  perhaps  more 
guilty,  than  the  Scots,  of  all  the  calamities  of  their 
long  mutual  wars.  It  is  indeed,  not  impoffible^ 
but  the  Scots  might  accompany  their  epiftle,  with 
forae  other  things,  which  they  knew  to  be  more 
fuccefsfully  perfuafive  at  the  Romifli  Court,  than 
right  or  argument** 

But,  who  Ihall  affure  us  that  the  hero,  or  theimperfcr- 
fage  of  this  day,  will  be  wife  or  brave,  to-mor-cia^vV*" 
row  ?  Men,  even  any  two  men,  are  never  united*"*^' 
with  full  cordiality  of  affeftion,  unlefs  in  fome  paf- 

VoL.  11.  G  fing 
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Sect.  I.  fmg.  momcnts  of  common  and  extreme  danger,  of 
i^^^ys^  overflowing  joy,  or  of  overwhelming  grief.  We 
may  combine  to  oppofe  a  common  enemy,  or  to 
provide  againft  a  common  evil ;  but  no  fooncr  is 
the  enemy  overcome,  and  the  evil  difpelled  or 
evaded,  than  the  principles  of  felfiflihefs  or  maHg- 
nity,  which  are  ever  awake  in  our  hearts,  divide 
us  againft  one  another,  rather  than  ceafe  to  rankle 
in  our  bofoms.  As  virtues  and  vices  are  ever 
mingled  ftrangely  together  in  the  fame  human 
charader  j  fo,  in  every  affemblag^e  of  men,  how- 
ever fcemingly  feleft,  the  coward  and  the  hero, 
the  fimpleton  and  the  fage,  the. patriot  and  the 
traitor,  arc  ftill  found  to  be  cafually  aflbciated ; 
whenever  they  are  brought,  all,  into  that  action 
ttrhich  developes  the  fprings  of  character. 


A  coilfpi- 


Hardlt  had  the  above  national  deed  been  fo- 
"^nft*  h   '^"^^'y  executed  and  tranfmitted  to  Rome;  when 
life  of      it  was  difcovered,   that  a  formidable  confpiracy 
covcrd,     had  been  entered  into,  againft  the  life  of  Bruce ; 
*"fl,^d "    in  the  guilt  of  which,  not  a  few  of  the  brave  com- 
j^.  D     rades  of  his  wars,  were  deeply  involved.     Men 
>3*o-    whofe  faith  had  been  honourably  tried  in  perils 
and  misfortunes,  became  traitors,  when  the  com- 
mon danger  and  difficulties  were  almoft  wholly 
furmounted.     Even  among  thofe  illuftrious  patri- 
ots, who  had  faved  their  country  from  foreign 
thraldom,  there  were  intermixed  fome  perfons, 

ungenerous, 
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ungenerous,  falfe,  and  bafe.  In  the  diftributionSicr.  i.* 
of  the  rewards  which  he  now  had  to  beftow,v 
Bruce  could  not  gratify  one,  without  difappoint- 
ing  more  ;  nor  was  it  poffible  that  he  and  his  con- 
fidential counfellors  fhould  always  form  the  fame 
eftimate  of  every  one's  merits  and  fervices,  which 
the  claimant  himfelf  formed  in  his  own  breaft. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  war,  many  of  the  Scottifh 
warriours  had  poffeffeJ  themfelves  of  eftates,  by 
recovering  them  from  the  Englifh :  And  ihefe 
men  ftill  wifhed  to  continue  in  poffeflion  of  what 
they  had  thus  acquired,  in  defiance  of  the  claims 
of  the  ancient  owners.  Of  the  Nobles  who  had 
from  the  beginning  of  the  conteft,  attached  them- 
felves to  the  Englifli  interefts,  there  were  feveral  dif- 
tinguifhed  individuals  who  had  not  yet  reconciled 
themfelves  to  their  country  :  And  thefe  men,  al- 
though rcfiding  in  England,  in  the  fervice  of  Ed- 
ward, found  means  to  foment  diffenfions  among 
their  ancient  friends  in  Scotland.  This  confpira- 
cy,  into  which  fuch  a  variety  of  motives  had  con- 
curred to  impel  thofc  who  were  accomplices  in  it, 
began  to  difcover  itfelf,  amidft  the  deliberations  in 
the  parliament,  by  the  refraftory  fpirit  with  which 
the  Barons  oppofed  feveral  meafufes  fuggefted  by 
the  King,  for  the  fettlement  of  order  and  proper- 
ty. From  the  loyalty,  or  the  indifcretion  of  the 
Countefs  of  Strathern,  one  of  the- accomplices,  it 
vas  foon  after  revealed  to  the  King,  that  thofe 

who 
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c"^vni  ^^^^  '^^^  openly  murmured  againft  his  goveriir 
ment,  were  engaged  in  a  fecret  confpiracy  againlt 
his  life.  He  learned  with  aftonifnment  and  hor- 
rour,  that  not  a  few,  but  many  of  his  moil  illuftri- 
ous  Knights,  were  among  the  confpirators ;  and 
that  feme  even  of  his  deareft  friends,  were  privy 
to  their  guilty  purpofe,  although  not  actually  part- 
ners in  it.  William  Soulis,  the  grandfon,  as  it 
fhould  feem,  of  one  of  the  competitors  who  had 
contended  wjth  Balltol  and  the  grandfather  of 
Bruce,  for  the  royal  fucceffion,  was  the  leader 
in  this  confpiracy  :  And  there  is  reafon  to  fufpcft, 
that  one  of  its  principal  objefts,  was,  to  make  way 
for  Soulis's  acceflion  to  the  Scottifli  throne,  by  the 
murther  of  Robert  Bruce.  With  Soulis,  and  the 
Countefs  of  Sirathern,  Gilbert  Malherbe,  John  de 
Logie,  and  Richard  Brown,  were  convifted  of  this 
conlpiracy.  Soulis,  and  the  Countefs,  notwith- 
{landing  her  difcovery,  were  condemned  to  per- 
petual imprifonment.  Malherbe,  Logic,  and  Brown, 
were  executed,  as  traitors.  David  de  Brechin, 
nephew  to  the  King,  convifted  of  being  privy  to 
the  plot,  although  he  had  taken  no  adlual  part  in 
it,  fuffered  the  fame  fate.  Euftace  de  Maxwell, 
Walter  de  Barclay,  Patrick  de  Graham,  Hanime- 
lin  de  Troup,  and  Euftace  de  Rattray  were  tried, 
but  acquitted.  It  is  probable,  that  the  guilt  of  the 
confpiracy,  might  extend  much  wider,  than  merely 
to  thofe  who  were  convifted  and  punifhed.     Bruce 

himfclf, 
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himfelf,  who  had  exercifed  and  experienced  the  Sect.  i. 
rioft  illuftnous  conftancy  of  attachment,  in  the^^^lv^.^^ 
feries  of  his  firft  wars,  muft  have  felt  his  heart 
cruelly  wounded  by  the  difcovery  of  this  treafon. 
He  was  not  of  a  blood-thirfty,  tyrannical  nature ; 
and  therefore,  muft  have  inflifted  with  painful  re- 
ludance,  thofe  feverities  which  its  fuppreffion  de-  - 
manded.  They  ftruck  a  general  terrour  into  the 
breafts  of  thofe  turbulent  warriours,  by  whom  he 
was  furrounded  ;  but,  they  appear  to  have,  at  the 
fame  time,  contributed  to  abate  in  fome  degree, 
from  that  fond  affeftion  with  which  he  had  been 
hitherto  regarded  by  the  greater  part  of  his  fub- 
jecks.  Tranfaftions  fo  mournful,  and  fo  ungrate- 
ful to  be  remembered,  have  been  recorded  imper- 
feftly,  and  with  a  feeming  unwillingnefs  in  the 
annals  of  our  national  hiftory.  The  events  have 
been  mentioned  ;  but  almoft  all  that  detail  of  cir- 
cumftances,  which  might  have  rendered  them  in- 
ftrudivc,  has  been  myfterioufly  withheld*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  period  of  two  years,  for^hc  «roce 
which  the  truce  with  the  Englifli  had  been  con-Sd'hV 
eluded,  was  faft  elapfmg.     But,  the  minds  of  both^^c^j^g 
nations,  were  ftill  mutually  too  much  exafpcrated,^****  ^.** 
to  permit  the  mediation  of  the  Pope,  or  the  Kingi»fl». « re- 
ef France,  to  perfuade  them  to  a  final  peace.     Ed- 
ward 
> 
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ward  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  ftate  of  his  affairs 
ini^ht  now  at  length  enable  him  to  renew  the  war 
with  fure  fuccefs ;  and  Bruce,  well  knowing  how 
to  fruflrate  an  invafion  of  his  dominions,  was  little 
concerned,  as  to  any  farther  attempts  which  the 
Engiifli  might  make  againft  him.  With  little  fuc- 
cefs probably,  Edward  again  endeavoured  by  the 
intermediation  of  fome  Scotchmen  in  his  fervice, 
to  feduce  Bruce's  fubjeds  from  their  allegiance : 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  one  of  his  own  moft  power- 
ful vaffals,  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  ;  who  had  been 
hitherto  the  perpetual  enemy  of  his  tranquillity 
and  power ;  courted  the  favour  of  the  Scots,  en- 
tered into  a  traitorous  correfpondence  with  Bruce, 
and  rofe  in  rebellion  againft  his  own  King.  With 
this  advantage  againft  their  enemy,  the  Scots 
fcarcely  fuffered  the  term  of  the  truce  to  expire, 
before  they  again  invaded  Northumberland  and 
the  Bifiioprick  of  Durham.  Douglas  had  entered 
England  ;  Randolph,  with  another  force,  was  upon 
the  frontier,  ready  to  follow  the  career  and  fecond 
the  exertions  of  Douglas's  army.  Lancafter  was 
in  arms ;  and  anxioufly  expcded  the  approach  of 
the  Scots,  to  aflift  him,  againft  his  Sovereign.  But, 
while  the  Scots  delayed  to  join  him  ;  and  he  him- 
felf, half  expefting,  half  hopelcfs  of  their  aid,  wa- 
vered in  his  counfels  ;  he  was  overtaken,  woifted, 
and  made  prifoner  by  Edward's  General,  Andrew 
de   Harclawj    and  Edward  had   the   pleafure  of 

condemning 
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condemning  that  great  rebel,  who  been  fo  emi-SRcxJL 
nently  the  au^ho^  of  the  troubles  of  his  reign,  tov.^^vx^ 
expiate  his  criminal  ambition,  under  the  axe  of  the 
executioner.  The  Scots  having  thus  loft  one  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  profecuting  the  war,  with 
fmgular  advantage,  returned  back  for  a  time,  into 
their  own  territories.  Edward,  flufhed  with  the 
fuccefs  by  which  he  had  at  laft  accomplilhed  the 
fall  of  Lancafter,  muftered  another  army,  and  again 
prepared  to  invade  Scotland  with  all  the  confidence 
of  anticipated  viQory.  The  bold  aftivity  of  the 
Scots,  yet  again  prevented  his  movements.  They 
poured  fuddenly  into  the  weftern  counties  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  penetrating  into  Lancafhire ;  rapidly 
fpoiled  that  diftri^ ;  and  ere  Edward  could  meet 
or  intercept  them,  returned  fafely  home,  with  an 
immenfe  booty  •• 

At  length,  the  Englifh  array  began  its  march. Edt^ia 
A  fleet  with  provifions,  attended  its  progrefs,  along g'^^itrf,, 
the  eaftern  coaft.     Edward  entered  the  Scottifli^'"^^^*^^- 
frontiers  ;  but  no  enemy  appeared,  to  oppofe  his ' 
career.     He  advanced ;  and  flill  found  all  the  land 
before  him,  filent  and  deferted  of  both  maij  and 
beaft.     From  the  fpoilation  of  the  religious  houfes, 
he,  as  yet,  kept  back  his  foldiers.^    Every  where 
elfe,  the  country  was  wafte  and  defolate.     A  lame 

buU 


* 


H.  Knyghton  25.  39: — FasJcra,  Tom,   III.   927;— 


Walfing.  116. 


«4c5  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.       [Book  III. 

cr\^iii  ^^'^  feized  near  Tranent,  was  the  only  prize  left 
to  the  invaders.  They  continued  their  march,  as 
far  as  Edinburgh  ;  ftill  without  meeting  an  enemy; 
and  without  finding  any  thing  in  the  country,  by 
the  wafte  of  which  they  might  either  profit  them- 
felves,  or  annoy  the  Scots.  Their  provifions  were, 
by  this  time,  wholly  confumed  ;  and  Edward  was 
therefore  again  obliged  to  turn  back,  and  condud 
his  army  homewards  ;  out  of  a  country  of  which 
the  inhabitants  ftill  triumphed  over  his  attempts  to 
enfiave  them,  whether  they  met  him  in  pitched 
battle,  or  retiring  to  their  faftneffes  left  the  fcow- 
ling  elements,  and  the  miferics  of  famine,  to  fight 
more  furely  for  them,  than  they  could  have  fought 
for  themfelves.  The  foldiers,  and  the  followers  of 
the  Englifli  army,  furious  from  want  and  baffled , 
revenge,  plundered  the  Abbies  of  Holyrood,  and 
Melrofe ;  burnt  that  of  Dryburgh,  to  the  ground, 
as  well  as  various  cells  and  churches ;  flew  feveral 
unofi:ending  ecclefiaftics ;  and  facrilegioufly  viola- 
ted the  moft  holy  things  pertaining  to  religious 
worfliip.  Many  of  them,  after  their  return  home, 
periflied  by  difeafes ;  the  effeds  probably  of  fatigue 
and  q{  alternate  famine  and  intemperance ;  but, 
which  the  fuperftition  of  the  age  taught  the  Scot- 
tifli  clergy  to  regard,  as  the  vengeance  of  heaven, 
confpicuoufly  inflicted  on  a  crowd  of  wretches 
whofe  hands  were  polluted  with  facrilege*. 

It 

*  Barbour,  Book  XVill :— Ford.  L.  XIll.  C.  4:— 
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It  was  not  fear,  but  cautious  wifdom,  that  ^sl^^^ct  i. 
withheld  the  Scottifh  King  from  riflcing  the  fate 
of  his  kingdom  upon  the  event  of  a  fingle  battle. 
He  had,  in  the  mean  time^  after  direfting  all  the 
cattle  to  be  driven  from  the  fouchern  diftrifts,  to 
the  farther  fide  of  the  Forth  ;  aflembled  his  vaf- 
fals,  and  encamped  them  at  Culrbfs,  to  await  the 
progrefs  of  the  invaders  into  a  territory  through 
which  it  was  Tcarcely  poflible,  that  they  fhould 
force  their  way,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition ; — or  th^ 
failure  of  their  enterprize,  before  they  fliould  have 
advanced  nearly  fo  far*     No  fooner  were  the  dif-'^j^^En^- 
alters,  and  the  ignominious, retreat  or  the  Englilh,cd  into 
known  to  Bruce,  than  he  followed   hard   after  and  routed 
them,  with  all  the  military  force  of  his  kingdom/'  ^^^"^ 
Edward  Was  at  the  abbey  of  Byland  in  Yorkfliire, 
taking  meafure$  for  the  defence  of  his  frontier, 
when  Bruce,  with  his  army,  appeared  before  the 
caftle  of  Norham.     By  a  fudden  enterprize,  the    a.  d. 
Scots  attempted  to  furprize  the  Englilh  King  in  .  ^^^^ 
his  quarters ;  and  he,  with  difficulty,  efcaped  to 
York ;  abandouiflg  to  the  affailants,  his  treafure 
and  baggage.     Douglas  and  Randolph,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Scottifh  army,  undertook  to  force 
the  Englifh  camp,  on  that  fide  on  which  it  feemed 
to  be   the   mofl   eafily   accefTible.     The  Englifh 
Knights  made  a  valiant  refiflance*     Notwithfland* 
ing  every  effort  of  the  Scots,  the  conreft  was  for  a 
while  doubtfully  prolonged.     Bruce,  at  laft,  fent 

Vol.  II.  H  h  fome 


142  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  HL 

c"  vm.  ^°"^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  light-armed  foldiers.  Highland* 
^.^--v^ij  ers  and  Hebudians,  to  climb  the  height  on  which 
the  Englifli  camp  was  feated.  Their  fuccefs  de- 
termined the  fate  of  the  battle.  A  general  rout 
of  the  Englifli,  enfued. .  The  Scots  urged  the  pur- 
fuit  to  the  gates  of  the  city  of  York.  They  re- 
mained mafters  of  the  Englifli  camp.  Many  noble 
prifoners  from  among  the  Englifli,  fell  intjp  their 
hands.  They  continued,  after  this,  for  a  confider- 
able  time  in  Yorkfliire ;  and  ravaged  all  the  coun- 
try around  ;  or  compelled  thofe  of  its  inhabitants 
who  were  fpared,  to  buj  their  fafety,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  heavy  contributions*. 

Edward  found  a  melancholy  confolation  for 
this  recent  difgrace  and  misfortune,  in  the  convic- 
tion and  punifliment  of  Andrew  de  Harclaw,  Earl 
of  Carlifle  ;  who  had  entered,  fome  time  before, 
into  a  fecret  and  traitorous  correfpondence  with 
the  King  of  the  Scots  ;  the  objedl  of  which,  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  to  compel  Edward  to  agree  to 
a  peace  with  the  Scots,  upon  fucnHerms,  as  Bruce 
and  Harclaw  fliould,  in  concert,  didate  to  himj 
Another  By  the  inediation  of  fome  of  the  noble  EngHl 
*"*^*'  prifoners,  who  had  lately  fallen  into  the  hands  o 
the  Scots,  a  new  truce  was,  about  the  fame  time 
negotiated  between  the  two  Monarchs,  to  enduir 

*        fa 
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for  the  term  of  three  years.     It  provided  for  thCp"^\^?;,' 
prefervation  of  the  meeting  borders  of  the  twou^nr^^ 
kingdoms,  in  the  fame  unfortified  condition,  in 
which  they  lay,  at  the  time  when  the  truce  was 
agreed  upon.     It  left  the  SCots,  at  liberty  to  re- 
concile themfelves  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  fo  far  ^^ 
as  this  reconciliation  could  be  promoted  or  hin-* 
dered  by  the  formal  confcnt,  or  the  formal  prohi- 
bition of  the  King  of  England.     But,  Edward,  te- 
nacious of  name  and  form,  when  the  fubftance  of 
dominion  was  hopelefsly  loil,  would  not  yet  yield 
to  Bruce,  the  title  of  King  of  the  Scots.     Nor    a.d. 
would  he  yet,  confoit  to  fuch  a  permanent  peace,    '^*^' 
as  might  imply,  that  he, ,  for  ever  relinqftifhed  all 
dedgns  againft  the  independency  of  the  Scottiih 
nation*. 

Thus  at  reft,  for  a  time,  on  the  fide  of  Eng- 
land. Bruce  and  his  fubjeds  renewed  their  nego- 
tiations with  the  Papal  Court.  Although  the  Pope 
had  lately  difcovered,  if  not  any  great  kindnefs  to- 
ward$  the  Scots,  yet  at  left,  a  prudent  reluftance 
to  enforce  the  fpiritual  fentences  of  punifhment, 
which  had  been,  perhaps  unavoidably  pronouifced 
againft  them  ;  thofe  fentences,  neverthelefs,  ftiU 
hung .  over  their  heads  ;  and  whenever  the  tempo- 
ral miferies  of  famine,  maifacre,  and  ilavery  were 

overcome, 
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fpiritual  artillery,  then  began  to  prefs  upon  their 
mirjds ;  and  the  force  of  its  affault,  to  be  felt  by 
Randolph  them,  with  trembling  4iorrour.  Randolph  was 
bairador  difpatchcd  to  Avignon,  the  occafional  feat  ot 
pa/^com.^h^  Pap^l  Court,  to  fuppUcate  for  his  fellow-coun- 
trymen, a  renewal  of  the  paternal  favour  and  re- 
gard of  the  Holy  Pontiff.  In  obedience  to  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  his  Sovereign  ;  by  the  fuggeftions  of 
his  own  prudence  ;  or  in  compliance  with  the  ad- 
vice of  friends  who  knew  the  temper  of  the  Pope 
and  his  minifters :  Randolph  firft  folicited  for 
himfelf,  permiffion  to  repair,  in  military  pilgrim- 
age, to  the  Holy  Land  ;  before  daring  to  reprefent 
;uiy  thing  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  his  na- 
tion. The  requeft,  although  not  inftantly  grant- 
ed, was,  however,  not  ungracioufly  received.  A 
communing  arofe,  upon  it,  in  the  courfe  of  which, 
Randolph  was  encouraged  to  affumc,  in  fome  fort, 
the  charafter  of  Ambaffador  from  his  Sovereign. 
Then  Ikilfully  intermingling  profeffions  of  humble 
fubmifflon,  fcruples,  promifes,  and  infinuated 
threats;  he  gradually  foothed  all  the  remaining 
refentment.of  his  Holinefs,  againft  the  excommu- 
nicated Scots ;  and  at  laft  perfuaded  him  to  ad- 
drefs  a  bqll  to  Bruce,  by  the  title  of  King.  This 
was  a  triumph  of  artful  and  mafterly  policy,  not 
lefs  honourable  to  Randolph,  or  lefs  grateful  to  his 
govereign,  than  any  of  his  moft  iiluftrious,  milita- 
ry 
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ry  exploits.    The  Pope,  thus  far  reconciled  to  the  sect,  l 
Scots,  again  interpofcd  his  good  offices  to  procure  V 


a  lading  peace  between  them,  and  their  potent 
neighbours.  Edward,  however  indignant  at  theNegotia- 
difcovery,  that  the  title  of  his  rival,  had  been,  atfi^i'p^^ 
laft,  recognized  by  the  Papal  Court,  was,  never- 
thelefs,  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  fruitlefs 
complaints ;  and  was  even  ii^duced,  at  length,  by 
the  exigencies  of  his  affairs,  and  by  the  urgent  ex« 
hortations  of  the  Holy  Pontiff",  to  open  new  nego- 
tiations for  the  final  fettlement  of  tranquility  and 
peaceful  intercourfe  between  the  Scots  and  Eng- 
lilh,  as  two  independent  nations*, 

YoR^  was  the  city  in  which  the  commiflioners  x,  j>^ 
of  the  tmo  nations  met,  to  negotiate  the  intended  ^^^ 
treaty.  The  negotiations  were  for  a  while  fruit- 
lefsly  protraded.  The  Scots  would  not  furrender 
their  dearly  recovered  pofleflions,  or  confent  to 
tarnilh,  by  mean  fubmiffion,  the  glory  of  their  vic- 
tories :  nor  were  the  Englifh,  as  yet,  cordially  wil- 
ling to  refign  the  nominal  fovereignty  of  Scotland. 
The  confeynces  between  the  commiflioners,  were 
broken  up,  without  having  contributed,  in  any  de- 
gree, to  the  accomplifhment  of  the  delireable  pur- 
pofe,  for  which  they  had  been  openedf . 

Almost 
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jjfCT.  I.        Almost  every  fucceffive  event,  however,  ferved 


to  confirm  the  royal  power  and  honours  of  Bruce, 
and  the  independency  of  the  Scots.  The  amity 
.  between  the  Scottifh  nation  and  the  King  of 
France,  had  been  happily  renewed  by  an  embafly 
from  Scotland,  to  the  French  Court,  about  the 
time  when  the  anger  of  the  Pope,  was  fo  IkilfuUy 
Birth  of  deprecated  by  Randolph,  A  fon  was  now  born 
p^cc.and^Q  Bruce ;  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  David  ; 
•*^^r^^°*  and  whofe  birth  was  an  event  Angularly  joyful, 
crentfc  both  to  his  father,  and  to  the  whole  nation ;  be- 
caufe  the  King  had  now  no  other  child  furviving ; 
and  becaufe  this  event  gave  to  the  Scots  the  lives 
of  two  infants,  inftead  of  the  life  of  only  one, 
which  they  poffeffed  before,  as  fureties  to  preferve 
them  from  the  miferies  of  a  difputed  a%d  uncer- 
tain fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  thdr  kingdom, 
Soon  after  the  birth  of  young  David  Bruce,  the 
King  convoked '^h-'s  vaffuls  to  a  parliament,  at 
Cambulkenneth  :  They  did  homage  to  his  fon, 
as  the  apparent  heir  to  his  dominions ;  And 
young  Robert  Stewart,  the  fon  of  the  King's 
deceafed  daughter,  Marjory  Briice,  ^was  decla- 
red to  be  now  removed,  by  the  birth  of  David 
Bruce,  to  the  fecond  rank  in  the  order  of  the  re- 
gal fucceffion.  Amidft  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  fit 
ter  of  the  King,  the  widow  of  Chriftopher  Seaton, 
was  given  in  marriage  to  Andrew  Moray,  the  fon 
of  the  brave  Andrew  Moray  of  Bothwell,  the 

companion 
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companion  of  Wallace,  and  who  fell  in  the  glori- ''^ct.  i. 
ous  batrle  of  Stirling.  TMs  marriage  ferved  to\^^-yr.^ 
ftrengthen  the  houfe  of  Bruce,  by  adding  another 
brave  and  illuftrious  Baron  to  the  number  of  thofe 
who  were,  by  affinity,  related  to  it.  But,  that  houfe 
loft  at  the  fame  time,^neof  itsmoft  gallant  defen- 
ders, and  moft  diftinguifhed  ornaments,  by  tl>e 
death  of  Walter,  the  father  of  young  Robert  Stew- 
art :  He  died  in  the  prime  of  his  life ;  after  having 
difplayed  a  wifdtom,  and  a  heroifm,  which  had  en- 
couraged his  country  to  conceive  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  of  his  maturer  years  :  His  lofs  wa«  deeply 
and  univerfally  lamented*. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  Bruce  was  Edward  of 
gratified  by  the  news  of  the  fall  of  his  rival  andJ"^^J^^' 
oppreffor,  Edward,  the  Second,  King  of  England.  *"^"^^- 
From  his  very  acceffion  to  the  throne,  his  continual 
follies  and  misfortunes  had  rendered  him  contempti- 
ble in  the  eyes  of  his  own  fubjetts :  His  reign  had 
been  divided  between  inteftine  contefts  with  his 
own  Barons,  and   the  unfortunate  feries   of  his 
wars  with  the  Scots :  One  unworthy  favourite  af- 
ter another,  had  ftill  engrofled  his  affeftion,  and 
perverted  his  counfel^,  till  at  laft  even  his  wife  and 
his  eldeft  fon  were  moved  to  take  up  arms  againft 
him.     They  foon  prevailed  :  He  was  compelled  to 

refign 
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c'^Vni  ^^%'^  ^^^  Crown  to  his  fon ;  and  by  the  guilty 
contrivance  of  his  wife  and  her  paramour  Morti- 
mer, was  foon  after,  inhumanly  murdered.  The 
diiTentions  of  his  enemies,  and  the  profped  of  the 
government  of  a  boy,  a  woman,  and  an  adulterous 
minion,  might  gratify  Bruce  with  the  hopes  of 
uninterrupted  peace,  or  certain  viftory  in  hia  fu^ 
ture  intercourfe  whh  the  EKlglifh*. 

WHAtEVER  his  views  or  motives,  he  failed  not 
renewed   to  take  advantage  of  his  own  growing  ftrength 
-v^fion  of  and  their  calamities ;  and  he  is  faid  to  have  vio- 
°*  ^  '  lated  the  truce,  which  had  not  yet  expired,  by  a 
fudden  irruption  into  the  Englifli  territories,  about 
tKe  time  of  the  death  of  Edward  the  Second.    The 
feizure  of  fome  Scottifli  veflfcls  bound  to  the  coaft 
of  Flanders,  by  Englifli  fhips  of  fuperior  forccj 
perhaps  excited  the  Scots  to  inftant  retaliation,  or 
aflPorded  them  at  left,  a  fpecious  pretext  for  the  re-^ 
newal  of  hoftilities.     Negotiations  for  a  lafting 
treaty  of  peace,  had,  indeed  been  renewed  by  the 
new  adminiftration  of  the  Englifli  government ; 
but,  the  fudden  invafion  which  the  Scots  now  pre- 
pared, might  be  intended  to  compel  the  Englifli  to 
an  immediate  acquiefcence  in  thofe  terms  of  mutual 
peace,  to  which  the  Scots  were  willing  to  agree. 
Before  the  Englifli,  whatever  their  diligence,  and 
I  .  adivity, 

*  Fadera  IV.  243,  5tc» 
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activity,  could  muRer  an  army  for  the  defence  of ^,^^t- '; 
their  frontiers;  Douglas  and  Randolph,  at  thev 
head  of  nearly  twenty  tboufand  of  thofe  brave  ve- 
terans, whom  experience  in  all  Bruce's  wars,  had 
made  the  mod  diftinguiflied  foldiers  of  their  age; 
pafled  out  of  Annandale  and  Efkdale,  into  the 
bordering  counties  of  England,  and  advanced  on- 
wards with  a  deftr&ying  and  menacing  <;areen 
Yet,  Edws^rd  the  Third,  had  with  extraordinary 
promptitude,  fummoned  his  military  vaflals,  hired 
German  mercenaries,  muftered  an  army  of  more 
than  fifty  thoufahd  men,  and  marched  northwards 
with  this  great  force,  as  far  as  to  Durham,  ere 
the  Scots  could  penetrate  into  Lancaihire,  or 
Yorkfhire^  The  Scots  were  not  aware  of  the  ap- 
proach of  fo  formidable  an  army,  to  oppofe  them ; 
or  they  perhaps  difdained  to  retire  before  enemies^ 
whofe  courage,  difcipline,  and  condufl:,  were  now^ 
in  comparifon  with  their  own,  extremely  contemp- 
tible in  their  eyes.  Bruce  himfelf  was  abfentj 
Ind  even  Randolph  and  Douglas,  although  mili<* 
tary  commanders  almofl  unequalled  in  wifdom  and 
fagacity,  as  well  as  in  valour;  had  their  ardour 
lefs  happily  tempered  by  cool  and  fteady  caution, 
than  was  the  heroifm  in  the  foul  of  their  King^« 

Vol.  IL  li  In 

♦  Barbbur,  B.  XIX:— Foedera  IV.  181.  287.  290;— 
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Stc  1 . 1.        In  thefe  relative  circumitances,  the  Englifh  wertf 
encouraged  to  flatter  thetnfelves,  ,that  they  might. 


without  great  difliculty,  circumvent  and  cut  off  the 
inferior  forcle  of  the  Scots.  They  defcried  from 
afar,  the  fmoke  afcending  from  the  fires  in  the 
Scottifh  camp,  or  from  the  conflagrations  with 
ThcEng.  which  the  fpoilers  defolated  the  country.  Per- 
to  inter  ceiving  by  this  indication,  that  the  Scots  had  pro- 
scota!  ^  ceeded  to  fome  diftance  fouthward  l^eyond  the 
river  Tyne;  the  Englifli  leaders  haftily  direfted  the 
march  of  their  army  to  the  banks  of  this  river ; 
hoping  to  reach  it,  before  the  enemy  fliould  have 
repafled  its  ftream,  and  there,  to  deftroy,  or  make 
,  them  prifoners.  They  marched  with  extraordi- 
nary quickncfs,  and  by  very  difficult  ways,  to 
Haidon  on  the  banks  of  this  river.  The  ftream 
was  there  fo  much  fwollen  by  recent  rains,  that, 
although  the  cavalry  readily  crofled  it,  the  infant- 
ry could  not  follow.  After  fome  delay,  in  anxiety, 
uncertainty,  and  impatience,  the  whole  army  chan- 
ged the  diredion  of  their  march,  and  began  to  re? 
turn  fouthward,  ftill  in  purfuit  of  the  Scots.  But, 
the  movements  anddefigns  of  the  enemy  were  ab- 
folutely  unknown  to  Edward's  army.  A  number 
'  of  both  Knights  and  Efquires  were  incited  by  the 
proclamation  of  a  reward  from  the  King,  for  the 
lirft  news  of  the  invaders ;  to  fet  out  fingly,  in 
order  to  defcry  the  pofition  of  the  Scottifh  army, 
and  bring  this  wiflied-for  intelligence.     On  the 

fourth 
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fourth  day  after  the  return  from  the  batiks  of  the^^cT.  i. 

^  .  .  .        Ch.  VIIL 

Tyne,  Thomas  Rokefby^an  Efquire,  brought  notice, ^,^nr%j 
that,  while  wandering  about,  in  fearch  of  the  Scots, 
he  had  been  made  prifoner  by  them ;  but  had  been 
diimiffed  to  carry  the  news  to  his  friends  ;  affoon  as 
the  Scots  learned  from  him,  that  the  Englifh  were 
in  queil  of  them,  and  eager  to  give  them  battle. 

The  Scots  having  encamped  on  advantageous 
ground  which  had  in  front,  the  river  Were,  and 
was  defended  on  the  other  fides  by  precipitous 
rocks,  had  there  for  eight  days  awaited  the  ap^ 
proach  pf  the  enemy ;  becaufe,  although  willing 
to  fight,  they  did  not  defire  to  fight,  without  Em- 
ploying every  poffible  precaution  of  foldierly  con^ 
duS,  in  order,  beforehand,  to  affure  theipfelves  of 
viftory.  They  wifhed  to  be  attacked  in  their 
camp ;  not  to  rulh,  in  disorder,  againil  the  hodile 
army,  upon  equal  ground.  The  Englifli  eagerly 
followed  Rokelby,  as  their  guide,  till  they  came 
withiji  fight  of  the  Scottifh  camp.  It  was  impreg- 
nable, and  inacceflible.  Edward  in  vain  endea^chaiienge 
voured^  by  the  courtefy  of  a  knightly  challenge,|,^^"^[°  * 
and  by  every  artifice  of  provocation,  to  draw  Doug- 
las and  Randolph,  from  the  unafiailable  pofition, 
from  which  they  defied  his  approach,  with  all  his 
numerous  hoft.  Should  he  retire  before  them  ? 
they  would,  no  doubt,  fally  inftantly  forth,  and 
foon  4rive  his  retreat  into  total  confufion  and 
fiight.     Yet,  fince  the  Englifli  had  the  command 

#f 
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*■<=■*"•'  of  the  open  country,  and  were  fufficicmly  mtRt* 
O'-y^w  rous,  to  invert  the  Scottifh  camp  ;  it  appeared  pro- 
bable, that  the  Scots  njight,  -within  no  long  time, 
be  more  fureiy  conquered  by  famine.and  a  block- 
ade, than  if  they  could  have  been  drawn  into  equal 
combat* 

The  Scots  were  too  circumfped  and  vigilant,  not 
to  be  aware  of  their  danger.  On  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  after  the  Englifli  had  pofted  themfeWetin 
front  of  the  Scottifh  camp,  the  former  with  aftonifli- 
menc  perceived,  that  their  enemies  had  decamped 
during  the  night,  and  had  efcaped  thus  out  of  their 
skiifuima-hands.  It  was  foon  after  difcovered,  that  the 
JJ^^"*^'Scots  had  moved  only  two  miles  farther  up  the  bank 
and  Ran-  Qf  the  rivCT  Were ;  and  had  there  again  encamped, 
in  the  middle  of  a  wood,  and  in  a  pofition  dill 
ftronger  than. that  whiph  they  had,  at  firft,  oqcupi* 
ed.  1  he  Englifti  commanders  led  their  forces  after, 
and  foon  placed  their  camp  near  to  the  Scots,  as 
before  ;  and  now,  upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  river. 
Notwithftanding  the  gallantry,  the  difcipline,  the 
fortitude,  and  the  abftineuce  of  the  Scots ;  it  feem- 
ed  now  to  be  hardly  poffible  for  them  to  efcape 
put  of  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  without  a  battle, 
or  to  fight  againft  fuch  odds,  with  hopes  of  vidory. 

In  thefe  difHculties,  Douglas  was  induced  to 
try  a  nofturnal  enterprize  againft  the  Engliih 
camp.    A  chofen  band  accompanied^  him*    They 

pafled 
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pafled,  without  difcovery  or  oppofition,  into  the  Sect.  i. 
midft  of  the  hoftile  tents  ;  then,  raifing  a  fhout  of  v^^o^ 
tremendous  rage ;  began  a  defperate  flaughter  of 
their  foes.    The  perfon  of  the  young  Englifb  King,  oougiat 
was  the  prize  they  fought.    To  his  tent,  they  quick- £"*[?^^^ 
ly  penetrated  :  But,  while  his  chaplain,  and  other ^^'^p^J^ 
fervants  of  his  houfehold.^  met  their  attack,  and 
fell  by  their  hands,  Edw^ird  himfelf  efcaped,  in  the 
tumult.     Thus  terrible,  and  fuccefsful,  ye^difap-  • 

painted  of  his  chief  purpofe  ;  Douglas  now  hewed 
Ids  way  through  the  midll  of  the  awakened  and 
alarmed  Engliih ;  and  led  his  brave  followers  back 
into  the  Scottifh  camp.  By  this  enterprize,  how- 
every  the  confidence  of  the  Scots,  in  their  own  va- 
lour,  was  confirmed  ;  the  ardour  of  the  Engliih 
foldiers^  was  confounded  and  repreffed  ;  the  Scots 
acquired  in  the  eflimation  of  themfelves  and  their 
enemies,  a  fort  of  fuperiority,  which  made  them, 
in  fome  degree,  maflers,  either  to  give  battle,  or 
to  retire  fafely^  at  their  pleafure. 

On  the  following  day,  orders  were  given  out 
by  t^  Scottilh  commanders,  that  all  their  troops 
ihould  hold  themfelves  iji  readinefs  to  follow  Doug. 
las  upon  another  enterprize,  in  the  approaching 
night.  Thefe  orders  were  made  known  to  the  Eng- 
liih, by  a  prifoner  who  fell  into  their  hands,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day.  No  longer  fufpefting  the  Scots 
of  intentions  of  flight ;  they  concluded,  that  the 
new  enterprize  meditated,  mufl  be  a  general  af- 

faujt 
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Sect.  I.    fault  upon  their  camp.     \Vhen  night  came  on, 
therefore,  they  kindled   up  blazing   fires ;    fet  a 


ftrong  watch  round  their  tents,  and  refted  under 
their  arms.  All  night,  they  anxioufly  kept  watch  ; 
expcfting  every  moment  the  alarm,  that  the  Scats 
The  Scots  were  upon  them.  When  morning  came,  they 
^^''^'  quickly  underftood,  with  furpriz*!  and  (hame ;  that 
the  Scots  had  indeed  left  their  camp,  in  the  night ; 
but,  that,,  inftead'  of  coming  to  aflail  the  Engliih 
camp,  they  had  turned  their  march  homewards, 
and  were  now  almoft  beyond  the  reach  of  purfuit. 
So  very  difTerently  had  the  Englifh  conceived  of 
the  valour  and  indifcretion  of  their  daring,  yet 
wary  enemies  ;  that  they  could  not,  for  a  while, 
credit  this  news.  They  left  their  tents,  but  flood 
for  fome  hours  in  order  of  battle ;  not  daring  to 
advance  ;  but  (U!l  expecting  to  fee  the  Scots,  on 
one  fide  or  another,  behind  or  before  ;  rife  agakill 
them,  out  of  ambufn  ;  or  come  upon  them  by  fome 
circuitous  march.  When  the  retreat  of  the  Scots, 
could  no  longer  be  doubted  ;  the  fort  bf  fearful 
expeQation  with  which  the  Englifli  had  awaited 
their  attack,  was  fuddenly  changed  for  the  indig- 
nant anger,  or  perhaps  with  fome,  the  infolent  bul- 
iKT-p.  'y^^S?  *^f  outwittc;d,  difappointed  valour.  Young 
*^*^"*^]^J'*  Edward  ;  who  even  now  began  to  give  hopes,  that 
(.UMZug-liQ  would  prove  a  King  more  like  to  his  grandfa- 
ther, th?ji  to  bis  father  ;  wept  bitterly,  when  he 
perceived  his  enemies  to  have  thus  ^fcaped  out  of 

his 
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his  hands;  and  faw  the  defic^n  of  his  exoLdition^^*^'^-'- 
to  be  thus  almoft  wholly  fruftrated. 


An  extenfive  morafs,  impaflliblc  by  cavalry,  novf 
parted  the  van  of  the  Englflh  army  from  the  Scottilh 
rear.  Purfuit  would  have  been  dangerous  and  hope- 
lefs.  The  Englifh  army  were  worn  out  by  the  tedious, 
harraffing  fervkre  in  whith  they  had  been  engaged. 
Being  fo  much  more  numerous  than  the  Scots^ 
and  in  the  middle  of  a  defolated  country,  they  be- 
gan to  fuflfa-  by  the  fame  famine,  by  means  of 
which  they  had  thought  to  vanquifh  their  enemies. 
Douglas  and  Randolph  led  their  forces  home  in 
glory  aiid  fafety.  The  Englifh,  out  of  curioiity,Emptiiid 
rather  than  in  the  hope  of  finding  any  rich  booty  jscottiik 
entered  the  camp  which  the  Scots  had  deferted;^*^^' 
and  found  in  it  nothing,  but  fome  of  thofc  leath- 
ern bags  in  which  the  Scottifli  foldiers  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  carry  their  corn  or  meal ;  fome  of  the 
gridirons  which  they  ufed  in  roafting  their  cakes ; 
fome  veffels  made  of  raw  hides,  in  which  they  had 
feethed  their  flefli ;  fome  thoufands  of  brogues^ 
made  of  raw  hides  and  ftitched  with  thongs,  which 
were  the  only  coverings  the  Scots  in  geueral  had 
ior  their  feet ;  and  fome  Englifli  prifoners,  having 
their  legs  broken,  and  being  ftripped  naked,  and 
bound  to  trees.  Every  thing  they  faw,  ferved  to 
convince  them,  that  their  defign  to  ftarve  into  fur- 
render,  an  army  fo  favagely  abftinent  and  hardy, 
had  been  the  extravagance  of  errour  and  folly ; 

and 
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sicT.  I.  and  that  to  renew  the  purfuit  of  the  Scots,  wonl4 

Cb.  VIII.  "^ 

urvs*;  be,  to  rufli  upon  deftrudion*. 

Judgment  This  cxtrication  of  their  army  out  of  extreme 
jitary  con- danger,  and  the  boldnefs  and  fafety  of  their  re- 
g"^^?^^^^ treat,  were  indeed  peculiarly  glorious  to  Randolph 
jcadcn,    and  Doufflas.     To  the  Eneliih  commanders  it  was 

upon  this  r  r   1 

•ccaiion.  highly  diigraceful ;  to  have  brought  northward, 
fo  mighty  an  aniiy  of  Engtiflimen  and  foreign 
mercenaries,  for  the  chaftifement  of  invaders,  to  a 
contemptible  degree  inferior  in  numbers  and  mar- 
tial equipment ;  and  yet,  to  have  been  foiled  c^ 
their  purpofe,  in  a  manner  that  tended  ftill  to  aug- 
ment the  ftrength,  and  to  heighten  the  infolence 
of  their  enemies.  But,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  Scots  had  afted  with  imprudence  and  remerity 
unworthy  of  their  military  experience ;  when  they 
proceeded  fo  far  into  England,  in  the  face  of  an 
hoflile  army,  the  force  and  defigns  of  which  could 
not  be  diftinftly  known  to  them  j  and  when,  in- 
ftead  of  retreating  affoon  as  they  had  fpoiled  the 
country,  and  knew  that  the  Englifh  were  waiting, 
to  intercept  their  return  ;  they,  with  fo  much  fool- 
hardinefs,  encamped  to  await  the  approach  of  their 
enemies,  and  defied  them  to  battle.  However 
mafterly  the  generalfliip,  by  which  fo  fuccefsful  a 
retreat  was,  at  laft  accomplifhed ;  yet,  but  for  fome 
I  .  lucky 

^  Barbour,  B.  XIX  : — FroiiTart  I.  17.  19^  ao.  iz^  Bee* 
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lucky  incidents  which  arofe  independently  of  ^f^^^"  y,» 
vigilance  and  precaiuions  of  the  Scots  ;  and  butu**v^*> 
for  the  confufion  and  imbecility  in  the  counfels  of 
theHngliib ;  all  the  ability  of  Randolph  and  Doug, 
las,  -TOuft  have  failed  to  deliver  them  out  of  the 
danger  ifito  which  they  had  too  raflily  prcfljJ. 

ScARCBLY  had  Douglas  and  Randolph  return^Aoothcr 
ed  home  in  triumph,  when  their  King  affembled^"jg,^^^°^ 
all  his  forces,  and  again  invaded  the  Englifh  bor- 
der^.  .  It  was.  ncceffary  to  harrafs  the  Englifh  with 
inccflant  hoftilitie^,  until  they  fhould  be  reduced 
to  accept  peace  en  the  condition  of  their  acknow- 
ledging the  independence  of  the  Scottilh  monar- 
chy. With  one  divifion  of  his  forces,  the  King  a.  d. 
himfelf  ijivefled  the  caftle  of  Norham :  Douglas  ^^*^' 
and  Randolph,  with  another  divifion,  were  de- 
tached to  befigge  the  caftle  of  Alnwick.:  A  third 
was  employed  to  fcour  the  country,  and  to  bring 
in,  frppi  time  to  time,  provifions  and  intelligence; 
AftpT'fome  firft  eflforts  which  convinced  them,  that 
they  iiad  not  forces,  ftores,  and  military  engines, 
fufficient  to  enable  them,  to  overcome  the  refif- 
tance  of  the  garrifon  ;  Douglas  and  Randolph  de- 
filled  from  the  fiege  of  Alnwick-Caftle,  and  re- 
j')ined  the  King,  before  that  of  Norham.  Bruce, 
althpugh  this  caftle  ftill  continued  to  hold  out  a- 
gainft  his  affaults,  perfifted  in  the  fiege  ;  until,  by 
the  offers  of  fuch  conceffions  on  the  part  of  Eng- 

YoL.  II.  K  k       .    '  land. 
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secT.  1.    land,  as  fhould  fully  fatisfy  all  his  wifhes,  in  a  iaft- 
t^^^-^o  ing  peace  ;  he  was  induced  to  paufe  from  hoftili- 
ties,  and  to  return  home,  that  the  terms  of  pacifi- 
cation between  the  two  nations,  might  be  finally 
adjufted*. 

Isabella,  the  widow  of  Edward  the  Second  of 
England,  and  Mortimer,  her  favourite,  held,  at 
this  time,  the  reins  of  the  Englifh  government* 
But,  the  crimes  by  which  they  had  deprived  Ed- 
ward the  Second  of  his  crown  and  life,  had  already 
made  their  fway  not  lefs  odious  than  that  of  the 
murthered  Monarch,  to  the  Englifh  Barons.  Young 
Edward  was  (till  in  pupilage  to  his  mother  and 
Mortimer  :  He  had  not  yet  wifdom  or  energy  to 
dired  the  adminiftration  of  the  royal  power  :  Nor 
could  even  the  fair  hopes  of  his  youth,  acquire  the 
requifite  popularity  to  a  queen,  the  murderefs  of 
her  hufband,  and  to  the  minion  whom  (he  admit- 
Reafons  ted  to  her  unchafte  bed^  The  ill-fortune  of  the 
^,*|g^\^^^laft  expedition  againft  the  Scots,  had  exhaufted  the 
Peace,  refources  of  this  abhorred  adminiftration,  and  had, 
almoft  wholly  unbraced  the  nerves  of  their  autho- 
rity. To  the  renewed  invafion  of  the  Scots,  they 
had  no  forces,  to  oppofe  ;  or  at  left  none  in  whofe 
obedience  and  fidelity,  they  could  confide.  The 
conteft  for  the  dominion  of  Scotland,  had  been,  in 

truth, 

*  £axbour.  Book  XX. 
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truth,  finally  decided  "by  the  battle  of  Bannock- ^'J^T^^'-^ 
burn }  although  the  mutual  and  inveterate  animo-ci^-v^i^i 
fities  of  the  two  nations ;  and  efpecially  the  unwil- 
llngnefs  of  the  Englilh  to  own  their  weaknefs,  and 
to  fit  down  patient  under  their  difgrace  j  had,  for 
fo  many  fubfequent  years,  prolonged  the  war. 
Should  the  Scots,  at  length,  fucceed  in  the  con- 
queft  of  the  caftles  which  guarded  the  Englifli  fron- 
tier; they  might  foon  divide,  perhaps  for  ever, 
from  the  dominions  of  England,  thofe  northern 
provinces,  which  they  had  long  ravaged  with  un- 
fparing  fury.  Should  the  Englifh  Barons  rife  in 
arms,  againfl  the  government  of  Ifabella  and  Mor« 
timer ;  the  alliance  of  the  King  of  the  Scots,  would 
readily  enfure  them  fuccefs  in  their  purpofes.  Pref- 
fed  by  thefe  difficulties,  the  Englifh  rulers  faw 
themfelves,  at  lafl.  Under  the  neceflity  of  afking 
peace  from  the  Scottifh  Monarch,  upon  his  own 
terms.  After  the  Scottifh  forces  were  withdrawn 
from  before  Norham,  the  negotiations  for  peace, 
were  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  eameflnefs,  and 
mutual  candour*. 

It  was  while  he  remained  before  Norham,  that ^  Ptacc 
William  de  Denoun  came  to  propofe  to  Brtice,  atificdat 
marriage  between  his  only  fon  David  Bruce,  andampto'n. 
Jane  the  eldefl  fifler  of  the  young  King  of  Eng- 
land; 

*  Scala  Chronica,  apud  Leland  I.  551,  &c. 
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c^^Vm  '^^^  ^   ^^  ^^^  fundamentar  condition,  on  which 
Edward,  with  his  tutors  and  counfellors,  were  de- 


IStA- 


fircus  to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the  Scots. 
A.  D.  Bruce  heard  the  propofal  with  a  willing  ear.  A 
truce  afforded  time  for  the  neceffary  negotiation^?. 
Plenipotentiary  Commiffioners  from  the  two  Kings; 
meeting  by  appointment,  at  Newcaftle ;  fettled, 
after  no  long  difcuffion,  the  preliminary  articles  of 
the  intended  pacification  and  alliance.  Edward 
then  convoked  his  Parliament,  at  York,  folemnly 
renounced,  with  their  confent,  all  the  claims  of  his 
Crown,  to  the  fovereignty  of  Scotland ;  reftored  to 
the  Scottifh  Monarchy,  for  as  much  as  in  him  lay, 
all  its  rights  of  dominion  and  independency,  which 
it  had  enjoyed  at  the  death  of  Alexander  the  Third; 
and  formally  refigned  the  benefit  of  all  written 
deeds,  by  which  any  authority  over  the  King  or 
the  people  of  Scotland,  might  have  been  yielded  to 
the  Crown  of  England.  After  the  Englifh  King, 
with  the  confent  of  his  Parliament,  had  thus  con- 
ceded  the  only  grand  condition  of  peace  on  which 
the  Scots  inflexibly  infifted  ;  there  remained  little 
more  to  be  done  for  the  compleat  reftoration  of 
tranquillity,  except  the  formal  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  in  that  detail  which  muft  neccffarily  pro- 
ceed from  the  application  of  the  fundamental  ar- 
ticles to  particular  circumftances.  It  was  finally 
ratified,  at  Northampton,  in  the  month  of  April, 

in 
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in  the  year  onethourand  three  hundred  and  twenty  •'''•c'"-  '• 

*  \^  Us     V 1 A  I* 


tight*. 

In  this  treaty,  it  was  ftipulated  for  the  twosubftancc 
nations,  by  their  Monarchs:  That  there  (houldj^rdty. 
be  henceforth  perpetual  peace  between  them : 
That  the  facred  ftone,  on  which  the  Scottifh  Kinga 
had  been  wont  to  be  feated  at  their  coronation,  .  , 
and  which  had  been  carried  away  by  the  Englifti, 
fhould  be  reftored  to  the  Scots :  That,  the  King 
of  England  ftiould  interpofe  his  good  offices  to- 
wards the  full  reconciliation  of  the  Scottifli  King 
and  his  fubjeds,  to  the  Holy  See :  That,  in  com- 
penfation  for  thefe  favours,  and  for  the  devaftation 
which  the  Scots  had  fpread  through  the  northern 
diftrifts  of  England  ;  the  King  of  the  Scot^  fhpuld 
pay  to  the  Englifh  King,  the  fum  of  thirty  thoufand 
merks,  in  three  annual  payments  of  ten  thoufand 
merks  each  :  That  thofe  poiTefGons  which  had 
been  wrefted,  during  the  war,  from  the  Clergy  of 
either  kingdom,  fhould  be  reflored  ;  and  the  da- 
mages which  ecclefi&ftical  perfons  had  fuftained, 
fully  compenfated  :  That,  in  general,  the  eftates 
ppffefTed  by  Englifti  fubjeds  in  Scotland,  before 
the  war,  and  in  the  courfe  of  it,  forfeited  to  the 
Scottifti  King ;  and  in  the  fame  manner,  eftates 

polTefTed 

♦  FoeJera  IV,  328.  337 : — A.  Murimuth  72  : — Barbomr 
XX. 
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fkct.  I.  poffeffed  by  Scottifh  fubjeds  in  England,  before 
the  war,  and  in  confequence  of  it,  forfeited  to  the 
Englifii  King  ;  fliould  remain  with  the  monarch  to 
whom  they  had  been  refpeftively  forfeited,  with- 
out being,  of  neceffity,  to  be  reftored  to  their  ori- 
gmal  owners,  in  confequence  of  this  treaty :  That, 
in  exception,  neverthelefs,  from  this  lad  article, 
Thomas  Wake,  Henry  de  Beaumont,  and  Henry 
Piercy,  Engliih  Lords,  fhould  be  reftored  to  their 
ancient  pofleffions  in  Scotland :  That  Jane,  fifter 
to  the  King  of  England,  (hould  be  given  in  mar- 
riage to  David,  the  Scottifh  Prince  :  That;  a  join- 
ture of  lands  and  rents,  to  the  amount  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  fhould  be  fecured  to  the 
Engliih  Prihcefs,  at  her  marriage  to  the  heir  of  the 
Scottifh  Crown,  for  the  fupport  of  her  widowhood, 
if  fbe  fhould  happen  to  furvive  her  hufband :  Thar, 
either  of  the  contra&ing  parties  failing  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty,  fhould,  as  the  penalty  for 
the  failure,  pay  to  the  Pope,  the  fum  of  two  thou- 
fand pounds  of  filver*. 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  this  important  and 
memorable  treaty.  Its  reciprocal  conditions  ap- 
pear to  have  been  wife  and  advantageous,  equally 

to 
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•  FordunXIII.  12  : — Introduaion  to  Calendar  of  An- 
cient  Charters,  P.  $6.  58  .-—Barbour,  B.  XX :— Fadcra  IV. 
337-  350.  375-  3^4-  410.  464. 467. 
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to  the  Scots,  and  to  the  Engliih.  For  its  happy  ^^cti. 
fettlement,  the  two  nations  were  indebted,  not  lefsu^^^y^i^ 
to  the  prudent  moderation  of  the  Scottifh  Mo- 
narch, than  to  the  weaknefs  and  the  perplexities 
of  the  Engliih  adminiftration.  It  formally  clofed 
a  war  of  nearly  forty  years  duration ;  which  had 
remarkably  called  forth,  all  the  latent  energies  in 
the  cbarader  of  the  Scottifh  people ;  and  had 
greatly  exhaufted  the  ftrength,  depreffed  the  cou- 
rage, and  tamiflied  the  glory  of  the  Engliih, 

It  is  not  difficult  to  diftinguifli  thofe  primary  caure*  of 
caufes,  to  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  Scots,  was  ow-J.^^^"^ 
ing,  in  this  great  ftruggle  for  their  national  liber-Scot*. 
ties.     From  the  beginning  of  their  efforts  under 
Wallace,  the  Scots  fought  for  themfelves, — for 
their  national,  and  every  one  for  his  individual, 
exiftcnce ;  while  the  Englifh  fought,  only  for  their 
King  :  And  the  genius,  the  force,  and  the  refour- 
ces  of  man,  are  always  augmented  in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  urgency  of  the  motives  by  which  he 
is  impelled   into   action:   Man  degraded  into  a 
ilave,  obeying  implicitly  the  will,  and  toiling  for 
the  fole  benefit  of  another,  has  his  powers  and  fa- 
culties benumbed,  and  becomes  feeble  and  torpid : 
Matter  of  himfelf,  and  contending  to  preferve  this 
maftery,his  frame  is  nerved  with  gigantic  force,  and , 
bis  mind  illuminated,  at  times,  with' angelic  intelli- 
gence. In  his  own  houfe,on  his  own  domains,  with- 

2  in 


264  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  III; 

c'*^V  II  *^  ^^^  boundaries  of  his  native  .country,  a  maj^  has 
always  confiderable  advantages  ^gainft  the  ftranger 
who  approaches  him,  as  an  enemy  :  The  locaJ  re-- 
fources  of  a  country,  are4au)wn  to  its  inhabitants ; 
and  always  in  a  great  meafure  unknown  tQ  inva- 
ders :  All  the  habits  of  life  familiar  to  th^  natiye, 
enable  him  to  avail  himfelf,  much  mot^^  than  a 
ftranger  can  do,  of  whatever  is  peculiar  ia  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  country  :'  There  is  a  myflerious 
fympathy  between  the  very  inanimate  mquniiains, 
dales,  and  woods  of  a  territory,  and  its  indigenous 
poffeffors,  which  in  an  inexpreffible  manner,  ex- 
alts  the  force  and  the  refolution  of  men  fighting 
in  defence  of  their  native  land.     The  poflbflbxs  of 
wild,  barren,  and  inacceffible  countries,  have  ever,' 
like  the  Scots  in  the  prcfent  inftance,  triumphed 
over  the  invafion  of  their  richer  neighbours  who 
were  the  heirs  of  fairer  regions ;  becaufe  a  .coun- 
try confifting  of  one  chain  of  natural  fortreflTeg,  is 
thus  formed  to  bound  the  progrefs  of  con  quell ; 
and  becaufe  no  conquering  army  can  enter^  or  ui 
left  fix  therrfelves  in,  territories  in  which   thty 
cannot  find  the  neceffaries  for  fubfiftence.     Even 
before  the  commencement  of  this  long  war  with 
England,  the  Scots  poflefltd  an  extraordinary  lliare 
of  that  favage  energy  of  character  ;  which,  in  or- 
der to  raife  them  to  the  higheft  military  glory, 
wanted  only  to  be  tempered  to  difcretion,  and  dil- 
ciplined  to  fiirmnefs :  That  difcretion,  and  this  dif- 

ciplinCj  i 
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cipline,  they  unavoidably  acquired,  in  the  courfeS»cT.  i. 
of  a  conteft,  fo  continuing,  and  fo  obftinate :  v^-^-v-^ 
Their  generals  and  their  foldiers  became,  upon 
this,  the  mod  ikilful,  and  the  braveft  of  the  Age. 
The  progreffive  events  and  the  final  iffue  of  this 
war,  were  likewife  direded  in  no  fmall  degree  by 
the  relative  perfonal  charafters  of  the  different 
leaders  who  conduced  it :  Had  Wallace  not  a- 
rifen,  Edward  the  Firft  might  perhaps  have  efta- 
blifhed  the  dominion  of  the  Englifli  over  Scotland, 
fo  firmly,  as  to  render  it  fecure  againft  all  fubfe- 
quent  rebellion:  Had  John  Balliol  poffeffed  the 
great  qualities  of  Wallace,  or  of  Bruce  ;  Scotland 
might  never  have  been  fubjefted  by  the  arms  or 
the  artifices  of  the  Englifh  King:  Had  Edward  the 
Firft  furvived  for  fome  years  longer,  in  the  full 
vigour  of  his  ftrength  and  faculties ;  or  if  Edward 
the  Second  had  happened  to  poffefs  the  abilities  of 
his  father,  or  of  Bruce  ;  it  is  probable,  that  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Scottifli  nation,  could  not  have 
been  reftored.  Such  appear  to  have  been  the 
grand  caufes,  upon  the  concurrence  of  which,  de- 
pended the  fuccefs  of  thofe  efforts  of  the  Scots, 
which  were  ultimately  crowned  by  the  treaty  of 
Northampton. 

Elizabeth,  the  confort  of  the  Scottifli  King,i>«thof 
lived  not  to  fee  this  termination  of  her  hufband's  Elizabeth 
troubles  J   but  died,  on  the  twenty-fix th  day  of 

Vol.  II.  LI  Oaober, 
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^^\'rh,  0£lober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
u^nr^^  and  twenty-feven ;  and  was  interred  at  Dunferm- 
ling ;  which  had  been^  for  fomc  generations,  the 
ordinary  buryingnplace  of  the  Kings  and  (^eens 
of  Scotlanjd, — Within  two  months  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  treaty  of  Northampton,  young  Da<^ 
vid  Bruce  received  in  marriage^  as  had  been  flipu- 
la  ted,  Jane  of  England,  the  iifter  of  Edward  the 
Third. — Robert  Bruce  did  not  long  furviye  thefe 
events.  His  health  had  been  wafted  by  the  pe<- 
rils,  fatigues,  and  diftreiTes  to  which  he  had  been 
expofed  in  the  courfe  of  his  wars ;  and  by  an 
inveterate  and  incurable  leprofy  ;  a  contagions  dif* 
temper  probably  introduced  into  Europe,  from  the 
tlaft,  by  foldiers  returning  from  the  ctufades  %  aiid 
which  was  unhappily  favoured  in  its  ravages,  by 
the  uncomfortable  lodging,  the  dirty  clothing,  and 
'  the  unwholefome  diet  of  the  Scots  of  this  Age« 
Peath  of  He  died  at  Cardrofs,  on  the  feventh  day  of  June, 
jrucT  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine, in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  the  twen* 
A.  D.  ty-fourth  of  his  reign.  His  body  was  buried  at 
Dunfermling,  befide  that  of  his  lately  deceafed 
fpoufe*. 

As  an  atonement  for  the  facrilegious  afiaffina- 
tion  of  Comyn  ;  and  for  the  guilt  which  he  had 

incurred 
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iscurred  by  his  long  and  obftinate  difobedience  to^,'*^!:'- 
the  authority  of  the  Holy  See,  as  well  as  by  the  ;^«nrsj 
ravages  unavoidably  committed  upon  the  eftates 
of  the  Engtilh  Clergy,  in  his  frequent  inroads  into 
the  ncurthern  provinces  of  England:  Bruce  had 
long  intended  to  aflume  the  crofs,  and  to  repair  in 
deroiit  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  whenever 
the  aflfairs  of  his  kingdom  would  permit.     The 
refolution  was  natural,  even  in  a  mind  fo  manly 
and  unenfeebled  as  bis,  at  a  time  when  this  pil- 
grimage was  univerfally  preached,  as  a  full  expia^ 
tion  for  every  crime.     In  his  laft  hours,  he  anxi- Douglas 
oufly  defired,  that,  after  his  death,  his  heart  atuk«'to 
leaft,  fhould  be  conveyed  to  Jerufalem,  and  depo.^°"^f/'^ 
fUed  at  the  Holy  Sepulchre.     The  gallant  I^o^g-fhe  hoi 
las,  his  old  and  faithful  companion  in  arms,  un-Laud. 
dertook  to  fulfil  this  laft  wifh  of  his  mafter.     R  an- 
dolph^  agreeably  to  the  parliamentary  fettlement 
which  had  been  formerly  made,  was  to  become 
Guardian  to  the  young  King,  and  Regent  of  the 
kingdom*. 

Robert  Bruce  is  one  of  the  mod  illuftrious 
names  that  have  been  preferved  in  the  records  of 
Iliftory.  The  train  of  his  life  and  aftions,  re- 
markably evince,  that  the  genius  and  charafter  of 
man,  are  formed,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  influ- 
ence 

♦  Barbour,  Bcok  XX  : — Foedcra  IV.  4cc?. 
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Sect.  I.    gn^e  of  thc  circumftaDccs  in  which  he  is  educate. 

Cu.  vni, 

wi«-v"Nj  Nothing  could  be  more  fickle^  faithlcfs,  irrefolute, 
and  idly  turbulent,  than  Bnice's  conduct  whai  he 
firft  entered  upon  the  ftage  of  public  affairs,  in  his 
opening  manhood.  What  great  quality,  except 
dcfperate  boldnefs,  did  he  difplay  in  the  frrfl:  luck- 
lefs  enterprize,  in  which  he  feized  the  Crown? 
But,  the  ftate  of  alnio(l  total  defertioft  td-which  he 
was  reduced  by  the  lofs  of  the  battle.^  Methven  ; 
the  perils  and  hardfliips  amidft  which  he  for  fomc 
time  wandered,  an  outlaw  rather  than  a  King! 
the  neceffity  under  which  he  then  found  himfelf, 
either  of  conquering,  or  of  perifliing  unhonoured 
and  uftpitied  ;  the  deftitution  under  which  he,  for 
a  while  laboured,  of  almoft  all  refources,  except 
what  his  own  powers  of  contrivance  and  concilia- 
tion, of  a£ting  and  fuffering,  could  furnifh ;  the 
rifing  fuccefs  which  began,  at  length,  to  crown 
his  efforts ;  the  intimate  conne£Hon  between  his 
own  private  interefts  and  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try, by  which  his  pcrfonal  ambition  was  neceflari- 
ly  exalted  into  patriotifm  ;  the  continual  vigilance 
and  enterprize,  which  became  neceffary,  that  he 
might  maintain  and  profecute  his  firft  fuccefles ; 
growing'  experience  ;  and  the  high  and  voluntary 
confidence,  which,  he  mufl  have  felt  with  pride, 
that  the  Scottifh  nation  at  length  ahnoil  univerfal- 
ly  repofcd  in  his  valour  and  his  virtues  :  This 
combination  and  feries  of  circumflances  and  e- 

ventj; 
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vents  in  the  fortune  of  his  life,  gradually  reftrain-^^^'^' J;. 
cd  the  levity,  tempered  the  ardour,  ind  concen- 
Iraifid  the  energy  of  Bruce*s  charafter ;  enlighten* 
..ed  his  underftaiuimg,  and  mtUowed  his  paflions  ; 
elevated  and  enlarged  his  foul  with  a  magnanimi- 
ty, allied  alike  to  heroifm,  and^to  wifdoin ;  foften- 
ed  hh  heart  to  pity  for  the  woes  of  others,  and  at 
the  fam^  time  ftrcngthened  it  to  bear  his  own; 
taught  him  to  difcern  the  true  interefts  of  his* 
country  ;  and  made  him  a  mafter,  aln\oft  unrival- 
led, of  the  arts  of  government,  and  of  war.  The 
humanity  with  which  Bruce,  like  Wallace,  was 
ever  ready  to  fpare  his  enemies,  except  amidft  the 
fury  of  battle,  is  another  illuftrious  inftance  prov- 
ing, that  valour  is  always  incapable  of  deliberate 
cruelty.  .  The  difmantlement  or  demolition  of  the 
Scottilh  ladles,  as  they  fell  into  his  hands ;  be- 
caufe  the  Englifti  alone  had  machines  to  batter, 
and  provifions,  arms,  and  treafure  to  ftore  in  them ; 
was  a  meafure  of  extraordinary  prudence  and  fore- 
fight.  Bruce  had  the  fortune  to  be  affifted  by  fome 
of  the  wifeft  and  braveft  men  of  the  Age  in  which 
he  lived ;  Douglas,  Randolph,  and  Walter  Ste\fr- 
art,  and  Edward  Bruce,  with  many  .others  who 
ferved  under  him,  and  whofe  charaders  had  been 
formed  by  the  fame  circumftances  which  faHiion- 
ed  his :  But,  only  when  guided  by  their  Sove- 
reign's prefence  and  counfcls,  did  thefe  illuftrious 
men,  entirely  avoid  errour  in  the  conduQ:  of  their 

militarv 
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Skct.  I.    military  expeditions,  or  in  the  civil  tranla^oas  in 
which  they  were  engaged  :  However  confcious  of 
their  own  merits,  they  never  failed  to  reverence 
the  fuperior  endowments,  ftill  more  than  the  fo« 
vereign  authority  of  their  King.     The  very  con& 
deration,  that  Brdc^  rofe  from  a  private  condition, 
to  a  throne,  at  a  time,  when,  even  to  maintain  po& 
feffion  of  a  throne  peaceably  inherited,  required 
extraordinary  talents  and  adiv  ity ;  would  be  alont 
fufficient  to  perfuade  us  that  he  mud  have  been 
one  of  the  mod  eminent  perfons  who  have  appear* 
cd  in  the  progrefs  of  human  fociety.     His  care  for 
the  reftoration  of  legal  order  in  his  dominions, 
and  the  excellent  laws  enafted  during  his  reign, 
are  not  lefs  honourable  to  his  civil  adminiftration, 
than  are  his  wars  to  his  military  talents.    It  be<* 
fpeaks  extraordinary  wifdom  and  worth  of  cba<^ 
rafter  in  him,  that  he  was  able  to  preferve  to  the 
laft,  the  attachment  of  fo  many  warlike  followers, 
whofe  fervices  had  created  his  fortune,  and  whom 
it  muft  have  been  impoflible  for  him,  to  reward, 
to  the  full  meafure  of  thofe  merits  which  they,  in 
their  own  eftimation,  poffefTed*     In  abilities,  Bruce 
was  certainly  not  inferior,  in  magnanimous  iote* 
grity  he  was  greatly  fuperior,  to  his  firft  formi- 
dable enemy,  Edward  the  Firft  of  England.     Of 
•all  the  illuftrious  men  who  lived  nearly  about  the 
fame  period,  only  his  fellow-countryman,  Wallace,* 
appears  to  have  pofTeffed  thofe  qualities  which  con- 
2  ftitutc 
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ftitute  true  greatnefs  of  charader.  in  a  more  emi-$«**'*- 

°  Ca*  VUL*  . 

nent  degree,  than  Bruce. 

By  his  firft  wife,  Ifabella,  the  daughter  of  Do- 
nald, Earl  of  Marre,  Robert  Bruce  had  a  daughter, 
Marjory,  who  died  before  her  father.  His  fecond 
wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Aymer  De  Burgh, 
Earl  of  U(fter,  bore  to  him,  three  daughters, 
Margaret,  Matilda,  and  Elizabeth,  and  his  fon, 
David,  who  fucceeded  him  on  the  throne.  He 
left  6ne  natural  fon  named  after  himfelf,  Roberta 
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Section  II. 

Hijlory  of  the  Labours^  KxcivLEDCEy  and  Exjor* 
Miyrs  of  the  Ixhaditants  of  ScorL.iXDj  during 
the  latter  fart  of  the  Thirteenth  Century^  and  in 
ihd  beginning  of  the  Fourteenth. 

In  the  p^-eceding  fedion,  we  have  purfued  the 
hiftory  of  the  Scottifli  nation,  through  a  feries  of 
wars  and  negotiations,  victories  and  defeats,  in\'a- 
lions  of  their  country,  and  expeditions  into  the 
territories  of  their  enemies,  truces  rcluftantly  con- 
cluded, and  foon  impatiently  violated,  grand  and 
tugged  virtues,  fierce  and  barbarous  crimes,  fuch 
as  fill  the  annals,  with  only  fome  flight  diverfities, 
of  almoft  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  for  the  fame 
period.  However  interefling,  by  the  wonderful 
energy  of  human  charafter  difplayed  in  them,  and 
by  the  continual  perils,  alarniirig  to  fympathy,  in 
which  we  have  feen  the  heroes  of  each  pafling 
fccne,  to  be  involved  ;  yet,  have  thefe  events,  as 
wc  advanced  through  them,  gradually  loft  much 
of  their  power  over  the  imagination  and  the  feel- 
in/rs ;  by  means  of  that  conftant  recurrence,  which 
llicy  exhibit,  of  a  few  fimilar  incidents  ftill  pro- 
ceeding from  the  /ame  caufcs,  and  terminating, 
with  few  variations,  ftill  in  a  fimilar  iflfue,     Wc 

flnl!, 
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fhall,  therefore,  relieve  and  enliven  attention,  by ^*^*"-^'- 
turning  to  examine,  agai/i  more  minutely,  what 
fort  of  men,  thofe  were,  of  whofe  fortunes  we; 
have  purfued  the  tale ;  what  arts  ihcy  praftifed  ; 
with  what  principles  of  knowledge^  their  minds 
T^ere  enlightened  ;  what  enjoyments j  that  country, 
arid  that  independence  afforded,  which  they  held 
fo  dear  ? 

I.  The  local  circumjlances  of  the  Scottifli  na-^^^'^^^'*'* 

•' '  cumltan- 

tian,  were  little  altered,  and  certainly  not  it  allccs. 
meliorated  in  the  progrefs  of  this  period.  The 
ftme  humid  atmofphere,  the  fame  chilling  climate, 
the  fame  fcowling  winds,  ftill  pre\'ai!ed,  without 
mitigation.  The  ^marflies  had  not  yet  been  drain- 
ed ;  the  fields  were  ftill,  almoft  univerfally,  unin- 
clofed  :  The  rivers  were  rarely  crowned  with 
bridges  :  The  forefts  were  indeed  gradually  more 
and  more  opened  up,  and  cleared  away  ;  yet  not 
by  ufeful  induftry,  or  to  give  place  to  cultivation  ; 
but  by  the  wafte  of  fuel,  building,  and  war*;  and 
to  abandon  ftill  more  and  more  of  the  country  to 
bleak  heath,  and  to  fullen,  noxious  moraffes  : 
Around  the  fhores,  were  no  fair  havens,  ^trtificially 
formed,  to  receive  perifliing  veflels  from  the  fury 
of  the  feas :  The  loftier  mountains  were  commonly 
for  two-thirds  of  the  year,  covered  deep,  on  their 
upper  parts,  with  fnows :  That  defolation  which 
was,  from  timfe  to  time,  fpread  over  the  country, 
by  the  ravages  of  war,  effaced,,  in  the  courfe  of 
VoJL.  II.  M  m  this; 


474  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IIL 

p'^J^-^  this  period,  many  of  thole  marks  of  cultivation 
which  had  been,  "before,  flowly  fcattered  over  the 
land :  The  caftles  and  walled  towns  lay,  almoft 
every  where',  in  ruins  ;  the  very  veftiges  of  the 
hamlets  and  cottages  of  the  peafantry,  were  def- 
troyed  ;  the  gardens  and  granges  belonging  to  the 
Clergy,  were  reduced  into  the  fame  wade,  ne- 
glefted  condition,  in  which  the  lands  of  the  laity 
ufually  lay*. 


tion. 


Popuia-  If  (he  population  of  the  whole  Scottidi  territories, 
might  be  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred  thoufand 
fouls,  in  the  comparatively  peaceful  reign  of  Alex- 
ander the  Third  ;  it  muft  have  been,  at  leaft,  pre- 
vented from  rifing  above  that  mimber,  if  not  re- 
duced cpnfiderably  below  it,  by  the  flaughter  and 
devaftation  of  thofe  wars  which  prevailed  almoft 
uninterruptedly,  from  the  acceffion  of  John  Balliol, 
until  the  death  of  Robert  Bruce.  When  Bruce 
led  armies  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men  into 
the  field ;  thefe  were  almoft  the  whole  military 
force  of  his  dominions ;  two-thirds,  at  the  leaft,  of 
all  thofe  who  could  bear  arms,  and  who,  in  the 
extreme  poverty  and  nakednefs  of  the  country, 
could  be  tolerably  equipped  for  the  fliock  of  battle. 
Few  remained  in  garrifons  ;  for,  to  avoid  the  ne- 
cclnty  of  this,  the  caftles  were,  for  the  moft  part, 
denioliflied.     Many  of  the  mcaneft  peafants,  who, 

in 

*  Fordun. — Blind   Harry  : — Barbour  : — Andcrfon's  Dt- 
ploir.ata  : — Rymer's  For Jeia,  pafilai. 
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in  more  quiet  nmes,  would  have  been  refufed  the^^^^'-^ 
^  honour  of  bearing  arms,  were,  by  the  nectflities  of 
war,  emancipated  from  their  metiial  toils,  and  cal- 
led to  the  glory  of  defending  their  country's  fiee- 
dom.  Even  the  Clergy  were,  in  various  inftances, 
prompted  to  violate  the  peaceable  charadcr  of 
their  facred  profeflion;  and  in  fupport  of  mea- 
fures  which  were,  in  an  eminent  degree,  direfted 
by  their  counfds,  to  gird  on  the  buckler,  to  grafp 
the  fpear,  and  to  rufh  intp  fcenes  of  death  and  car- 
nage. All  the  fame  circumftances  which  contri- 
buted to  wafle,  with  terrible  rapidity,  the  exifling 
population  of  the  kingdom,  ferved  likewife  to  hin- 
der the  wafte  from  being  abundantly  fupplied  by 
the  refources  of  marriage,  and  by  the  adolefcence 
of  the  rifing  generations,  Faminej  terrour,  and 
general  wretchednefs  neceflarily  chilled  and  blafted 
the  joys  of  love,  and  all  the  fweet  indulgences  of 
connubial  tendernefs,  Whenall  the  family  of  death, 
were  let  furioufly  loofe  upon  human  life ;  infancy 
that  fliould  have  advanced  to  recruit  the  ranks  of 
fociety,  was,  by  its  helplqfs  weaknefs,  the  mod  fa-  • 
tally  expofed  to  their  havock.  It  feems  impoflible, 
that  the  population  of  Scotland,  fhould  not  have 
been  fenfibly  diminifhed  in  thecourfeof  thofelong 
and  bloody  contentions  between  the  Scots  and  the 
Englifli,  which  were  terminated  by  the  Peace  of 
Northampton*. 

U 

♦  Eofdcm  quos  fupra. 


^ng. 
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SfCT.  II.  II,  Hunting  ^xiAJiJhing^  were,  efpecially  durir.g 
i^ABouRs  thib'  period,  two  of  the  moft  confidcr^ble  refources 
fJblft'''^  from  which  the  Scots  provided  themfelves  with 
^?";',, ,  A^^'  ^^^  devaftation,  and  the  neglefb  of  hufbaiul- 
and  fiih-  ry,  which  were  occafioned  by  inceffant  war,  iiecef- 
farily  reduced  the  inhabitants  of  the  wafted  coun- 
try, to  depend,  in  forae  meafurc,  for  fubfiftence, 
upon  the  precarious  fliifts  of  favage  life.  When 
Engliffi  armies,  invading  Scotland,  had  confumed 
thofc  ftores  of  provifions,  which  they  brought  with 
them  ;  the  tame  cattle  of  the  country,  where  any 
fuch  remained ;  the  wild  cattle,  the  deer,  and  the 
boars  'of  the  forefts ;  the  falmons  of  the  rivers,  and 
the  trouts  of  the  lakes ;  were  then  the  only  prey, 
by  the  ufe  of  which  they  could  fave  themfelves  from 
perifliing  by  famine.  In  his  firft  wanderings  upon 
the  Grampian  mountains,  after  the  defeat  at  Meih- 
ven ;  while  he  lurked,  as  a  fugitive,  among  the 
Hebudlan  ifles. ;  through  many  of  his  fubfequcnt 
viciffitudes  of  misfortune  and  fuccefs  ;  Bruce  was 
obliged  to  find  'provifions  for  himfelf  and  his  fol- 
lowers, chiefly  by  the  capture  of  fifhes  and  wild 
quadrupeds.-  Fowls  were  likcwife  objeSs'of  prey 
to  the  hunter  ;  bur  more  rarely  than  quadrupeds ; 
becaufe  they  coul'd  be  lefs  eafily  flain  with  the  bow 
or  the  fpear ;  and  becaufe  hawks  and  falcons  train- 
ed to  fowling,  were  rare  and  coftly.  The  wild 
boar  was  accounted  the  nobleft  animal  that  could 
be  purfued  in  the  chace  c  The  higheft  honour  was 
paid  to  a  gueft,  in  fetting  a  boar's  head  before  him, 
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at  an  entertainment:  The  reprefentation  of  a  boar'sSE<^T.  ir. 
head,  was  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhing  enfigns  of 
nobility  and  valour,  that  could  be  difplayed  on  xhe 
warriour's  fliield.  Wolves  and  foxes  were  alfo 
objects  of  the  chace  ;  but  not  frequently ;  and  on- 
ly,  in  fportive  trial  of  hardihood ;  or  when  they 
v;ere  unavoidably  encountered.  The  hills  and  fo- 
refts,  among  which  the  wild  quadrupeds  roamed, 
were  all  divided  among  different  proprietors ;  each 
of  whom  enjoyed  the  exclufivc  freedom  of  the 
chace,  within  his  own  domain^*  New  laws  were 
from  time  to  time,  enafted,  to  regulate  the  very 
important  right  of  falmon-fifliing :  Certain  terms 
in  the  year  were  carefully  fixed,  during  which  a- 
lone,  might  falmons  be  lawfully  taken :  It  was  or-  . 
dained,  that  the  cruives  and  yards^  placed  upon 
rivers,  to  intercept  falmons,  proceeding  up  the 
ftream,  fliould  be  conftruded  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
widtnefs,  between  the  bars,  as  might  permit  tlie 
fmalier  falmons  to  come  and  go  freely,  up  and  down 
the  river.  Salmons,  cut  in  pieces,  falted,  and  depofit- 
ed  in  barrels;  were  always  one  capital  article  of  the  . 

v^inter  ftores.  Edward  the  Second  of  England,  im- 
mediately before  one  of  his  firft  expeditions  into 
Scotland  ;  fent  orders  to  the  citizens  of  Berwick, 
to  provide  for  the.  ufe  of  his  army,  feveral  hundred 
barrels  of  falmons.  All  the  rivers  of  Scotland 
which  difcharged  their  waters  into  the  fea,  abound- 
ed in  thj?  excellent  fpecies  of  fiflies.  Shoals  of 
berrings   frequented   the  weftern  coafts.     Fiflies 

w^re 
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SicT.  IT,  -^ere  a  rcfource  againft  famine,  fo  much  the  more 
certain  ;  becaufe  they  could  not  be  exterminared, 
or  permanently  driven  from  thofe  (hores  >^hich  they 
were  wont  to  frequent.  On  the  northern  and  weftern 
coafts,  the  inhabitants,  even  in  peaceable  times, 
lived  chiefly  hy  hunting  and  fifliing.  On  the  eaft 
and  the  fouth-eaft  coafts,  indeed,  they  appear  to 
have' been  fomewhat  more  induftrious,  and  more 
civilized*. 

Domcfti-  Within  the  interior  country,'  the  people  of  Scot- 
whIs.  Tnd  ^^^^  were,  during  this  period,  remarkably  2ipa/iordl 
»anagc-   natiou.     Thofc  half  domefticated  animals  which 

meRt  ot 

rhcBu  they  poffeffed  in  the  greateft  numbers,  appear  to 
have  been  oji^en,  horfes,  goats,  fwine,  and  (heep. 
The  wild  aurochs  was  the  firft  variety  of  the  ox 
known  in  this  ifland,  and  in  the  other  north-weft 
parts  of  Europe:  By  the  Romans;  or  perhaps  from 
Spain  or  Gaul,  before  the  Roman  invafion ;  that 
famous  breed  of  miik-white  cattle,  with  brown  ears, 
were  probablv  introduced,  for  the  firft  time,  into 
Scotland,  wliich  have  been  but  lately  c:!ctermi- 
nated.  The  exigence  of  thefe  two  diftinS  races 
of  oxen;  and,  it  may  be,  the  occafional  intro- 
dudion  of  other  new  breeds ;  had  already  pro- 
duced a  confiderable  diverfity  in  fize,  colours, 

and 

*  Barbour  and  Blind  Harry  pafftm : — Ayloffe's  Calendar, 
P.  135.  140  :  — Rymer's  Fscdcra  III.  95: — An4crfon*s  Di- 
plpmata,  PI.  24.  and  i$  . — Statillical  Account  of  the  town 
and  parilh  of  Dunfcrmling,  &c. 
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and  ufeful  qualities,  among  the  cattle  in  the  hetds  ^bct.  it 
which  belonged  to  the  Scots  of  this  period.  As 
the  forefls  were  opened  up,  and  appropriated ; 
the  numbers  of  the  aurochs-r^ct^  had  begun  to  be 
gradually  diminiflied  :  When  other  oxen,  more 
gentle,  or  more  ufeful  for  the  draught,  or  for  their 
milk,  flefli,  or  hides,  came  to  be  preferred,  as  tame 
cattle,  to  the  beautiful,  milk-white  breed ;  thefe  laft 
were,  by  degrees,  abandoned  to  the  wild  life  of 
deer,  on  the  mouintains,  and  in  the  forefts.  The 
horfe^  originally  perhaps  a  native  of  Arabia,  has 
exifted  in  Britain,  moft  probably  from  a  time  not 
much  later  than  the  aera  of  its  firft  population  by 
human  inhabitants :  But,  fince  the  period  of  iheir 
firft  propagation  in  the  ifland;  until  the  Nor- 
mans  introduced  into  it,  their  modes  of  life,  and 
their  arts  of  peace  and  war ;  it  has  -not  appeared, 
that,  the  breed  of  horfes,  was  cultivated  or  improv- 
ed in  Scotland,  with  any  particular  attention  or 
fuccefs :  About  the  sera  of  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
Normans  in  England  ;  a  new  and  larger  race  of 
horfes,  were  imported  into  the  fouthern  kingdom; 
and  were,  within  no  long  period  of  time,  propagat- 
ed likewife  in  Scotland  :  On  an  horfe  of  this  race, 
the  full-armed  knight  was  always  mounted,  for  the 
tourneament,  the  fingle  combat,  or  the  field  of  ge- 
neral battle:  The  meaner  and  light-armed  horfe-- 
men  rode  upon  thofe  fmaller  palfreys  which  v/ere 
more  common  in  the  country,  more  cheaply  to  be 
purchafed,  and  more  eafily  fuftained  with  food: 
I  '  When 
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sectjl  When  Robert  Bruce  ilcw  Roger  Bohun,  on  the 
evening,  before  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  ;  Bruce 

,  was  mounted  only  on  a  fmall  palfrey ;  becaufe  he 
then  rode  about,  to  view  the  relative  difpofitions 
of  both  armies,  without  any  intentions  of  combat : 
On  ihc/tals  of  the  Kings  and  of  other  Scots  be-. 
longing  to  this  period  ;  the  figure  of  the  horfe,  on 
that  fide  of  the  feal,  on  which  its  owner  ^appears 
fulKarmed,*  on  horfeback  ;  feems  ufually  to  reprc- 

'  fent  an  animal  of  a  fize  and  figure  between  thofe 
of  the  modern  hunter^  and  thofe  of  our  middle-fizcd 
draught-horfe ;  and  this  was  the  war-horfe  of  the 
Scots,  in  the  end  of  the  thirteenth,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fourteenth  century. — GoatSj  whofe  cha- 
rafter  remains  always  between  that  of  wild,  and 
that  of  domefticated  quad-rupeds,  yet  more  nearly 
allied  to  the  former,  than  to  the  latter,  were  now 
more  numerous  than  rocs  or  deer,  on  all  the  wild- 
eft  Scottifli  mountains:  They  had  multiplied  great- 
ly in  the  courfe  of  the  period  immediately  prior  to 
this  :  The  fcantinefs  and  peculiarity  of  the  vegeta- 
ble fare  which  was  fufficient  to  nouriih  them  j  and 
the  utility  of  their  milk,  .flefli,  and  hides  ;'with  the 
fniallnefs  of  the  attention  requifite  in  tending  them; 
recommended  thefe  animals,  in  a  particular  manner, 
to  men  who  werefo  inexpert  in  all  the  more  complex 
and  painful  paftoral  arts,  as  the  Scots  of  this  Age. 
— Shcep^  as  well  as  goats,  appear  to  have  been  fo 
early,  diffufcd  very  generally,  over  the  face  of  the 
earth  5  that  it  has  been  impoffible,  to  difcover  wiih 

certaintv. 
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certainty,  in  what  country,  they  were  originally  S"T.ir. 
indigenous :  Since  the  acra  of  the  Roman  invafion, 
or  perhaps  fome  remoter  time,  fheep  had  been  a- 
mong  the  tame  animals  of  Scotland  :  Their  feeble- 
nefs  and  gentleftefs,  rendering  them,  an  eafy  prey, 
even  to  an  unarmed  fpoiler,  *  prevented  them  from 
muhiplying,  as   if  they   had   been   hardier,   and 
fiercer  or  wilder  animals :  But,  the  fingular  utility 
of  their  wool,  as  a  material  for  the  fabrication  of 
articles  of  cloathing,  brought  them  continually  into 
higher  eftimation ;   and  procured  to  them,   (till 
more  and  more  of  the  affiduous  care  of  the  fhep- 
herd :   Many  other  animals   affordedi  nourifhing 
flefh ;  while  (heep  alone  yielded  wool :  In  the  end 
of  the  thirteenth,  and  the  beginning  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  flocks  of  fheep,  were  confidcrably 
numerous  in  Scotland  j  although  lefs  fo,  perhaps, 
than  herds  of  oxen,  goats,  or  fwine. — Swiney  in  a 
wild  ftate,  were  among  the  firft   brute  animals 
that  entered  this  ifland  :  The  young  of  fome  of 
thofe  wild  fwine,  were  foon  caught,  and  domef- 
ticated  :  Throughout  Scotland  and   the   Scottifii 
iiles,  they  were  multiplied  with  great  diligence : 
They  were  a  favourite  part  of  the  animal  ftock 
fed  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  clergy,  regu- 
lar and  fecular :  The  forefls  of  oak  afforded  abun- 
dance  of  acorns  in  the  end  of  harvefl,  which 
ferved  to  fatten  the  fwine  for  flaughter  ;  Among 
the  other  foreft  laws,  was  a  regulation  fixing  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  fwine  of  the  inh^abi- 
YoL.  II.  N  n  tants 
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BicT.  II.  tants  who  dwelled  ia  the  environs  of  the  royal  fo. 
reds,  might  be  admitted  into  them,  in  the  proper 
feafon,  to  devour  the  maft*. 

Superior  Of  all  thefe  animals,  oxen  were  the  moft  fer- 
oxOT  and  viceable  to  the  Scots,  for  fubfiftence,  in  the  courfe 
horicf,&c.Qf  thofe  wars,  of  which,  the  events  have  been  re- 
lated in  the  foregoing  fefiion.  Retiring  before 
invafion,  they  drove  their  cattle,  with  them  :  the 
milk  of  the  cows,  was  their  richeft  and  mod  agree- 
able beverage :  a  cow  or  ox  was  quickly  llain,  .when 
ravenous  hunger  demanded  a  meal  of  fiefh  :  butter 
and  cheefe  were  luxuries  to  furnifh  out  a  feaft. 
Their  cattle  were  hardy,  like  themfelves ;  might 
be  driven  fuddbnly,  in  fpeed,  and  by  long  jour- 
nies,  to  the  mountains,  without  perifliing  by  any 
moderate  meafure  of  famine  and  fatigue ;  and 
were  of  a  middle  charader,  neither  fierce  and 
wild,  nor  incapable  of  fubfifting  without  continual 
feeding  and  protedion.  Mounted  on  their  fmall 
horfes,  and  driving  their  cattle  before  them,  the 
Scots  nearly  refembled  thofe  paftoral  nations  of 
the  North  of  Afia,  who  have,  from  time  to  time, 
colonized  or  conquered  the  regions  of  the  £aft. 
Weft,  and  South.  When  their  herds  of  oxen 
failed ;  the  goats  afforded  yet  another  refource. 
After  tliefe,  there  remained  nothing,  except  the 

chance 

*  Fordun.  paffim  : — ^L.  L.  Forefti : — Seals  of  Bruce  and 
others^  in  Anderfon's  diploznata»  &c.  &c. 
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chance  of  hunting  and  fifliing  j  for  flieep  and^^i^ir. 
tame  fwine  could  not  be  driven  about,  in  the  en- 
terprizes  and  efcapes  of  warfare, — They  had  dogs 
of  different  breeds  ;  but,  for  the  mofl;  part,  fero- 
clous  and  half-favage  ;  as  being  employed  only  in 
hunting,  and  tearing  wild  animals  to  death.  When 
the  men  of  Galloway  wiflied  to  find  the  fecret  haunts 
of'Robert  Bruce,  on  the  confines  of  Carrick  ;  they 
took  with  them,  dogs,  which  they  expefted  both 
to  difcover  him  by  the  fagacity  of  their  fmell,  and 
then  furioufly  to  purfue,  and  feize  him. — ^Poultry, 
geefe,  and  ducks,  as  well  as  hawks  and  falcons, 
were,  even  in  this  period,  bred  s^nd  reared,  with 
no  fmall  care*. 

At  the  unfortunate  aera  of  the  death  of  Alexan- 
der  the  Third, .  before  the  commencement  of  the 
wars  in  defence  of  the  national  independency, 
Agriculture  was  more  generally  and  Ikilfully  pur-Apicui- 
fued  in  Scotland,  than  it  had  ever  been,  before. '"^^' 
For  the  firft  three  or  four  harvefts,  which  followed, 
after  that  event,  the  labours  of  the  hufbandman, 
were  not  yet  greatly  interrupted,  or  fruftrated  by 
hoftile  devaftation.  The  eftates  of  the  Church 
were  ftill  the  bed  cultivated.  Not  only  for  the 
immediate  ufe  of  man,  but  for  the  fuftenance  alfo, 
•f  the  tame  quadrupeds,  were  the  toils  of  culture 

employed 

*  Barbour,  Book  VIL  XVIl.  Sec. 
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Sect.  II.  employed  to  multiply  and  improve  the  produftions 
of  the  gromid.  Parks  or  folds  were  inclofed  with- 
in low  walls  of  turfs,  or  of  loofe  ftones,  for  places 
of  paflure  and  fhelter  to  milk-cows,  horfes,  and 
iheep.  Meadows  were  divided  from  the  open  paf- 
turegrounds  ;  and  their  grafs,  mowen  down  Avith 
the  fcythe,  dried,  and  ftored  up  in  barns,  or  in  the 
open  air,  for  the  ufe  of  winter.  William  Bunnock 
had  been  engaged  to  furnifh  the  garrifon  of  Lin- 
lithgow, with  a  quantity  of  hay  ;  when  he  con- 
trived the  ftratagem  by  which  he  made  the  Scots 
mafters  of  the  caftle.  Meadows  are  commonly  one 
among  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  charters  of 
this  age.  For  tillage,  a  part  of  every  feparate  pot 
feflion,  was  fet  apart,  under  the. denomination  of 
the  Croft.  The  Croft ;  the  meadow;  and  the 
park^  fold^  or  waird ;  compofed,  all  together, 
what  was  called  the  it^eldx  The  outfeld  confiftcd 
ofmuirs^  moffcs^  and  woods.  The  dung  of  the  cattle, 
was  almofl  the  only  fort  of  manure,  that  was  com- 
monly laid  npon  the  croft.  Hardly  any  other  in- 
ftrument.  than  the  plough,  was  employed  in  the 
diiTerent  operations  of  tillage.  It  feems  to  have 
been,  in  its  conflruction,  nearly  the  fame  bs  the 
old  Scotch  plough,  which  fti!l  remains  in  ufe,  in 
feme  places  Oxen,  more  than  horfes,  were  ftiU 
yoked  to  drag  it ;  becaufe  the  more  fubmifllve  pa- 
tience and  fliiggiftinefs  of  the  ox,  recommended 
him,  rather  than  the  horfe,  to  the  fervice  of  auk- 
ward, 
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ward,  unfldlful  ploughmen.  Yet,  as  hocfes  werc^'CT.  il 
now  numerous  in  the  country,  they  began  to  be 
employed,  ftili  more  and  more  in  the  different 
works  of  hufbandry.  The  horfe  was  chiefly  ufed, 
however,  to  convey  burthens  of  corn,  hay,  or  other 
matters,  from  place  to  place,  upon  his  back.  The 
car  without  wheels,  was  much  more  commonly 
ufed,  at  lead  in  rudic  labour,  than  the  wheeled 
cart  and  waggon  which  we  now  employ.  Farms 
furrounded  with  fome  rude  inclofure,  and  cultiva- 
ted above  the  ftate  of  the  circumjacent  country, 
were  ordinarily  diflinguiflied  by  the  appellation  of 
granges  j  but  fuch  granges^  for  the  moft  part,  per- 
tained only  to  fome  garrifoned  caftle,  or  to  the 
monks  or  nuns  of  fome  convent.  Along  the  eaftern 
coafts,  as  for  northwards^,  as  to  the  Moray-Frith  ; 
the  harveft  was  fo  early  \  and  the  foil  of  the  culti- 
vated fpots,  fo  rich  ;  as  to  admit  of  wheat,  for  the 
principal  article  of  crop.  The  ancient  records  of 
the  abbacy  of  Elgin,  and  the  bifliopric  of  Moray, 
make  frequent  mention  of  wheat,  as  the  fpecies  of 
grain  which  was  then  chiefly  cultivated  in  thefc 
parts.  Barley  was  more  common  in  other  places. 
In  others,  and  upon  the  extreme  frontier  of  culti- 
vation, no  grain  was  fown,  except  the  fmall  grey 
oats,  which  is  ftill  the  favourite  grain  of  the  Hebu- 
dian  ifles.  Reaped,  and  gathered-into  the  barns, 
the  corn  was  then  tbrejhed  o\xi  with  the  Jiail  9  an 
ancient  Anglo-Saxon  implement,  which  has  long 

continued 
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gicr.  II.  continued  in  ufe,  without- undergoing  any  remark- 
able  change  of  its  conftruftion,  The^r^^;  ferved 
for  food  to  the  cattle,  for  litter  to  the  chambers 
of  the  great,  or  to  be  fpread  for  beds  to  the  poor ; 
and  for  various  other  ufes.  For  grinding  the  com 
into  meal,  there  had  been,  by  this  time,  a  number 
of  mills  eredled ;  fome  made  to  be  wrought  by 
horfes  or  oxen ;  others,  to  be  ^riven  by  wind ; 
but,  the  greater  number,  placed  befide  running 
dreams,  that  they  might  be  put  in  motion  by  the 
impulfe  of  water.  The  barley  was  almoft  all  ma- 
cerated into  malt ;  which  was  afterwards,  by  de- 
coftion  and  fermentatioq,  to  afibrd  the  exhilarating 
beverage,  ale.  In  feed-time,  and  in  harveft,  all  the 
meaner  inhabitants  of  the  land,  wherever  agricul- 
ture was  praftifed,  would,  with  one  accord,  apply 
themfelves,  for  a  few  days,  to  the  labours  of  low- 
ing, or  reaping.  During  the  intermediate  fea- 
fons,  the  toils  of  hufbandry,  were  almoft  wholly 
intermitted.  They  tnew  not,  to  preferve  a  field 
in  perpetual  fertility,  by  manures,  and  by  a  (kilful 
variation  of  the  fpecies  of  crop  ;  but  continued  to 
plough  up  the  fame  ground,  year  after  year,  and 
to  fow  it  with  grain ;  until  its  powers  of  nouriftiing 
vegetation,  appeared  to  be,  at  laft  entirely  exhauft- 
ed  ;  and  it  feemed  to  require  reft,  like  a  wearied 
animal,  to  renovate  its  ftrength.  The  management 
of  bees^  was  like  wife  an  objeft  in  the  rural  oecono- 
my  of  the  Scots  of  this  age  ;  for,  honey ^  and  mead 

brewed 
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brewed  from  it,  are  often  mentioned,  as  articles  Smt.ii. 
among  their  flores.  Several  fruit-bearing  trees 
and  flirubs,  appear  to  have  been  cultivated,  with 
increafing  diligence,  among  th^  gardens  and  or- 
chards, efpecially  of  the  Clergy.  Coleworts,  and 
leguminous  'plants,  were  the  only  pot-herbs,  that 
were  commonly  produced  in  the  gardens.  Al- 
though fuch  were  the  agricultural  oeeonomy  of 
thofe  parts  of  the  country  which  were,  at  all  fub- 
jefted  to  cultivation  ;  yet  muft  it  be  confefTed,  that,- 
in  a  general  view  of  the  whole  kingdom  j  the  cul- 
tivated lands  would  appear  to  be  only  fo  many  in^ 
fulated  fpots ;  fcattered  amid  ft  univerfal  bleaknefs, 
barrennefs,  and  favage  wildnefs  ;  as  are  the  Hebu- 
dian  ifles  in  the  Vcrgivian  fea.  In  the  progrcfs  of 
the  wars  of  Wallace  and  Bruce,  the  cultivation  of 
Scotland  neceffarily  became  ftill  lefs  and  lefs  :  The 
ufual  labours  of  feed-time  and  harvcft,  were  for- 
faken  or  interrupted  :  The  growing  corn  was  often 
deftroyed  by  enemies  fpoiling  the  land  ;  while  it 
was,  ^8  yet  green  and  ilnfit  for  ufe :  In  the  general 
diforder  and  diftrefs,  the  rights  of  property,  indif- 
penfibly  neceflary  to  the  proteftion  of  agriculture, 
ceafed  to  be  refpefled  ;  and  none  were  careful  to 
fow,  what  none  was  fure  to  reap  for  himfelf.  < 
When  Bruce  and  his  Parliament  fet  themfelves  to 
re-eftablifli  law  and  order  in  the  kingdom  which 
they  had  refcued  from  under  the  ufurped  domina- 
tion of  the  Englifh  j  they  found  it  neceflary  to 

enjoin. 
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rPT.  ir.  enjoin,  that,  the  Scottifli  foldiers,  when  fumrabned 

'^'"'^  out,  to  join  the  army,  fhould  not  any  longer,  at 

pleafure,  fpoil  the  granges j  and  feizc  the  corn  and 

other  provifions  of  their  fellow- fubjefts,  through 

whofe  lands  they  might  have  occafioiiKo  pafs*. 

Cookery.  The  fowls,  beafts,  and  fiflies,  the  precarious 
prey  of  the  fifher  and  the  hunter ;  the  milk  and 
the  fle(b  of  their  tame  quadrupeds  ;  and  the  meal 
into  which  the  grain,  the  produce  of  their  harveft, 
was  ground  ;.  were  prepared  for  food,  by  culinary 
artSj  extremely  fimple  and  unfeftidious,  Flefli 
was  roafted  on  wooden  or  iron  fpits ;  broiled  on 
the  burning  coals ;  or  boiled  or  fodden  in  boiling 
water.  Salt  was  manufadured,  particularly  along 
the  fouth-eaft  coafis  of  Scotland ;  as  appears  by  the 
care  with  vfhich /alt-pam  are  iftentioned  in  char- 
ters transferring  the  property  of  la^pds  in  thofe 
parts  ;  and  it  was  plentifully  ufed,  if  not  as  an  in- 
difpenfible  article  of  feafoning  to  animal  food  eaten 
frefli  J  yet,  as  a  pickle,  to  preferve  from  putrefac- 
tion, thofe  ftores^of  filh  and  flcfli,  which  were  an- 
nually provided  in  the  end  of  harveft,  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  winter  and  fpring.  It  is  even  probable,  that, 
falted  provifions  were  generally  preferred,  as  bet- 
ter, and  more  agreeable  food,  than  flefh  newljr 
flain,  and  unfeafoned.  Butter  and  rA^^  were  pre- 
pared from  the  milk,  and  equally  feafoned  with 

fait: 

•  Andcrfon's  Diplomau,  PL  24,  25.  43.44: — ^Ayloffc's 
Calcnd,  P.  126  ; — Ford.— Barbour : — Blind  Harry  ^ui,  &c* 
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fait:  Thefe  articles  made  alfo  a  confiderable  part^'crML 
of  the  winter  (tores :  Tithes  of  them,  were  eagerly 
fought,  smd  were  obtained  by  the  Clergy.  Flour 
and  meal  appear  to  have  been  kneaded  into  leaven- 
ed or  unleavened  loaves^  which  were,  toafted  in  a 
heated  oven  ;  or  fpread  out  from  dough,  into  thin 
cakes^  which  were  expofed  to  the  fire,  upon  zgrid^ 
iron.  Dinner  and  (upper  were,  probably,  the  only 
ftated  meals :  Breakfait  was  neither  a  general,  nor, 
even  with  thbfe  who  ufed  it,  more  than  an  occa* 
iional  and  hafty  refreihment,  fometimes  taken, 
fometigxes  neglefted :  In  the  fcarcity  of  the  necef- 
faries  for  fuftenance,  which  frequently  prevailed, 
during  the  wars  of  this  period ;  many  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Scotland,  were  often  reduced  to  ap- 
peafe  hunger  with  nothing  more  than  a  few  morfels 
of  putrid  fifh,  or  of  horfe-fle(h,  in  the  day.  The  flefh 
of  fwine  was  often  falted,  dried,  and  kept  in  referve, 
as  bacon.  The  Scottifh  camp  on  the  Were ;  in  the 
condition  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  Engliih  ; 
after  \t  had  been  cunningly  deferted  by  .Randolph 
and  Douglas;  exhibited  to  young  Edward  the 
Third,  and  his  foldiers,  a  curious  fpecimen  of  the 
homely  fare  and  fimple  cookery,  with  which  the 
Scots  could  content  themfelves,  when  they  were 
upon  a  military  expedition.  Their  leathern  bags, 
which  had  held  their  oaten  meal ;  their  kettles  of 
raw  hides,  fupported  upon  the  fire,  by  wooden 
Hakes  ;  their  wooden  fpits  clumfily  fitted  for  road- 
VoL.  11.  O  o  ing 


«9o  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  HI. 

*!fll"'  ing  the  flefli  which  they  did  not  chufe  to  boil; 
difcovered  a  fimpUcity  of  cookery  and  of  camp- 
equipage,  which  was  altogether  aftonifhing  to  the 
Englifh  and  the  Fleniifli  foldiers  of  Edward's  hoft. 
Nothing  was  to  be  feen,  of  thofe  cumbrous  car« 
riages  of  provifions,  and  that  complex  and  fumptu- 
ous  apparatus  of  cookery,  which,  even  in  this 
period,  were  ufually  required  to  accompany  the 
marches  of  the  French  and  Englifh  armies*  Wa- 
ter, milk,  ale,  and  wine,  with  little,  if  any,  ufe  of 
ardent  fpirits  ;  were  the  liquors  drifnk,  to  quench 
thirft,  or  to  exhilarate  convivial  enjoyment*. 

i),cft.  In  this  Age,  the  fafliions  of  drefs^  did  not  con- 
tinually change,  with  a  capricious  ficklenefs  and 
levity ;  as  they  were  afterwards  to  do,  in  the  dif- 
tant,  future  progrefs  of  refinement,  luxury,  and 
art.  The  impreilions  on  coins  and  feals  \  the  rud€ 
drawings,  embelliOiing  illuminated  manufcripts; 
figures  in  carved  wood  or  fculptured  flone,  orna- 
menting tombs,  cathedrals,  or  chapels ;  and  fome 
incidental  notices  in  the  few  records  in  which  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  times,  has  been  preferved  ;  are  the 
only  authorities  of  any  information  that  can  be 
gathered,  concerning  the  cloathing  worn  by  the 
Scots,  in  the  end  of  the  thirteenth,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fourteenth  century.  Their  garb  of 
peace  dill  differed  but  little,^from  that  of  the  old 
*  *  Anglo- 

*  Barbour: — Froiflart :— «DiploraaU,  PI.  24,  ij,  36,  3f : — 
Blmd  Harry /(j^.  « 
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Anglo-Saxons.  The  feet  and  legs  were  bare,  or'^^^J'- 
covered  only  with  brogues  or  boots,  made,  for  the 
moil  part,  of  raw,  undrefled,  hairy  Ikins.  In  the 
Scottifh  camp  at  Were,  the  Englifh  found  ten 
.  thoufand  pairs  of  brogues  made  out  of  raw  hides, 
and  rudely  ftitched  with  thongs  ;  the  hairy  fide  of 
the  hide  being  turned  inwards  in  the  brogue.  On 
his  feal,  of  which  the  impreifion  appears  upon  his 
written  deeds  ;  Robert  Bruce  is  reprefentediitting 
on  his  throne,  with  his  feet  bare.  As  yet,  that 
ufeful  fubdivifion  of  labour,  ^as  almoft,  or  altoge* 
ther  unknown  among  the  Scots ;  which  was,  af- 
terwards, to  feparate  from  the  employments  of 
agriculture,  pafturage,  and  war  ;  the  meaner  and 
fubordinate  works  of  weaving  cloth,  tanning  lea- 
ther, fewing  woollep  or  linen  garments,  and  mak*- 
ing  (hoes ;  and  which  was  to  diftribute  thefe  talks, 
as  fo  many  diftind  fpecies  of  occupation,  among 
different  claiTes  of  artifans.  In  every  family,  the 
women  fpun  wool  into  yarn  ;  xoloured  the  yarn, 
when  an  artificial  colour  yfi^  wanted,  by  tinging 
it  with  ^he  decodion  of  moiTes  or  x>ther  plants ; 
by  the  occafional  aid  of  fome  of  the  men,  wove  it 
into  cloth  ;  viaulked  this  cloth,  which  was  at  firft 
thin,  to  a  fufficient  degree  of  thicknefs,  by  long- 
continued  rubbing  between  the  hands ;  and  then, 
at  laft,  cut  and  fewed  it  into  the  garments  for 
which  it  was  intended.  A  dirty  white,  or  black ; 
either  of  them,  the  native  colour  of  the  wool ;  or 
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s^ctmi.  a  grey  produced  by  the  cominixture  of  wools  c/ 
thefe  two  natural  hues  ;  were  the  common  colours 
of  the  raiment  worn  .by  the  meaner  Scots,  in  this 
period.     Green  was  the  favourite  colour  of  perfons 
of  higher  rank.     Young  Selby,  fon  to  the  Englifli 
Conftable  of  the  caftle  of  Dundee,  is  related,  by 
Henry  the  blind  minftrel ;  to  have  provoked  Wil- 
liam Wallace,  by  telling  him,  in  (com,  that  it 
would  better  bec6me  fuch  a  pitiful  Scot,  to  be  clad 
in  rtiffet'grey^  than  in  goodly  green.     SbirU  or  other 
under-garraents  of  linen,  do  not  appear  to  have 
been,  as  yet,  worn  among  the  Scots.    The  ira- 
preffions  of  their  feals,  and  the  figures  upon  their 
coins,  reprefent  them  ;  with  the  feet  often  bare  ; 
the  hair  fhort,  and  in  fome  inftances,  curled  ;  a 
woollen  garment  next  to  the  ikUi,  which,  in  £ifhion, 
feems  nearly  to  refemble  one  of  our  modem  fliirts 
or  night-gowns ;  and.ab6ve  this  inner  garment,  a 
robe,  fimilar  to  the  plaid^  of  which  the  ufe  has  not 
yet  been  wholly  drfcontinued,  among  the  Scots. 
A  buckle  or  broach  aHetches  one  end  of  the  plaid^ 
which  is  flung  over^he  (houlder,  to  the  oth^r  which, 
after  pafling  acrofs  the  back,  is  gathered  iip  under 
the  oppofite  arm,  and  raifed  to  the  point  of  junc- 
tion, acrofs  the  breaft  :   A  belt  ot/o/B  confines  the 
interior  garment,  at^the  middle.     Under  armour, 
as  it  fliould  feem,  only  the  coat^  or  interior  woollen 
garment  could  be  worn.     The  drefs  of  the  women, 
^did  not  yet  materially  differ,  in  its  fafiiion,  from 
that    of  the  men.  'Some  richer  and  more  gorgeous 

fluffs 
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ftufis  might  indeed  be  imported,  for  the  ufe  of  la-f*^]^;;^ 
dies  of  the  higheft  rank  ;  and  it  was  natural,  that 
they  fliould  wear  their  hair  long,  rather  than  (hort; 
fince  they  had  not  occaiion,  like  the  men,  to  cut 
the  hair  (hort,  in  order  to  avoid  inconvenience 
from  It, in  combat.  The  drefsof  the  Clergy, being 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  church,  was  little  fub- 
jeft  to  changes  of  f?ifhion  ;  but,  remained  the  fame, 
in  this  periody  as  in  that  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded it*. 

During  that  period  of  the  progrefs  of  focialArchitee- 
life  in  Scotland,  of  which  the  hiftory  is,  in  this 
Book,  related ;  'Archite&ure,  military,  civil,  or 
ecclefiaftical,  was  little  pra£tifed  or  improved  a- 
mong  the  Scots.  Thofe  few  forts  which  the  Eng- 
lifli  ereded  here  and  there  in  Scotland,  were  no 
adequate  cgmpenfation  to  the  land,  for  the  many 
edifices  of  all  fort^,  which  they  furiouily  demolifli- 
ed.  Even  thofe  were,  with  the  other  ftrong  caf- 
tles  in  the  kingdom,  thrown  down,  and  razed  to 
the  foundation  by  Robert  Bruce,  when  he  had 
wrefted  them,  one  by  one,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Englifb.  Churches,  nionaileries,  towns,  hamlets, 
and  cottages  were,  every  where,  reduced  to  ruins, 
in  the  courfe  of  thofe  long  and  bloody  wars  by 
which  the  Scots  maintained  their  national  inde- 
pendency 

♦  Blind  Harry's  Life  of  Wallace,  Book  1.  Morifon's  Edi- 
tion : — Impreffions  of  Seals  in  the  Diplomata :— Fordun.^- 
Kymcr's  Focdcra  .-—Barbour,  &c. 
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f'^l";  pendency.  The  terrours  of  fuperftition,  although 
powerful  above  every  thing  elfe,  except  military 
force,  could  not  always  proteft  the  buildings  con- 
fecrated  to  religion.  Whatever  ftrudures  had 
been  ereded  by  the  piety  and  mitigated  barbarifm 
of  former  times^  if  not  deftroyed,  were,  however, 
in  many  inftances,  fuiFered  to  fall  into  decay. 

Yet,  even  in  thefe  times,  fome  dignitaries  in 
the  Church,  and  others,  zealoufly  repaired  a  num- 
ber of  the  ruinous  eccUJiqfiical  buildings ^  and  rear- 
ed various  new  ones.  William  Lamberton,  the 
patriotic  Archbifliop  of  St  Andrew's,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  epifcopal  incumbency,  repaired,  at  a 
great  expence,  the  feveral  buildings  of  the  monaf- 
tery  of  St  Andrew's.  After  he  had  been,  for  eigh- 
teen years,  Bifhop  of  this  See,  he  turned  his  care 
to  the  ftate  of  the  buildings  which  belonged  to  the 
biihopric ;  and  ere£led,  for  the  refidence  of  the 
Bifhop,  or  of  inferior  Clergymen  within  his  dio- 
cefe,  or  dependent  upon  hipi ;  at  St  Andrew's,  a 
fortalice^  or  ftrong  hirrcted  palace ;  at  Inchmui^- 
dochf  Monimeal,  Dairfy,  Torry,  Muckarty,  Ket- 
tins,  Monymufk,  Linten,  Laflwade,  and  Stow, 
meaner,  yet  decent  and  commodious  dwellings. 
The  fame  good  Bifhop  ornamented  the  cathedral 
church  of  St  Andrew's,  with  a  variety  of  curious 
decorations  in  carved  wood  j  for,  the  art  of  card- 
ing in  wood^  was  one  of  thofe  arts  which  were  prac- 
pfed,  in  this  Age,  with  confider^ble  artifice  and 

delicacy 
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delicaqr  of  execution,  although  without  grace  orSKcr.  h. 
elegance  of  defign.  Other  fimilar  works  were  ex-^ 
ecuted  by  other  churchmen.  Vaults  and  funeraU 
monuments  were  formed,  from  time  to  time,  to 
protect,  and  to  diftinguifh,  the  aihes  of  the  dead. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  period,  the  architecture  of  all 
Europe  began  to  become  more  elaborate,  quaint^ 
and  artificial  in  its  ornaments  ;  and  this  character 
did  not  fail  to  be  communicated  to  the  few  edifices 
which  were  now  built  or  repaired,  in  Scotland. 
Hewn  ftones  were  imported  chiefly  from  Caen  in 
Normandy.  Bricks,  of  which  the  ufe  and  the  ma- 
nufafture  were  now  common  in  England,  might 
be  alfo  baken  and  butnt  by  the  Scots,  or  imported 
by  them,  from  their  neighbours.  The  red  fand- 
ftone,  and  the  granite,  which  the  flrata  of  the 
Scottifh  rocks,  afford,  in  great  abundance  for 
building,  began  now  to  be  hewn  for  this  ufe.  Not 
only  at  Lochmaben,  but  alfo  at  Annan^  the  Bruces 
poffeffed  a  ftrong  cajtle.  By  an  infcription  upon 
a  ftone  lately  found  among  the  ruins  of  the  caflle 
of  Annan ;  it  appears,  that  this  caftle  was  either 
rebuilt,  or  partially  repaired  in  the  laft  year  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  Some  part  of  its  walls,  (lill 
(lands ;  and  this  is  of  vaft  thickneft  ;*  and  compo- 
fed,  partly  of  red  fand-ftones  which  appear  to  have 
been  rudely  polifhed ;  in  part  of  fmaller,  unpoli(h- 
ed  ftofbes^  chiefly  fchiflous  ;  while  the  mafs  is  ag« 
glomerated  by  a  cftnent  of  fiiel!-|ime  and  fand, 

which 


«95  HISTORY  Of  SCOTLAND.     [Book  lit 

»«cT^H;  which  has  been  hardened  by  time,  to  the  confiften- 
cy  of  a  rock.  For  the  cottages  of  the  peafants, 
fmall  wood,  turfs,  ftraw,  clay,  and  heath,  were 
dill  the  ordinary  materials ;  and  thefe  articles,  and 
this  deftinati^n  of  them,  were  commonly  mention- 
ed with  great  care,  as  being  either  granted  or  re- 
ferred, in  every  written, deed,  recording  the  tranf- 
ference  of  property  in  land.  The  barns  and  mills 
were  not,  in  general,  of  more  durable  materials, 
or  ftronger  archite£l:ure,  than  the  cottages  of  the 
peafantry.  The  few  bridges j  already  exifting,  or 
which  were  built  or  repaired  within  this  period, 
were  of  exceedingly  (Irong  mafon-work ;  having 
pointed,  elliptical  arches  ;  and  rifing  with  a  con- 
vexity of  the  upper  fuperficies,  which  made  the 
paflage  along  the*  bridge,  to  refemble  the  afcent 
and  defcent  over  a  hillock.  In  this  period  ;  and 
in  confequence  partly  of  the  demolition  of  fo  many 
of  the  larger  caftles  ;  partly  by  the  Englifh,  or  af- 
ter  their  example ;  were  a  number  of  fortalices^ 
peelsy  or  fmgle  towers,  builf,  in  different  parts, 
throughout  Scotland.  The  peels  of  Lochmaben, 
Linlithgow,  Gargunnock,  are  named,  with  others, 
in  the  records  of  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times.  Bruce^ 
after  he  had  reconquered  the  country,  tould  not 
refufe ;  even  to  thofe  of  his  nobles,  whom  he  would 
not  allow  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  him,  in 
flrong  caftles  \  at  lead  permiilion  to  ere£t  towersfor 
a  *  the 
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the  accommodation  and  proteftion  of  their  fami-Sicr.  lu 
lies.  In  the  ftate  of  poverty  to  which  it  was  re- 
duced by  long  wars,  Scotland ,  could  not,  in  the 
latter  part  of  Robert  Bruce's  reign,  afford  to  its 
inhabitants,  means  for  the  conftrudion  of  edifices 
fo  exteniive  and  ftrong,  as  the  old  Norman  caftles. 
Towns  were  ufually  fortified  by  a  wall  and  a  ditch, 
and  defended  by  a  caftle  :  Within,  the  flreets.  were 
irregular  ;  and  the  houfes,  mean,  and  without  uni- 
formity of  dimenfions,  afpe^,  or  ftrufture.  Whe- 
ther a  caftle  or  a  cottage,  every  dwelling  was,  on  the 
infide,  miferably  dark,  dirty,  and  incommodious  : 
The  wsdls  remained  bare,  without  decoration  or 
covering :  The  roof  was  often  without  a  ceiling  : 
The  floors  were  commonly  covered  deep  with  filth 
and  naftinefs  of  all  forts:  The  furniture  never 
confifted  of  more  than  a  fmall  number  of  the  moft 
neceffary  utenfils  and  means  of  domeftic  accom- 
modation ;  and  thofe  of  the  rudefl  kind*. 

The  nation,  fo  far  as  they,  were  accounted  Fr^^'-^ii^'fary 
men^  were  ftill,  only  an  army^  diftributed  over  the 
countiy,  for  their  fupport,  and  for  its  fortification 
and  defence.     As  the  different  degrees  of  their 

Vol.  II.  P  p  refpedtive 

*  Fordun.  L.  VI.  C.  44 : — Anderfon  Diplomata  Scotia?, 
PI.  24,  25  : — AylofFe's  Calendar  of  Ancient  Charters,  P, 
112.  146: — Barbour  and  Blind  Harry  paffim  : — Statiflical 
account  of  the  Parifh  of  Annan,  5cc.  &c. 
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Sect.  II.  refpcftivc  Wealth,  might  afford  ;  they  were  re- 
quired to  liold  theaifeives  in  continual  readinefs  to 
march  out  to  battle,  accoutred,  rerpedively,  in 
ligbty  or  in  complete,  heavy  armour.  He  who  had 
pcrfonal  property,  equal  to  the  value  of  one  cow, 
was  enjoined  by  a  law  enafted  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce,  to  provide  hir.> 
feif  with  a  bow,  and  a  quiver  containing  twenty- 
four  arrows,  or  clfe.  with  a  long  wooden  fpear, 
pointed  with  brafs  or  iron  ;  and  to  accuftom  him- 
felf  to  the  expert  exercife  of  thefe  arms.  Thofe 
whofe  pofl'cffions  were  equivalent  to  ten  pounds  in 
money,  were,  by  the  fame  law,  required  to  arm 
themfelves,  with  complete,  defcnfive  armour  for 
the  head,  the  neck,  the  arms,  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  and  the  hands ;  and  with  a  fword  and  a 
fpear^  as  their  weapons  for  offence.  The  Barons, 
and  the  Sherifls  of  the  counties,  were  appointed 
to  enforce  compliance  with  this  ftatute.  Confifca- 
tion  of  all  their  property,  was  the  punifliment,  to 
be  inflifted  on  the  difobedient*. 

'Artillery  FoR  ficges,  the  Scots  of  this  age,  appear  to  have 
^^  '  had  few  of  thofe  bulky  and  formidable  machines 
which  the  Englifli  employed  in  battering  the  Scct- 
tifli  towns  and  callles.  Not  that  the  ufes  of  the 
inflruir.ents ;  for  the  moft  part,  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  ;  which  were 
applied,  in  this  period  by  the  Englifn,   and  the 
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oihcr  nations  of  Europe;  could  poflibly  be  un-Secx.  n. 
known  to  the  Scots  who  fought  under  the  banners 
of  Balliol,  Wallace,  ancf  Bruce.  But,  the  Scots 
were  in  a  condition,  fo  niifcrable  and  deftitute, 
that  they  could  not  provide  themfelvcs  with  mili- 
tary engines,  fo  cxpcnfive,  and  difficult  of  conftruc- 
tion.  Of  thefe  engines,  the  moft  remarkable  ap- 
pear to  have  been,  ih^/ozu^  the  mangonel,  the  tri- 
bocky  with  feme  few  others  ;  intended,  all,  for  the 
purpofes,  of  fapping  the  walls  of  the  place  befieged, 
by  clofe  affault ;  of  battering  thefe  walls,  and  an- 
noying their  defenders  with  ftones,  darts,  or  ar- 
rows hurled  from  a  diftance  ;  and  to  cover  the  af- 
failants,  while  they  approached,  to  undermine,  or 
fcale,  the  walls.  Stratagem  and  furprize ;  not  the 
apparatus  and  the  labour  of  regular  affault ;  were, 
as  we  have  feen,  the  means  by  which  the  Scots  re- 
covered their  own  towns  and  caftles  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli.  In  their  attempts  upon 
towns  or  caftles  within  the  EnjjHih  territories,  they 
were  very  rarely  fuccefsful.  Scaling  ladders  were 
almoft  the  only  inftruments  ufeful  at  fieges  alone, 
which  the  Scots  were  ordinarily  wont  to  employ*. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  long  wars  in  defence  ofimprovc- 
their  national  independence,  the  Scots  of  this  pe-{Y,c"scot8 
riod,   however,  became  much  more  expert  in  the^"^'^^^^ 
military  art,  and  more  illuftrious  in  arms,  than  any  war. 
generation  of  their  anceftors,  had  ever  been.  They 

learned 
♦  WatriiGloffariumad  Matth.  Paris :— Barbour: — Yord.  f>qfftm. 
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Sect^ii.^  learned  to  reftrain  that  ralh  and  favaj^e  impetuofity, 
which  had,  before,  continually  hurried  theScottifli 
armies  to  fight  in  diforder,  and  at  a  difad vantage. 
Their  valour  became  cool,  fteady,  artful.  Their 
bowmen,  their  fpearmen,  their  cavalry  ;  but  efpe-* 
cially  their  diftinguifhed  warriours,  completely 
armed,  and  fighting,  fingly,  either  on  foot,  or  on 
horfeback;  were  perhaps  the  bed  foldiers  in  Europe. 
In  the  fpoils  of  every  fortunate  battle,  and  amongft 
the  military  ftores  of  every  caftle  that  they  reco- 
vered, they  ftill  found  new  fupplies  of  arms,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  accoutre  themfelvcs, 
continually  better  and  better,  as  the  war  advanced. 
The  Flemings,  and  the  French,  too ;  and  even  the 
Englifh  themfelves,  at  the  time  when  a  great  part 
of  this  nation,  were  in  rebellion  againft  Edward 
the  Second  j  appear  to  have  furniflied  arms,  toge- 
ther with  other  fupplies  to  the  Scots,  in  the  way 
of  traffic,  during  the  regency  of  Wallace,  and  the 
reign  of  Bruce.  Bows  and  fpears,  the  Scots  could 
make  for  themfelves :  They  had  fmilhs,  who,  al- 
though not  exceedingly  fkilful  or  expert  in  their 
art,  could,  however,  Iharpen,  or  otherwife  repair 
armour  that  was  blunted  or  (hattered  :  Commerce 
and  the  chance  of  battle,  fupplied  what  elfe  was 
wanted.  Man's  improvement  in  any  art,  is  ever 
in  proportion  to  his  opportunities  of  exercife  in  it, 
and  to  the  force  of  the  neceffity  or  defire,  urging 
him  to  acquire  it.    No  wonder,  then,  that  the 
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Scots  ;  contending  in  war,  fo  long  and  fo  earneft-SECTii. 
ly ;  oppofing  foes  fo  valiant,  fo  completely  armed, 
and  fo  well  difciplined  ;  having  no  refources,  but 
either,  on  the  one  hand  victory,  or  on  the  other, 
fervitude  or  death ;  fhould  have  advanced,  in  thefe 
circumftanees,  from  the  irre;;ular  warfare  of  fava- 
ges,  to  the  moft  (kilful  and  heroic  pradiice  of  the 
military  art :  No  wonder,  that  Wallace,  Robert 
and  Edward  Bruce,  Douglas,  Randolph,  Stewart, 
fliould  have  become  the  moft  famous  Knights  in 
Chriftendom  :  The  Scottifli  Parliament  had  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  to  refleft  ;  as  they  did,  when  they  ad- 
dreffed  their  eloquent  letter  of  remonftrance  to  the 
Pope ;  with  manly  confidence  and  exultation ; 
that,  their  fathers  who  had  yielded  to  Edward  the 
Firft  ;  were  in  comparifon  with  the  fons  who  tri- 
umphed over  Edward  the  Second  ;  men  not  lels 
inexpert  in  war,  than  unwife  in  counfel. 

It  is  remarkable,  however,  that,  although  war  Encamp, 
was  fo  much  the  bufinefs  and  the  paifion  of  the' 
whole  Scottifli  nation  ;  although  almofl:  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom,  was  now  the  fcene  of  fome 
battle,  inroad,  or  Ikirmifh ;  yet,  there  remain  no 
fortified  camps  of  either  the  Scots  of  this  period,  or 
of  their  invaders,  which  might  be  compared  with 
the  regular  and  fortified  encampments  of  the  Ro- 
mans, Anglo-Saxons,  or  Danes.  Every  diftrifl: 
ftill  prefents  various  camps,  which  are  known,  upon 

evidence 


302  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  III, 

sfct.ti.  evidence  fufHciently  fatisfactory,  to  have  been  form- 
ed, and  originally  occupied  by  one-  or  another  of 
ihefe  three  narion:)  laft  ipcntioned  :  But,  the  camps 
of  the  h'Cv  ppacuors  of  this  ifle,  muil  have  been, 
as  it  moulu  IcJiii,  more  irregularly  occupied,  and 
more  fiightiy  intrt;nched  ;  fmce  they  have  been, 
every  Vi'hcrc,  clfaccd,  aliv.ofl  as  entirely,  as  if  they 
had  never  hetn.  'I  he  country  was  now  opened 
up,  and  vrr.s  fo  much  knov/n  to  both  the  Scots  and 
the  Engliih,  that  they  needed  not  to  fortify  thcnx- 
fclves  in  ihcir  places  of  encampment,  with  the  fame 
anxious  fear  of  circumvention  sind  furprize,  which 
were  naturally  felt  by  ftranger  mvauers.  Having 
now  numbers  of  towns  and  caftles,  the  Scots  and 
Enpliih  felt,  on  this  account,  the  lefs  neccffity  for 
forming  fuch  temporary  fortifications,  as  thofeof  the 
camps  of  the  Romans  and  theNorfe-men.  It  may 
be,  too,  that  the  intrenchments  of  the  Roman  and 
Danifli  camps,  have  refifted  the  dilapidations  of 
time,  only  becaufe  the  country  was  not  occupied 
by  a  numerous  population,  fubdivided,  and  culti- 
varcd,  until  after  thefe  intrenchments  had  beea 
overgrown  by  vegetation,  and  ccnfolidatcd  by  the 
flow  and  filent  operation  of  nature :  While  the 
works  of  the  Englifh  and  Scottifh  camps,  being 
thrown  up  at  timies  much  later,  may  have  been  le- 
velled by  accidents  arifing  from  occupancy  and 
cultivation,  within  a  few  years,  after  they  were 
evacuated  by  the  armii^s  which  formed  them.   The 

field 
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field  of  Bannockburn  exhibits  now  no  conrpicuousSr-cT,  n, 
veftiges  of  intrenchments ;  nor. even  of  thcfe  pits 
which  were  dug  by  the  Scots, 'to  enfnare  the  Eng- 
llili  cavalry :  Nothing  now  remains  to  fliew,  tliat 
it  was  once  the  fcene  of  an  engagement  decifive  of 
the  fate  of  Scotland,  except  ih^t  Jione  in  which  the 
royal  ilandard  is,  with  fome  (how  of  probability, 
faid  to  hare  been  fixed,  during  the  battle,  fcvery 
other  fcene  of  the  fie^-es  and  battles  of  this  martial 
period,  is  almofl  equally  denuded  of  every  memo- 
rial or  relic  of  encampment  or  combat. 

PER.HAPS,  the  wars  in  which  the  Scots  v/cre  cn-Ndviga- 
p^aged,  and  the  general  train  of  their  national  tran,-^'"^"* 
faftions  during  this  period,  hrid  feme  tendency  to 
improve  their  dexterity  and  flcill  in  the  praftice  of 
maritime  affairs.  Their  voyages  to  Norway,  in 
order  to  negotiate  with  King  Kric,  and  to  bring 
home  their  younj^  queen,  couid  not  have  been  per- 
formed with  tolerable  fafcty  ;  if  they  had  not  been 
'  accuftomcd  to  fail  in  veflels  fitted  at  once  with 
oars  and  fails  ;  and  to  guide  their  path  on  the 
deep,  by  the  obfervation  of  the  ftars.  With  France 
or  Flanders,  they  could  not  have  had  that  ufeful 
inicrcourfe  which  they  api>ear  to  have  carried  on, 
during  thefe  times,  if  they  had  not  been  fufliciently 
acquainted  with  the  navigation,  at  left  of  the  Ger- 
man ocean.  The  expeditions  againft  ilie  people 
of  the  iile  of  A7/?;;,  and  into  Ireland,  could  not 

liuVC 
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f^^'J\  have  been  accompHflied,  without  a  great  number 
of  vcflels,  and  confiderable,  naval  dexterity  and 
Ikill.  Nor  could  theiiebudae  have  been  inhabited, 
or  retained  in  fubjedion  to  Scotland,  without  a 
continual  intercourfe  by  fea,  which  could  not  be 
carried  on,  without  many  veflels,  and  incefiant  na- 
vigation. The  long  wanderings  of  Robert  Bruqe, 
among  thefe  ifles,  in  the  moft  tempeftuous  feafon 
of  the  year,  affuredly  imply,  fince  they  were  per- 
formed with  fafety;  that  the  Hebudians  were,  even 
then,  as  ikilful  and  hardy  mariners,  as  they  are, 
now,  in  the  end  of  thj&  eighteenth  century,  when 
the  fame  perilous  and  various  navigation  could 
fcarcely  be  performed,  without  certain  fliipwreck. 
Even  in  thofe  early  times,  the  filhing  of  their  rivers 
and  fea-coafts,  appears  to  have  been  fo  diligently 
profecuted  by  the  Scots ;  that  this,  alone,  would 
be  fufGcient  to  make  a  confiderable  proportion 
among  them,  feamen ;  and  to  occafion  the  keep- 
ing up  of  a  great  multitude,  at  leit  of  fmall  boats 
around  all  Scotland,  and  amongd  its  dependent 
iflets.  Curraghs  of  a  fort  of  wicker-work  covered 
with  hides ;  veifels  fmaller,  although  not  frailer 
than  thefe,  and  framed  out  of  the  hollowed  trunks 
of  trees  ;  (hips  made  of  joined  planks,  and  open, 
although  of  no  inconfiderable  bulk  and  capacity ; 
and  other  (hips,  yet  larger  than  thefe  laft,  and  co- 
vered with  decks  ;  were  all  the  diftjerent  fpecies  of 
veflels  for  failing,  at  this  time  known  to, the  Scots. 
Thefe  they  paddled  or  rowed  with  oars  j  or  expo- 

fed 
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fed  to  be  carried  down  the  currents  of  rivers  ;  or  stcr.  \u 
fitted  with  fails,  that  they  might  be  driven  before 
the  wind.     Shipwrecks  had  been,  already,  fo  fre- 
quent on  the  ScottiOi  coafts ;  thai,  in  grants  of" 
lands  on  the  fea-fhore,  the  wreck  of  cargoes  loft, 
was  either  granted  or  referved,  with  fcrupulous 
care,  as  an  object  of  confiderable  value.     It  was 
from  the  Hebudian  ifles  chiefly,  that  Bruce  obtain- 
ed the  veflels  of  the  fleets,  with  which  h^  invaded 
Ireland^  and  the  ifle  of  Man.     In  a  charter  granted 
by  Bruce,  a  principal  condition  on  the  part  of  the 
perfon  in  whofe  favour  this  deed  was  executed,  is, 
the  fumifliing  of  a  fliip  with  forty  oars,  for  forty 
days  yearly,  for  the  royal  fervice.     From  an  epif- 
tle  addrefled  by  Edward  the  Second  of  England, 
to  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  it  appears,  that  fome  of 
the  adherents  of  Bruce,  who  had  fled  from  Scot- 
land, in  the  feafon  of  the  lowed  extremity  of  his 
fortunes  ;  having  retired  to  Flanders  ;  had  there 
equipped  fome  armed  veflels,  with  '  which  they, 
from  time  to  time,  fcoured  the  German  ocean,  in- 
fefted  the  Englifli  coafts,  and  feized  the  fupplies 
of  arms,  forces,  and  provifions  which  were  fent, 
byfea,'  from  England,  againft  the  Scots.     From 
all  thefe  fafts  we  may  fairly  conclude  the  Scottifh 
nation  to  have-been,  at  this  time,  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  a  feafaring  people  ;  the  Hcbudians  to  have 
been  more  entirely  fo,  than  the  reft  of  the  Scots  ; 
and  the  whole  nation  to .  have  neceflarily  more 
ftrongly  urged  to  praftice  in  naval  aflfairs,  than 
VoL.n.  (^q  they 
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sicT.  II.   they  ever  were  before ;  not  diverted  from  them; 
by  their  long  contention  with  the  Englifli*. 


Com-  Their  peaceful  labours  being  interrupted  by 

"**^"*'  war ;  and  their  country  fpoiled  and  laid  wade  :  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  could  not  in  this  period, 
furnifh  many  articles,  either  of  raw  produce ^  or  of 
Exports,  manufailurey  for  commercial  EXPORrATiOK.  Even 
the  wonted  remittances  of  money  and  other  goods 
to  the  Papal  Court,  were  ftridly  prohibited  by  a 
law  of  Robert  Bruce^  on  account  of  the  general 
poverty  and  diftrefs,  to  which  the  nation  had  been 
reduced  by  long  war.  Wool  was,  indeed,  almoft 
the  only  article  of  value,  which  the  Scots  could 
fpare,  while  their  neighbours  wanted  it.  Berwick 
was  the  fea-port-town,  from  which  the  wool  of 
Scotland  was  ufually  exported,  whether  into  Eng- 
land, to  Flanders,  or  to  France.  It  feems  probable, 
that  the  Scots  had  been,  about  this  time,  accuftom- 
ed  to  export  quantities  oifalmons^  and  perhaps  alfo 
of  herrings^  dried,  or  falted  in  barrels.  Edward 
the  Second,  before  coming  upon  one  of  his  expe- 
ditions againft  the  Scots,  iflued  an  order  to  one  of 
his  6fEcers  in  the  Scottifli  territories,  to  provide 
three  thdufand  falmons  from  the  Scottifh  rivers, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  which  the  King  was  about 

to  lead  into  Scotlandf . 

The 

*  Anderfon's  Diplomata,  PL  24,25.  7.  48: — Rymer's  Foedcra 
III.  230.  238  : — B*irbour  :^-Fordun. — Blind  Harry,  &c. 
t  Foedcra  III.  95  :— ^Statuta  Robert!  I.  &€• 
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The  imp^orts  which  the  Scots  now  received,  sict.  in 
appear  to  have  been  furniflied  by  their  neighbours  j^^j, 
of  England,  and  occafionally  from  Flanders, France, 
or  Italy.  Corn  was  imported  into  Scotland,  by 
Eiigli/h  merchants,  even  in  times  of  aftuai  warfare 
b»;twcen  -the  two  nations  ;  as  appears  from  letters 
ami  proclamations,  by  whjch  Edward  the  Second 
c'  England,  endeavoured  to  prohibit  this  illegal 
i:  ^v.rcourfe  of  his  fubjeQs  with  his  enemies.  From 
th'.lr  pfoedatory  inroads  into  England,  during  thefe 
wars,  the  Scots  ufually  brought  home  various  fpoiU 
of  cattle,  corn,  pulfe,  raiment,  and  armour.  In* 
vading  a  country  naturally  poor  and  barren,  and 
now  wafted  almoft  to  utter  defolation  by  the  long 
ravages  of  war  ;  the  EnglHh,  in  all  their  military 
expeditions  into  Scotland,  brought  with  them  large 
ftorcs  of  arms  and  provifions ;  which  were  partly 
confumed  by  themfclves,  but  commonly  fell,  in 
part,  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots.  For  the  ufe  of 
one  of  his  expeditions  againft  the  Scots,  Edward 
the  Second  enjoined  the  citizens  of  London,  to 
provide  to  him,  twenty  tons  of  honey  \  an  hundred 
tons  of  wine ;  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  un- 
fpun  hemp  ;  an  equal  quantity  of  hemp-yam  ;  an 
hundred  and  fixty  engines  for  the  difcharge  of 
miAile  weapons,  at  fieges ;  with  many  thoufands 
of  the  weapons  which  thofe  propelling  engines 
were  employed  to  difcharge  againft  the  foe.  When 
this  fame  Prince,  as  yet  only  Prince  of  Wales, 

wintered. 
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Sect.  h.  wintered,  at  Perth,,in  the  year  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  three ;  his  troops  were  fo  abundantly 
fupplied  with  wine^  that  a  gallon  of  good  French 
wine  was  commonfy  fold  there,  for  fourpence  of  the 
Scotiifli  money  of  that  time.  It  was  chiefly  wine  of 
Gafcony  and  Burgundy,  which  the  Engliffi  import- 
ed into  England,  and  by  confequence,  likewife  into 
Scotland.  In  times  of  fcarcity,  neither  Scotland  nor 
England  produced  grain  fufficient  for  the  fuftenasice 
of  the  inhabitants :  And  corn  was  then  anxioufly 
imported  from  Italy,  France,  Germany,  and  the 
countries  adjacent  to  the  Baltic  fea.  In  the  year 
otie  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-one,  Ge- 
tioefe  merchants  brought  into  Britain,  from  Italy, 
confiderable  quantities  of  oil,  honey,  and  grain* 
Neither  the  native  horfes  of  Scotland,  nor  thofe 
of  England,  were  of  that  fize,  Ihape,  and  vigour, 
which -were  the  moft  highly  valued  in  the  war- 
horfe :  And  the  Englifh,  while  they  .occafionally 
furnifliecl  the  Scots  with  .war-horfesy  were,  them- 
felves,  obliged  to  import  others,  from  time  to  time, 
out  of  Lombardy  znd  Sfiain.  The  merchants  of 
Genoa  and  of  Flanders  furnifhed  to  the  Scots,  their 
fureft  fupplies  of  arms  and  provifions,  through  alt 
their  difficulties,  and  wars  of  this  period.  To  pur- 
chafe  thefe  fupplies,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Scots 
ftripped  themfelves  of  all  their  gold  and  filver, 
and  of.  every  exchangeable  article,  of  value,  and 
not  of  primary  utility,  which  they  poffeflTed.     The 

pearls 
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pearls  of  their  rivers,  and  their  wool,  hides,  andS"i^iL 
falted  fifh;  would  be  very  infufficient  to  pay  for  all 
the  imports  which  their  neceffities  demanded.  Ed- 
ward laboured,  in  vaun,  to  hinder  the  Flemings 
and  the  Genoefe  from  carrying  oh  any  traffic  with 
the  Scots,  while  they  (hould  continue  to  refill  his 
ofurpation :  The  fpirit  of  commerce  knows  how 
to  elude  the  threats  and '  reftraints  of  defpotic* 
power :  The  Earl  of  Flanders  anfwered  to  Ed- 
ward's warm  remonftrances,  that  his  fea-ports 
were  free  to  the  merchants  and  failbrs  of  all  na- 
tions :  The  citizens  of  Genoa,  and  of  fome  of  the 
Flandrian  free  towns,  pretended  to  comply  with 
Edward's  requefts,  and  to  refufe  all  future  com- 
mercial intercoUrfe  with  the  Scots ;  but  do  not 
appear  to  have  denounced  any  fevere  penalties 
againft  any  from  among  themfelves  who  might 
ilill  find  it  profitable  to  trade  to  Scotland*. 

In  this  Age,  the  merchants  of  Germany  and  General 
Italy,' engrofled  the  traffic  of  almoft  all  Europe.  of^Europ?. 
While  Europe  had  funk  into  poverty  and  barba- 
rifm;  civility,  and  its  attendants,  opulence  and 
*  induftry,  (till  fondly  lingered  in  the  capital  of 

the 
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secT.  n.  the  Lower  Greek  Empire,  and  here  and  there,  a- 
round  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean  fea.  By 
intcrcourfe  with  the  Greeks  of  Conftantinople ; 
by  the  natural  advantages  of  their  own  localfitua- 
tion,  encouraging  them  to  induftry  and  commerce  ; 
by  the  neccffary  effefts  of  the  Papal  eftablilhnient, 
which  drained  the  wealth  of  the  world  into  Italy 

itaiinn     and  Rome :  The  Italian  dates  and  free  towns,  feat- 

******'  ed  contiguous  to  the  Adriatic,  became  commercial, 
induftrious,  and  opulent ;  while  the  Greek  Empire 
haftened  to  final  ruin ;  and  before  the  free  mer- 
cantile  towns  on  the  more  northern  coafts  of  Eu- 
rope, had  arifcn  to  any  confiderable  wealth  or  Urf- 
tinftion.  The  Moors  of  Spain,  for  a  time,  divided 
with  the  Italians,  the  commerce  with  the  Eaft. 
But,  while  thefe  laft,  gradually  declined  before 
the  prevailing  valour  of  the  SpanHh  Chriftians ; 
the  navigation,  and  the  transference  of  money 
and  other  wealth,  demanded  by  the  Crufades; 
gave  a  new  impulfe  to  the  trade  of  Italy.  Of  all 
that  Europe  wafted  in  purfuit  of  conquefts  In  the 
Holy  Land,  the  only  portion  which  was  not  wholly 
loft,  appears  to  have  been  gained  by  the  Italians. 
They  became  the  only  great  merchants'  and  tank- 
ers of  Europe.  They  fpread  themftlves  through 
all  its  kingdoms  and  ftates,  in  the  profecution  of 
their  traffic.  All  remittances  of  money^  from  one 
country  to  another,  were  commonly  made  through 

Eich*iis«-  their  hands ;  for  the  practice  of  exchange^  was  al- 
ready 
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ready  well  underflocd  in  Europe ;  and  kings  and  ^^«^^  ^^• 
ftates  were  accuftomed  to  forbid  the  transference 
of  money  out  pf  their  refpeftive  dominions,  other- 
wife  than  by  bills  of  exchange.  The  Genoefe  efpe- 
cially,  at  one  time,  nearly  monopolized  the  carry- 
ing trade  among  the  middle  and  fouthern  Europe- 
an nations.  The  revenues  of  Edward  the  Second, 
were,  for  a  tiftie,  farmed,  throughout  all  his  domi- . 
nipns  in  France,  England,  and  Scotland,  by  the 
Friscobaldi,  a  company  of  merchaqts  belonging  The  fV/jG». 
to  Florence.  Some  mifunderftanding  having  ari- 
fen  between  thefe  men  and  Edward  ;  they  abrupt- 
ly dcferted  his  fervice,  and  dole  privately  put  of 
his  dominions,  without  having  obtained  his  appro- 
bation and  difcharge  of  their  accounts.  His  anger 
and  revenge  purfued  them  to  Italy,  and  to  the  Pa- 
pal Court ;  wbere  one  of  the  partners,  was,  at  Ed- 
ward's requeft,  feized  and  cafl  into  confinement. 
But,  they  had  not,  as  it  fliould  feem,  greatly  injur- 
ed or  defrauded  the  Englifli  King ;  for,  he  was  ea- 
fily  induced  to  forgive  them,  and  to  declare,  that 
he  wiflied  not  the  prifoner  to  undergo  any-  corpo- 
ral punifhment.  The  Bardi  were  another  com- The  j?ary«. 
pany  of  Italian  merchants,  employed  in  the  receipt 
and  difburfement  of  Edward's  revenues,  during 
fome  part  of  the  time,  while  he  was  at  war  with 

the  Scots*. 

Even 

♦  Verri,  pajjtm: — ^Muratori : — Rymer's  Focdcra  II.   1042. 
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Sect.  !i.       Even  bcforc  this  time,  however,  the  inhabitants 
Trade  of  of  the  fea-poFt-towns  of  France,  Flanders,  and  Ger- 
FUnde«   ^^^7>  ^21^  bcgun  to  fliarc  the  trade  of  Europe,  with 
and  Gcr.  the  Italians.    The  Flemings  performed,  in  refpefl: 
to  the  northern  countries^  as  much  as  was  done 
by  the  Italian  traders,  in  regard  to  the  middle, 
and  the  fouthern  kingdoms.     With  Britain,  and 
cfpedally  with  Scotland,  they  began  to  carry  on  a 
greater  traiEc,  than  the  merchants  of  perhaps  any 
other  nation.  When  the  Danifh  and  Norwegian  pi- 
rates ceafed  from  their  ravages  j  the  Flemifli  and 
German  merchants  had  begun  to  navigate  thefe 
feas,  with  views  of  peaceful  commerce.  ^  The  Eng- 
liih  and  the  Scots  pofleiTed  not  even  the  exclufive 
carrying  traffic  o£  their  own  raw  commodities. 
The  mercantile  navigators  of  Portugal,  were  not 
unknown  in  thefe  northern  feas ;  although  their 
trade  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  coafts  of  the 
Mediterranean,     Italy  was  ftiU  the  principal  feat 
of  all  manufadures  for  merchandize.-^And  fuch 
feems  to  have  been,  about  this  time,  the  general 
ftate  of  commerce  and  induftry  in  the  maritime 
countries  of  Europe*. . 

Towns  oi  Jiaple^  markets,  fairs,  and  the  meet- 
ings of  the  people  upon  the  holidays  of  the  Church,- 
aflforded  the  neceffary  opportunities  for  the  tran- 
Staple      faftions  of  commerce.     Th^  iowns  of  Jiaphy  were 
town*,      thofe  towns  to  which  j  by  the  perihiffion  of  the 

I  fovereigns, 

*  Foedera  II.  1052.111. 70.- 108.  215. 386-7.402-3-4.760.770. 
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fovereigns,  within  whofe  dominions  the  towns  ref-^^^;^;"-  ; 
peftively  ftood  ;  and  by  agreement  among  the 
merchants  themfelves ;  the  merchants  of  different 
nations  were  accuftomed  to  refort  for  the  fale  and 
the  purchafe  of  certain,  known  commodities.  One 
town  was  the  Jlafle*  for  wool;  another,  for  wines. 
It  was  thus  known  among  the  merchants  of  Europe, 
where  each  particular  article  of  merchandize  was 
to  be  bought  .or  fold  ;  and  the  Jtaple  town  for  any 
commodity,  was,  of  confequence,  frequented  by 
all  who  wifhed  to  traffic  in  that  commodity.  The 
Kings  of  Europe,  contended,  who  fliould  moft 
faccefsfiilly  allure  the  merchants  to  fix  the  princi- 
^Jiafle  of  their  trade  within  his  dominions  :  For, 
taxes  of  cujiom  were  always  levied,  for  the  ufc  of 
the  fovereign  of  a7?^//e'-town,  upon  all  the  goods 
brought  into  it:  And  the  free  merchants  were 
wont,  themfelves,  to  fix  their  own  place  of  Jlaple^ 
wherever  they  could  the  moft  conveniently  meet, 
and  could  obtain  the  moft  fecure  proteftion,  for 
the  lighteft  expence  of  taxation.  Berwick  appears 
to  have  been,  about  this  time,  the  ordinary y?^/^/^- 
town  for  the  fale  of  the  wool,  and  other  exports  of  .  . 
Scotland.  When  the  Scots  and  the  Englifli  were 
mutually  at  peace  ;  the  former  were  fometimes 
permitted  to  carry  their  wool,  for  fale,  to  the  fame 
ftaple-iovfn  within  the  French  dominions  of  the 
Englifli  Kings,  which  was  frequented  by  the  latter. 
The  ftate  of  the  mercantile  intercourfe  of  the  Scots  - 
Vol.  II.  R  r  with 

*  StapUj  by  corruption  perhaps  ivomJtahiU  emporium. 
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Sectjti.  -^m^  foreign  nation3f  was,  in  this  peTiod,  confider? 
ably  infiueuced  by  the  arran^emients  of  the  mer- 
chants and  the  fovereigns  on  whom  they  depend- 

Markcts.  cd,  qonperping  the  j^^)>/^- towns.  Mark$U  were 
ftill  almoft  exclufive^y  confined  in  Scotland,  to  the 
royal  pr  baronial  bui:gh ;  were  protefted  by  the 
rulers  of  the  burgh  j  arid  afforded,  by  ta:j:es  levied 
upon  the  iales  made  in  them,  a  conftant  revenue 
to  thofe,  under  whofe  immediate  authority  they 

Fain.  were  held.  Fairs ^  were  originally  pious  affemblies 
pf  the  people,  on  holidays  of  the  Church;  but 
had  gradually  become  periods  of  traffic  and  ridtou$ 
feftiyity ;  and  were  flill  (celebrated  under  the  au« 
thority  of  the  Clergy,  to  whom  they  afforded  a 
'  foutce  of  income,  far  from  inconfi^erable,  Befide 
thefe,  almpft  ^very  religious  holiday  was  more  or 
lefs  profaned  to  the  purppfes  of  traffic.  At  the 
Jiapleiown^^  the  affj^rs  of  foreign  trade,  were  tranr 
fafted  :  The  markets  ferved,  more  particularly,  for 
the  ordinary  buying,  felling,  and  barter  of  com- 
mouities,  which  were  continually  neceffary  among 
the  inhabitant?  of  the  country  >  At  the/^/rj,  the 
commodities  imported,  were  diftributed  through 
the  knd  ;  and  thofe  things  which  could  be  fpared 
for  exportation,  were,  in  return,  collefted  for  this 
ufe.  The  fame  circumftances  which  held  the 
Scots,  during  this  period,  involved  in  conftant 
wars;  neceffarily  interrupted,Mn  a  g«at  degree, 
that  increafe  of  their  wealth,  that  excitement  of 
their  induftry,  that  civilization  of  their  manners  ; 

which 
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which  mud  otherwife  have  bJ^n  produced  by  thc^^^J\"' 
tranfadions,  and  the  intetcbtirfe  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  trade*. 

Mankind  havi  rarely  exifted  together  In  fbcie- 
ty,  in  a  ftate  of  Xuch  rude  fimplicity,  as  to  want  the 
uTe  of  mcctfures  to  enable  then!  to  diftinguifli  the 
relative  quantities  of  the  furfaccs  of  material  bodies ; 
or  of  ivvights  by  which  they  might  afcertairi  the 
comparative  gravities  of  different  pieces  of  matter. 
Without  weights  and  meafuresy  even  the  imperfedwcigTus 
commerce  of  general  barter,  could  not  be  longfurcs.  ^ 
carried  dn«     In  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  among 
almoft  all  nations,  there  have  been  certain  weights 
and  meafures  employed  ;  which  feem  to  have  been 
generally  borrowed  from  thofe  gravities,  thofe  ex- 
tents of  furface,  and  thofe  capacities  of  hollow 
veffels,  which  occurred  the  moft  conftantly  to  fa- 
miliar obfervation.     From  the   Greeks  and  the  Natural 
Romans,  do  the  barbarian  ancedors  of  the  inhabi-of  fuper- 
tants  of  modern  Europe,  appear  to  have  derived f^r**.™^' 
thofe  ftandards  of  weight  and  mea/urey  which,  with 
fome  combinations,  fubdivifions,  and  other  varie- 
ties,  we  ftill  continue  fo  employ.    And,  the  length 
of  the  foot ;  the  breadth  of  the  thumb ;  the  fpan 
of  the  hand  ;  the  length  from  the  elbow,  to  tha 
tip  of  the  middle  finger  ;  that  from  the  peak  of 
the  fhoulder,  to  the  fame  extremity  of  the  hand  ; 

the 

*  L*  L.  Bnrgorum  :— Ayloffc's  Calendar,  P.  143: — R7- 
mcr's  Focdera,  Vol.  III.  104: — Barbour  : — ForJun  : — Blini 
Harry : — Statuta  Robcrti  I.  &c. 
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Sect.  IT.  ^jjg  expanfc  of  the  out-ftretched  arms ;  the  ftride 
of  the  legs,  in  walking ;  all,  meafures  of  length  and 
diftance,  continually  before  the  eyes  j  have  been 
naturally  aflumed,  and  are  ftiU  applied  as  the  moft 
convenient  fubdivifions  of  lineal  furface ;  under 
the  appellations  offoot^  inch^fpan^  cubit,  ell, fathom^ 
pace.  The  minuter  meafures,  of  lineal  furface,  ^re 
but  fubdjvifions  ;   the  ampler,  combinations ;   of 

Of  cubic   thefe  primary  ones.     Meafures  oi  folid  ox  liquid 

™^  *^"  ■  contents  ;  fuch  as  the  pint^  the  quarts  the  gallon^ 
the  bujhel\  appear  to  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  forms  and  capacities  of  the  veiTels  in  common 
ufe  among  the  people,  by  whom  thefe  diftinftions 

Of  weight,  of  cubic  meafure,  were  firft  adopted.  A  grain  of 
corn  ;  zjione  picked  up  from  among  thofe  which 
were  the  mod  common  in  the  field ;  that  mafs 
which  the  human  arm  could,  not  by  a  flight,  and 
yet  without  a  drained  exertion,  raife  from  the 
ground  ;  thefe  were  probably  fome  of  the  firft 
natural  means  employed  for  the  difcrimination  of 
weights  ;  from  which,  by  combination,  by  fubdivi- 
fion,  by  imitation ;  by  a  thoufand  various  ways, 
accidental  or  artificial ;  almofl  all  the  other  known 
denominations  of  weight,  have  been  gradually  de- 
rived. Scarcely  had  the  Barbarian  conquerors  of 
the  Roman  Empire  learned  the  familiar  ufe  of  the 
Roman  weights  and  meafures,  at  the  time  when 
they  accomplilhed  their  own  eftablifhment  upon 
its  ruins.     But,  the  ancient  inhabitants  were  not 

every 
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every  where  exterminated  :   The  eaftern  empire  Sect.  ii. 
furvivcd  the  fall  of  the  weftern,  until  after  that 
thick  darknefs  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  which 
for  a  while  hovered*  over  the  kingdoms  of  Europe, 
had  begun  to  be  difpelled :   The  commerce  of  the 
fouthern  countries  of  Europe,  among  "themfelves^ 
and  to  the  eaftern  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean  fea, 
was  never  wholly  interrupted  ;  The  Clergy,  amidfl 
the  overthrow  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  were 
enabled  to  preferve  their  poffeflions,  privileges,  and 
modes  of  life,  in  a  great  meafure,  unviolated.     ByorigJn 
all  thefe  means  co-operating,  the  Roman  and  Gre- weight* 
cian  weights  and  meafures^  were,  with  fome  variety ^"^^^^""J^*" 
of  modifications,  retained  in  the  commerce  of  the"*^*^^™ 

£uropc. 

modern  Europeans.  They  were,  however,  diver- 
fified  by  the  influence  of  circumftances  peculiar, 
refpedlively,  to  each  commercial  nation  ;  and  this, 
in  regard  as  well  to  the  magnitude  of  the  natural 
and  ftandard  weights  and  meafures,  as  in  the  vari- 
ous combinations  and  fubdivifions  of  thefe  ftand- 
ards.  They  were  introduced  by  the  commercial 
nations  into  the  lefs  induftrious  and  more  barba- 
rous countries,  to  which  thefe  traded.  As  the  Ita- 
lians, the  French,  or  the  Flemings,  were  the  people 
who  traded  chiefly  into  this  or  that  country ;  the 
weights  and  meafures  of  one  or  another  of  thofe 
mercantile  nations,  became,  here  or  there  preva- 
lent. Commodities  imported  into  any  country,  at 
the  firft,  by  one  or  another  commercial  people, 
ufually  continued  to  be,  ever  after,  weighed  out, 

and 
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SrcT.  ir.  and  diftributed  by  thofe  divifions  of  wdght  which 
the  merchants  who  firft  imported  them  had  em- 
ployed. 

In  Britain,  the  French  and  Flemifli  weights  ob* 
tajned  the  moft  general  reception.  The  Ster- 
LING  weight  was,  about  this  period,  the  ftandard 
of  weight,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  at  left 
for  almoft  all  the  more  valuable  fuftances  which  were 
Britifli  weighed  in  commerce.  By  the  principle  and  com- 
^  *^  binations  of  this  ftandard  of  weight ;  thif ty-tcro 
fmooth,  unbearded  grains  of  wheat,  compofed  what 
was  called  one  pennyweight  ;  twenty  pennyweights 
m^At  ont  ounce  \  twelve  ounces,  one ^(72^71^;  eight 
pounds,  one  gallon;  eight  gallons,  one  hujhel ; 
eight  bulhcls  one  quarter  j  four  quarters,  one  ton. 
Of  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  fpecies  of  weights^ 
Sterling,  ^o  Very  probable  account  can  be  given.  Stir- 
ling fecms  to  have  been,  from  the  firft,  a  denomi- 
nation, not  of  coin^  but  fimply  of  weight :  and  the 
left  abfurd  of  the  opinions  concerning  it,  is  undeni- 
ably that  which  reprefents  it,  as  having  been  affumed 
to  indicate  the  eajiern  local  fituation  of  the  people 
from  whom  the  weight  had  been  borrowed.  For 
weighing  groffer  commodities,  fuch  as  fait  and 
wool,  the  Trom  weight,  already  known  in  Scot- 
land, feems  to  have  been  now  the  moft  commonly 
ufed.  In  meafuring  the  contents  of  vejfels^  the  gal- 
lon ofwine^  confidered  firft  as  a  weighty  was  taken 
alfo  as  a  pieafure ;  and  from  tliis  principle,  other 
I  vieafures^ 
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meafuresy  whether  of  dry  or  liquid  contents,  were  ^^^cr.  11. 
deduced  with  a  due  refpeft  to  correfpondent  weighu 
V/e  have  had  occafion  to  fiild  quarts^  gallons ^  and 
ions  of  wine  mentioned,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  hif^ 
tory  of  the  prefent  period.  Wine  and  ale  were 
ahnoft  the  only  liquids  that  were  carefully  diftrir 
biitcd  out  by  meafure.  Grain  and  flour  or  meaf, 
whether  diftributed  by  weight  or  by  meafure,  were 
|iow  more  commonly  divided  according  to  the 
proportions  of  the  TronCy  than  by  thofe  of  the  ge- 
nuine Sterling  ftandard.  The  Trone  j?c/2^-weightTronc. 
was  nearly  equal  to  half  the  Sterling  bufhel ;  the 
feckoi  the  former,  to  the  bufliei  of  the  latter  ;  the 
Trone  Ull  of  eight  pecks,  to  the  Sterling  quarter  5 
the  Trone  chaldron  of  eight  bolls,  to  two  Sterling 
tons.  The  Sterling  appears  to  have  been  the  mod 
ancient  we\ght  known  in  thefc  countries ;  but  by 
the  influence  of  the  Flemings  upon  every  thing 
connefted  with  trade,  in  Scotland,  the  Trone. 
v.eight  had  now  begun  to  be  preferred  here;  while 
the  old  Sterling  proportions  were  ftill  retained  in 
England*, 

TuE/quarey  or  fimply  longitudinal mt2if\ircs  nowscottiih 
applied,  among  the  Scots,  to  the  menfuration  of^/^j^^^' 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  were,  in  the  chief  in-**^'«»- 

fiances, 

*  Regiam  Majeftatem,  in  variis  locis  ; — Raftell's  CoUeaion 
rf  the  Englilh  Statutes, under  the  article  weights  andmeafureti'^ 
Minflicw,  Watts,  and  Skene,  under  the  word  Sterling : — ^An- 
dcrfon's  Diplomata,  PI.  24-  25: — Focdcra  III.  16.  &c,  &c. 
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gicTji.  ftances,  inaccurately  the  fame  as  thofe  which  had 
been  employed  by  the  ancient  Romans.  The  mile 
was  a  thoufand  paces  ;  but  thefe,  for  the  mod 
part,  only  guefled  at ;  rarely  or  never  afcer rained 
by  aftual  meafurement.  The  rood  confided  of 
eighteen  fquare  feet ;  the  acre^  of  four  roods. 
Lands  were  alfo  divided  or  eftimated  by  more 
carelcfs  and  indiftind  meafurement  and  computa- 
tation ;  diftributing  them  into  plough-gangs^  nierk- 
Meafurc-  lands^  pound-lands^  crofts.  The  plough-gang  was 
^!^,^  that  extent  of  arable  ground  which  might  be  tilled 
with  a  fmgle  plough,  within  the  ordinary,  annual 
fcafon  of  ploughing  :  The  merh-laxtd  was  that  ex- 
tent of  ground  which  afforded  from  the  free  far- 
mer to  the  proprietor  of  the  foil,  a  rent  of  one 
mcrk  in  money  :  A  pound-land^  was  fo  much  as 
was  eftimated  at  the  money-rent  of  one  pound. 
Such  meafurements  and  computations  were  necef- 
farily  uncertain  and  inaccurate.  But,  greater  ac- 
curacy was  not  demanded  for  the  divifion  of  lands 
which  were  naturally  unfertile,  and  had  been,  as 
yet,  but  little  cultivated.  Value  is  nicely  eftimated, 
only  where  it  is  wanted,  or  where  it  is  fondly  accu- 
mulated. Wide  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants  ;  producing  naturally  little  for  their 
fuftenance  ;  feemingly  incapable  of  being  brought 
to 'produce  more,  by  any  induftry  which  they  could 
cxercife  upon  it :  The  territory  of  Scotland  was  not 
of  fuch  importance  in  the  fyftem  of  life  which  the 
people  purfued,  as  to  require  more  Ikilful  and  af- 

fiduous 


Book  III:]     fflSTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  321 

fiduous  pains  to  be  now  employed  in  dividing,  and  s«ct.  il 
occafionally  meafuring  it. out.  The  lands  divided 
into  fmaH  portions,  among  the  burgeffes  of  the 
towns  ;  the  rich  fields  occafionally  acquired  by  the 
Clergy  ^  the  arable  grounds  in  general ;  might  be 
partly  meafured,  or  might  have  their  extent  incor- 
redly  gueffed  at ;  for  the  reft  of  the  territory,  the 
fame  care  could  hardly  be  deemed  neceffary*. 

CoiN^  although  ufeful  only  as  a  conveniently  state  of 
portable  and  transferable  fign  of  value,  was,  at  this^^^^^a 
time,  an  objeft  of  extremely  anxious,  public  care,*^J^j^^^ 
among  all  the  nations  of  Europe.     The  metals  °^«*i*- 
fuitable  for  coinage,  are  but  few.     Several  of  the 
mines  in  thefe  weftern  regions,  out  of  which  the 
ancients  had  been  fupplicd  with  the  precious  me- 
tals, were  now  exhaufted,  impoverifhed,  or  ne- 
glefted.     Here  and  there,  indeed,  gold  was  ftiil 
colleded  in  grains  among  the  fands  of  fome  rivers 
which  robbed  the  mountains   of  their  treafures : 
Afia  and  Africa  afforded  fome  portions  of  gold  and 
filver,  which  the  accidents  of  war  and  commerce, 
gradually  transmitted  into  thefe  '  European  coun- 
tries :   That  abundance  of  gold  and  filver,  which 
had  been  Once   diffufed  throughout  the  Roman  . 
Empire,  was  not  yet  wholly  wafted  or  loft.     But, 

Vol.  ir.  Ss  all 

♦  Anderfon's  Diploinata»  Plates  24.  25  1  in  which  are 
mentioned  acroj — marcates, — Libratarumy — iojiam  ;  in  which 
alfo  it  is  faid  ThoralJus  anhUSaconus  metasfintent^'-^antea  menfurata 
fuit^  of  a  .field  :— Ayloffc's  Calendar,  P.  x  14 :— Rymer's 
Foedera,  II.  ic2o. 


iza  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Boor  HI. 

SicT.  u.  all  thefe  refources  for  the  fubjefts  of  coinage,  were 
fo  fcanty ;  that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  filvcr,  in 
the  circulation  of  traffic,  had  been  long  becoming 
continually  lefs  and  lefs.  Much  of  thofe  quanti- 
ties^ of  the  precious  metals,  which  were  aftually 
poifeffed  in  Europe,  was  withheld  from  the  ufes  of 
trade,  by  private  avarice,  fear_  and  ignorance. 
The  terrours  of  war  and  unliable  government, 
the  impoftures  of  prieftcraft  and  the  abfurd  fol- 
lies of  fuperftition,  withdrew  from  time  to  time, 
large  portions  of  that  coin  and  bullion  which  had 
been  once^aftually  poured  into  the  mazy  channels 
of  commerce  ;  and. hid  them  ufelefsly  in  the  earth, 
or  vainly  confecrated  them  at  idolatrous  Ihrines 
and  altars.  Yet,  ftill  thefe  precious  metals  appear- 
ed to  be  omnipotent  over  the  ufes  and  the  neceffi* 
ties  of  life:  Their  fcarcity,  and  their  fa&itjous 
value,  gave  them  an  importance  greater  than  was 
attributed  to  almofl  any  other  commodity. 

scottifli  As  yet,  there  had  been  no  coins  of  ^old  ftruck 
in  Scotland.  Silver  was  the  only  metal  employed 
in  the  Scottifli  coinage.  This  filver  was  alloyed 
with  a  fmall  proportion  of  copper,  which  ferved  to 
give  it  the  neccflary  degree  of  hardnefs.  Of  the 
different  coins,  ftruck  at  the  command  of  Alexan- 
der the  Third,  or  of  the  Kings  who  were  his  pre- 
deceffors ;  a  cohfiderable  quantity,  which  had  been 
neither  deftroyed  nor  exported,  ftill  remained  with- 
in the  kingdom.     But,  thefe  became  gradually 

more 
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more  and  more  fcarce.  Want  of  new  coins  for?««''-  ^': 
the  purpofes  of  traffic,  or  perhaps  the  acquiiition  of 
feme  extraordinary  quantities  of  bullion,  produced, 
from  time  to  time,  a  neceffity  for  fucceffive  new 
coinages.  John  BalKoI,  even  during  his  fhprt, 
feeble,  and  inglorious  reign,  coined  filver- pennies 
of  the  fame  weight  and  purity,  as  thofe  coined  by 
his  predeceflbrs.  Almoft  all  the  Scottifh  coin  was, 
during  the  fubfequent  wars,  either  carried  away 
by  the  Englifli  fpoilers,  or  paid  to  flrangers  for 
thofe  arms  and  provifions  which  were  imported  to 
fupply  the  neccffities  of  the  Scots  fighting  for  their 
freedom.  New  materials  for  coinage,  were,  how- 
ever, obtained  from  the  fpoiling  of  the  Engliih,  at 
the  battle  of  Bannockburn,  and  upon  various  other 
occafions.  Robert  Bruce,  accordingly,  exercifed, 
among  the  other  rights  of  royalty,  that  of  ifTuing 
a  new  coinage.  His  coins  were  filver  pennies,  of 
the  fame  purity  of  metal,  as  thofe  of  his  predecef* 
fors,  but  fomewhat  lighter  in  weight ;  and  groats 
equally  of  filver,  and  each,  twice  the  weight  and  , 

nominal  value  of  the  penny.  Out  of  eleven  ounces 
and  two  penny-weights  of  pure  filver,  alloyed  with 
eighteenpenny- weights  of  copper;  former  monarchs 
of  Scotland  had  been  accuftomed  to  coin  only  two 
hundred  and  forty  pennies  :  But,  out  of  the  fame 
quantity  of  filver,  mingled  with  the  fame  propor- 
tion of  the  baler  metal,  Bruce,  on  account,  moft 
probably,  of  the  fcarcity  of  filver,  now  commanded 
po  fewer  than  two  hundred  and  fifty^two-  pennies 

to 
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Sect.  h.  ^q  be  coincd.  By  this  diminution  of  the  intrinfic 
value  of  the  coin,  the  royal  treafury,  and  thofe 
through  whofe  hands,  the  new  coinage^ryf  paffed 
into  the  circulation  of  trade,  would  neceffarily  be 
gainers.  For  the  tteia  and  lighter  penny,  they  would 
be  able  to  pufchafe,  within  Scotland,  the  fame 
quantity  of  any  commodity,  as  for  the  weightier 
M  penny ;  while  ftrangers  would  not  accept  the 
new  coin  in  payment,  otherwife,  than  with  a  due 
allowance  for  its  diminifbed  weight.  But,  the 
difference  between  the  intrinfic  worth  of  the  new, 
a&d  that  of  the  old  penny,  would,  by  degrees, 
come  to  be  univerfally  diftinguifhed  ;  and  the  cur- 
rent value  of  the  former  in  commerce,  would  then 
fall,  of  courfe,  to  the  proportion  of  the  filver  which 
it  contained.  It  is  probable,  that  the  frequent  in- 
tercourfe,  amicable  and  commercial,  which  the 
Scot$  carried  on,  during  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce, 
with  the  French  and  the  Germans,  might  firft  fug- 
geft  to  them  the  idea  of  coining  groats  ;  a  fpecies 

•roats.  ^^  coin,  at  this  time,  unknown,  in  England.  For-  j 
merly  the  commercial  dealings  of  the  Scots,  had ' 
been  more  with  the  Englifli,  than  with  any  other 
nation  ;  and  therefore  Englifli  money  alone,  had  j 
then  been  imitated  in  the  Scottifli  coinage.  Since, 
in  confcquence  of  their  wars  with  the  Englifh,  j 
during  the  prefent  period,  the  Scots  had  with  them  j 
little  traffic,  in  comparifon  with  what  was  now  car- 
ried on,  from  France  and  Flanders,  to  Scotland ; 
it  was  natural  that  the  ScottiQ\  money  fliould  no^ 

fc9 
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be  modelled  rather  after  the  fafliion  of  the  money  Smt.  il 
of  thofe  nations,  between  whom  and  the  Scots,  the 
chief  payments  of  money  in  which  thefe  laft  had  a 
fconccrti,  were  to  be  given  or  received •. 

Stesung^  originally  the  diftinftion  of  a  ftandard  ^^^%. 
of  weight,  only,  had  been,  by  an  eafy  tranfition,.a»  a  deno- 
communicated  alfo  tp  a  coin.  For  fome  time  im-S^coln?* 
mediately  previous  to  the  acceflion  of  the  Norman 
Princes  to  the  Englifli  throne,  filver  bullion  had 
been  weighed  out,  in  England,  to  the  coiners  by 
Sterling  weight  j  and  the  configuration  and  im- 
preflions  which  they  gave  to  their  coins,  were  in- 
tended to  indicate,  refpeflively,  not  only  the  purity, 
but  the  certain  Sterling  weight  of  each  particular 
piece.  About  the  time  of  the  accefGon  of  the 
Norman  Princes  to  |he  fovereignty  of  England, 
the  weight  which  had  been  commonly  ufed  at  the 
city  of  Troyes  in  France,  was  adopted  to  regulate 
the  coinage  of  England.  The  artifts  employed 
in  executing  this  coinage,  being  now  commonly 
Frenchmen,  as  well  as  the  fovereigns  by  ^feofe  au-  ';> 
thority  it  was  ftruck  ;  nothing  could  be  more  na- 
tural, than  that  the  weight  with  which  both  the 
one  and  the  other  were  bed  acquainted  in  its  ap- 
plication to  money,  fhould  now  be  preferred  to 
that  which  had  been  hitherto  ufed  in  the  Anglo- 
Saxon 

*  Anderfon's  Diplomata  : — Cardonnel's  Niimifmata  Sco- 
tlae : — SnclHng's  Scottifli  filver  coins: — Ruddiman's  Introduc- 
tion to  thp  Diplomata,  &c.  Specimens  of  the. coins  are  pre^ 
ferved,  and  have  been  fubraitted  to  my  infpc6lion. 
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*1lJ^  Saxon  coinage.  Bat  the  denomination  of  Sterling 
remained,  after  the  thing  which  it  originally  and 
properly  fignitied,  had  been  loft.  Applied  to  £ng- 
lifh  money,  it,  from  this  time,  fignified,  only  that 
this  money  was  of  the  legal  ftandard,  authorized 
by  the  command  of  the  King,  and  the  fandion  of 
the  legiilature.  The  firft  Scottifli  coins  were 
framed  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  England.  The 
firft  coiners  employed  by  the  Scottifli  Kings, 
appear  to  have  been  Frenchmen.  Hence,  while 
the  Troyes  weight,  was  made  ufe  of,  in  weighing 
out  the  filver  for  coinage,  and  in  regulating  the 
quantity  of  metal  in  each  piece  of  coin  ;  the  name 
of  Sterlings  was,  at  the  fame  time,  applied  to  the 
Scottijh  coinage,  with  the  fame  inaccuracy  and 
change  of  fignification  with  whi4:h  it  continued  to 
be  ufcd  in  diftinguilhing  the  money  of  England. 
It  was  fooft  to  be  confined  exclufively  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  coin,  in  confequence  of  the  debafement  and 
diminution  of  the  Scottifli  ftandardf  • 

proper-  The  value  of  the  money  of  this  period,  in  com- 
twco/  morce,  is  afcertained  by  the  recorded  prices  of 
l!^\lc  ^^^^  ^f  ^f^^f^  commodities  which  muft  have  been 
pcfrfl^iespriniary  neceflaries  for  fubfiftence.  A  hen  was 
valued  in  the  reign  of  John  Balliol,  at  the  price  of 

an 

•  Compare  the  Statute  of  Edward  the  Krft,  on  cotna^e^  with 
the  different  opinions  concerning  the  origin  of  the  term  Ster- 
Rftg ;  with  what  is  known  concerning  the  Saxon  money ;  and 
particularly,  with  what  is  dated  aboye,  concerning  the  $ter*  • 
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an  halfpenny.  A  gallon  and  a  half  of  ale,  were^^^^j^ 
fold  for  one  penny.  The  mediate  income  to  the 
clergyman  of  a  parifh,  was,  at  this  time,  ten  merit 
of  filver ;  the  merk  being  equivalent  to  two-thirds 
of  a  pound*  Such  was  the  abundance  of  French 
wines  brought  into  Scotland  by  the  Englifli,  that,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  three,  as  we 
have  already  feen,  a  gallon  of  Gafcon  wine  was  fold 
at  Perth,  then  occupied  by  an  Englifli  garrifon,  for 
the  price  of  fourpence.  Twenty  fliillings  a  week,  was 
the  fum  allowed  to  Elizabeth,  the  queen  of  Robert 
Bruce,  during  her  captivity  in  England,  for  the  fuf- 
tenance  of  herfelf  and  her  fervarits.  For  the  mainte^ 
nance  of  (ixtymen  at  arms,  Edward  the  Second  allot- 
ted to  John  de  Bretagne,  the  daily  fum  often  merks, 
while  de  Bretagne  aded  as  his  Lieutenant  in  the 
government  of  Scotland.  Th^  dowry  of  thePrin- 
cefs  Margaret,  married  to  King  Eric  of  Norway, 
was  fourteen  thoufand  merks  Sterling.  Lamber- 
ton,  Bifliop  of  St  Andrew's,  during  his  imprifon- 
ment  in  the  cattle  of  Winchefter,  had  an  allowance 
of  fixpence  a  day  for  his  own  perfonal  expence ; 
three  pence  a  day,  for  his  fervant ;  one  penny  one 
farthing  a  day,  for  a  boy  to  attend  him  ;  and  one 
penny  one  farthing  to  a  chaplain,  to  fay  mafs  daily 
in  his  chamber.  Two  hundred  pounds  Sterling 
was  thef  eftimated  value  of  a  cargo  of  wool,  em- 
barked on  board  a  veffel  of  moderate  fize*. 

But 
*  Rymcr's  Foedera,  II.  938, 1016.  III.  11.  II.  1079.  ^^^• 
362  : — Fordun. — Ruddi man's   Introdud^ioa   to   Andcribn's 
Diplomata,  &c. 
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Sect.  II.       BuT  in  the  coinage  of  Scotland,  in  the  begin*. 

Proper-    ^^g  ^f  ^^c  fourteenth  century,  only  twenty  or 

u^^thc  ^wenty*.one  fhillings  were  coined  out  of  the  pound 

Sterling    Troyes^  of  fine  filver :     And  in  the  end  of  the 

the  four-  eighteenth  century,  in  which  this  work  i$  written, 

ISd  that   fixty-three  Ihillings  of  lawful  Sterling  money  of 

dKhiccnth  Great  Britain,  are  coined  out  of  the  pound  Trayes 

century,    of  filvcr,  of  equal  jfinenefs.     The  fliilling  of  Scot- 

tifh  money,  was' therefore,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

fourteenth  century^  equal  to  thrice  the  weight  of  a 

Britifh  fhilling  of  the  eighteenth   century;    the 

Scottifli  penny  of  the  former  period,  to  three  pence 

of  the  Sterling  Britifli  money  of  the  latter  period. 

The  hen  for  which  an  halfpenny  of  the  coin  of 

that  age,  was  paid  in  the  beginning  of  the  thir« 

te^nth  century,  would  have  then  coil  three  half'- 

pence  of  our  prefent  money.    The  Bifhop  of  St 

Andrew^s's  daily  allowance  of  fixpence,  contained 

as  much  filver,  as  do  three  of  our  modern  fix* 

pences.     And,  fince  a  fowl  which  would  now  cod 

a  fhilling  of  modern  Britifh  money,  or  four  filver 

pennies  of  the  ancient  thon^y  of  Scotland,  might, 

about  the  year  thirteen  hundred,  be  purchafed  for^ 

the  eighth  part  of  that  fum  ;  every  Scottifli  penny 

mud  then  have  equalled,  in  its  actual  powef  over  the 

n^ceflaries  of  life,  the  quantity  of  pciwer  over  thefe, 

which  is  now  conferred  by  the  pofleflion  of  twenty* 

four  pence  or  two  fhillings  of  modem  Britifli  coin* 

Befides,  the  quantity  of  the  accommodations  of 

life,  required  or  enjoyed  ^by  each  Individual,  of 

whatever 
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whatever  condition  in  fociety,  was  then  fo  much^^-^T- "• 
fmaller,  and  more  fimple,  than  any  individual  in 
the  fame  (ituation,  would  now,  unavoidably  con- 
fume  ;  that  the  fame  penny  of  the  coinage  of  John 
Balliol  or  Robert  Bruce,  which,  in  its  power  to 
purchafe  the  neceflaries  of  life,  appears  to  have  been 
equal  to  the  prefent  power  of  twenty  four  pence  of 
our  prefent  money  ;  was,  in  truth,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  general  oeconoray  of  life,  equivalent,  at  left, 
to  three  times  that  fum,  or  to  the  ufes  of  fix  (hil- 
lings of  the  Englifh  coin  of  the  end  of  the  eigti- 
teenth  century.  A  coinage  of  one  thoufand  pounds, 
would  then  adequately  perform  the  fame  fundions 
in  ordinary  commerce,  which  feventy  two  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling  are  now  requifite  to  fulfil. 
Little  wealth  was,  as  yet,  accumulated  iti  the  ' 
country;  the  produftive  and  commercial  induf- 
try  exerted  to  augment  it,  was,  as  yet  but-  fmall : 
And  even  the  moderate  quantity  of  coined  filver, 
then  poffeffed  in  Scotland,  was  therefore  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  to  all  the  demands  of  trafiic.      * 

Such,  then,  Avas  the  ftate  of  all  the  arts  of  in^-Rccapitu- 
duftry  and  traffic  in  Scotland,  during  the  period ^^^'°"" 
which  extended  from  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third,  to  the  death  of  Robert  Bruce.  Hufbandry 
was  not  improved :  ArchiteSure  and  the  other 
arts  of  domeftic  accommodation,  appear  to  have 
rather  receded,  than  advanced :  In  the  praftice  ojF 
war  alone,  the  Scots  of  this  age,  became,  under 

Vof-.H.  *    Tt  the 
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Sect.u.  the  neceffary  influence  of  the  c:rcuraflance$  in 
which  they  found  themfelves  placed,  more  illuf- 
trious  than  any  of  their  anceftors,  or  any  contem- 
porary neighbouring-  nation.  The  commerce?  of 
the  Scots  of  this  period,  was  not  abfolutely  enlar- 
ged :  But,  being  excluded  from  their  ordinary 
trading  intercourfc  with  the  Englifh,  they  were 
driven  to  feek  jthofe  neceflaries  which  they  want- 
ed,  by  a  traffic  with  the  merchants  of  Germany, 
PVance,  and  Italy,  in  which  they  might,  otherwife, 
not  have  fo  eagerly,  or  fo  extenfively  engaged.  In 
every  country,  from  the  time  when  it  is  firft  occu- 
pied by  human  iahabitants,  till  thefe  attain  their 
utmoft  pjtch  of  opulence  and  civilization ;  there  is 
a  cbntinnal  accumulation  of  the  works  of  human 
The  in-  induftry,  and  of  thofe  produ£lions  which  nature  is 
crcdfcbf  taught  to  yield,  under  the  direction  of  men.  War, 
happens  tcmpefts,  famine,  or  peftilcncc  may,  for  a  feafon, 
ihaiiinU-blaft  the  fertility  of  nature ;  fruftrate  the  hopes 
and  labours  of  man ;  occafion  an  enormous  wafte 
of  thofe  productions  of  nature  and  the  arts  v^hich 
have  been  gradually  accumulated  around  him, 
and  in  his  hands.  But,  the  ancient  wealth  is 
never  fo  entirely  deftroyed,  as  ndt  to  leave  the 
country  which  has  been  once  pofleffed  and  cultiva- 
ted, more  fuitable  for  the  future  accommodation 
of  men,  than  if  it  had  never  before  been  fubjecled 
to  occupancy  or  culture.  There  was  in  this  pe- 
riod, therefore,  a  much  greater  quantity  of  ufeftil 
wealth  in  Scotland,  than  in  the  days  of  Malcolm 

Canmore, 


bitcd 
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Canmore,  or  of  any  monarch  that  reigned  in  Scot-S^rU. 
land,  before  the  time  of  AlexanSer  the  Third. 
All  the  ravages  of  the  wars  with  the  Englifh,  could 
not  utterly  deftroy  more  than  a  third  or  a  fourth 
part  of  that  accumulated  wealth.  While  the  rage 
and  violence  of  thofe  wars,  was,  in  the  latter  years 
of  Bruce's  reign,  gradually  more  and  more  relax- 
ed ;  the  waded  wealth  and  population  of  Scotland^ 
began  to  be  repaired  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that,  at 
the  time  pf  Robert  Bruce's  death,  the  general 
wealth  of  the  Scots,  in  hou/es,  cattle,  atmour,  rai- 
ment, (lores  of  provifions,  cultivated  lands,  money, 
and  uteniils,  was  not  greatly  inferior  to  what  it 
had  been,  at  the  acccffion  of  Margaret  of  Norway. 

III.  Knowledge  and  opulence  do  not  indeed  ad-  Kkow 
Vance,  hand  in  hand,  nor  always  with  equal  fteps. 
Yet,  they,  to  fuch  a  degree,  influence  one  another, 
in  their  progrefs  among  mankind  ;  that,  a  people 
eminently  enlightened  by  knowledge,  can  hardly 
ever  fail  to  have  made  great  progrefs  in  the  prac- 
tice of  all  the  arts,  and  to  have  accumulated  many 
of  their  productions:  while,  on  the  other  hand^, 
real  wealth,  confifting  of  abundance  of  the  necef- 
faries,  and  refined  and  complex  conveniencies  of 
life,  can  never  be  poffeffed  with  full  utility,  by  any 
nation  which  is  not  confiderably  diftinguiftied  for  icdgc  ad- 
profound  and  elegant  fcience.  .    With   the  aug-wlIhVhc 
mented' wealth,  the  enlivened  induftry,  the  exten-l^^^^jfl'^^ 
ded  commerce  otthfiJScots  ;  the  common  mafs  oi^^^^^^'^^- 

^^  '  ,    provcment 

their  ofinduftry* 
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secT\ii.  their  knowledge  was  unavoidably  increafed.  The 
experience  of  prior  generations,  although  imper- 
feftly  handed  down,  was,  however,  not  Wholly 
loft,  to  their  fucceflbrs  :  And  the  children  ftill 
added  fomething  from  their  own  obfervation  and 
experience,  when  they  taught  to  the  grand-children, 
what  they  had  themfelves  learned  from  their  fathers. 
It  is  in  the  known  courfe  of  nature,  that,  where 
extraneous  caufes  do  not  intervene,  to  *break  the 
ordinary  feries  of  events  ;  every  people  ufually  in- 
creafe  in  knowledge,  and  advance  in  ci\  ilization, 
in  proportion  as  their  national  eftablifhment  is 
maintained  for  a  longer,  and  ftill  a  longer  duration 
of  years.  In  this  period,  the  Scots  were  called 
into  gi-eat  tranfaftions,  and  were  urged  to  an  ex- 
panfion  of  their  faculties,  and  to  an  alert,  vigorous 
exertion  of  all  their  powers  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  they  ncceffarily  became  more  enlightened 
than  their  forefathers. 

Know-  ,  With  the  variations  in  the  courfe  of  the  feafons 
matcrhii  ^^  ^^c  ycar ;  with  the  diverfified  phaenomena  of 
the  winds,  rains,  and  fnows,  and  of  all  thofe  bo- 
dies which  compofe,  or  fluftuate  in,  the  atmof- 
phere ;  with  the  motions  of  the  ftars,  the  obferva- 
tion of  which,  was  neceffary,  not  lefs  to  guide  their 
nodurnal  excurfions  amidft  tracklefs  woods, 'and 
over  heath-covered  hills,  than  to  direft  the  courfe 
of  their  navigation  en  the  deep  j  with  the  tides  on 
iheir  ihoresj  with  the  natural  produftions,  and 

the 


nature. 
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the  exterior  afpeft  of  their  country  ;  the  Scots  of  sect.  11. 
this  age,  had  become  better  acquainted  than  their 
predeceffors.  The  knowledge  conneded  with  improving 
every  different  mode  of  life,  and  with  the  prac-^on/*^ 
tice  of  each  feparate  art,  was  now  .formed  into 
fomething  like  fjjlem^  in  the  minds,  of  thofe 
who  followed  or  exercifed  it.  By  the  hufband- 
man,  the  nature  of  grains  and  foils,  the  changes 
of  the  weather,  the  laws  of  the  feafons,  the  ufe  of 
agricultural  implements,  the  management  of  flocks 
and  herds;  were  regarded,  not  as  a  multitude  of 
infulated,  independent  facts ;  but,  in  combination, 
and  as  conjoined  by  relations  confecutive  or  col- 
lateral. AH  the  bearings  and  the  ties,  the  con- 
nexions and  the  dependencies  of  all  the  rules, 
appearances,  and  events  in  rural  oeconomy,  were 
indeed,  far  from  being  completely  known  to  the 
Scottifh  peafant  of  this  age.  But,  he  viewed  thofe 
fadts  which  were  within  his  knowledge,  not  with- 
out fome  fhare  of  philofophical  difcrimination,  un- 
confcioufly  exerted.  It  was  fo,  alfo,  with  the  ma- 
fon,  the  fmith,  the  artifan  of  whatever  mechanical 
art.  Man  can,  at  no  time,  contemplate  nature,  or 
mingle  in  the  fcenes  of  life,  without  feeling  his 
mind,  even  infenfibly  impelled  to  compare,  to  ab- 
ftraft,  and  to  generalize.  The  elements  of  what 
is  called  philofophy,  are  difcernible  in  the  reafon- 
ings  and  praftices  even  of  lavages,  in  thofe  pru- 
dential maxims  which  are  proverbially  repeated 

among 
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Sect.  II.  amoiig  the  vulvar  of  all  nations,  in  the  rules  and 
methods  of  the  mdft  illiterate  mechanic.  When- 
ever we  attempt  to  trace  an  unfeen  connexion  be- 
tween any  two  known  fafts,  we  then  philofophize. 
It  is  in  degree,  not  in  kind,  that  the  knowledge  of 
the  moft  profound  and  ingenious  philofopher,  dif- 
fers from  that  of  the  ignorant  peafant ;  the  litera- 
ture and  fciencc  of  the  moft  enlightened  of  polifh- 
ed  nations,  from  the  proverbs,  tales,  and  cuftoms 
of  the  rudeft  barbarian  tribe.  Whatever  know- 
ledge the  Scots  of  the  age  of  Robert  Bruce,  had, 
of  the  appearances  and  laws  of  material  nature, 
was  indeed  defe£hive  chiefly  in  the  uncertainty  of 
Its  particulars,  and  in  its  want  of  generalization 
and  fyftem  :  But,  even  of  general,  abftraA  princi* 
pies,  it  was  not  wholly  deftitute  :  And  the  obfer- 
vation  and  refledtion  df  every  fucceiSve  generation, 
were  continually  multiplying  and  extending  thefe 

fcientific  principles. 

« 

Military  In  the  arts  of 'war ^  we  h^ve  feen,  that  the  ikill 
ledge'  of  the  Scottifh  Nation  was  mightily  improved, 
while  they  fought  under  Wallace  and  Bruce.  That 
difcipline  which,  alone,  can  give  due  effeft  to  arm- 
ed valour  ;  that  armour,  without  which  valour  is 
neceflarily  feeble,  and  difcipline  ufelefs  ;  that  ferti- 
lity of  ftratagem,  which  is  the  happieft.  of  all  re- 
fources  amid  the  perils  and  chances  of  warfare;  that 
wifdom  in  the  choice  of  the  fitteft  times  £or  mili- 
tary 
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tary  expeditions,  of  the  moft  advantageous  fitua-^^cr.  n. 
lions  for  encampment,  of  the  moft  convenient  lines 
of  march,  which  is  one  of  the  higheft  qualities 
of  able  generalfhip  ;  All  that  implies  mafterly  and 
fyftematic  ikill  in  military  affairs ;  has  appeared 
among  the  Scots  of  this  period  in  the  utmoft  per- 
fe£i:ion  that  was,  in  any  degree  compatible  with 
the  miferable  want  and  diftrefs  to  which  they  were 
recJjLiced.  Never  before  this  time,  did  the  Scottifli 
rulers  fully  underftand  and  regularly  execute 
the  beft  plan  of  refiftahce  to  a  formidable  invafion; 
that  of  laying  wafte  the  country  before  the  inva- 
ders, and  retiring,  to  leave  defolation  and  hunger, 
to  fight  their  battles.  Artillery  alone ;  but  about 
this  time  firft  invented,  and  not  yet  generally  ufed 
or  known  ;  could  effeftually  batter  thofe  fortifica- 
tions which  the  military'  architedure  of  this  Age, 
was  (killed  to  crcft.  But,  during  their  wars  un- 
der  Bruce  and  Wallace,  the  Scots  acquired  all  that 
(kill  in  conducing  fieges,  which  was  compatible 
with  the  nature  of  the  fortifications,  and  of  the 
battering  engines  then  in  ufe.  And,  it  was  no  in- 
confiderable  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  gravity,  mo- 
tion, and  projeftion  ;  of  the  mechanical  powers  of 
matter ;  and  efpecially  of  the  qualities  of  the  hu- 
man character  j  which  fuch  fkill  implied. 

Was  it  poffible  that  the  Siots  Ihould  not  be- 
come more  fkilfulin  i\iQ  principles  of  commerce^  and 

navigation  ; 
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srcT.  11.  navigation  ;  and  better  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
commcr-  ftanccs,  avts^  and  manners  of  foreign  nations  ;  in  con- 
J^JJ^^^^'^'fequence  of  the  naval  expeditions,  and  of  the  com- 
mercial intcrcourfe  with  Germany,  France,  and 
Italy,  to  which  the  hoflility  of  England  now  ne- 
ceflarily  drove  them  ?  The  maritime  and  commer- 
cial knowledge  ol  the  Flemings,  the  French,  and 
the  Genoefe,  was  unavoidably  communicated,  in 
part,  to  the  Scots ;  while  during  thefe  wars,  the 
Scots  fold  to  thofe  nations,  ail  their  fuperfluities, 
and  fought  from  them,  all  their  fupplies. 

The  war*  In  timcs  of  general  opulence  and  civility,  when 
ri)d,  fa^*^  the  arts  of  peace  are  diligently  and  fuccefsftilly  cul- 
^o^hc^m-  ^^vated  J  wars  and  public  commotions,  arinng,-ne- 
jTrovcmcntyer  f^ii  to  arreft  the  advancement  and  the  diffu- 

pf  the 

knowledge  (ion  of  almoft  all  ufeful  knowledge.  But,  the  fa- 
scotl!  vage,  unlefs  when  at  war,  or  on  the  chace,  finks 
into  the  torpor  of  thofe  brute  animals  which  fleep 
during  the  months  of  winter  :  The  barbarian,  def- 
titute  of  all  but  military  virtues,  endures  with  im- 
patience, a  feafon  of  peace,  and  waftes  it  in  riot 
and  crimes.  To  a  people,  therefore,  who  are  as 
yet,  in  a  (late  of  barbarifm,  the  feafon  of  war,  of 
political  convulfion,  of  public  danger,  is  the  only 
feafon  of  the  improvement  of  knowledge,  and  oi 
the  invigoration  and  expanfion  of  mind.  The 
foul  is  then  violently  roufed  to  put  forth  all  its  fa- 
culties ;  invention  becomes  vivid,  and  elaftic ;  the 

experience 
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experience  of  a  fingle  year  employed  in  the  enter- s=ct.  n. 
prizes  of  war,  is  more  than  equal  to  the  experience 
of  many  years  fl  umbered  away  in  the  lethargy  of 
peace.  Amidft  thofe  wars  which  threatened  almofl 
to  exterminate  them  from  their  land,  the  Scots 
gained  much  more  new  knowledge  of  nature  and 
of  life,  than  they  could  poffibly  have  acquired 
within  the  fame  period  of  public  and  domeftic 
tranquillity,  uulefs  their  manners  had  been  before 
more  perfeftly  civilized,  and  their  induftry  more 
alert  and  affiduous;  In  common  life,  adverfity,  fo 
often  obferved  to  be  the  beft  nurfe  of  virtue,  proves 
fuch,  only  becaufe,  were  it  not  for  her  preffure, 
the  feafon  of  exertion  and  improvement,  might  be 
wafted  in  vice  or  folly.  And,  in  the  fame  manner, 
the  Scots  erf  the  Age  of  Bruce  and  Wallace,  had 
their  minds  much  more  enlarged  by  their  warfare 
with  the  Englifli,  than  if  they  had  then  lived  in 
peace ;  not  from  any  peculiar  and  neceffary  ten- 
dency in  war  abfolutely  confidered,  rather. than  in 
peace,  to  fill  the  foul  with  new  knowledge  ;  but 
becaufe,  had  k  not  been  for  the  urgent  impulfe  of 
war,  the  time  would  have  been  fpent,  without  ex- 
ertion or  improvement,  by  men  who  were  ftill  too 
barbarous  to  engage  fpontan'eoufly  in  the  calm 
purfuits  of  fcience  or  elegant  art. 


Vol.  IL  U  u  Not 
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SccT^iL       Not  only  was  the  knowledge  of  the  ScottUh 
Know,     nation,  confiderably  augmented  during  thefe  wars; 
mo?e  "c-  ^"^  ^^^^  knowledge  was,  at  the  fame  tim^  more 
dTf  ^     generally  diffufed  among  all  claffes  in  the  conuxm- 
among  all  nity,  than  it  might  otherwife  have  been*     The 
this  time,  priefl  and  the  layman,  the  baron  and  the  feirile 
Iny^for-    P^afant,  were  familiarly  afibciated  together,  amid 
^^  ^'    their  common  diitreflfes  and  dangers.     Rank  was 
annihilated,  in  feme  meafure,  by  the  general  cala^ 
mity.     The  manners  of  the  high,  and  thofe  of  the 
low,  were  affimilated  by  their  mutual  conrcrfe^ 
All  diftinftions  ceafed,  fave  thofe  of  valour,  wit 
dom,  and  virtue.     In  thefe  circumftanccs,   that 
knowledge  which  was  adually  ^ofiefled  in  the  na- 
tion, could  not  be  eafily  confined  to  any  one  cqfi 
or  clafs.     While  Priefts  and  Bifhops  became  war- 
riours ;  the  Knights  and  Barons  (hewed  themfelves, 
on  various  inftances,  to  be  not  unacquainted  with 
whatever  was  valuable  in  the  little  learning  of  the 
ecclefiaftics.     Peafants,  emancipated  from  the  fer* 
vility  of  their  native  condition,  fuccefsfuUy  afpired 
to  emulate  all'the  great  qualities  of  the  moft  illuf- 
trious  of  their  Lords.     At  no  former  period  in  the 
hiflory  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  had  fo  many  perfons 
advanced  thcmfelves  by  generous  exertion,  from 
meannefs  to  dignity  ;  and  this  could  happen,  only 
in  confequence  of  opportunities  being  afforded  to 
the  mean  by  the  neceffities  of  the  times,  through 
which  they  might  acquire  the  fame  enlargement  of 

mind 
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mind  that  diftinguifhed  thofe  who  were  truly  great.  ^■^^-  "• 
Wallace  bimfelf  rofe  from  a  condition,  in  which, 
in  other  times,  he  could  hardly  have  acquired  the 
great  qualities  he  difplayed*  Several  of  his  moil 
faithful  and  mod  intelligent  friends  and  followers, 
were  men  whofe  fathers  had  perhaps  never  been 
honoured  with  perraiilion  to  bear  arms.  Amid 
the  misfortunes  of  Edward  Bruce's  expedition  into 
Ireland,  Gilbert  Harper,  JohnThomfon,  and  others, 
who  appear  to  have  been  of  low,  plebeian  rank, 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  herolfm  and  enlighten- 
ed prudence,  fcarcely  inferior  to  the  magnanimity 
and  wifdom  of  Robert  Bruce  himfelf,  and  the  mod 
ilhifbious  of  his  noble  companions.  Bunnock  and 
French,  in  the  capture  of  the  caftles  of  Edinburgh 
and  Linlithgow,  difcovered  a  fertility  of  happy 
ftratagem,  fuch  as  only  minds  uncommonly  vigo- 
rous and  a^ive,  could  be  capable  of.  All  thefe 
fads,  and  a  multiplicity  of  others,  concur  to  evince, 
that  the  fame  circumflances  which,  at  this  period, 
contributed  to  equal  the  peafants  in  danger  and 
daring,  with  their  Lords  ;  ferved  likewife  to  exalt 
many  of  them,  to  an  equal  pitch  of  knowledge  and 
enlargement  of  mind  *. 

In  this  manner  -was  the  acquaintance  of  theR^capitu- 
Scots,  contemporaries  of  Bruce  and  Wallace,  with^*^**^"*^^"" 
the  general  laws  of  material  nature,  enlarged  with  the  know- 
the  improvemenf  of  their  arts,  and  with  the  exten-t^/sJLti. 

fipn 
*  Barbour  :— Blind  Harry  j  and  Fordun.  paffim. 
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s«cT.  II.  fion  of  their  commercial  intercourfe  with  fordcrn 
nations  :  Their  long  ftrugglcs  againft  Enplifli  uTur- 
pation,  tended  to  expand  their  minds,  and  to  in- 
creafe  their  knowledge,  more  rapidly,  than  if  they 
had  lived  during  the  fame  time,  in  tranquil  peace : 
The  peculiar'nature  of  thofe  ftruggles  ferA'ed  Hke- 
wife  to  difFufe  the  knowledge  of  the  community, 
jnoTc  generally  among  all  ranks,  than  could  other- 
wife  have  happened  :  Nor  was  it,  merely  folitary 
fafts,  but  infant  fcience,  which  they  knew  :  It  was 
chiefly,  in  its  connexion  with  the  praSice  of  war, 
navigation,  and  commerce,  that  their  knowledge 
of  material  nature,  was  enlarged,  during  this  pe- 
riod. 

In  one  fcience,  of  fingular  utility,  to  confole  and 
relieve  the  miferies  of  human  life,  thefe  generous- 
minded  Scots  were  hitherto,  unfortunately,  but 
Medicine,  little  (killed.  Medicine^  more  ferviceable  often  by 
foothing  and  chearing  the  defpondent  imagination, 
than  by  the  fanatory  efficacy  of  the  remedies  which 
it  exhibits  ;  was  ftill  almoft  wholly  unknown  and 
unpraftifed  in  Scotland.  It  had  not  yet  become, 
in  this  land,  the  fubjeiS  of  a  particular  profejfwn^ 
in  the  diftribution  of  the  employments  of  focial 
life.  It  was  not  illuminated  by  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  phyfiology,  and  internal  flrufture 
of  the  human  frame.  The  Cler^^  and  the  women 
exercifcd  all  that  was  known  of  furgery  and  medi- 
cine. 
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cine.  Herbs,  fancied  to  poffefs  falutary  virtues  ;  ^^^'^'  "• 
mineral  waters  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
endowed  by  Heaven,  at  the  prayer  of  this  or  that 
faint,  with  healing  powers ;  fpells,  and  incantations 
celebrated  with  all  the  mummery  of  heathenifm, 
but  in  the  name  of  Chriftian  faints ;  and  fome  other 
pradlices,  equally  vain ;  were  almoft  all  the  means 
which  thefe  people  now  Hncw  to  employ  for  the 
cure  of  difeafe,  or  the  invigoration  of  languifliing 
health.  Some  of  their  prefcriptions  were  founded 
upon  the  abfurdities  of  judicial  aftrology  ;  others, 
upon  vain  notions  of  the  exiitence  of  myfterious 
and  univerfally  healing  virtues  in  certain  natural 
bodies,  vegetable  or  mineral.  Hofpitals  for  the  HofpltaU , 
reception  of  the  poor  and  the  difeafed,  were,  here 
and  there,  erefted  and  endowed  by  the  fame  pious 
charity,  which  founded  monafteries  and  convents; 
and  were  placed  under  the  management,  ufually 
of  monks  or  feciilar  ecJlefiaftics.  Surgery ^  the  surgery. 
praAice  of  which  was  ftill  more  neceflary  than  that 
of  meditiney  in  an  Age  of  inceffant  war  and  blood- 
fhed  ;  could  not  be  exerclfed  with  tolerable  dexte- 
rity and  Ikill ;  fince  the  ftudy  of  anatomy  had  not 
yet  been  cultivated  ;  and  fince  no  very  apt  or  de- 
licate furgical  inftruments  had,  as  yet,  been  fabri- 
cated. The  exercife  of  the  healing  arts,  could 
not  fail  to  add  much  to  that  influence  over  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  the  Clergy  derived 
from  their  fpiritual  pretenfions.     And,  amid  ft  the 

general 
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*»^^^  general  inutility  of  their  medical  precepts ;  it  was, 
however,  impofTible,  that  there  fhould  not  be  fome 
obfervations  of  difceming,  experience,  and  feme 
fagacious,  although  fiinple,  didates  of  commoa 
fenfe,  applied  to  the  cure  of  difeafes ;  fuch  as  might 
claim  the  approbation  of  judicious  medical  practi- 
tioners, in  any  age.  Nicholas  de  Tyncwicky  Phyfi* 
cian  to  Edward  the  Firft  of  England,  was  a  Prieft, 
and  was  largely  provided  in  benefices,  by  his  royal 
patient.  We  know  not  whether  Robert  Bruce  might 
be  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  any  eminent  Phyfician 
to  alleviate  to  him  the  diflrefs  of  that  leprous  or 
fcorbutic  diforder  which  affiiiSed  his  latter  years, 
We  know,  however,  that  his  fentiments  of  ben& 
volence  and  devotion  under  that  aifii&ion,  led  him 
to.  found  a  charitable  inftitution  for  the  benefit  of 
poor  lepers,  at  Prieftwickntzr  the  town  of  Ayr*. 

Fonda-         Upon  the  difference  between  Exijience  and  Ncn- 

^idpic  exigence  J  depends  the  primary  distinction   be- 

dif™c.^    tween  right   and  wrong,   between  good    and 

tions.       jEviL.     Whatever  tends  to  produce,  to  preferve,  or 

to  exalt  the  perfcftion  of,  exiftence,  is  Right  and 

Good :   That,  alone,  is  abfolutely  evil^  which  tends, 

direftly  and  exclufively,  to  deftroy  or  degrade  fome 

exifting  nature.     Hence  do  mankind  regard  the 

Deity,  as  a  being  whofe  afts  and  qualities  have, 

all,  the  moft  powerful  tendency  to   create  new 

beings, 
•  Foedera  : — Fordun. — Statillical  Account  of  the  Parilh 
of  Newton  of  Ayr,  &c. 
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beings,  or  to  preferve  and  improve  the  natures  ofs«cj^»-^ 
thofe  which  he  has  already  created.  It  is  upon 
this  fame  principle,  that  the  utilities  of  fociety, 
truly  or  incorredtly  difcerned,  have  been  ever  held 
by  legillators,  and  in  the  praflice  of  common  life, 
to  be  the  only  certain  rules  of  moral  judgment  and 
obligation.  No  favages  have  everexilted,  fo  rujde, 
as  to  be  ignorant  of  a  diftindion  between  the  re- 
lative  merits  of  adions  and  objei^s,  as  thefe  appear- 
ed to  be,  refpedively,  more  or  lefs  ufeful  to  the  in- 
dividual, and  to  the  community.  Amidfl  the  re- 
finements of  vain  philofophy,  amidft  even  the  ex- 
travagancies of  fanaticifm.  and  fuperflition ;  it  is 
ftill  to  the  perhaps  miftaken  utilities  of  human  na- 
ture, to  the  produ£):ion  and  the  prefervation  of 
exiftence,  power,  knowledge,  and  happinefs ;  that 
every  thing  reckoned  morally  excellent,  is  ulti- 
mately referred  for  the  explication  of  thofe  rela- 
tions on  which  its  excellence  depends.  When  the 
Prieft  talks  of  the  w///,  and  of  the  favour^  or  anger 
of  his  God  J  when  the  pretended  philofophcr  ha- 
rangues concerningy^^-Zov^,  benevolence,  truth,  or 
propriety,  as  the  fole  principle  of  human  virtue ; 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  fo  far  as  he  under- 
ftands  himfelf,  ever  means,  in  reality,  any  thing 
elfe  ;  than  that  fentiments,  aftions,  and  objeds, 
which  promote  the  general  good  of  man,  and  of 
all  nature,  have  the  merits  of  virtue ;  and  that 
reafon,  by  the  fame  difcernment,  by  which  it  dit 

tinguiihes 


mcnt. 
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^^^^[^  tinguiflies  exiftence  from  non-exiflence,  difcrimi- 
iiates  likewife  thofe  merits. 


Tf^rai  Moral  Dijiindionsy  formed  upon  this  grand  prin- 
djfccrn-  ciplc  aloHC,  are  ufually  corredked,  multiplirf,  en- 
larged in  men's  minds ;  in  proportion  as  their 
fkill  in  the  praftice  of  the  Arts,  their  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  material  nature,  and  their  experience 
in  focial  iatercourfe,  are  improved.  As  the  pom- 
forts  of  civil  life,  the  powders,  the  relations,  and  the 
fortunes  of  mankind,  become  better  known  ;  men 
learn  to  apply  the  principle  of  moral  difcrimiqation, 
with  clearer  intelligence,  to  a  greater  diverfity  of 
objefts.  Few  and  (imple  are  the  moral  ideas  of 
the  favage.*  To  his  paflions,  not  tg  his  underftand- 
ing,  he  owes  whatever  may  appear  greatly  virtuous 
in  his  charafter.  The  barbarian,  who  has  advan« 
ced  fome  fteps  above  the  favage,  in  the  afcent  to- 
wards civility  and  illumination  of  mind  ;  poffeffes 
principles  of  morality,  more  complex,  and  more 
extenfive  in  their  application :  The  tenor  of  his 
life,  may  not  be  always  more  virtuous ;  but,  he 
can  better  difceril,  than  the  favage,  between  good 
and  evil. 


In  this  period  of  their  •  hiftory,  the  Scots  were 
ftill  barbarians  ;  but,  barbarians,  rather  advancing 
onwards  to  civilization,  than  receding  back  to  fa- 
vage rudenefs.    Their  notions  of  the  nature  and 

the 


^OK  lU.]     HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  34^ 

the  obligation  of  the  moral  duties,  were,  generally '»ct.  ii. 
dear,  liberal,  and  correft.     Of  the  rules  oiju/iice^^'x\cc, 
they  feem  to  have  been,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
period,  more  uniformly  obfervant,   than  at  any 
former  time.      Robberies  and  thefts  were  now, 
comparatively,  rare.     A  degree  of  domeftic  fecuri- 
ty,  was  enjoyed,  which  nothing  could  have  effec- 
tually maintained,  except  a  general  conviftion  of 
the  public  and  private  utility  of  mutual  honefty 
and  forbearance.     Since  Galloway  had  been  finally 
fubdued  ;  and  the  Hebudae  ultimately  ceded  by  the 
Norwegian  Kings ;  the  unity  of  dominion,  thus 
cftabliftied  throughout  the  Scottifh  territories,  had 
greatly  contributed  to  fupprefs  rapine  and  injuftice ; 
and  to  make  every  individual  in  the  nation,  by 
confequence,  ftill  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  of  focial  order.     Would  any,  but  a 
people  who  knew  to  value  aright  the  benefits  of 
law,  juftice,  and  tranquillity,  have  fo  dreaded  the 
wars  and  difcords  which  threatened  to  arife,  upon 
the  death,  firft  of  Alexander  the  Third,  and  after- 
wards of  his  grandchild,  Margaret  of 'Norway? 
In  the  contentions  for  the  fucceffion  to  the  throne, 
there  was  fliewn  a  concern  to  preferve  the  rights  of 
the  lawful  heir,  which  could  arife  only  from  a  love 
of  juftice  in  the  breads  of  thofe  whofe  private  in- 
terefts  were  not  invol\  cd  in  the  ifTue  of  the  compe- 
tition.    The  confidence  with  which  the  weak  and 
humble  occafionally  appealed  to  the  laws  of  their 
Vol.  IL  X  x  country, 
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^'"'- "•  country,  againft  the  violence  of  haughty  and  po- 
tent oppreflbrs;  muft  have  been  encouraged  by 
the  growirij;  authority  of  the  laws.  By  that  diflb- 
lution  of  law  and  order,  which  neceffarily  enfued 
during  the  ftruggles  againft  Englifii  ufurpation ; 
reverence  for  private  rights,  was,  indeed,  for  a 
while,  fmothered  in  every  heart,  by  the  overpower- 
ing  pred6:riinancy  of  more  ardent  and  tumultuous 
fentiments.  Nakednefs  and  hunger  refped  not  the 
laws  of  property  :  Rapine  and  avarice  are  templed 
to  crimes  above  their  ordinary  daring,  by  that 
profpeft  of  impunity,  which  feafons  of  civil  difcord 
and  ;]^eneral  calamity,  feem  to  prcfent.  But,  the  fuc 
cefs  of  their  patriotic  cffbrtvSjre-eflablifhed  the  nation- 
nal  independence  of  the  Scots,  and  with  it,  the  power 
of  law  and  the  facred  dignity  of  juftice.  Of  public 
right  and  juftice,  the  famous  epiftle  from  the  Sco:- 
tifti  Prtrlian^ent  to  the  Pope,  is  an  lUuftrious  proof, 
that  they  had  conceived  notions  fmgularly  liberal, 
clear,  and  correft.  That  epiftle  difcovers  its  au- 
thors to  have  regarded  the  utility  of  focial  life,  as 
the  firft  principle  of  human  virtue ;  and  to  have 
underftopd  the  laws  of  morality  to  be  paramount 
to  the  dreams  of  fupcrftition.  It  befpeaks  a  fenfe 
of  the  native  freedom  and  independence  of  the  hu- 
man charafter,  fuch  as  none  but  vigorous,  ardent, 
and  enlightened  minds  could  conceive.  It  expref- 
fes  a  perfuafion  of  the  omnipotence  of  truth  and 
virtue,  «as  fupcrior  to  all  grandeur  and  authority, 
human  or  divine.     The  moft  fublime  moralifts  of 

polifhed 
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polilhed  antiquity,  the  moft  penetrating  and  coni-^«^jJ^- 
prehenfive  minds  among  modern  philofophers ; 
have  taught  no  moral  principles  more  indifputably 
juft,  or  more  exalted ;  than  thofe  which  were,  in 
that  epiftle,  affcrted,  with  deeply  impaflioned  feel- 
ings, by  an  affembly  of  rude,  illiterate,  Scottifli 


Those  virtues  which  cannot  be  enforced, like  obe- 
dience to  the  rules  of  diftributivejuftice,  by  the  fanc- 
tion  of  human  laws;  are  often  the  moft  congenial  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  rude  barbarian.  Although,  in  truth, 
enjoined,  equally  as  the  ordinarily  acknowledged 
principles  of  equity,  by  the  eternal  laws  of  reftitude; 
they  feeni,  however,  at  the  firft  afpeft,  to  be  mere- 
ly optional  to  man.  In  exercifing  them,  he  feels 
himfelf  to  exert  a  power,  not  to  bow  to  a  reftraint. 
By  the  lofty,  unbending  mind,  the  duties  of  pity,charjtj- 
charity,  fidelity,  forbearance,  are  ardently  embra-**^* 
ced,  at  the  very  fame  time,  when  it  fcarhs  all  hu- 
man laws,  and  refufes  fubniiffion  to  any  earthly 
dominion.  The  fierce  and  ftern  Edward  Bruce 
wept  the  fall  of  his  friend  Walter  Rofs  in  the 
battle  of  Bannockburn,  with  a  tender  forrow  of 
which  his  nature  had  been  thought  unfufceptible. 
Had  Robert  Bruce  been  willing  to  violate  the  truce 
granted  by  his  brother,  to  the  Englifli  garrifon  in 

Stirling- 

♦   The  original  Epiftle  Is  printed  at  it,  full  length,  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Volume. 
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f  "IL."!  Stirling-Caftlc ;  inftead  of  obferving  U  with  a  fa- 
cred  and  honourable  fidelity ;  he  might  probably 
have  .won  the  caftle,  without  that  mighty  attempt 
being  made  from  Enghnd  to  relieve  it ;  which 
threatened  to  overthrow,  for  •  ever,  the  glory  and 
independence  of  the  Sects,  in  the  field  of  Bannock- 
burn.  There  was  a  generofity  in  the  conftant  at- 
tachment of  Jatnes  Douglas  to  the  interefts  of 
'Bruce,  which  almoft  equals  the  mofl  honourable 
friendfliip  of  the  moft  illuftrious  heroes  of  any  age. 
•Except  in  thehotteft  rage  of  battle,  Wallace,  Bruce, 
Douglas,  Randolph,  and  all  the  braveft  men  who 
fought  with  them,  ever  fpared  and  protefted  the 
vanquilhed  with  an  amiable  humanity.  Wallace, 
in  many  of  his  perils  and  efcapes,  was  hofpitably 
entertained,  and  faithfully  concealed  among  the 
meaneft  of  the  people ;  who,  if  their  fouls  had 
been  capable  of  perfidy,  might  have  earned  wealth 
and  honours,  by  betraying  him.  Prifoners  of  war, 
were  now  no  longer  doomed,  in  Scotland,  to  maf- 
facre  or  hopelefs  fervitude  :  They  were  humanely 
treated  ;  and  if  not  difmiffed  without  ranfom;  were 
referved  for  redemption  or  exchange.  Strangers 
who  came  not  as  enemies,  were  ftill  fure  to  Ihare 
the  humble  couch,  and  even  his  few  laft  morfels 
of  bread,  with  the  Scottifh  peafant.  Charity,  not 
lefs  than  fuperftition,  appears  to  have  prompted  the 
inflitution  and  endowment  of  many  of  thofe  pious 
eftablilhmcnts,  by  which  indeed  thexlergy  alone, 

were 
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were  ultimately  enriched:     Honour,  truth,  fidelity,  stcr.  11. 
merqr,  magnanimous  conftancy,  and  forciuide,  are 
virtues  of  which  many  confpicuous  inltances  ap- 
pear in  the  hiftory  of  the  Scots  of  ihis  age*. 

The  fafkitious  paflion  of  Patriofifm^  is  always  Patriot- 
eminently  virtuous.  It  cannot  exilJ:  in  any  mind, 
unaccompanied  with  a  difcernment  of  focial  good. 
It  is  an  ardent  apprehenfion  of  public  utih'ty  ;  in- 
dentifying  this  utility,  by  an  happy  artifice  of  ima- 
gination, with  whatever  is  powerfully  obh'gatory 
in  duty,  or  peculiarly  grateful  in  private  enjoy- ' 
ment.  This  fentiment  can  never  be  other  than 
one  of  the  nobleft  that  fwell  the  human  heart. 
But,  it  may  be  more  or  lefs  excellent ;  according 
as  the  people,  the  political  conftitution,  the  arts, 
the  fcience,  the  manners  of  that  community  in 
whofe  favour  it  is  felt,  fliall  be  more  or  lefs  efti- 
mable  and  perfeft.  Sometimes,  it  is  a  tranfport- 
ing  paflion,  guided  by  very  little  clear  intelligence : 
At  times,  its  objeft  is  not  genuine  public  utility, 
but  its  miflaken  femblance :  The  paffion  afts  oc- 
cafionally  with  fuch  extravagance,  as  to  purfue  its 
objed,  through  the  violation  of  all  other  human 
obligations.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  real  excellence 
of  the  principle,  is  in  fome  degree,  impaired  and 
degraded  by  errours  of  imagination,  and  an  excefs 
of  emotion,  which  tend  to  make  it  ufelefs  or  mif- 
chievous.     Genuine  patriotifm.  prefers  to  all  other 

objeds 

•  Fordun.— -Barbour  : — Blind  Harry  : — Focdcra  fnjji*n. 
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Sect.  II.  objeds  of  puffuit,  the  public  good  of  that  commu- 
nity to  which  the  patriot,  belongs,  fo  far  only,  as 
thig  can  be  aftually  promoted  by  his  efforts,  with- 
out the  negleft  of  fubordinate  duties,  or  the  com- 
miffion  of  pofitive  evil.  Patriotifin  fo  pure  and 
rational,  is  rarely  felt  among  men. 

By  this  virtue,  however,  above  all  others,  were 
the  Scots  of  this  age,  diftinguifhed.  Their  coun- 
try, and  their  fellow-countrymen  were  to  them,  in 
a  manner,  all  the  world.  The  narrpwnefs  of  their 
acquaintance  with  mankind,  and  with  the  regions 
of  the  globe,  tended  to  preferve  a  ftrong  ardour  in 
their  attachment  to  one  another,  and  to  their  na- 
tive land.  Having  begun  to  feel  the  benefits  of 
that  civil  order,  which  was  maintained  among 
them  by  the  conilitution  of  their  government,  and 
the  authority  of  their  monarchs ;  they  were  too 
much  interefted  in  thofe  benefits,  to  rclinquifli 
tamely  the  eftablifliment  from  which  they  arofe. 
It  was  weaknefs,  it  was  fiavery,  it  was  mean,  not 
generous  felf-denial ;  the  very  ideas  of  which,  are 
intolerable  to  the  rude  and  ferocious  mind  ;  to 
fubjeft  their  country  to  the  dominion  of  England, 
and  to  fuffer  the  very  name  of  Scotland  to  be  for- 
gotten. Thefe  were  the  principles  of  their  patrio- 
tifm  ;  nor  was  it  the  moft  pure  and  enlightened 
that  we  can  conceive.  Yet,  how  many  illuftrious 
deeds  did  it  prompt  ?   What  an  exalted  elevation 

of 


Book  HL]    HISTORT  OF  SCOTLAND.  3^f 

of  charaftcr  did  it  confer?  Fear,  hope,  indigna-StcT. ii. 
tion,  ambition,  none  of  thofe  emotions  or  pailionSy 
which  almoft  invariably  triumph  over  human  vir- 
tue,  whenever  they  aflail  it ;  could  fubdue  the  pa- 
triot ardour  of  Wallace.  Even  in  the  breads  of 
the  meanefl  peafants,  the  fame  ardour  burned. 
Bunnock,  in  taking  the  caftle  of  LinUthgow,  fhew- 
ed  himfelf  no  lefs  a  patriot  and  a  hero,  than  did 
Bruce  or  Wallace  in  their  mod  glorious  enter- 
prizes.  Even  the  women  were  paffionately  infpi- 
red  with  the  fame  fublimely  virtuous  fentiment. 
The  Countefs  of  RJarch  refolutely  defending  the 
caftle  of  Dunbar,  the  Countefs  of  Buchan  daringly 
fetting  the  Crown  on  the  head  of  Bruce  j  com- 
mand all  that  admiration  which  is  due  to  the  moft 
patriotic  magnanimity.  Graham  perifhing  before 
Dunbar 7  Fleming  and  his  comrades  devoting 
themfelves  to  death  at  Carrickfergus ;  the  gene- 
rous contefts  among  the  followers  of  Bruce  and 
Wallace,  who  fliould  undertake  the  boldeft  enter- 
prizes-,  and  who  fhould  do  the  moft  to  deliver  his 
country  ?  are  fuch  inftances  of  patriot  valour  and 
virtue,  as  have  rarely  been  exceeded  in  any  other 
nation  or  age.  The  Clergy  equalled  the  patriotifm 
of  the  yeomanry  and  the  nobles.  They,  who  might 
have  beheld  the  war,  uninjured  and  unconcerned  ; 
fhook  off  the  robes  of  peace  ;  affumed  the  weapons 
of  war,  and  expofed  their  breads  to  the  foe  ;  fub- 
jefted  their  temples,  caftles,  convents,  and  grana- 
2  rics. 
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^^^J\"-  ries,  to  hoftile  fpoliation  ;  and  praaifed  all  thofc 
artifices  which  had  been  the  appropriated  engines 
for  the  defence  of  the  interefts  of  their  order ;  all, 
to  preferve  the  freedom  of  their  coujitry,  and  the 
independence  of  its  Crown.  If  this  were  not  the 
fublime  and  godlike  patriotifm  of  the  perfedly  wife 
and  virtuous  man ;  it  feems,  however,  to  have 
been  fomething  calculated  to  ferve  the  fame  pur- 
pofes,  nearly  as  well*. 

Rccapitu-  At  this  time,  then,  the  moral  knowledge  of  the 
cerBilig*"  Scots;  wrought  deeply  into  the  national  charafter, 
of'thi'^*"^'^^^  beft  expreffed  in  thofe  virtues  for  which  they 
^^**-  were  the  moft  eminently  diftinguiflied ;  appears 
peculiarly  confpicuous  in  their  increafing  refpeft 
to  juftice,  and  love  of  order ;  in  the  fidelity,  the 
charity,  the  generous  forbearance  which  they,  al- 
moft  univerfally  exercifed  j  in  that  fond,  enthufi- 
aftic  patriotifm,  which  made  them  poftpone  all 
other  cares  and  interefts  to  the  glory,  the  fecurity, 
the  freedom  of  their  country.  Courage ;  that  ha- 
bitual fentiment,  which  is  virtuous  by  contemning 
perfonal  danger,  in  comparifon  with  duty,  honour, 
or  the  gratification  of  generous  paffipn ;  was  the 
fundamental  principle,  in  fome  fort,  upon  which 
depended  all  the  other  excellencies  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Scots  who  were  contemporaries  and 
companions  of  Wallace  and  Bruce.  In  the  other 
^congenial  virtues,  they  were  not  deficient. 

But, 

♦  Eofdem  quos  fupra. 
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But,  man  h  ever  a  ftrange  compound  of  know-Sicr.  11. 
ledge  and  ignorance,  wifdom  and  folly,  vice  and  view  of 
virtue.  Single  out  the  worthy  qualities  in  the'*^^  ^*^®*'* 
chatader  of  any  individual,  he  is  an  angel ;  view 
only  his  vices  and  follies,  he  feems  a  devil  or  a 
brute*  Several  of  the  darked  crimes  of  barbari- 
an&,  much  of  the  blind  fury  of  the  favage  ;  marked 
the  manners  of  thofe  very  Scots  whofe  generous 
and  enlightened  virtues  we  have  admired.  W^al- 
lace  is  related  by  the  minftrel  of  his  fame,  to  have 
ferocioufly  murthered  Fawddn^  one  of  the  braved 
and  mod  faithful  of  his  followers,  upon  no  other 
provocation,  than  becaufe  Faivdon*s  drength  fail- 
ed him,  and  he  could  not,  with  fufEcient  velocity, 
attend  his  leader's  dight,  in  a  perilous  efcape. 
Horrible,  beyond  the  mod  bloody  praftice  q{  war, 
in  more  polidied  ages,  were  the  cruelties  often  in** 
flifted  by  the  Scots,  in  their  inroads  into  England. 
Even  their  patriotlfm  can  hardly  adbrd  a  fufficient 
excufe  for  the  perfidy  with  which  Lamberton  and 
Wiflieart,  the  two  Bifliops  of  St  Andrew*s  and 
Glafgow,  violated  their  mod  folemn  engagements 
to  the  Englilh  monarch.  It  fliould  feem,  that  all 
the  redraints  of  morality,  of  law,  and  of  religion, 
mud  have  been  defpifed  together,  by  Bruce  and 
his  affociates,  who  aflaffitiated  Comyn,  at  a  friend- 
ly conference,  and  in  a  holy  place.  Perfonal  en- 
mities, felfifh  views  of  private  intered,  and  motives 

Vol.  II.  Yy  •  of 
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sicT.ii.  q{  uncertain  caprice,  probably  excited   much  of 
that  oppofition  to  the  Englifli,  which  operated  with 
nearly  the  fame  efficacy  as  trufc  patriotifra,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  independency   of  the   Scottifh   nation. 
Amidft  that  fufpenfion  of  the  energy  of  govern- 
ment, and  that  relaxation  of  civil  order,  which 
took  place,  while  it  was  undetermined,  what  new 
fovereign  Scotland  (hould  obey  ;  many  enormous 
crimes  were  committed,  which,   in  other  times, 
could  not  have  efcaped  condign  punifhment.  From 
the  fatal  battle  at  Dunbar,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five,  a  gallant  Knight 
Trea.     named  Walter  Seward,  made  his  efcape  in  com- 
^  ^^^^*    pany  with  a  fervant,  who  from  infancy  had  been 
tenderly  brought  up  in  his  houf<?,  and  whom  be 
regarded  with  high  confidence  and  kindnefs.   They 
had  paffed  Muffelburgh,  on^the  way  towards  Edin- 
burgh, when  Seward  began  to  lament  to  his  fer- 
vant, the  fate  of  the  battle  from  which  they  had 
efcaped,  the  calamities  of  their  country,  the  per- 
fidy  of  many  of  their  fellow-countrymen.     His  in- 
fidious  follower  pretended  to  liften  with  earned 
fympathy.     But,  while  the  mafter,  amidft  this  dif- 
courfe,  rode  anxioufly  on  before,  the  traitor  eager- 
ly imitating  that  perfidy  which  he  had  juft  feemed 
to  detefl,  fuddenly  transfixed  his  good  lord  in  the 
back  with  his  fpear  ;  and  then  as  he  fell  from  his 
horfe  to  the  earth,  ftabbed  him*  to  the  heart  with 
his  dagger.     This  bafe  afl'alTmation  was  perpetrated 

at 
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at  Rcdfigot  (now  Friggat-Whins ?)  and  the  body ofsgcT.ii, 
the  murthered  Seward,  was  afterwards  buried  in 
the  Abbey  of  the  Holy-Rood.    In  their  incurfions 
into  the  northern  provinces  of  England,  the  Scots 
are  related  to  have  maflacred  infants  in  the  cradle, 
and  women  in  child-bed ;  nay,  to  have  even  cut 
off  the  breads  of  various  women ;  and  to  have 
fhut  the  doors  upon  the  children  at  fchool,  and 
then  fettiug  fire  to  the  houfes,  to  have  thus  burnt 
to  desuh,  hundreds  of  them  together.     Still,  we 
can  difcern  in  the  manners  of  the  Scots,  thofe  two 
grand  features  of  the  barbarian  charadter  ;  a  per- 
petual inclination  to  regard  force,  as  the  only  mca- 
fure  of  right ;  and  a  readinefs  to  employ,  the  dark- 
eft  fraud  to  accomplifh  thofe  purpofes  which  there 
is  not  fufficient  force;  to  effeft.     With  thefe  qua- 
lities, they  difplay  alfo^  in  many  inftances,  an  in* 
conftanqr  of  faith,  and  a  leirity  of  fpirit,  fuch  as 
feem  to  be  almoft  wholly  incompatible  with  their 
diftineuilhinff  virtues.     Chaftity  is  rarely  the  vir-Liccnti- 
tue  of  foldiers,  or  ot  either  lex  in  that  lociety  in 
^'hich /oldiers,  and  priejis  profeffing  celibacy,  are 
the  moft  eminent  clafles.   Edward  Bruce,  although 
married  to  the  fifter  of  the  Earl  of  Athole,  was 
paffionately  attached  to   the  filler  of  his  friend 
Walter  Rofs,  with  whom  he  held  an  adulterous 
commerce.    ,The  Countefs  of  Buthan,  who  firft 
fet  the  Crown  on  the  head  of  Robe;rt  Bruce,  was 
fufpefled  to  have  been  actuated,  on  that  occafion, 

not 
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Sect,  II.  not  lefs  by  a  criminal  paflion  for  him  whom  fhi 
crowned,  than  by  patriotifm  or  party-fpirit,  Few 
of  the  Clergy,  regular  or  fecular,  faithfully  obfcrved 
thofe  vows  of  chaftity,  by  which  they  all  lightly 
engaged  themfelves.  They  were  not  afhamed  to 
entertain  miflreiTes  openly ;  aqd  to  bring  Vip,  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  their  families  of  illegitimate 
children.  Envy  and  mutual  diftruftj  were  vicious 
fentiments  which  contributed  greatly  to  confound 
and  perplex  the  counfcls  of  the  Scots,  iduring  their 
Want  of  contefts  with  the  Englifh,  in  this  period.  No- 
wnfr**  thing  but  the  4ifunion  produced  by  mutual  jealoufy 
dcncc.  ^jjj  diftruft,  feems  to  have  prevented  the  firft  con- 
fiderable  army  that  was  drawn  together  by  Wal- 
lace, from  defeating  the  Englifh  hofl  at  the  river 
Irvine,  or  at  left  protrading  the  campaign,  with  ad- 
vantage to  themfelves.  That  dark  confpiracy  againil 
the  authority  and  life  of  Bruce,  which  was  fortu- 
nately deteded  through  the  indifcretion  of  the 
Countefs  of  Strathern,  feems  another  fuch  unac- 
countable lapfe.  from  virtue,  as  that  of  the  angels 
rebelling  in  heaven *• 

These,  and  other  inftances  of  vice,  guilt,  and 
folly,  permit  us  not  to  contemplate  the  moral  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  of  the  Scots  of  tins  age,  with 
that  high,  unabated  admiration,  which  their  great 
jqualities  would,  otherwife,  have  been  fufficient  to 
command.    Such  vices  and  crimes,  however,  with 

only 
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only  fome  diverfity  of  (hades  and  colours^  prevailSECT.it. 
more  or  lefs  among  all  nations,  and  in  every  ftage 
of  the  progrefs  of  fociety  from  rudenefs  to  refine- 
ment.    But,  among  favages,  ignorance,  grofs  vices, 
and  atrocious  crimes,  are  the  habitual  manners, 
the   predominant,   chara^leriftic   features   of  the 
horde  or  tribe  :  virtues,  rare,  as  flafhes  of  lightning 
burfling  through  a  midnight  ftorm.     The  firft, 
and  moft  ftriking  efFeS  of  the  firft  fteps  of  ad- 
vancement out  of  the  favage  ftate,  is.;  that  the  pro- 
portion of  the  virtues,  becom^es  greater,  in  compa- 
rifon  with  that  of  the  vices  and  crimes.  Crimes  now 
begin  to  goad  the  breaft  with  the  agonizing  feel- 
ings of  remorfe :  The  fettled  habits  become  \drtu- 
ous :  Vice  appears  only  in  occafional  out-breakings, 
which  are  as  exceptions  from  the  general  rule.    Inincrcafc 
a  ftate  exalted  yet  fomewhat  higher  above  favage  the  moft' 
rudenefs,  moral  order  becomes  ftill  more  invaria-^^^^ff 
bly  the  law  of  public  and  private  life.     The  laft^^^^P^*^ 
perfedtion  of  the  illumination  and  civility  of  menrcfine- 
living  together  in  focial  union ;  muft  neceffarily 
be  charaOierized  by  fuch  an  increafed  exertion^of 
induftry,  as  Ihall  leave  no  hour  to  be  wafted,  and 
no  faculty  to  languifh,  at  aiiy  time  in  indolence  ;  ' 
by  fuch  an  improvement  of  reafon,  as  ihall  pene- 
trate through  almoft  all  the  myfteries  of  nature  ; 
but  efpecially,  by  a  confirmation  of  the  power  of 
virtue  in  every  heart,  which  (hall  fcarcely  leave  a 
veftige  of  wickednefs  and  guilt  upon  the  earth.   In 

proportions, 
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sectJi.  proportions,  thus  continually  varying  with  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  and  refinement,  are  \drtue 
and  vice  ever  intermingled  in  the  charafters,  and 
in  the  a£tions  of  nations,  and  of  individuals.  And, 
it  is  enough,  that  we  fee  atrocious  crimes  and  grofs, 
brutal  vices  to  have  been*lefs  frequent  and  lefs  ge* 
neral  among  the  Scots  in  this,  than  in  any  preced* 
ing  age  :  It  is  enough,  that,  jn  circumftances,  in 
which  their  more  barbarous  or  favage  anceftors 
would,  moft  probably,  have  ihewn  few  proofs  of  a 
reafonable,  moral  difcrimination ;  the  contempo- 
raries of  Wallace  and  Briice,  have  appeared  to  be 
virtuous  in  their  general  habits  of  conduft,  and  to 
have  occafionaUy  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  a  dis- 
play of  the  moft  illuftrious  qualities  that  adorn  the 
hero  and  the  fage.  ]purfuing  the  progrefs  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Scots,  we  may  hope  to  fee  their  vir- 
tues gradually  improve,  and  the  grolTnefs  of  their 
vices  and  the  enormity  of  their  Crimes  to  ditninifli, 
as  they  fhall  advance,  through  fucceflive  genersi.- 
tions,  ftill  to  higher  civilization  and  refinements 

LaTTs  of  Laws  exprefs  -the  moft  definite,  and  moft  fami- 
liar, moral  notions  of  the  people  among  whom 
they  are  eftablilhed.  With  thefe,  they  neceffarily 
comprehend  alfo  the  explanation  of  thofe  circumftan* 
ces  in  the  filuation  of  this  people,  to  the  modifica- 
tion and  regulation  of  which,  their  commonly  re- 
ceived, moral  principles  have  been  applied.    Since 

the 


the  Scott. 
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the  conqucfts  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  and  the  pro-S«cTir. 
pagation  of  Chriftianity  in  North  Britain,  a  fyftem 
of  written  laws  had  been  gradually  formed  among 
the  Scots.  By  the  influence  of  various  caufes,  but 
particularly  of  their  intercourfe  with  England,  fub- 
fcqucnt  to  the  Norman  conqueft  ;  the  Scottifh  na- 
tion received  the  forms  and  inftitutions  of  Feodifm, 
to  regulate  their  national  policy,  and  their  refpec- 
tive  civil  duties.  Their  written  laws  became,  in 
confequence  of  this  event,  a  medley  of  the  cuftom- 
ary  praftices  of  the  ancient  Scots,  Pidts,  and  Bri- 
tons J  of  the  written  laws  of  the  Anglo-Saxons ;  of 
the  more  formal,  feudal  policy  introduced  into  this 
ifle  by  the  Normans ;  and  of  an  intermixture  of 
forms  and  maxims  derived  out  of  the  canonA^iVf. 
In  all  but  the  rules  of  the  feudal  policy,  the 
Scottifh  laws  were  not  derived  from  the  laws  of 
England,  but  contemporary  with  them  in  their 
origin  and  progrefs.  From  the  Anglo-Saxons  of 
Northumberland,  mafters  for  a  while,  of  the  fonth- 
ern  diftrifts  of  Scotland,  and  anceftors  of  the  great- 
er part  of  the  Lowland  Scots ;  was  all  that  appears 
to  have  been  originally  Anglo-Saxon  in  the*  old 
laws  of  Scotland,  derived,  by  direct  defcent ;  not 
at  all  through  the  intermedium  of  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. During  the  reigns^  of  David  the  Firft,  andProgref* 
his  fucccflbrs,  to  the  death.of  Alexander  the  Third, scotiilh 
the  code  of  the  Scottifh  laws,  continued  to  be,  from^*'"' 
time  ip  time,  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  new  fta- 

tutes, 
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sicT.  11.  tutes,  fuggefted  by  the  contemplation  of  the  policy 
of  foreign  nations,  or  required  by  the  varying 
courfe  of  public  events,  and  by  the  changing  man- 
ners of  the  people*. 

Laws  of  Th£  difcuifion  of  the  laws  of  feudal  fucceflion, 
fucceffion,  v^^ich  was  produped  by  the  contefts  of  the  compe- 
cftabiiQicdjjjoj.g  for  the  Scottilh  Crown,  after  the  death  of 

with  new  ' 

precifion,  Margaret  of  Norway  j  tended  to  elucidate,  and  to 
qucnccof  determine  this  part  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  more 
tctti^oT    perfeftly,  than  had  ever  been  done  before.     Dur- 
thccrown.jng  fialHoPs  vaffal-reign,  the  authority  of  Edward, 
his  acknowledged  Lord- Paramount,  was  powerfully 
exerted  in  order  to  reduce  the  laws^  and  civil  go- 
vernment of  Scotland  towards  a  conformity  with 
thofe  of  England.   ^After  the  depofition  of  Balliol, 
Edward's  Lieutenants,  for  a  fhort  time,  governed 
Scotland,  nominally  indeed  by  the  old  laws  of  the 
Scots  J  but,  in  truth,  much  more  upon  the  prin- 
ciples, and  after  the  forms  of  the  Englifh  law. 
The  power  and  the  improvement  of  the  Scottifli 
laws,  were  fufpended  by  the  events  which  followed. 
No  ftatutes  of  the  (hort  period  of  the  government 
of  Wallace,  or  of  that  regency  which  fucceeded 
him,  have  been  preferved  among  the  national  ar- 
chives.    Robert  Bruce,  after  he  began  to  account 
himfelf,  certainly  mafter  of  Scotland,  fummoned 
his  Barons  into  Parliament,  to  ena£t  new  laws  an- 
fwerable  to  the  ncfw  and  extraordinary  exigencies 

^       of 
*  See  BoqJc  L  it&.  2.  and  Book  11.  Sea.  2. 
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of  the  ftate,  and  which  might  ferve  to  remedy  the^'^J^- 
evils  that  had  arifen  from  long  anarchy  and  war. 
The  ftatutes  enabled  by  two  different  Parliaments 
in  Bruce's  reign,  are  the  only  additions  that  we 
know  to  have  been  made  to  the  code  of  the  Scot* 
tiih  laws,  during  this  period  of  our  natibnal  hiflory* 
Whatever  influence  the  Englifli  laws  might  infen* 
fibly  and  indirectly  gain  in  Scotland,  at  this  time  i 
it  is,  at  left  certain  that  the  abhorrence  with  which 
the  companions  and  willing  fubje£ts  of  Bruce,  na* 
turally  regarded  every  thing  that  was  Englifli ; 
prevented  them  fcom  retaining  and  incorporating 
with  their  laws,  any  of  thofe  inftitutions  or  forms 
of  the  adminiftration  of  government,  which  Eng- 
lifli ufurpation  had  attempted  to  eftablifli  am6ng 
the  Scots; 


Those  relations  between  perfons^  and  things  f^«-Lawtde- 
Jlituting  property y  which  had  been  acknowledged  guarding 
and  protedled  by  former  laws,  "were  recognized  andj!^^''^" 
confirmed  by  Bruce  and  his  Parliaments.     Force'^"'*/''" 
and  favour  had,  for  fome  time  prevailed  over  xighi^froperty, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  diftributive  juftice  ;  and  it 
was  now  carefully  ordained  that  juftice  fhould  be 
adminiflered  with  equal  impartiality,  to  the  feeble 
and  to  the  powerful,  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor, 
agreeably  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  kingdom. 
The  farms  and  houfes  belonging  to  the  Clergy  re- 
gular and  fecular,  had  been  fpoiled  and  feized  oc- 

\qu  II.  Z  z  cafionadly 
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sicT.  ir.  cafionally  by  violence,  during  the  contefts  for  the 
fucceffion,  as  well  by  the  followers  and  fubjefts  of 
Bruce,  as  hy  the  Englifli  and  their  adherents : 
But  the  Parliament  held  at  Scone  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  nineteen,  ftrictly  en- 
joined, that  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  Church 
Ihould  be  thenceforth  held  facred  and  inviolate. 
Rapine  On  their  march  to  join  the  royal  armies,  bodies  of 
^"^'  ^^  '  troops  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  had  of- 
ten plundered,  even  their  own  friends,  without 
mercy:  But,  laws  were  now  cnafted  to  reftrain 
and  punifli  this  rapine.  The  fifliing  of  the  falmons 
which  entered  the  rivers,  was  an  obj>d  of  great 
importance  in  the  annual  provifion  for  the  nation- 
al fhbfiftence :  It  was  therefore  decreed,  that  fifh- 
ing  yards  and  cruives  at  the  m*ouths  of  rivers, 
fhould  be  made  with  a  fufEcient  width  between 
their  bars,  to  permit  the  fmaller  fifties  to  pafs  up- 
wards ;  and  that  fifties  fliould  not  be  taken  during 
that  part  pf  the  year  which  was  neceffary  to  their 
fpawning  and  breeding.  Meaftlres  were  provided 
to  yield  ready  legal  redrefs  to  fuch  as  might  be 
violently  difpofleffed  of  their  lands  by  more  power- 
ful intruders.  The  moft  fevere  punifliments  were 
Fxporta-  awarded  againft  theft  and  robbery.  On  account 
Libi:cd?'  of  ^he  miferable  poveny  to  which  the  nation  had 
been  reduced  by  their  long  wars,*  all  gratuitous  ex- 
portation  of  the  produce  or  accumulated  wealth  pf 
the  land,  out  of  the  kingdom,  was,  for  a  time,  ri- 

goroufly 
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goroufly  forbidden.     It  was  ordamed,  that  every  s**^^.  ir. 
individual  (hould  prevent  or  repay  any  injury  fuf- 
fered  b^  his  neighbour,  from  cattle  which  were  his 
property.     The  fraudulent  donation  of  lands,  to^''^"?"- 

*       '^^      "^  ^  '  lent  dona- 

religious  houfes ;   intended  not  fo   much  for  the  ttons  to 

benefit  of  the  religious  houfe,  as  to  deprive  thehoufctfori 
King,  or  any  inferior  Lay-Lord,  of  thofe  fervi-^'*^"^^"' 
ces  of  military  tenure,  for  which  fuch  lands  had 
been  held;  was,  in  iAit fecond Jiaiutes  of  Robert 
Bruce,  prohibited  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture. 
New  afts  were  inftituted  to  regulate  the  forms  of 
the  fucceffibn  to  inheritances  ;  of  the  profecution 
for  the  recovery  of  debts  ;  of  feudal  fervitade  and 
dependency.  Com  purchafed  out  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, or  from  the  (hips  of  merchants  importing  it^ 
was  exempted  from  the  fervitude  of  thirlage^  and 
from  the  payment  of  multure^  to  any  particular 
mill.  Thefe  were  the  principal  ^  new  laws  which  , 
the  varying  circumft^nces  and  manners  of  the 
times,  induced  Robert  Bruce  and  his  Parliaments, 
to  enaft  for  the  fettlement  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  relations  between  perfons  and  property ^  under 
bis  reign** 

Others 


*  Roberti  Prirai  Statuta  Prima,  in  Capit.yl.  2.  4.  8.  ii. 
12.  18.  23.  24.  31  : — Roberti  Primi  Scatuta  fccunda  in  Ca- 
pit.  I.  4.  6.  7.  8.  18.  19.  29.  34,  &c; 
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*"Il"'       Others  of  the'  new  laws  of  this  period,  refpeS- 
Rciation*  cd  the  relations  between  me  individual^  or  one  or* 
^iTkSi-  ^^'^  9f  individuals  in  the  community j  and  another. 
viduai  and^mong  thcfe,  the  moft  important  were  thofe  which 
and  the '  prohibited  rapine,  robbery,  and  theft ;  which  award- 
ing ^'    ed  the  punifliment  of  death  againft  the  crime  of 
them,      malicious  murther,  or  even  manflaughter ;   and 
which  forbade  any  one  individual  to  deprive  ano- 
ther of  his  property,  however  acquired,  othefwife, 
than  under  the  regular  forms  of  law.     Such  fta- 
tutes  fimply  recognized  and  confirmed  thofe  fun- 
damental principles  of  focial  union,  but  for  which, 
man  would  ever  be  an  enemy  and  a  beaft  of  prey 
.  to  man.     The  long  prevalence  of  that  anarchy 
which  had  now  begun  to  yield  to  firm  dominion 
and  orderly  government,  was  the  only  caufe  w|iich 
rendered  it  neceflary  to  exprefs  principles  fo  Kimple, 
and  fo  fundamental,  in  new  ftatutes. 

It  was  not  again  requifite  to  exprefs  in  writ- 
ten ftatutes,  the.  firft  general  duties  of  morality, 
mutually  due  between  parent  and  child,  hufband 
and  wife,  brother  and  brother.     But  to  the  laws 
declaring  the  mutual  obligations  between  majler  and 
fervanty  between  vajfal  zndifuperior'lord<t  were  ad- 
ded other  decrees  which  forbade  fuperior-lords  to 
claim  from  their  vaffals,  any  but  thofe  payments 
-    and  fervices  which  the  vaffals  had,  by  the  condi- 
tions of  their  charters,  ftipulated  to  render ;  pro- 
hibited 
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hibited  vaflais  from  withdrawing' their y«xVj  at  law,s«cT.  11. 
irregularly,  out  of  the  courts  of  their  Lords  ;  and 
regulated  the  quantity  of  the  fubfidies  to  be  paid 
by  tenants  to  the  Lords  from  whom  they  held  their 
lands.  Such  fubfidies  were  to  be  exaded  onIyi;ora«a4 
when  the  fuperior  Lord  propofed  to  invert  his  fon^*^** 
and  heir  with  the  infignia  of  knighthood^  or  to 
give  his  eldeft  dailghter  in  marriage.  The  fum  of 
twenty  (hillings  ;  equal,  in  its  power  over  the  ufes 
of  life,  to  the  prefent  power  of  feventy-two  pounds 
of  Sterling  money  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  from 
every  knight's  fee  or  forty  plough-gangs  bi  land  ; 
was  the  full  amount  of  the  fubfidy  which  the  fupe- 
rior Lord  was  permitted  to  exa£t,  upon  thofe  two 
occafions,  from  his  vaflais.  But,  the  rights  of  be- 
coming th^  guardian  of  his  vaffal's  minor  heir,  and 
of  receiving  a  certain  fum  in  the  name  of  hcriot 
from  the  heir  of  any  vaflal,  whether  that  heir  were 
a  minor,  or  might  have  attained  the  years  of  majo- 
rity, at  the  time  of  his  fucceiCon  j  were  ftill  refer- 
ved,  in  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  feudal  inftitutions, 
to  the  over4ord.  Maniacs  and  ideotsj  for  the  ge-  Maniac*. 
neral  fecurity  of  the  community,  were  t6  be  kept 
in  fafe  cuftody  by  their  relations  and  friends,  or  to 
be  imprifoned  by  the  judges  and  other  officers  of 
public  juftice.  The  inhabitants  o{  twtry  Jberiffdom 
or  ftewartry,  were  enjoined  to  refort  for  tranfac- 
tions  of  fale  and  purchafe,  only  to  markets  within 
the  confines  of  the  ftewartry  or  fherift'dom  to  which 

they 
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^'^•"-  they  refpeftively  belonged.  Judges  conwfted  of 
corruption  or  partiality  in  the  diftribution  of  juftice, 
were  to  become  ever  after  incapable  of  any  judicial 
employment.  To  prote£k  the  rights  of  fucceilion 
in  any  man*s  collateral  heirs,  it  was  ordained,  that 
a  widow  declaring  herfelf  to  be  with  child  by  her 
hufband,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  fhould,  thirty 
days  before  the  expedted  birth,  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  her  late  hulband^s  relations  ;  and  that 
they  fhould  diligently  watch  againft  all  poflibility 
of  her  impoling  a  fuppofitious  child,  to  (defraud 

Servants,  thcm  of' their  juft  rights  of  fucceffion^  S^rvants^ 
having  no  (hare  in  the  national  .legiflation,  were, 
among  their  other  hardfliips^  fubjcfted  to  the  re- 
ftraints  of  a  law,  which  prevented  a  fervant  from 
being  engaged- in  the  employment  of  a  new  mafter^ 
while  his  former  mafter  could  pretend  any  tolera- 
^  bly  plaufible  claims  to  his  fer vice.  With  a  Jaudable 
'  and  humane  juftice  to  thofe  who  were  accufed  of 
crimes,  it  was  provided,  that  they  fhould  not  be 
deprived  of  their  goods,  until  after  their  legal  con- 
viftion  of  the  crimes  of  ^which  they  fhould  have 

Recovery  bccn  accufed.  For  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to 
merchants,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  creditor,  after 
giving  fatisfaftory  proof  of  the  reality  and  juflice 
of  the  debt  which  he  claimed,  might  obtain  the 
imprifonment  of  his  debtor's  perfon,  the  fale  of 
his  perfonal  prpperty,  and  temporary  poffefSon  of 
his  lands.  All  men  were  ftriftly  forbidden  to  make 
•  themfeives 
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themfelves  avengers  each  in  his  own  caufe;  andwereSECT\ii. 
commanded  to  feek  the  redrefs  of  their  wrongs,  and 
the  vindication  of  their  rights  from  the  authority  of 
the  laws,  and  oftheirfovereign,  alone.  A  particular 
form  of  legal  procefs,  was  prei'cribed,  by  which  the 
heir  of  a  vaffal,  might  recover  poffeifion  of  his  fa- 
ther's lands,  unjuftly  withheld  from  him  by  the  fupe- 
rior  lord.  Whoever  l^id  a  complaint  againft  another 
perfon  in  the  forms  of  the  law^  was  obliged  to  give 
bond  for  the,profecution  of  the  charge,  until  a 
final  judgment  might  be  obtained.  Toproteft  theScditioui 
majejt'j  of  the  oovereign^  it  was  ordained  that  per- 
sons fpreading  falfe  reports,  to  excite  mutual  diifa- 
tisfa£tion  between  the  King  and  his  fubjeds,  ihould 
be  imprifoned,  upon  the  firft  difcovery  of  their 
guilt,  and  farther  punifhed,  at  the  King's  pleafure. 
Befide  ]\xAgtz\  prodors  to  aft  for  the  parties  at  law, 
^Xid  ferjeants  to  execute  the  fentences  and  mandates 
of  the  judges,  were  employed  in  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice*. 

These  and  fuch  other  laws  of  jnferior  impor- 
tance, as  were  enafted  during  this  reign,  for  the 
purpofe  of  defining  and  regulating  the  relations  be- 
tween  one  individual  and  another^  or  between  one  or- 
der of  individuals  and  another;  ^ere  but  fo  manyad- 
didons  to  the  fame  clafsof  the  ancient  laws,inftitut. 
ed  in  the  reigns  of  Bruce's  predeceflbrs.  The  authp- 

rity 
> 
*  Statuta  Robetti  Primi,  pffj/im. 
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«fCT.  n.  yjty  Qf  jjjQfe  ancient  laws,  was  renewed  and  con- 
firmed  by  Che  events  which  leated  Bruce  on  the 
Scotti(h  throne.  But,  new  fituations,  new  virtues, 
new  crimes,  and  new  knowledge,  required  thefe 
enlargements  and  correftions  of  the  laws  by  which 
the  mutual  relations  of  perfons  were  regulated. 

*^^  ^^'  •  Alij  the  individuals,  and  all  the  different  clalTes, 
tibc durict or  incorporated  bodies,  in  the  nation;  however 
oai7to  diftinguiflied  from  one   another  by  diverfity  of 


pmhr?"  Powers,  fituations,  and  duties  ;  compofed  but  one 
grand  Community.  The  whole  body  of  the  laws, 
by  which  the  mutual  and  common  obligations  of 
the  members  of  any  community,  are  defined  and 
e(lablifl)ed  ;  the  public  ofHcers  employed  under  the 
laws,  for  condafting  the  funftions  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  members  of  the  community  viewed  in 
their  relation  to  its  political  conftitution :  Thefe 
all  together  reprefent  the  Commonwealth  or  focial 
union  and  inierejis^  to  him  who  wifties  to  examine 
ahd  difcern  the  nature  of  his  puhllc  duties.  Thefe 
duties, — the  fervices  due  from  every  private  perfon 
to  the  Community  to  which  he  belongs  ;  are  recog- 
nized in  the  primary  union  of  all  afibciated  bodies 
of  men  ;  and  are  ftill  more  clearly  underftood,  and 
more  and  more  forcibljr  enjoined,  as  the  duration 
of  any  political  fociety  is  prolonged,  and  as  the 
code  of  its  legiflature  is  enlarged  and  improved. 

The 
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The  Jirji  grand  public  duty  of  individuals  to  the^'^J'-^ 
community  ;  to  defend  its  exigence,  its  union,  its 
rights ;  was  well  underftood,  and  zealoufly  per- 
formed by  the  Scots  of  this  Age.  Nor  were  they 
carelefs  of  the  duty  which  is  the  fecond  in  impor- 
tance of  thofe  due  from  private  perfons  to  the 
commonwealth ;  namely,  to  improve  and  perfeft, 
as  much  as  poflibie,  its  flru£ture,  and  all  the  parts 
of  which  it  is  compofed.  All  their  wars  with 
England,  were  waged  in  defence  of  the  indepen- 
dent exiftence,  the  policical  union,  and  the  rights 
of  the  Scottilh  nation.  That  law  among  the  Afts 
in  the  firft  colleftion  of  the  ftatutes  of  Robert  the 
Firft,  which  in  its  preamble,  records  the  exiftence 
of  diifenfions  artiong:  the  Nobles,  ever  fince  the 
death  of  Alexander  the  Third,  and  concludes  with 
enjoining  mutual  forbearance,  peace,  and  fubmif- 
Con  to  the  laws  ;  was  evidently  dictated  by  honeft 
regard  for  the  public  welfare.  The  fame  concern 
for  the  general  interefts  of  the  community,  fug- 
gcfted  the  ftatute  authorizing  the  King  to  imprifon, 
without  trial,  any  of  his  fubjefts  who  Ihould  be 
accufed  to  him,  of  propagating  rumours,  to  excite 
mutual  jealoufy  and  difcord  between  him  and  his 
people.  It  was  for  the  fake  of  the  general  welfare 
of  the  ftate ;  that  its  members  were  enjoined  by 
the  Parliament,  to  accoutre  themfelves,  each  with 
armour  fuitable  to  his  rank  and  wealth  ;  that  the 
exportation  of  goods  out  of  the  kingdom,  was  for 

Vol.  II.  A  a  ^  a  time 
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S'CT^i.  a  time  forbidden ;  that  Parliaments  were  held, 
and  the  authority  of  an  executive  government,  ac- 
knowledged. For  this  great  purpofe,  were  all 
thofe  meafures  anxioufly  employed,  which  were 
direded  to  provide  for  the  peaceable  tranfmiflion 
of  the  Crown  from  heir  to  heir,  in  the  line  of  the 
pofterity  of  Robert  Bruce.  For  this  end,  were 
all  thofe  treaties,  negotiations,  embaflies,  epiftles, 
which  occur  in  the  hiflory  of  the  public  tranfag- 
tions  of  the  Septs  of  this  Age*. 

Duties  of  The  public  duties  of  judges  were,  in  this  peri- 
judgcs.  qJ^  jj^pj.g  accurately  defined,  and  more  folemnly 
enjoined,  than  tfciey  had  been,  before ;  by  the  in- 
ftitution  of  laws  to  regulate  the  forms  of  proceed- 
ing in  their  courts,  and  to  provide  for  the  punilh- 
ment  of  their  corruption,  negligence,  or  partiality. 
The  public  duties  of  the  inferior  minifters  of  law 
and  juftice,  were  likewife  more  corredly  deter- 
mined than  they  had  formerly  been ;  by  a  law  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  attorney  or  agent  from  the  meffen- 
ger  or  ferjeant  belonging  to  the  baronial  or  royal 
court. 

The  public  duties  of  the  King,  the  Baron,  the 
Sokman  or  Ceorle,  the  Burgefs,  the  Ecclefiaftic, 
the  fervile  Peafapt ;  varied  and  enlarged  only  by 
thefe  and  fome  few  lefs  important,  new.a£ks  and 
inflitutions ;  remained,  in  all  other  refpeds,  the 
•  fame 
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fame  as  they  had  been  acknowledged  to  be  by  the^"J"- 
forms  of  the  ancient  laws,  written  or  cuftomary. 
The  King  was  ftill  the  General  of  the  national  Dutictaf 
troops;  the  adminiftrator  of  diftributive  juftice;kc.  °^' 
the  mod  auguft  and  exalted  member  of  the  Legif- 
lative  Aflemblies ;  the  ultimate  proprietor  of  al- 
moft  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom;  which  had 
been  either  originally  afligned  to  his  remote  pre- 
deceflbrs  for  the  fupport  of  the  regal  dignity,  or 
had  been  acquired  from  foreign  foes  by  conqueft, 
or  from  fubjefts  by  forfeiture.  The  Baron, 
Knight,  or  other  military  freeholder,  was  ftill 
obliged  to  ferve  the  King  in  arms,  for  a  certain 
number  of  days  in  each  year,  and  with  a  number 
of  armed  followers  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
the  lands  which  he  held  by  military  tenure.  The 
Burgefies  of  any  of  the  King's  burghs  ferved  him 
in  arms  ;  and  partly  by  other  lefs  honourable  fer- 
vices,  agreeably  to  the  peculiarities  of  their  bur* 
gage-charters.  The  Sokmen  performed  only  peace-^ 
fill,  menial  fervitudes.  The  Clergy  enjoyed  their 
lands  and  tithes,  fubjed  to  no  conditions  but  that 
of  difcharging  their  ghoftly  fundions.  The  viU 
lains  were  ftill  liable  to  be  tranfmitted  from  Lord 
to  Lord,  with,  or  without  the  lands  on  which  they 
lived  in  fervitude.  It  was  ftill  the  duty  of  all  thefe 
different  claffes  to  obey  the  direftion  of  the  lawfl^^ 
in  promoting  the  general  interefts  of  the  Commu-» 
nity,  with  zeal  and  adivity  proportioned  to  the 

advantages 
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^1L^  advantages  which  they  derived  from  its  fupport 

and  protedion. 

Duties  of  The  commonweahh  or  Community  thus  com- 
munh'^to  pofed  and  fupported,  had  powerful  means  to  re- 
bcr™*^^  ward  the  ferviccs  of  its  members  ;  and  employed 
a  grand  apparatus  of  fervants,  and  of  public  func« 
tions,  legiilative  and  executive,  to  maintain  its 
own  exiflence,  and  to  diffufe  throughout  all  its 
parts^  the  blefiings  of  civil  life.  It  employed  for 
this  purpofe,  that  Legiflative  Body  which  was 
legitimately  compofed  of  the  King  and  all  his 
free  vaflals,  at  the  aera  oi  its  primary  inilitutioa  ; 
when  the  nation  might  be  fuppofed  to  coniift 
only  of*  the  free  vaiTals  of  the  Crown,  their  wives 
and  children,  and  the  flaves  whom  the  fate  of 
war  or  fervile  birth,  had  fubjpded  to  their  ty- 
ranny. '  The  legiflative  body  had  originally  enac- 
ted or  tacitly  authorized  all  the  laws  written  or 
cuftomary,  which  were  obeyed  in  the  kingdom. 
FunaioTw  By  their  authority  the  King  reigned ;  and  was  fuc- 
lUm^trorCecded  on  the  throne,  after  his  death,  by  him 
^^^I^birwhom  the  feudal  laws  of  inheritance,  recognized 
for  his  heir.  Without  their  confent  and  appoint- 
ment, the  King  could  legally  do  noting  more  in 
the  government  of  the  ftate,  than  command  its  ar- 
mies,  maintain  its  domeftic  tranquillity,  arid  carry 
into  execution  \\  ofe  laws  which  the  national  legifla- 
ture  had  ordained.    No  new  taxes  could  be  levi- 

ed. 
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ed,  no  new  fervitude  could  bedemandedbytheSECT.il. 
King  from  his  vaflals ;  fave  only  thofe  taxes  and 
thofe  fervitudes  which  were  ftipulated  in  the  condi- 
tions of  their  tenures  ;  unlefs  thofe  vaffals  folenm- 
ly  affembled  in  Parliament,  fhould  have  formally 
granted  his  demands,  as  necefTary  to  anfwer  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate.  Not  only  the  great  mili^ 
tary  vaffals,  but  burgeifes,  alfo,  fokmen,  and  eccle- 
liaftics,  were,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  (late, 
and  by  the  conditions  of  their  tenures,  members 
of  the  great  Legiflative  Affembly.  Superior  wealth, 
more  furious  violence,  and  accidents  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  focial  eftablifhment,  had  reduced  the 
fokmen,  the  burgeffes,  and  the  inferior  clergy  to 
affift,  only  by  feleft  reprefentation,  in  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  Legiflature.  At  the  firft;  it  had  been 
otherwife. 

The  members  of  r^his  Legiflative  Affembly 
were  called  together  by  the  King  alone,  for 
the  difcharge  of  their  Legiflative  funftions.  He 
prefided  in  their  meetings ;  but  had  jiot  in  hlm- 
felf,  at  this  time,  power  to  annul  or  rejeft  their 
decrees.  The  majority  of  voices  prevailed  to 
didate  the  law  in  any  deliberation.  Their  clerks 
recorded  their  tranfaftions.  The  laws  they  or- 
dained, were  promulgated  through  the  kingdom 
by  the  King's  Jheriffs  and  other  officers  of  juftice. 
The  care  of  carrying  thofe  laws  into  execution, 

.    '  remained 
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sbct.  n.  remsuned  in  all  ordinary  cafes,  with  the  King  a- 
lone*. 

*  Next  after  the  Lcgiflative  Body  of  the  nation, 
thus  conftituted,  ading  for  thofe  purpofes,  and 
obferving  fuch  forms  of  procedure  j  the  Community 
by  its  political  conilitution,  intruded  to  the  King^ 
the  performance  of  thofe  duties  which  it  owed  to 
Fiindtionsthe  individuals  afibciated  under  it.  The  King 
^^f  was  the  only  fervant,  properly  fpeaking,  whom 
the  community  employed  to  defend  it  againft  fo- 
reign enemies,  and  to  proteft  its  domeflic  peace. 
To  him  was  committed  the  execution  of  all  its 
laws.  It  was  his  bufmefs  to  proted  by  the  power 
with  which  he  was  legally  invefted,  all  private  per- 
fons  and  the  community  itfelf  in  the  exercife  of  all 
their  duties,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights. 
While  the  Legiflative  Body  was  not  affembled,  no 
power  within  the  ftate,  could  lawfully  refift  the 
royal  authority,  otherwife  than  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Legiflature  and  the  laws.  Even  when  aifembled 
for  the  exercife  of  their  Legiflative  fundions,  they 
could  controul  the  authority  of  the  King,  only  by 
a  formal,  Legiflative  adf . 


▼cDuet. 


Royal  re-  FoR  his  perfoual  fupport,  and  as  means  to  en- 
able him  to  difcharge  the  executive  fundkions  com- 
mitted to  him  by  the  political  conftitution  of  the 
fl:ate,  the  King  poflefled  lands  and  caftles,  and  va- 
,  '  rious 
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rious  other  fources  of  revenue.    His  lands  wereS««T.  n. 
in  part  granted  out  to  the  officers  of  his  army,  his 
houfehold,  and  his  civil  government,  to  rewaiid 
their  fervices,  while  they  remained  in  office.     O- 
ther  parts  of  the  royal  domains  were  poffefTed  by 
the  nniilitary  valTals  of  the  Crown }  Barons,  Knights, 
and  Efquires ;  on  the  condition  of  their  perform- 
ing at  the  command  of  their  Sovereign  and  fupe- 
rior  Lord,  certain  military  fervices  fpecified  in  the 
written  deeds  recording  the  grants  of  their  pofTef- 
fions.     The  burgeffes  and  other  free  vaflals  polTef- 
fed  other  parts  of  the  royal  domains  upon  the  con- 
dition of  paying  money  and  menial  fervices,  either 
folely,  or  together  with  occafional  military  fervice. 
Some  parts  of  the  Crown  lands,  were  ftill  retained  in 
the  natural  poffeffion  ^f  the  King  himfelf,  and  were 
managed  by  hinds  attached  to  the  foil,  under  the  di- 
redion  of  the  King's  ftewards,  or  other  domeftic 
officers. 

In  addition  to  thefe  engines  of  power  and  fources Tax«  and 
of  revenue,  the  Kings  of  Scotland  had,  before  this*^°°**' 
time,  begun  to  derive  a  permanent  or  occafional  in- 
jcome  from  taxes  levied  on  the  tranfadions  of  mer- 
chandize. Such  an  income  could  not  be  legally 
received  by  them,  without  the  fanftion  and  ap- 
pointment of  i|ie  Parliament.  But,  in  thefe  times, 
power  did  not  always  requeft  the  aid  of  law  ;  nor 
could  its  alliance  always  proted,  or  give  energy  to 
weaknefs.    A  tax  of  cuflom  was  levied  upon  the 

wool 
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^^;^"-  wool  rtportcd  from  Berwick.  Salmons,  herrings, 
tallow,  hides,  and  all  other  fubjefts  of  exportation, 
were  unqueftionably  fubjefted  to  the  payment  ot  a 
fimilar  charge  to  the  Monarch.  It  was  in  the 
power  of  the  King  and  his  Parliamtrrit  to  prevent 
the  importation  jof  goods  by  foreign  merchants, 
otherwife  than  upon  the  condition  of  the  imporf  Ing 
merchants  paying  reafonaMe  taxes  out  of  their 
profits  from  the  falc  of  tiie  imported  goods*. 

Extracrdi-  EvEN  the  Ordinary  revenue  of  the  Crown,  drawn 
nary  aids,  fjom  thefc  different  fources,  was.  often  found  Ina- 
deqAiate  to  the  exigencies  of  that  adminiftration  of 
government  which  was  confided  to  the  King.  In 
fuch  cafes,  it  l>ecame  neceffary  for  the  monarch  to 
throw  himfelf  upon  the  liberality  of  his  vaflals, 
aiked  from  more  or  fewer  of  them,  individually  j 
to  feize  by  force  and  illegally,  thofe  fupplies  which 
he  needed ;  or  to  aifemble  his  free  vafTals  in  Par- 
liament, and  there  to  explain  his  wants,  and  de- 
mand the  neceffary  fubfidies.  To  fome  pecuniary 
aids  from  his  vaffals,  to  be  contributed  at  flated 
periods,  he  was  intitled  by  the  cuftoms  of  feudal 
.  tenure,  and  by  the  conditions  of  the  grants  which 
he  had  beftowed. 

'  Thesb  revenues,  occafional  and  j^rmanent,  ena- 
bled the  King  to  maintain  for  the  diftribution  of 
juftice.  Sheriffs^  who  had  now  come  in  the  room 
of  the  Earls  or  Counts j  whofe  fubftitutes  they  origi- 

I  nally 
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nally  were:  a  Jitjliciary  of  the  kingdom  whofeSEcr.  it, 
duty  It  was  annually  to  perambulate  the  different  y  he  Kin  ;> 
diJtricls  of  the  country,  and  to  pronounce  fentence^J^I^^]^:'^ 
in  criminal  cafes,  with  the  full  force  of  the  royal**"^  ^•^''•^• 
auth#)rlty  :  a  Chamberlain,  wlio  likewife  travelled* 
through  the  kingdom  annually,  and  at  his  courts 
took  cognizance  of  matters  connected  with  the  or- 
dinary oeconomy  of  induftry,  trade,  and  public 
police ;  judged  in  all  caufes  connefted  with  the 
receipt  of  the  royal  revenues  ;  and  afted  as  the 
principal  ordinary  receiver  of  thefe  revenues  for 
his  Sovereign's  ufe.  This  had  once  been  more 
properly  the  bufmefs  of  the  King's  Steward.  But, 
that  otlicer  had  been  gradually  exalted  from  a  mere- 
ly domeftlc,  and  private  fervant,  to  the  moft  con- 
fl)icuous  and  important  ftation  in  adminiftering  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  King.  The 
Cupbearer^  the  Majicr  of  the  Wardrobe^  and  the 
other  officers  of  tlie  royal  houfliold  ;  although  not 
direftly  or  properly  concerned  in  the  public  admi* 
niftration,  yet  unavoiJahly  acquired  authority  in 
the  King's  counfels,  and  became  miiiiflers  of  his 
government,  in  confequence  of  their  fituation  in 
his  family,  and  near  his  perfon*. 

Besidk  thofe  officers  to  v/hom  the.  royal  power ii;s?.!::i- 
was  partially  delegated  for  the  diftribution  of  juf-|;^.',^/^^"' 
tice,  for  the  levying  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  for 

Vol.  II.  B  b  b  managing 
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Sect.  II.  managing  the  oeconomy  of  the  King's  houfehold  ; 
he  had  alfo  his  High  Con/lab le^tht  commander  of  the 
National  Cavalry,  whofe  bufmefs  was  to  fummon  to 
adual  fervice  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  ferve  on 
horfeback,  againft  the  King's  enemies,  and  tcv  lead 
them  upon  the  deftined  expeditions  ;  a  Lord-Mar^ 
jhal^  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  armies,  fub- 
jeft  in  authority  only  to  the  King  himfelf,  and  to 
his  High  Steward ;  at  left,  at  thofe  times  when  the 
national  forces  were  adually  in  the  field  ;  and 
when  the  King  did  not,  by  fpecial  command,  in- 
truft  the  conduft  of  any  particular  enterprize,  to 
another,  rather  than  to  ihcMarJhaL  Under  thefe 
high  military  officers,  the  King  employed  alfo  Go- 
vernors  of  Forts  and  Cajlles ;  and  Barons  and 
Knights^  commanding  each  that  proportion  of  the 
royal  forces  which  attended  him,  as  his  own  fol- 
lowers, to  ferve  under  the  royal  banner*. 

Other  officers,  domeftic,  civil,  and  military, 
were  like  wife  occafionally  employed  by  the  King 
to  perform  certain  fervices  ;  which  although  fal- 
ling properly  within  the  province  of  fome  one  or 
other  of  the  officers  above  mentioned,  yet  could 
not  for  the  time,  be  conveniently  difcharged  by 
Ambafla-  him.  Such  Were  ambaffadors  fent  to  conduct 
political  negotiations  with  foreign  courts ;  to  con- 
clude treaties  of  peace,  to  propofe  the  exchange  of 

prifoners, 
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prifoners,  to  pay  or  to  receive  homage  in  the  nameS^cT.  n. 
of  their  mafter. 


These  were  the  revenues  put  into  the  King's 
hands  ;  and  thefe  the  fervants  civil,  military,  and 
domeftic,  whom  he  was  enabled  to  employ  :  in  or- 
der  that  he  might  adequately  difcharge  thofe  duties 
which  he  owed  to  the  Community,  in  confequence 
of  the  high  rank  he  held  in  it ;  and  thofe  functions 
of  proteftion,  encouragement,  and  reftraint,  which 
the  Community  required  him,  as  its  firft  fervant, 
under  the  Parliament  of  the  nation,  .to  perform 
towards  all  its  individual  members. 

Assizes  or  Juries  ;  a  part  of  the  Political  Con-jurict. 
ftitution  of  the  Scottifh  State,  which  derives  its 
origin  from  the  policy  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglo- 
Saxons ;  ferved  partly  to  aid  the  royal  authority 
in  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  partly  to  reftrain  it 
from  the  oppreffive  abufe  of  its  powers.  The 
^^^g*s  yu/iiciary  was  not  authorized  to  decide, 
alone,  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes,  at  any  of  the 
courts  which  he  held.  It  was  his  bufinefs  to  fum- 
mon  the  whole  freeholders  of  every  county  to  meet 
him  at  his  court  within  that  county  :  He  then 
heard  their  complaints  of  injuftice  fufFered  from 
one  another,  or  from  ftrangers :  Thofe  who  had 
neither  done  nor  fuffered  wrong  for  which  there 
was  redrefs  demanded,  and  who  were  friends  equal- 
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^^^^\"-  ly  to  the  coniplalncrs  and  to  the  accufcd,  were  cal- 
led to  determine  concerning  the  truth  of  the  com- 
])'?::it:i  offered,  and  the  degree  of  the  injury  that 
had  been  fuftained  :  When  thefe  men  compofmg 
the  Jury  or  AJJlze^  had  determined  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  complaint,  and  the  nature  of  the 
wrong }  the  Jujliciary  or  other  judge  then  pro- 
nounced the  fcntence  of  the  law  againft  the  crinii- 
.  nal.  In  civil,  as  well  as  in  criminal  cafes,  the 
enquiries  and  determinations  of  the  Jury  ftill  pre- 
ceded and  directed  the  fentence  of  the  Judge,  The 
Sheriffij ;  judges  theinfelves,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
yujliciary ;  attended  his  .courts,  fimply  to  do  him 
honour  by  their  attendance,  and  to  affift  in  the 
carrying  of  his  fentences  into  execution, 

jurifdic-  The  Barons,  the  Magiflrates  of  every  burgh, 
Larons  the  Bifhops  and  Abbnts  who  poflelfcd  the  baronies 
Bur-hs  ^^  ^*'^  Church  ;  exercifcd,  each  within  his  own 
doui«ii?i.s  a  fubordinate  judiciary  power  over  thofe 
tenants  and  vaiikls  who  were  dependent  upon 
the'n,  or  held  lands  from  them,  by  whatever  fpe- 
cie^  of  tenure.  ±v  the  courts  of  the  Barons,  forms 
of  law  V.  ere  obferved  (irailar  to  thofe  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  royal  courts.  But  certain  fpecies  v>f 
caufes  were  referved  for  the  judgment  of  the  King 
or  his  Jufticiaries  alone  ;  and  from  the  fentence  of 
a  Baron  or  his  Bailiff  prefiding  in  his  court,  the 
parlies  might  appeal  to  the  King,  and  carry  thtir 
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caufe  before  the  regal  courts  for  new  inveftigationStcT.  11. 

and  decifion*. 


ScJCH  was  the  general  oeconomy  of  thofe  means ^cwfta- 
which  were  provided  by  the  Political  ConftitutionguUtiBR 
of  the  State,  to  enable  the  community  to  prefervconhe  **^ 
its  own  exiftence,  and  to  protefl:  and  fupport  its^^^™™"' 
members.     In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  period jj^'^^™' 
extending  from  the  latter  part  of  the  thirteenth 
nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the 
variations  of  cuftom,  and  new  provifions  of  writ- 
ten  law,  added  fome  new  regulations,  and  abro- 
gated fome  of  the  ancient  forms  refpecting  thefe 
matters.     To  this  head  are  naturally  to  be  referred 
thofe  ftatutes  of  the  Parliaments  of  Robert  Bruce 
which  particularly  enjoin  the  equal,  impartial  dif- 
tribution  of  juftice  among  all  the  King's  fubjeds, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  ;  thofe  which  are  directed  to 
regulate  the  equipment  and  the  attendance  of  them 
whofe  duty  it  was,  to  fcrve  in  the  royal  armies  ; 
thofe  which  fpecify  new  forms  of  judicial  proce- 
dure ;  thofe  which  forbid  the  fale  or  gift  of  armour 
to  the  enemies  of  the  nation;  thofe  which  denounce 
fevere  penalties  againft  perfons  violently  oppofmg 
the  King's  officers  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  ; 
thofe  which  grant  to  the  inhabitants  of  Galloway, 
the  benefit  of  the  laws   of  Scotland,  abolilhing 
whatever  was  oppreffive  in  the  cuftoms  of  order 

and 
♦  Reglam  Majcftatein,/^OT. 
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Sect^ii.  and  government  to  which   the  Galwegians  had 
been  formerly  fuujecl*. 

Rrrapitu-  And  thefe  were  in  this  period,  the  laws  enabled  to 
ilium  con-  j-^  the  ancient  code  of  the  ScottiQi  leexflation, 
lici-aw*.  iQ  accommodate  it  to  the  ahered  circumftances  of 
the  lime,  or  to  revive  and  confirm  beneficial  an- 
cient laws  that  had  fallen  into  difufe.  In  defining 
and  regulating  the  relations  between  perfons  and 
property  ;  the  relations  of  civil  intercourfe  be- 
tween one  private  perfon  and  another ;  the  politi- 
cal  relations  of  individuals  to  the  community  ; 
and  thofe  again  of  the  whole  community  to  the 
individuals,  and  the  orders  of  whom  it  was  com- 
pofed ;  was  this  whole  code  of  wriiicn  laws ; 
with  the  cuftomary  laws  eftablifhed  by  the  known 
and  uncontradicted  practice  of  the  country,  and 
by  the  forms  and  precedent3  of  judicial  courts ; 
exclufively  employed^ 

Compared  with  the  laws  of  Scotland,  fuch  as 

they  appear  to  have  been  from  the  time  of  David 

the  Firfl:  to  the  days  of  Alexander  the  Second  ; 

the  ftatuics  of  the  Parliaments  of  Robert  Bruce 

plainly  bcfpcak  an  improvement  in  the  ideas  of 

the  Scots  concerning  political  and  civil  rights  and 

duties.     Confidered  in  rcfpecl  to  the  freedom  or 

fervitU'Je  of  the  fubjefts,  they  fliew  the  feudal  con- 

ilitution,  not  to  have  been  that  fyflem  of  tyran- 

nica! 
*  Statuta  Roberti  Primi. 
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nical  oppreffion,  which  it  has  been  reprefentcd  to'^^T.  a 
be.     The  peafantry  were  indeed  flaves.     But  all 
the  other  fubjecls  of  rhe   government,  enjoyed, 
while  feodifm  flouriflied  in  its  full  vigour  ;  a  fpe- 
cies  of  turbulent  liberty  which  was  often  fcarcely 
compatible  with  civil  order.     From   the   ancient  Rcficc- 
conflitution  of  the  Old  Scortifli  and  Angio-Saxonthe  pro 
governments,  the  feudal  coniHiution  of  the  Scot.[ff"^jj^* 
tifh  government    now  differed   in  little  elfe,  ex-?'^"^"^* 

o  ^      '  JLaws. 

cept  in  that  the  King  was  fupreme  proprietor  of 
all  or  almoft  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom  ;  a 
change  accomplifhed  chiefly  by  the  progrefs  of 
manners,  by  the  confequences  of  frequent  con- 
quefls  of  new  territories,  and  by  the  forfeiture  of 
the  poffcffions  of  wealthy  fubjcfts.  From  the  feu- 
dal eftablifhments,  fuch  as  they  had  appeared  at 
their  firlt  formal  inftitution  in  Europe,  the  prefent 
feodifm  of  Scotland,  differed  only  in  this  circum- 
ftance;  that  offices,  and  pt^flcffions  v/hich  were 
originally  granted  by  the  King,  only  during  the 
life  and  good  behaviour  of  the  perfons  who  ob- 
tained them,  had  before  this  time  become  in^  al- 
moft all  inftances  hereditary  ;  becaufe  the  idea  of 
hereditary  fucceffion  is  extremely  natural  in  the 
human  m.ind  ;  and  becaufe  the  inhabitants  of  Eu- 
rope were  acquainted  with  fo  few  modes  of  the 
transference  of  office,  of  compenfation,  and  of  pof- 
feffion,  that  they  neceffarily  adopted  only  that 
which  was  in  their  circumflances  the  mod  obvi- 

ous. 


nuch  gTLit 
ler    inilitarl 
jwcr,  whiJ 


384  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Boo 

Sect.  ii.  qus.     Sq  far  as  the  feudal  conftirution  of  rhe  Scoli 
tilh  government  was  clianc^ed  ;  it  was  by  an  inlL^a 
fible  ufurpation  by  thtr  King  of  a  portion  of  po^vJl 
which  the  original  fpirit  of  the  couflitution  bi 
not  confided  into  his  hands ;  but  by  a  much  grcit 
er  ufurpation  of  the  Nobles  and  other 
freeholders,  of  hereditary  wealth  and  po 
ought  ftill  to  have  remained  partly  with  the  ^injj 
and  in  part  with  the  community  at  large.     Koti 
but  that  this  change  and  thefe  ufurpations   wcrt 
perhaps  fcrviceable  to  the  progrcfs  of  civility  an: 
refinement,  becaufe  they  tended  to  introduce  gra- 
dually a  better  order  of  things.     Even  the  flavcj, 
however,  by  their  numbers,  by  the  meliorated  cul- 
toms  of  fervitude,  arid  by  the  influence  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  began  to  recover  fomething  of  that  liberty 
of  which  conquefl:  and  opprcflion  had  deprived 
their  forefathers. 


Title*  Kank  as  a  thing  diftincl  from  actual  wealth  c: 

fi  "Is^of  po^^'^^  >  ^^^^^^  merely  honorary  ;  and  cnjtg72s  ci 
honour  drefs  or  armorial  bearing,  exprcflive  of  the  ho- 
nours, power,  alliances,  wealth,  or  glory  of  the 
wearer  ;  were  now,  at  length,  fo  cohfiderable  in 
the  fyftem  of  life  and  civil  policy,  as  to  deferve  a 
place  in  the  hiftory  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Scots 
of  this  time. 


Trii 
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The  expreffion  of  thought  by  iattitude,  gefture,^*^Jv"- 
painting,  and  moveable  material  figns,  is  as  an- origin  and 
cient,  and  as  natural  to  man,  as  the  communication ,r<,^/y.i^v/7 
of  his  defires  and  purpofes  by  vocal  founds.  The 
Art  (f  Writing  is  poftcrior  to  that  of  preferving  and 
communicating  the  knowledge  of  events  by  the 
ufe  of  hieroglyphic  charafters.  Speech  and  writ- 
ing, improved  even  to  their  hi^heft  perfeftion,  can 
never  wholly  fuperfede  the  ufe  of  paintings  and 
other  material  figns  in  the  intercourfe  of  intelli- 
gence between  man  and  man.  After  hieroglyphics 
and  other  filent  figns  of  thought  have  been  rejec- 
ted out  of  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  fociety  ;  they 
are  ftill  preferved  for  certain  folemn  purpofes,  in 
the  accomplifhment  of  which  they  feem  to  be  pe- 
culiarly fignificant,  or  to  beftow  extraordinary 
dignity.  Such  are  the  folemnitics  of  religion  ; 
the  ceremonials  of  courts  ;  afl:s  accompanying  the 
ratification  of  peace  between  hoftile  nations,  or 
their  mutual  denunciations  of  war ;  trophies  of 
victory  ;  fligmata  of  infamy ;  tokens  of  mutual 
affection  between  friends  or  lovers  ;  and  relics 
which  preferve  the  remembrance  of  the  dead 
to  thofe  furvivors  to  whom  their  memory  is 
dear. 

From  this  ufe  of  hieroglyphic  paintings,  and 
other  material  (igns  of  human  thought,  advantage- 
oufly  continued,  even  after  the  perfeftion  of  fpeech 

Vol.  II.  C  c  c  and 
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Sect.  II.  and  of  written  language  ;  have  arifcn  all  the  infig- 
Herald-  nia  of  Heraldry^  and  all  the  exterior  marks  of 
tYii.f  morc^^^^"^^^^  and  honour.  Even  naked  favages  have 
than  a  par- been  obferved  to  paint  and  punfture  their  bodies 
plication   in  a  manner  intended  to  diftinguim  high  birth, 

of  hiero-  ,  jf»«r  ri 

giyphics.  valour,  power,  and  dignity  from  meannefs,  weak- 
ness, and  cowardice.     Among   the   ancient    Ro- 
mans, the  nobles  preferred  ftatues  of  their  ancef- 
tors  in  their  houfes,  and  exhibited  them  at  their 
Heraldry    funcral  folemnitics.     In  modem  Europe,  among 
ed  a^rcgu-^hofe  nations  who  fubdued  the  Roman  Empire, 
among^thc^^^  in  the  ages  which  intervened  between  the  time 
nations  of  of  its  fall  and  the  aera  of  the  revival  of  civilization 

modern 

luropc.  and  learning,  the  Heraldic  Art  had  acquired  a  re- 
gular iform :  And  thofe  rude  warriours  who  wanted 
in  a  great  meafure  the  benefit  of  letters  to  preferve 
and  celebrate  their  glory,  were  obliged  to  tnift  to 
the  emblazonments  of  the  Herald,  and  the  tale  or 
ballad  of  the  Minftrel.  The  fhield  worn  by  the 
foldief  to  defend  his  breaft,  was  the  tablet  on  which 
werti  infcribed  the  hieroglyphics  of  his  glory.  On  it 
were  reprefented  emblems  of  his  valour, of  his  power, 
of  other  qualities  in  his  character,  and  other  circum- 
flances  in  his  condition.  It  bore  alfo  figures  bifto- 
rically  allufive  perhaps  to  fome  great  aftion  which  he 
had  recentlyperformed.  Paintings  of  the  limbs5or  of 
the  whole  bodies  of  animals ;  reprefentations  of  the 
celeftial  figns ;  the  forms  of  every  thing  remarkable 
in  the  realms  of  art  or  nature,  were  affumcd  as  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  infignia  to  grace  the'fhield  of  the  warriour.s^cT.  11. 
Thefe  reprefcntations  were  abbreviated,  in  order 
that  as  much  meaning  as  poilibie  might  be  crowded 
within  the  narrow  fpace  of  the  expofed  fide  of  the 
ihield.  Colours,  relative  pofition  upon  the  ihield, 
every  diverfity  of  afpeft  or  circumftances,  however 
minute,  was  made  iignificant.  Alliance,  rank,  dig- 
nities, almoft  all  events  in  the  fortunes  of  human 
life,  gradually  came  to  be  reprefented  in  the  hiero- 
glyphics of  the  herald.  The  warriour's  creft  was 
exhibited  as  fur  mounting  his  (hicld.  Slaves  or  the 
figures  of  inferior  animals  were  introduced,  fupport- 
ing  and  expofing  to  view  the  cnfigns  of  his  dignity 
and  honours.^  The  Herald^  who  was  allied  in  his  of- 
fice and  charaAer  to  the  Minftrel,  but  more  honour- 
able than  the  minftrels  in  their  degraded  flate;  who 
was  ufually  employed  to  fummon  the  national  fol- 
diery^to  join  their  Sovereign's  banners  ;  and  was  in- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  diflinguilhing  thofe  foldiers 
from  one  another,  as  they  arrived,  and  of  affigning 
them,  under  his  commander's  orders,  their  feveral 
ranks  and  ftations:  the  Herald  w^s^^t  the  fame  time, 
the  oiHccr  who  emblazoned  the  warriour's  fhield ; 
and  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  explain  the  meaning,  and  to 
adjuft  the  proprieties  of  the  heraldic  hieroglyphics. 
It  was  his  bufmefs  likewife,  to  regulate  all  the  ce- 
remonials of  combat,  and  to  hear  propof^ils  of  truce 
ftr  peace  between  contending  foes*. 

This 
•     '^  See  Guilllm :— Nlibet :— Dallawav. 
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stcT.  1!.       This  fyftem  of  the  enfignp  and  ceremonials  of 
scottiOi    honour  and  of  public  intercourfe,  had  been  gra- 
Hcraidry.  ju^]iy  eftabliflicd  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  countries  of  Europe.     In  the  earlieft  times 
in  which  the  Scots  had  any  thing  of  the  order  of 
civil  government  among  them,  they-  ufed  alfo  in- 
fignia  of  honour,  and  ceremonials  of  intercourfe ; 
although  thcfe  were  then  indeed  firaple  and  rude. 
The  introdutlion  of  the  feudal  forms  and  cuftoms 
of  France  and  England  into  Scotland,   brought 
with  it,  an  improvement  and  a  multiplication  of 
their   heraldic   ceremonies   and   enfigns.      When 
titles  of  dignity,  merely  honorary,  began  at  length 
to  be  conferred  among  them  ;  and  when  noble  fa- 
milies were  permanently  eftabliflied  in  the  king- 
dom ;  thefe  circumftance§  created  a  neceffity  for 
the  paying  of  new  and  more  anxious  attention  to 
the    forms   and   hieroglyphics  of  heraldry.     He- 
ralds were  to  be  at  length  united  into  a  body 
fubjecl  to  certain  common  regulations  ;    depen- 
dent upon  the  Lord-MarCbal,  and  upon  certain  fu- 
perior  officers  among  themfelves.     In  certain  cafes 
a  judicial  power  was  to  be  attributed  to  them. 
The  reprefentations  on  Ihields,  and  coats  of  armo- 
rial bearing  became  objefts  of  mighty  importance 
to  the  Scottifh,  and  not  Icfs  to  the  Englifli  nobles 
and  warriours  of  thefe  times.     FroifTart  has  com- 
memorated in  a  rhyming  fotm,  the  armorial  bear- 
ings, of  the  Knights  and  Barons  who,  foon  after 

this 
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this  period,  attended  Edward  the  Third  of  Eng*8«cT.  11. 
land  at  the  fiege  of  Caerlaverock.  In  the  year  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twelve,  Hugh  Harding, 
an  Englifliman  challenged  William  de  Saintlowe, 
a  Scotfman,  as  wearing  without  a  juft  right,  the 
armorial  coat  of  the  name  and  family  of  Harding* 
By  the  permiffion  of  the  Scottifli  King,  they  mu- 
tually appealed  for  the  decifion  of  the  right  between 
them,  to  the  event  of  a  fingle  combat.  At  Perth 
they  fought ;  Harding  mattered  his  antagonift  j 
and  Saintlowe  was  diverted  of  his  coat  of  arms. 
In  the  progrefs  of  this  hiftory,  we  fliall  find,  from 
time  to  time,  new  memorials  of  the  ancient  ftate 
of  heraldry  in  Scotland,  which  will  enable  us  gradu- 
ally to  examine  and  to  hold  up  to  view,  all  that  is 
curious  or  important  in  the  art*. 

With  the  progrefs  of  heraldry,  and  with  thofe origin  of 
changes  which  the  lapfe  of  time,  infenfibly  pro-^*^'^dyho. 
duced  upon  the  civil  and  military  policy  of  the"^'"^^^'* 
Scottifh  government ;  the  gradual  rife  of  merely 
honorary  nobility,  was  intimately  connected.     In 
the  original  diftinftions  of  rank  in  Scotland,  there 
had  been  no  titles  barely  honorary.     Every  title 
implied  the  office  and  the  authority  of  the  perfon 
on  whom  it  Vv^as  beftowed.    The  King  was  the  firft 
magiftrate  of  the  ftate  :   An  Earl  or  Count  was  the 
;ict:ual  military  and  civil  ruler  of  a  particular  dif- 

tria 
*  Fordun : — Froif&rt : — Ni/bet. 
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«£CT^iL  triQt  of  the  kingdom :  A  Baron  was  a  warriour 
commanding  a  certain  number  of  his  own  armed 
vafials  in  the  King's  army,  and  pofleffing  lands 
fufficient  to  fupport  his  folFowers  :  A  Knight  was 
a  fingle  warriour  ferving  on  horfeback,  and  com- 
pletely armed  :  An  Efquire  was  the  fole  attendant 
on  zKnigbt  I  A.  Sheriff  or  Vif county  was'thefub- 
ftitute  of  a  Count  or  Earl^  employed  to  govern  his 
county  or  earldom^  while  he  himfelf  was  abfent : 
A  Lord  was  a  perfon  pofleffing  an  eftate  in  land, 
and  maintaining  an  houfhold.     Almoft   all  the 
other  titles  of  honour  known  in  Scotland,  were 
denominations  of  office,  which  have  never  yet 
wholly  lofl  their  primary  fignification.     The  chan- 
ges of  civil  policy  in  Scotland,  had  already  re- 
duced the  Count  or  Earl  from  being'the  governor 
of  a  particular  diflrid  to  be  fimply  the  proprietor 
of  an  eftate,  over  the  inhabitants  of  which  indeed 
he  exercifed  an  hereditary  jurifdidion,  but  fo  as  not 
wholly  to  exclude  the  authority  of  theKing.  The  dif- 
tinflion  of  L^r^had  now  begun  to  be  confined  to  Ba- 
rons alone,  and  even  to  Barons  of  more  than  ordinary 
eminence.     The  office  and  denomination  of  Vifcount 
were  rare :  The  Sheriff  y^^^  the  ordinary  magiftrate, 
employed  to  difcharge,  with  inferior  authority,  in 
every  county,  thofe  funftions  which  had  been  for- 
merly intrufled  to  the  Earl.   Knight  was  ftill  applied 
in  its  primary  fignification :  Every  man  of  free, 
military  birth ;  unftained  by  any  crime  of  his  own, 

or 
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or  of  his  parents  ;  and  poffefling  wealth  fufficientSecr.iL 
to  enable  him  to  accoutre  himfelf  in  the  proper 
armour,  to  acquire  a  horfe  to  bear  him,  and  to  re- 
tain an  'Efquire  to  follow  him  ;  migbt^  when  he 
had  attained  the  maturity  of  his  ftrength  and  years, 
with  due  fkill  and  dexterity  in  military  difcipline  ; 
might  then  claim  the  honour  of  being  knighted 
by  the  hand  of  any  illuilrious  Knight  from  whom 
he  fhould  defire  to  have  that  diftindion  conferred 
upon  him.  Spurs  gilt  with  gold,  were  a  common 
enfign  of  the  knighthood  of  him  who  wore  them. 
Such  was  the  prefent  ftate  of  military  honours  in 
Scotland*. 

The  ftate  of  the  knowledge  and  pradice  ofRiuGuor; 
Religion  had  not  been  greatly  improved  in  Scot- 
landy  from  the  aera  of  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third,  to  the  death  of  Robert  Bruce.   The  Clergy     ' 
were  ftill  regarded  as  the  minifters  and  vicegerents 
of  Heaven  :  having  power  from  God  to  bind  and 
to  releafe,  to  acquit  or  to  condemn.     They  ftill  Ooarine*^ 
taught,  that  fubmifSon  to  their  authority,  and  a  due^p7^^ 
care  to  gratify  them  with  wealth  and  other  rewards, 
were  the  fitteft  means  which  the  profane  Laity  could 
employ  to  win  the  forgivenefs  and  the  favour  of 
their  God.     They  taught,  that  the  violation  of  the 
obligations  of  morality,  was  indeed  heinoufly  fiij- 
ful ;  but  that  prayers,  charitable  munificence,  pe- 
nitential difcipline,  the  indulgences  of  the  church, 

and 
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sect^ii.  and  the  attribution  of  the  luperabundant  merits  of 
Jefus  Chriit  and  his  Saints  to  the  guiltj  fuiner, 
were  fufficient  to  atone  to  God  for  every  cricne 
that  mankind  could  commit.  They  had  exalted  a 
multitude  of  pretended  faints  to  (bare  with  God 
Moft  High^  the  adoration  of  themfelves  and  their 
difciples.  They  had  contrived  to  extend  their 
pretended  power  over  the  fate  of  men,  beyond  the 
term  of  the  prefent  life ;  by  preienting  to  tbe  ima* 
gination  of  the  affrighted,  dying  fmner,  a  ftate  of 
purgatory  beyond  the  grave,  from  which  their 
mafles  and  prayers  might  relieve  him,  before  the 
full  lapfe  of  the  deftined  period  of  his  purifying 
fufferings.  They  taught,  that  the  wicked  dead 
were  often  fcnt  amid  their  torments,  to  walk  the 
earth  by  night ;  to  haunt  in  mifery  thrfc  fcenes 
in  which  their  guilty  deeds  had  been  perpetrated ; 
to  reveal  the  fecrets  of  their  guilt,  to  the  furvi- 
vors ;  and  thus  to  deliver  thefc  from  entangle- 
ments in  which  the  crimes  of  the  departed  wretch, 
had  involved  them  ;  or  to  procure  new  prayers 
and  other  vicarious  fervices  from  the  living,  by 
the  efficacy  of  wh'ch  the  perturbed  fpirit  might  at 
length  be  permitted  to  reft  in  peace*  Eremitical 
retreat  from  the  intercourfe  of  the  world,  devout 
contemplation,  prayer,  and  folitary  conVerfe  with 
God,  had  in  the  eftiniation  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity 
of  this  Age,  the  higheft  merit  tl^at  man  could  pof- 
fefs  in  the  fight  of  Heaven.     Believing  that  Jefus 

Chrift, 
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Chrifl,  the  Son  of  God,  had  vicarioufly  endured  ^^^^'; 
the  fuSerings  due  to  erring  mankind,  afnd  had 
wrought  works  of  righteoufnefs  to  be  imputed  to 
men;  they  extended  the  fame  principle  farther, 
and  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  although  meu 
could  never  equal  the  merits  of  their  Divine  Sa- 
viour }  yet  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jefus  j  the  Apof- 
tles  who  followed  him,  and  propagateH  his  gofpel ; 
confeflbrs,  martyrs,  hermits,  faints  honoured  as 
fuch  by  the  Church ;  had  merits  adlive  or  paffive, 
which  were  much  more  than  adequate  to  accom- 
plifh  their  own  falvatioil ;  and  which  gave  them 
extraordinary  influence  with  God,  to  obtain  the 
falvation  of  finners  who  ihould  implore  their  in^ 
terceflion.  It  was  even  fancied  that  thefe  faints 
were  to  be  pleafed,  like  the  heathen  deities  of  old, 
by  temples,  convents,  and  cells  erefted  to  do  them 
honour,  and  by  coftly  gifts  confecrated  to  them  in 
the  places  of  worfhip.  Their  feftivals  were  fondly 
celebrated  ;  and  were  fo  numerous  as  to  occupy 
very  many  days  in  the  round  of  the  year-  Reiics 
were  recommended  by  the  Clergy,  to  the  fond  de* 
votion  of  their  difciples.  They  taught,  that  the 
excrements,  the  bones,  the  blood,  the  flefh,  the 
garments  of  a  departed  faint ;  pofleiTed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  relation  to  him,  an  inextinguifliable 
virtue,  fuiEcient  to  work  miracles,  to  fandify  and  to 
proteft  from  danjy ,  the  perfon  by  whom  the  holy 
relic  was  poiTefled:  And  that  fuch  a  relic  in  fome  de- 
Voi,.  IL  D  d  d  gree 
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^^.m!'".  SJ^  brought  down  from  Heaven  the  holy  and 
benign  influence  of  the  faint  hirafetf,  to  dw'^ll 
wherever  it  might  be  conveyed.  Churches,  belL>, 
houfes,  whatever  was  confccrated  by  the  Clergy, 
was  alledged  by  them  to  have  acquired  facred 
virtues  by  the  confecration.  Their  robes,  their 
cathedrals,  their  religious  rites,  difplayed  whatfo- 
cver  was  moft  fplendid  and  awfully  grand  in  the 
arts  and  manners  of  the  Age.  The  fervices  of 
the  church  were  performed  in  a  fort  of  barba- 
rous Latin  often  little  uijderftood  even  by  its 
priefts.  But  the  emblematic  ceremonials  of  this 
religion,  the  wild  legends  which  were  repeated, 
and  the  ftern  difcipline  which  was  cxercifed, 
taught  the  people  to  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  and 
to  revere  the  Clergy  as  the  minifters  and  vicege- 
rents  of  heaven  ;  and  this  was  almoft  all  that  thofe 
ccclefiaftics  defired.  They  affumed  to  themfelves 
the  power  of  difpenfing  with  the  obfcrvance  of  all 
moral  duties.  An  oath,  a  promife,  a  contraft, 
however  folemn,  however  fincere,  was  no  longer 
obligatory,  when  the  Church  were  willing  to  grant 
abfohition  for  the  violation  of  it.  Marriages  be- 
tween perfons  allied  even  remotely  by  confan- 
guinity  or  affinity,  were  religioufly  forbidden: 
Yet,  the  indulgence  of  the  Church  could  make 
the  moft  inceftuous  marriages  lawful.  For  all 
crime?:,  the  Church  was  ready  t<!>  grant  abfolution 
after  they  were  committed :   For  many  crimes,  a 

difpenfation 
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difpenliitioii  might  be  obtained,  before  the  a£t  were^^"*  ''• 

perpetrated*;  •  .1 

The    Clergy   compofed   a   grand   incorporaiionstruaurt 
■within   the  kingdom   having  a  charaOr.er,  rights,  aier- 
andinterefls  which  detached  them,  almoft  wholly  ^^''^y- 
from  their  fellow-fuhjeds.     They  confided  of  an 
Archbifliop,  Bilhops,  Deans,  Canons,  Prebendaries  j 
Repots,  Vicars  ;  all  fecular  ecclefiaftics  :  of  dif- 
ferent orders  of  Monks  or  regular  Clergy,  poflef. 
fing  abbacies,  priories,  cells,  and  governed  by  Ab- 
bots, Priors,  and  fubordinate  oflicers  :  as  alfo  of 
Nuns  poffeffing  convents,  and  governed  by,  their 
Abbeffes  and  Prior effes.     The  Monks  and  Nuns 
were  of  different  Orders^  diftinguifliied  from'  one 
another  by  deriving  their  origin  each  from  a  differ- 
ent founder  ;  by  poffvjffmg  each  endowments  and 
cftablifliments  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  by  being  each  fub*' 
jeft  to  peculiar  rules  of  religious  difcipline ;   and 
by  having,  each  order  a  particular  General  of  the 
order,  who,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  go- 
verned all  the  clerical  perfons  of  that  order,  who 
\rere  v^ithin  the  Chriftian  world.   The  government 
of  the  fecular  Clergy,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bifhops,  the  Deans,  and  their  Chapters,  the 
Archbifliop^  and  the  national   affemblies  of  the 
Church.     The  Clergy  had  their  Canart- Law  "which 
prefcribed  the  rules  of  Church- Government  and 
ecclefiaftical  discipline,  and  which  enabled  them  ,ro 

draw 
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^«||^  draw  artfully  many  fecular  caufes  before  their 
courts,  and  under- their  peculiar  cognizance.  They 
were  fubjed  to  the  Roman  Pontiff;  although  ia^ 
dependent  of  the  £ngli(h,  or  of  any  other  foreign 
church.  In  various  forms,  and  under  various  pre- 
tences, the  Pope  drew  a  coafiderable  revenue,  in 
taxes,  and  occafional  contributions,  from  the  Scot- 
tifh  Clergy.  A  Papal  Legate  did  not  continualiy 
refide  in  Scotland,  but  occafionally  vifited  it^  Du- 
ring the  wars  conducted  by  Balliol,  Wallace,  and 
Bruce ;  efpecially  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
reign  of  the  latter;  the  receipts  of  the  Romift 
Court  out  of  Scotland,  were  greatly  dirtiiniihed,  in 
confequence  of  the  extreme  poverty  to  which  this 
country  was  reduced  ;  and  in  confequence  alfo  of 
the  excommunication  of  the  Scottifli  King  and  his 
a4herents,  and  of  the  meafures  of  indignant  retaU* 
ation  which  the  Scots  adopted*. 

Revciwc*  '  The  revenues  and  poffeffions  of  the  Scottifli 
curgV  ^^^^Sy>  wc^^5  ^^  (jo'mparifon  with  the  extent  and 
the  general  wealth  of  the  kingdom,  very  ample. 
The  Biflioprics  of  Glafgow  and  St  Andrew's  were 
endowed  with  wide  territories,  with  the  patron- 
age of  a  multitude  of  benefices,  and  with  great 
riches  of  all  forts.  The  abbacy  of  Kelfo  had 
large  eftates.  Great  alfo  was  the  opulence  of 
the  abbacy  of  Paifley,  and  of  that  of  the  Holy- 
lood  at  Edinburgh.     The  Bifliopric  of  Dunkeld 

enjoyed 
♦  Eofdem  qnos  fupra^ 
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enjoyed  very  extendve  patronage.  The  revenues  *^"^jj*- 
thus  poffeffed,  arofe  partly  out  of  eftates  which  had 
been  pioufly  bellowed  upon  this  or  that  church ; 
partly  from  tithes  which  wf  re  now  eagerly  exafted 
by  the  Clergy,  out  of  the  annual  produce  of  the 
labours  and  poiTeffions  of  the  Laity.  Scarcely  a 
rich  man  died,  without  bequeathing  a  legacy  to  the 
Church.  New  chapels  were  from  time  to  time  built  j 
new  pariflies  erefted  ;  new  priories  and  convents 
founded.  Thofe  parifhes  which  were  under  the 
patronage  of  a  Bifliopric,  or  an  Abbey,  were  often 
ferved  by  a  Vicar,  who  was  obliged  to  content  him- 
felf  with  a  part  of  the  full  benefice,  while  the  reft: 
was  referved  for  the  Bilhop  or  Abbey  to  whom 
the  patronage  of  the  living  belonged.  The  Monks 
in  any  particular  moriaftery,  being  able  by  their 
numbers,  to  perform  the  ecclefiaftical  funftions  for 
many  parifhes  ;  engfofTed  by  this  means  many  be- 
ncfices,  as  a  fund  for  the  revenue  of  a  fingle  con- 
vent. Thepropertyof  the  Clergy  was  lefs  liable  to  the 
violation  of  robbery  and  plundering  warfare,  than 
that  of  the  laity;  and  by  confequence,  the  fame  ex* 
tent  of  pofTefTions  would  afford  to  an  ecclefiaflical 
proprietor,  a  larger  and  furer  income  rhan  could 
have  been  derived  from  it,  by  a  Layman.  The 
Clergy,  too,  were  ufually  the  better  hufbandmen 
and  oeconomifts  :  They  alone  had  orchards,  and 
well-flored  granaries,  and  inclofed  and  well-cuhi- 
vated  'fields :   Their  houfes  were  more  commodi- 

ous. 
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Sect.  11.  q^^^  jLiid  theiF  fumiture  commonly  richer  than 
thofe  of  the  Laity  :  Their  flocks  and  herds  were 
not  always  fpared  ararid  the  ravages  of  ^'ar ;  but 
were  however  often  feared,  when  -thofe  of  the 
Laity  were  driven  away  or  deftroyed*. 

MoraU  Their  mariners  were  indeed  confiderably  cor- 
ciergy.  rupt ;  yet  lefs  fo,  mod  certainly,  than  thofe  of  the 
Laymen,  Monafteries  and  convents  became  fcenes 
of  torpid  indolence,  gluttony,  drunkennefs^  unna- 
tural uncleannefs,  and  of  eternal  envy,  jealoufy, 
backbitings,  and  jarring  ftrife.  In  their  intercourfe 
with  the  world,  both  regular  and  fecular  ecclefia- 
ftics  praclifed  a  thoufand  infamous  arts  of  hypo- 
crify,  fraud,  and  impofture.  Thofe  whofe  ecclefi- 
aftical  rank  and  offices  required  them  to  preferve 
extraordinary  gravity  and  fanftjty  of  manners, 
were  often  confpicuoufly  faithlefs,  profligate,  andi 
unjuft.  But,  if  thefe  vices  prevailed  among  the 
Clergy  ;  they  prevailed  among  them  however  lefs 
generally,  and  in  a  degree  lefs  ofienfive,  than 
among  the  Laity.  There  were  ftill  many  eminent 
examples  of  focial  and  of  afcetic  virtue.  Mildnefs 
and  humanity  often  inculcated  by  example  ;  the 
independence  and  freedom  of  their  country  refo- 
lutely  maintained,  at  a  time  tvhen  but  for  the 
^'  C!l<^i'gy5  tJ^c  martial  nobles  of  Scotland,  would, 
moft  probably  have  betrayed  it ;  hofpitality  gene- 
roufly  exercilcd  J  charity  continually  beftowed  with 

liberal 
*  Fordun.  Zx,c,  pajjm* 
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liberal  bounty  ;  the  youth  inftrufted  in  the  princi-SKcr.  it. 
pies  of  religion  and  the  elements  of  human  learn- 
ing :  Thefe  are  the  names  of  fo  many  clafles  of  vir- 
tuous  deeds,  the  remembrance  of  which  muft  claim 
the  veneration  and' gratitude  of  all  future  times  to 
the  Scottifh  Clergy  of  this  age.  What  ingenious 
artifans  were  there  in  the  land,  except  the  Clergy 
and  their  dependents  ?  Who  were  the  lawyers  and 
phyfieiahs  of  the  time  ?  The  Clergy.  Who  were 
the  hiftorians  of  the  age  ?  The  Clergy  alone.  Who 
preferved  by  continual  tranfcnption  the  remains  of 
ancient  learning,  and  the  memorials  of  palli/ig 
events  ?  We  muft  ftill  anfwer, — the  Clergy.  Their 
ignorance,  their  avarice,  their  pride,  their  debauch- 
ery were,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  vices  ?-nd  the  ig- 
norance of  that  period  of  focial  improvement  in 
which  they  lived :  Thofe  virtues  and  that  know- 
ledge by  which  they  were  the  moft  eminently  dif- 
tingutflied,  were  produced  chiefly  by  the  influence 
of  their  facred  profeflion,  and  by  the  peculiar  fpirit 
of  their  order*. 


The  elegant   literature  ' and   erudition  of  tliCLirrRA- 
Scots,  were,  in  the  end  of  the  thirteenth,  and  the^""'* 
beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century  truly  fmall. 
Few  of  them  could  read ;  ftill  fewer  knew  to  write. 
In  fome  fpecimens  of  their  hand-writing  which  have  ^^rriun. 
been  preferved  in  charters,  epiftles,  and  other  writ- 
ten 
♦  Barbour  : — Winton  ; — Fordun.  &c. 
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»«cT^";  ten  deeds;  it  appears  to  have  been  fometimes  not  in- 
diftind,  nor  inelegant :   In  other  inftances,  the  let- 
ters refemble  the  fcratches  of  an  infant,  or  a  drunken 
perfon :   In  all,  the  letters  are  crooked  and  angular, 
difplaying  nothing  of  the  beauty  of  modern  manu- 
fcript.  Thclanguage  fpoken,at  this  time  in  Scotland, 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  interior  parts  of  Gallo- 
way, and  from  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  throughout  the 
Hebud9,and  along  thewefterncoaftofthemainland 
tothe  PentJand'iritb^ — the  Gaelic.   Inthenorth- 
ern,andthe  middle  diilrids  of  the  Highlands,  the  lan« 
g-u?  ge  was  ftill  the  lame.  From  the  Moray-Frith  to  the 
Forth,  through  a  narrow  trad  on  the  coaft,  in  which 
the  Anglo-Saxons  and  the  Danes  had  many  centuries 
fince  eftabliflied  their  manners  and  their  fpeech  ;  a 
fort  of  diale£V,  in  its  chara&er,  between  the  Anglth 
Saxon  and  the  Danijh^  but  at  the  fame  time  ilrong- 
ly  contaminated  with  an-  intermixture  of  Gaelic^ 
w^s  commonly  fpoken.     Throughout  the  nxten- 
five  diUrid  of  Lothian  ;  and  indeed  in  all  the  ter- 
ritory from  the  confines  of  England  to  the  Friths 
of  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde ;  excepting  only  the  in- 
terior parts  of  Gallowa;fand  Carrick ;  th^  A^glo- 
Saxon  language  was  ftill  fpoken  in  great  purity. 
The  moft  eminent  Englifli  minilrels  were  dill  of  the 
South  Country,  or  of  a  diftri^  comprehending 
the  moft  northern  provincesof  £ngland,and  the  moft 
foiuhcrn  parts  of  Scotland ;  becaufe  there  only  were 
the  Anglo-Saxon  manners  and  language  preferred 
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conflderable  purity.  In  the  fervice  of  the  Chip'cb,^*'"^"; 
in  charters  and  public  deedsr,  and  in  the  enunciation 
of  the  hiws  and  ads  of  Parliament^  the  Latin  lan^ 
guage  was'ftill  ufed.  The  vernacular  fpeech  of 
the  country  was  confined  in  its  ufe  to  common 
converfation  amoog  the  illiterate,  and  to  that  left 
folemn  public  bufmefs,  and  thofe  left  grave  literary 
compoiitions  id  which  the  vulgar  and  the  illiterate 
were  chidfiy  addrefled^ 

It  is  probabIA,  that  many, ballads  in  the  com-BaiUdi. 
mon  vernacular  tongue,  were  ftill  chaunted  by 
wandering  minftrels  for  the  amufement  of  thofe 
who  hofpitably  received  and  entertained  them. 
Thefe  ballads  were  either  verfified  legends  j  or  the 
praife^s  of  fome  popular  charadler }  or  fongs  of 
triumph  in  memory  of  fome  viftory  5  or  the  paf- 
fionate  expreffion  of  public  indignation  againft 
fome  great  man  .become  odious  and  unpopular ; 
or  the  burfting  voice  of  hatred,  ra^e,  and  contempt 
againft  an  hoftile  people.  Rhyme  j  unknown  to  Rhyme, . 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  to  the  Afiatics,  and  to 
the  Gaelic  Bards,  had  now  become  the  metre  of 
European  poetry.  It  may  have  had  its. origin  in 
the  falfe  refinements  of  an  age  continually  declin- 
ing  in  tafte  and  genius, — upon  the  high-founding 
and  melodious  meafures  of  the  poetry  of  Greece 
and  Rome :   But '  it  has  been,  with  greater  proba- 

VoL.  II.  E  e  c  •  *        bility. 
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Sect.  II.  bHity,  conjtftuTed  to  have  been  mtroduced  into 
the  middle  and  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  by  the 
barbarqus  Goths,  Franks,  or  Lombards  :  It  exifts 
in  fome  of  the  mod  ancient  remains  of  the  poetry  of 
the  Anglo-Saxons-  As  employed  in  this  period  by 
the  miiiftrels  of  Scotland,  and  England,  it  confifted 
in  the  regularly  recurring  chime  of  one  or  more 
fyllables,  ejthcr  at  the  end,  or  ieven  at  the  begin- 
ning of  two  correfponding  words,  which  were  ftill 
divided  from  one  another  by  the  fame  number  of 
intermediate  fyllables.  For  accentuaticn  and  for 
quantity^  the  miaftrcls  anjj  thtir  admirers  had  no 
delicacy  of  ear.  No  ftandard  for  the  uniform 
pronunciation  of  words  or  fyllables  had  as  yet  been 
fixed.  Except  only  the  rhymes  therefore,  the 
verfes  of  thefe  rude  poets  were  abfolutely  deftiture 

latin  of  every  other  principle  of  .melody.  The  Moniis, 
charmed  with  the  beauty  of  rhyme,  learned  to  em- 
ploy it  in  their  Latin  compofitions.  Manv  fpecJ- 
mens  of  the  rhyming  Latin  poetry  of  the  Monk:^, 
have  been  handed  rdown  to  us.  Every  thing  is 
facrificed  in  them  to  the  tricks  of  alliteration,  and 
the  tinkling  of  rhyme.  Meaning,  conftrui'l'ion,  force 
of  fentimcnt,  and  power  of  defcription  are  all  flight- 
ed ;  and  nothing  is  attempted,  but  the  exhibition  of 
an  aflembl'cige  of  gingling  words.  The  next  objeci 
of  care  to  the  poet,  after  the  rhyme,  was,  the  enumer- 
ytion  of  the  fplendid  rarities  poll'cfl'ed  by  the  weal- 
thy.   A  poem  could  /icvcr  gain  admiration,  in  ihofe 

davs, 
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days,  unlefs  it  told  much  of  gjpld,  and  jewels,  and^*^_^\"- 
precjous  ftones,  afxd  rich  furniture,  and  fumptuous 
feftivals,  and  endlefs  ceremonies  in  the  mutual  in- 
tercDurfe  of  the  great.  Giants,  dwarfs,  foldans,subjcasof 
necromancers,  fairy  palaces,  and  enchanted  caftles,  of thUAgc. 
were  alfo  among  thofe  fubjcfts  which  gave  to  the 
fongs  of  the  minftrels,  the  moft  powerful.influence 
over  the  fimple  wonder  of  their  rude  and  illiterate 
hearers.  The  poet^-y  of  any  particular  age,  muft, 
in  the  judgement  of  the  people  of  that  age,  always 
derive  its  excellence  from  theikilful  difplay  of  thofe 
objeds  which  thty  are  the  moft  prone  to  view  with 
ivonder  and  delight.  But,  the  rude  and  gorgeous 
grandeur  of  the  gfeat ;  al)  thofe  beings  which  were 
believed  to  people  the  myfterioiis  world  of  fuper-  1 
ftition ;  the  tale  of  that  opulence  which  commerce 
and  the  crufading  expeditions  into  Afia,  had  juft 
begun  to  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^middle  apd  northern  parts  of  Europe :  Thefe 
'  were  the  objefts  which  were  the  moft  pafTionately 
defired  or  wondered  at,  by  the  Scots  and  their 
neighbours  of  this  time.  Hence,  then  the  origin 
of  that  miferable  tafte  in  poetical  compofition^ 
which  theit"  legends  and  ballads  difplay*. 

Those  compofitrons  which  they  wrote  folely  incomfvofi- 

compliance  with  the  neceffities  of  public  bufinefs,p°°it:.*** 

are  lefs  defpicable.    'X'hejlatutes  of  the  Parliaments,  statutes. 

although  expreffed  in  impure  and  incorreft  Latin, 

are 
*  See  Walton's  Hiftory  of  Englifli  Poetry,  &c. 
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sicTjf.  are  however  fuiSciently  perfpicuous,  brief,  and 
Charters.  preciFe.  The  forms  of  their  conttaflsy  and  charters 
pofiefs  the  advantage  of  being  much  lefs  compli- 
cated, verbofe,  apd  prolix,  than  thofe  formi  of  fimi- 
lar  deeds,  which  are'ufed  in  modern  times*  In 
Eplftiei.  fome  of  their  public  epiftles^  the  companions  of 
Bruce  appear  to  have  written  with  the  fame  energy 
with  which  they  fought.  While  the  ftyle  is  harlh 
and  uncouth,  while  fafls  are  of^en  miftaken  or  mif- 
reprefented  ;  there  is  however  an  artfulnefs  of  per- 
fuafion,  a  cogency  of  argument,  an  impreffive 
vehemence  of  fentiment,  fuch  as  might  well  dtfdain 
the  elegancies  of  literature  the  mod  poliflied  and 
refined*. 

i-egcudfc       It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that,  the  Clergy  did  not 

in  this  age  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  the  compofi- 

fition  of  many  very  valuable  works  for  the  religious 

and  moral  inftruftion  of  the  people.     It  cannot  be 

alledged  that  literary  purfuits  were  the  darling 

objeds  of  their  regard.    But  the  numerous  legends 

which  were  repeated  among  them,  difcover  in  fomc 

inftances,  no  mean  fhare  of  richnefs  and  fervour  of 

Tke  fa-    poctic  imagination.     The  legend  of  the^  Cave  of 

ttndoT   St  Patrick  in  Ireland,  is  one  of  the  moft  interefting 

"^'p^uk!^  thefc.     This  Cave^  as  the  legend  relates,  was 

difcovered  by  an  heavenly  meffenger  to  St  Patrick, 

while  he  laboured  by  preaching,  by  benevolent 

deeds,  and  by  miracles,  to  convert  the  Iriih  from 

Druidifm 
^  AQdiE;ribn's  Diplom. — Rymer's  Fc&dera :— Ford,  fiilpm^ 
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Druidifm  to  the  Chriftian  Faith. '  The  Son  of  sict.  n, 
God^  at  the  fame  time  revealed  to  the  faithful  mif- 
fionary,  that  whoever  fliould  enter  that  Cave,  and 
fpend  wjthin  it  the  fpace  of  a  day  and  a  night,  fhould 
thus  obtain  the  abfolution  of  all  his  fins.  A  mo- 
naftery  was  eredcd  by  the  Saint,  befide  the'  facred 
Cave ;  and  the  cuftody  of  the  Cave  was  intruded  to 
the  Monks..  Its  fame  had  been  almoft  forgotten, 
and  its  virtues  flighted  ;  when  a  certaiti  foldier  re- 
penting  of  the  crimes  of  his  military  life,  earneftly 
requefted  permiflion  to  atone  for  thefe  by  the  pen- 
ance of  St  Patrick's  Cavcr  He  was,  after  forae 
difficulty,  at  length  permitted  to  enter. it ;  and  the 
gate  was  again  (hut  upon  him.  Advancing,  he  came 
to  a  plain  ;  and  on  that  plain  perceived  a  fpacious 
hali.  He  entered  the  hall;  and  for  fome  fhort 
fpace,  furveyed  with  wonder,  the  grandeur  and 
beauty  of  its  architedure.  But  there  foon  entered 
to  him  fifteen  grave  and  reverend  men,  in  the  habit 
of  Monks.  Seating  themfelves  befide  him,  they 
praifed  the  refolution  with  which  he  had  ei^tcred  the 
Cave ;  and  earneflly  Earned  him,  that  in  the  con- 
Sift  with  devils  in  whic|i  he  was  about  to.  engage, 
he  muft  certainly  periih,  foul  and  body,  unlef$  he 
ihoiild  retain  a  firm  mind,  and  ihould  from  time 
to  time  invoke  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  Hav- 
ing thus  warned  and  encouraged,  they  left  him. 
Suddenly  he  heard,  around  the  hall,  a  yelling,  tu- 
multuous noife,  fo  laud  and  terrible,  as  if  all  the 

men 
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f*fJl"'.  ^^^  upon  the  earth,  and  all  the  brute  animalsj 
had  lifted  up  their  difcordant  voices  together-  No 
fooner  had  this  hoife  alarmed  his  ears,  than  a  vaft 
multitude  of  hideous  daemons  ruflied  impetuouily 
into  the  Hall ;  fcoffingly  accofted  him  ;  and  whtn 
they  could  not  by  terrojur  or  perfuafion,  drive  him 
from  his  purpofe  of  remaining  for  the'deftined 
fpace  of  time,  within  the  Ca'ue ;  they  then  feized 
and  driagged  him  away  eaftward,  to  torment  him. 
They  condufted  him  to  another  plain  of  immerfe 
extent,  where  he  faw  a  vaft  multitude  of  men  and 
women  of  all  ages,  lying  proftrate  on  the  ground, 
and  having  their  bodies  transfixed  with  nails  of 
red-hot  iron,  by  which  they  were  faftened  to  the 
earth  :  Thefe  wretched  creatures  howled  bitterly, 
gnaftied  their  teeth,  and  bit  the  ground  in  anguifli: 
The  daemons  trampled  upon  them,  and  tore  their 
flefli  with  fcourges.  They  would  have  fubjefted 
the  foldier  to  the  fame  tortures.  But,  he  invok- 
ed the  name  of  Jefus  ;  and  the  devils  had  then 
ffcr  the  moment  n:o  power  over  him.  From  this 
fcene  however,  they  forcibly  conduded  him  to 
another  vaft  plain,  equally  covered  with  multi- 
tudes  of  fufferers ;  but  who  lay  in  a  fupine  pof- 
ture.  Fiery  dragons  hovered  over  them,  and  tore 
their  flefh  with  their  bills:  Fiery  ferpents  twif- 
ted  their  folds  round  their  bodies,  and  with  their 
fangs  ftung  them  to  the  heart :  Toads  uncom- 
monly large,  and  horribly  hideous,  crawled  upon 

their 


HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  III.       407 

their  breafts.and  laboured  to  tear  out  their  hearts  z^^ct^  ii. 
13aemons  ran  -  about,  among  them,  and  fcour- 
ged  them  with  whips,  to  embitter  and  augment 
their  pains.  From  this  fight,  the  foldier  was 
conveyed  by  his  dae;mon  conduftors  to  another 
fcene,  which  exhibited  a  muhitude  of  finners  in 
torments,  whofe  numbpr  was  apparently  greater 
than  that  of  all.  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  toge- 
ther. Of  thefe,.fome  hung  by  chains  of  fire  em- 
bracing their  feet,  legs,  hands,  or  arms,  or  even 
faftening  them  by  the  head  or  the  hair ;  others 
hung  upon  hooks  of  red-hot  iron,  thruft  into  their 
ears,  noftrils,  eyes,  jaws,  breads,  ortefticles;  and 
all  amid  fulphureous  flames  ;  while  miniflering 
daemons  flill  fcourgcd  them,  as  they  howled.  The 
wondering  foldier  was  then  hurried  onwards  to 
where  he  beheld  a  vafl.  wheel  of  red- hot  iron,  hav- 
ing its  fpokes  covered  with  hooks  alfo  of  iron  e- 
CLially  glowing  with  heat.  On  thefe  hung  a  num- 
ber of  wretches  who  were  at  once  tortured  by  the 
burning  hooks,  and  by  a  fulphureous  flame  which 
arofe  eut  of  the.earth  beneath  them ;  while  daemons 
flill  turned  round  it  with  a  degree  of  velocity  that 
made  it  feem  one  whirling  ball  of  fire :  Others  were 
transfixed  with  fpits,  and  roafled  before  fires,  while 
the  daemons  dropped  melted  metals  upon  them : 
Some  were  burned  in  furnaqes :  Some  boiled  in 
kettles  full  of  liquid  pitch  and  fulphur.  From  this 
fccne,  the  wondering  but  flill  rtiohxXt  foldier  was 

next 
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^^^'J\  next  Garried  to  the  fummit  of  an  exceedingly  high 
mountain,  where  he  faw  a  naked  muhinide  of  mi- 
ferable  iinners  of  mankind,  expofed,  with  all  the 
horrdurs  of  death  upron  their  mindd,  to  the  chilling 
blafl s  of  the  North,  Suddenly  a  furious  blaft  came 
upon  them,  and  hurried  them,  with  the/oldUr'who 
gazed  upon  them,  from  the  mountain  into  a  river 
of  cold  and  foetid  water.  When  they  attempted 
to  arife  and  efcape  oat  of  the  ftream,  the  daemons 
eagerly  preffed  them  down,  and  prevented  thdr 
flight.  Only  thojbldrer^  invoking  the  name  of 
Chrifl:,  happily  reached  the  bank.  He  was  then 
quickly  conveyed  fouthward  by  the  attending  dae- 
mons, to  where  a  noifonie  fulphureous  flame  was 
feen  to  arife  out  of  a  wide  and  bottomlefs  pit :  It 
bore  up  in  its  current,  the  forms  of  men  half-burnt, 
and  like  fo  many  cinders,  yet  ftill  alive  to. the  acuteft 
feelings  of  torture.  This,  faid  the  dasmons,  is  the 
mouth  of  hell,  and  our  place  of  abode:  Here  muft 
thou  for  ever  abide  with  us :  Entet  here,  and  thou 
fhalt  perifli,  foul  and  body,  for  ever,.  The  Jbldier 
unaffrighted,  would  not  yet  turn  back.  TBfe  dae- 
mons  entered  the  burning  pit,  hurrying  him  with 
them.  As  they  defcended,  its  width  feemed  to  be 
continually  enlarged.  For  fome  moments,  the/cl- 
diet  here  forgot  to  call  upon  the  name  of  Chrifl:. 
At  the  invocation  of  that  holy  name,  he  was  im- 
niediately  borne  aloft  by  the  current  of  thfe  flame. 

He 
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He  was  then  feized  by  other  devils,  and  carried  toS^cT.  11. 
'  .1  —  ■ 

a  broad  and  fiery  river,  over  which  was  a  bridge, 

fo  flippery  that  it  was  impoflible  "to  fix  the  feet 
upon  it,  fo  narrow  that  it  was  i'mpoffible  to  walk 
upon  it,  raifed  to  fo  awful  a,  height  above  thd 
fiaming  ftream,  that,  to  look  down  was  giddinefs 
and  hotrour.  The  foldier  invoked  the  name  of 
Jefus,  and  walked  along  the  bridge  with  eafe  and 
fufety.  His  trials  were  now  ended  j  and  the  baf- 
fled daemons  fled  from  his  prefence.  Thus  deliver-. 
ed  from  their  temptations,  he  now  looked,  and 
beheld  a  lofty  wall  reaching  even  to  heaven,  of  the 
mod  admirable  architedure,  and  materials  the 
mod  precious*  In  the  wall  was  one  gate,  radiant 
U'ith -precious  (tones,  but  (hut.  As  he  approach- 
ed, thfe  fragrance  of  waters  ifluing  out  from  it,  re- 
freflied  his  weary  and  exhaufted  fpirits,  (b  as  to 
reftore  to  him  the  fame  vjvid  energy  of  mind  and 
body,  as  if  he  had  not  been  expofed  to  fuch 
terrible  trials.  The  gate  was  then  opened  ;  and 
there  proceeded  out  of  it,  in  folemn  proce(Son, 
a  great  company  of  holy  perfons,  Archbi(hops, 
Bilhops,  Abbots,  Monks,  and  Priefts^  and  many 
others  of  both  fexes,  bearing  in  their  hands  crowns 
1^  of  flowers,  and  branches  with  golden  fruitage,  ar- 
rayed alfo  every  one  in  the  garments  proper 
for  his  charafter.  Thefe,  with  Joyful  gratuli- 
tion,  received  ihe  foldier ^  and  conduded  him  with- 
in the  gate :  'As  tley  led.  him  in,  they  fang 
VoL.IL  Fff  with 
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'  Sect.  II.  .^yj^^  ravifliing  harmony,  a  fong  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving  to  God  who  had  given  him  conftancy 
of  mind,  to  meet  wivhout  ilirinking,  the  torments 
and  temptations  to  which  he  had  been  expofed. 
Thf^ fo/dier  was  then  conduced  by  two  Archbifliops 
to  behold  the  beauties  of  that  heavenly  place.  The 
meadows  were  enchantingly  beautiful.  Grafs  and 
flowers  and  fruits  and  trees  of  all  forts,  overfpread 
the  ground  in  the  greateft  profufion.  There  night 
never  comes.  Multitudes  of  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
and  of  all  ages  there  continually  fing,  in  choirs, 
the  praifes  of  their  Maker  and  their  God.  Some 
wore  crowns,  as  kings  ;  fome  wore  garments  em- 
broidered richly  with  gold  ;  fome  wore  robes  of 
divers  colours.  They  all  rejoiced,  each  in  his  own 
felicity,  and  in  the  fa^vation  and  felicity  one  of 
another.  They  :ill  bleffed  iht/oldier^  and  teflified 
their  joy  at  his  fortitude,  and  at  his  efcape.  There 
the  torrid  heat  of  fummer  or  the  chilling  cold  of 
winter  was  never  fplt.  They  told  him  that  this 
place  was  the  terreftrial  paradife ;  that  here  were 
thofe  firft  received,  who  pafled  through  the  purify- 
ing pams  and  fires  of  purgatory;  and  that  all  whom 
he  had  fecn  afflided  by  the  daemons,  fhould  reach 
this  happy  place,  except  thofe  only  who  had  enter- 
ed within  thej mouth  of  the  bottomlefs  pit.  His 
venerable  guides  then  conduced  him  up  the  fide 
of  a  mountain,  from  the  fummit  of  which,  the^ 
fliewed  him,  the  gate  of  the  celeftial  paradife,  which 

he 
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he  beheld  with  tranfported  wonder  and  admiration.  s«ct.  ir. 
After  fome  exhortations  to  a  pious  life,  they  then 
difmiifed  him  ;  and  he  returned,  unannoyed  by  the  ' 
daemons,  to  the  hall  in  which  they  had  firft  aflailed 
him.  He  proceeded  then  to- the  gate  of  the  Cave, 
which  was  opened  to  him  by,  the  Monks^  His 
fubfequent  life  was  pious,  iind  his  end  happy. 

This  is  one' of  the  fineft  fpecimens  t^hat  remain, ' 
of  the  legends  which  were  repeated  amiong  the 
Scottifh  Monks  of  this  age,  and  of  thofe  works  of  . 
imagination  and   fancy  \\\  which  thefe  Scots  and 
their  contemporaries  chiefly  delighted. 

The  proper  Names  ofperfons,places,andothe:  Proper 
things  to  which  peculiar  denominations  are  applied ; 
form  evei^  a  curioufly  anomalous  part  of  the  lan- 
guage of  any  country.  In  almoft  all  inflances,' 
they  are  either  of  foreign  origin  ;  or  if  of  verna- 
cular growth,  foon  lofe  to  the  underftanding  and 
the  ear,  their  primary  fignification,  and  feem  to 
carelefs  confideration,  as  if  they  were  not  of  na- 
tive  defcent. 

iV>A/jE5  at  their  firft  impofition,  in  the  infancyFirfiufcsf 
of  language,  and  of  human  knowledge,  appear  tON^mcs. 
have  been  always  intended  as  definitions  or  defcrip^ 
iions  more  or  lefs  accurate  and  complete,'  of  the 
objefls   diftinguifhed   by  them.     All   appellatives 

were 
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^!^L^  were  at  firft  proper  namu.  Enlarged  obfervation, 
OnVinof  and  improving  abftraftion,  applying  thofe'firft  in- 
-  Src  namw^^"^^^  pr Opt r  name s  to  a  number  of  fimilar  objects, 
a^dcpf-  thus  converted  them  into  appellatives^  and  produ* 
ced  a  neceflity  for  the  invention  of  fo  many  new 
names ;  each  of  which  might  be  peculiar  to  fome 
one  of  thofe  objefts  which  were  all  comprehended 
under  one  common  appellative^  and  might,  by  this 
means,  diftinguifh  that  object,  in  fpeech,  from  all 
the  reft.  Thus  arofe  the  ufe  of  epithets^  which 
added  to  proper  names  that  had  become  appellative^ 
ferved  to  reftore  to  them  again  the  force  of  proper 
names.  Even-  thefe  epithets  were  foon  alfo  genera- 
lized in  their  ufe  ;  and  terms  more  fufceptible  of 
peculiar  appropriation,  wfere  to  be  again  invented. 
In  the  progrefs  of  all  languages,  it  has  always  be- 
come at  length  neceffary  to  employ,  for  proper 
names,  words  otherwile  not  obvioufly  fignificant, 
and  not  regularly  wrought  into  the  analogy  of  the 
language.  The  fluftuations  and  revolutions  of 
fpeech,  and  of  foclal  life,  have  favoured  the  accom- 
modarion  of  this  neceflity. 

Rccapuu-  Those  words  then  which  \ti  every  fully  fbrmeJ 
^"^'^*  language,  are  the  moft  fimple  and  extenfive  appel- 
latives^ were  at  the  origin  of  that  language,  proper 
names,  and  were  the  firft  proper  names  known  in 
it.  Its  moft  general  and  familiar  epithet^  or  con- 
crete terms,  were  the  words  firft  employed  to  qua- 
lify 
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lify  and  reft  rift  thofe  names  to  a  proper  fenfe,  whenS«cT  u. 
they  began  to  become  abftraft.  After  thefe  expe- 
dients for  the  proper  denomination  o^  things,  had 
failed ;  words  otherwife  not  obvioufly  (ignificant 
began  to  be  the  only  proper  names  in  common 
ufe* 

The  progrefs  oi  proper  names  in  the  language  ofufcof 
the  Scots,  from  ,the  earlieft  period  of  the 'known  ^a^//jn 
impoiition  of  fuch  names  among  them,  to  tHe  end^*^°^*^ 
of  the  thirteenth  century;  was  precifely  fuch  as- 
thefe  more  general  fafts  defcribe.     Of  almoft  allNkmeiof 
the  great  rivers'  and  mountains  in  Scotland,  theP^*^**' 
primary  names,  in  the  ancient  Gaelic  or  Anglo- 
Saxon  language,  being  ftill,  preferved,  appear  to 
be  fimple  appellatives ;  the  names  of  the  rivers, 
fuch  as  the  Dee^  the  EJky  the  JV//i&,  implying  folely 
water ^  or  river  ;  the  names  of  the  mountains,  fuch 
as  Cairnmore^  Ben  or  Benin^  fignifying  only  Hill  or 
Mcuntain.     Qther  names  of  rivers'^  almoft  equally 
ancient  in  their  origin,  denote  fome  peculiar  qua* 
lity  in  the  ftreams  to  which  they  have  been  refpec- 
tively  applied  :   Such  are  the  Fleets  the  Forihy  the 
Clyde^  and  many  others.     Thefe  laft  names  have 
plainly  been  impofed  at  a  kter  period  than  were 
the  other  names  which  are  more  fimple  and  gene- 
ral in  their  fignification.     Thofe  names  of  moun- 
tains which  appear  to  have,  been  of  fecondary  im- 
pofition,  have  more  frequently  .retained  the  prima- 
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5ECT.TI,  ry  nnnie  in  combination  with  the  quahTying  epi- 
thet, than  have  \\\c  fecondary  names. of  rivers: 
Cruathdn-ben.  ^ecnberry  or  berg^  Crofell^  More- 
dun,  Baran  biJ^hle  are  inftances  of  this.  All  other 
nanicj:'  of  plir^s  in  Scoihmd,  fo  ancient  as  the  end 
'  ,  of  the  ihirreenth,  or  the  be/jnning  of  the  four- 
teenth ccniury,  confift  in  this  -iianncr,  fimply  of  th^ 
api-c^lnfrcc  w  on  in  the  ancient  vernacular  language ; 
of  the  appellative  word  witU  the  addition  of  an  e- 
•  '  pithet  reflriQing  its  fenfe  ;  or  of  the  epithet  formed 
into  a  new  name,  without  the  addition  of  the  ap- 
pellative. -^ 

Names  of  TiiE  proper  names  of  perfons^  in  the  fame  period 
pci  ons.  ^£  ^^^  Scottifh  Hiftory,  appear  to  have  been  impo- 
fed  upon  principles  nearly  fimilar,  but  under  fome 
diverfity  of  circumftances.  The  sera  had  long 
fince  palled,  at  which  mankind  were  fo  few  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  that  the  word  mail  or  its  repre- 
fentative  in  any  other  language,  could,  be  a  proper 
name.  Individuals  of  the  human  fpecies  were  next 
denominated  by  fome  epithet  marking  the  moft 
prominent  quality  of  each  man*s  perfonal  charac- 
ter, or  fome  remarkable  circumftance  in  his  for- 
tune. And  a  fmgle  najne' only  was  bellowed  on 
each  perfon.  Such  was  the  fafnion  of  perfonal 
denomifiation  among  the  Scots,  at  the  time  when 
the  earliefl  fignatures  of  their  remaining  written 
deeds  were  ex^crted.  Duncan^  Donald^  Malcolm^ 
RcLert^  Dujf,  Rogcr^  originally  denoted  fome  per- 
fonal 
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fonal  qualities  in  the  individuals  to  whom  they  were^Kct,  li, 
refpeftively  applied.  But  it  was  natural  to  transfr:r 
the  name  of  the  parent  to  his  children  ;  ihr  muc 
of  the  Lord  to  his  flaves  ;  the  name  of  an  cuate  to 
its  pofiefibrs.  .Hence,  all  the  Gaelic  names  begin- 
ning with  Mac  ;  the  Irifh  names  beginning  wiih  *-  ' 
0'  ;  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Danilh  names  ending  in 
Son.'  But,  the  facrament  of-  baptifm^  iadminiftered 
to  the  infant,  as  the  firft  folemn  rite  of  religion 
receiving  him  into  the  communion  of  Chriftians, 
was  always  celebrated  with  the  conferring  of  a 
name  upon  the  new-born  Chriftian,  by  which  he 
was  to  be  ever  after  known.  A  name  conferred 
fo  early  in  dife,  might  indeed  exprefs  the  fond' 
wiflies  and  hopes  of  the  parents  concerning  the 
future  fortune  and  charadber  of  their  child,  but 
could  not  allude  to  any  qualities  which  the  infant 
had  as  ^yet  eminently  or  habitually  difplayed. 
Names  were  therefore  bellowed  in  baptifm  with 
little  regard,  to  perfonal  qualities  ;  and  the  ufe  of 
Surnames  was  at  length  adopted  in  addition  to  pri- 
mary names ;  and  ih^kfurnames  were  intended  as 
epithets^  to  qualify  and  reftrift  the  primary  name 
to  the  particular  perfon  who  was  diftinguifhed  by 
the  firft*  name  and  iht  furname  together:  Robert^ 
for  inftance,  ferving,  in  the  nanie,i?ijA^r/  Bruce^  to 
dillinguilh  the  individual  bearing  it,  from  all  Bruccs^ 
children  of  the  fame  parents ;   while  Bruce 'itirx^A 

to 
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secT^n.^  to  diftinguifli  the  i?^^^r/  of  the  ^ruce  family  from 
other  Roberts^  bearing  different  furnaces.  It  ap- 
pears, that  the  Norman  fafliion  was  to  .denominate 
perfons  and  families  chiefiy  by  furnames  derived  from 
their  eftates ;  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  cuftom  was,  lo 
impofe  names  taken  indifftiently  from  the  names  of 
eftates,  of  offices,  or  of  anceftors,  or  from  perfoi;ial 
qualities  ;  and  that  the  Old  Gaelic  praflice  was,  to 
derive  the  furname  of  the  fon,  ^Imoft  always  from 
the  name  or  furname  of  his  father.  The  fiS'ft  name 
was  now  commonly  feledied  out  of  a  large  collec- 
tion of  words,  which  had  by  degrees  come  to  be 
appropriated  exclufively-to  this  fole  purpofe.  A» 
the  names  of  perfons  were  often  derived  from  the 
names  of  places ;  fo  were  the  names  of  places  alfo 
taken  occafionally  from  thofe  of  their  poffeffors* 
Hence  Ingle/ion^  Kelton^  Carleton^  England^  Scot* 
hnd^  and  a  multitude  of  others,  more  or  lefs  re- 
markable. It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the 
Norman  mode  of  afluming  furnames^  indicates  a 
ftate  of  foci^ty  in  which  territory  is  divided  and 
appropriated ;  the  Gaelic  praftice  refers  to  the 
ftate  of  wandering  unfettled  tribes  ^  but  the  Anglo* 
Saxon  cuftom,  to  a  conditioa  in  which  men  live 
together  ih  equal  fociety,  praftiling  the  arts,  but 
not  yet  numerous,  enlightened,  or  refined.  Thefc 
different  fafhions  of  denomination  appear  to  have 
been,  at  this  time,  almbft  equally  affociated,  in  the 
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praAice  of  the  Scots,    But  the  De  of  the  Normans,  s«ct.  w. 
began  to  be  gradually  laid  afide*. 

Such  then,  was  the  Knowledge  of  the  Scots, 
during  that  period  of  their  Hiftory,  which  we  have 
here  furveyed.  The  improvement  of  their  mecha^ 
ni^lj  military  J  and  commercial  arts^  had  fomewhat 
enlarged  their  acquaintance'  with  the  laws  of  the 
material  world :  The  continued  accumulation  of 
the  productions  of  induftry,  by  each  fucceedingRecapitu^ 
generation,  co-operated  to  the  fame  end ;  Thofe**^*°°' 
circumftances  in  their  condition  which  roufed  them 
to  extraordinary  martial  activity,  and  which  redu- 
ced all  ranks  to  a  fort  of  equality  in  danger,  and 
in  exertion  ;  ferved  to  increafe  the  knowledge  and 
mental  ability  of  them  all ;  and  to  raife  the  peafant 
to  an  equality  of  intelled:  with  his  Lord.  Their 
moral  knowledge,  bed  expreffed  in  their  moft  pre- 
valent virtues  and  vices ;  and  in  their  legiflative 
inftitutions,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  among 
them ;  had  become  fomewhai  more  correft  than 
in  any  former  period  of  their  Hiftory  ;  and  was 
now  enlarged  by  an  application  of  its  firft  princi- 
ples to  a  more  extenfive  variety  of  the  relations  of 
focial  life,  and  of  the  events  in  the  fortunes  of  man- 

VoL.  IL  *^  g  g  kind. 

*  See  Blind  Harry: — Barbour : — Fordun : — Rymer's  Foe- 
dcra : — Andcrfon's  Diploznata : — Stetiftical  Account  of  Scot- 
land:—And  in  general  all  the  fignatures  to  ancient  written 
deedf. 
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^'^'jJ^l  ^^^'  ^^^  national  independence  was  maintained 
by  a  wonderfully  firm  and  enlightened  performance 
of.thofe  duties  w^hich  individuals  owed  to  the  Com- 
munity in  which  they  were  combined,  and  by  which 
they  were  protefted.  The  ancient  political  flruc- 
ture  of  the  Community  was  ftill  preferved ;  and  it 
ftill  continued  to  proteft  and  cherifli  its  members 
by  the  miniftration  -  of  the  fame  public  fervants 
which  it  had  anciently  employed.  The  power  of 
the  King,  if  not  impaired^  was  little  augi^iented  by 
the  circumftances  peculiar  to  thefc  times.  But  the 
power  and  opulence  of  the  Nobles  were  greatly  in- 
creafed.  The  unmilitary  part  of  the  Nation  fell 
lower  in  the  political  fcale:  The  Clergy  even, 
fcarcely  maintaining  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Church,  amidft  the  general  predominancy  of  mi- 
litary virtue  over  all  other  advantages.  The  Cler- 
gy had  become  rather  more  than  lefs  enlightened 
and  virtuous,  than  in  former  times.  Polite  literature 
was  little  cultivated.  The  language  was  a  mixture 
of  feveral  uncouth,  and  barbarous  tongues :  The 
art  of  writing  was  little  known,  and  but  very  rude- 
ly praftifed.  Ballads  and  legends  were  the  only 
amufmg  compofitions  that  were  written  or  admir- 
ed. The  names  of  places,  perfons,  and  things,  be- 
gan to  be  reduced  to  that  peiculiar  and  irregular 
analogy  under  which  they  have  almoft  ever  fmce 
remained.  ^ 
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IV.  The  Enjoyments  of  the  Scots  in  this  peri-^^^^^j^j'-^ 
od,  were  thofe  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  ardent  enj 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  patriotifm,  and  in  the 
emotions  which  fwell  the  heart  of  valour  and  firm 
independence  of  mind  ;  not  thofe  which  are  yield- 
ed by  the  tranquil  gratifications  and  purfuits  of 
peaceful,  civil  jlnd  domeftic  life.  Thofe  beft  of 
enjoyments  which  are  derived  from  nlutual  con- 
ftancy  and  tendcrnefs  of  the  focial  affeftions,  were 
indeed  tafted,  in  no  mean  degree  by  the  Scots  of  this 
age;  but  thefe  could  not  be  known  without  bringing 
with  them,  allthofe  agonies  and  forrows  with  which 
the  misfortunes  of  the  objeds  of  its  afFedion,  never 
fail  to  wound  the  generous  and  feeling  mind. 
Who  Ihall  paint,  or  even  adequUely  conceive  what 
deep  diftrefs  Wallace  muft  have  felt,  when  his  wife 
was  murthered,  as  the  minftrel  of  his  fame  relates, 
by  the  Englifti  ?  or  Bruce,  when  he  learned,  at  his 
return  from  wandering  among  the  weftern  ifles,  that 
his  wife  was  carried  away  captive,  and  his  brave  bro- 
thers miferably  flain  by  his  foes  ?  Of  the  Clergy  and 
warriours  in  general,  the  condition  was  not  in  this 
period,  much  more  calamitous,  than  it  had  been  in 
the  foregoing  age.  But,  the  worpen  and'  children, 
the  fickly  and  the  aged  were,  during  all  thefe  wars, 
in  a  ftate  mudVmore  belplefs,  dangerous,  and  unr 
happy,  than  the  fame  clafTes  had  been  in,  at  any  o- 
ther  time  fince  the  reign  of  David  the  Firft.  They 
:j^'ere  aflailed  now  by  the  deftroying  fword  of  the 

invader, 
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Sect.  II.  invader,  and  now  by  famine  ftill  more  terribly  afflic- 
tive. Inafmuch,  however,  as  the  knowledge  of  tlie 
Scot?,  in  general,  was  enlarged,  and  their  arts  im« 
proved  j  by  fo  much  was  their  capacity  of  refined 
and  exalted  enjoyment  increafed.  Happinefs  is 
fomething  more  than  the  mere  abfence  of  pain  ;  o- 
therwife  ihe  vegeraMc  anu  the  angel  were  alike  hap- 
^  py.  Meaner  nature::  arc  not  capable  of  the  higheft 
pitch  of  happinefs.  A//W  alone  is  fufceptible  of  en- 
joyment. Mind  mud  find  its  higheft  felicity  in  the 
f ulk  ft  and  cleareft  perception  of  the  good  of  the 
univerfe,  particulaily  of  thofc  parts  of  the  univerfe 
which  are  the  nioft  immediately  within  its  own 
fphere  of  adion ;  and  in  the  confcious  promoting 
of  this  general  good  pf  all  nature,' in  the  higheft  pof- 
fiblt  oeevee.  Hence  is  God  the  happieft  of  Beings. 
Hence  do  his  creatures  become  ftill  happier,  in  pro- 
rntion  to  ^he  enlargement  of  th  '>  knowledge,  the 
r'Vf:  •■;!  it/ I'M  intcilcob,  an  1  theincreafeoftheir 
»  l'.  ;  •  u'  Vu'iivi':;.  ikiiLcare  Liankind  ftill  happier 
/"io  t'\.-:p'.r  in  every  advancing  ftage  of  civilization 
arid  retini-menr.  x\nd  heiice  were  the  Scots  of  thcage 
ct  Wallace  aid  Bruce  neceflarily  happier  than  their 
fatheis  in  fo  far  as  their  minds  were  more  enlighten- 
ed than  tbein  had  been.  Their  amufements  were  few; 
th^e  chacq ;  the  tournament  j  the  tnimic  exercife  of 
the  military  arts  in  peace;  the  feaft  at  which  coarfe 
viands  were  voracioufly  devoured,  and  ale  or  wine 
drunk  to  riotous  excefs.     Religion  adde3  much  to 
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their  happinefs.  Its  eftablifliments  were  the  furesier.  11. 
refource  of  want  and  beggary;  its  confolations 
were  ever  ready  to  foothe  alike  mifery  of  fortune, 
and  wretchednefs  of  mind.  The  enthufiafm  of 
patriotifin  and  valoiir  was  their  next  beft  refource 
for  enjoyment. 


END   OF   THE    THIRD   BOOK. 
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C^niahnng  curious  and  important  extroHs  from  the  Originai 
Hiftorians  ;  charters  ;  andfome  other  original  papers^  necef" 
farj  to  iSuflrate  and  confirm  the  narrative  of  the  preceding 
boA. 

The  Cave  of  St  Patmjck,  ^ 

JL  H  E  following  account  of  the  fabulous  cave  of  St  Pa- 
trick in  Ireland,  quoted  in  the  fecond  feAioii  of  the  pre- 
ceding boolci  is  one  of  the  beft  fpecimens  of  all  the  monk- 
ifh  legends  of  this  Age. 

Magnus  PatriciuSi  dum  in  Hybernia  verbum  Dei  prae- 
dicarety  &  nluhis  ibi  miraculorum  fignis  corufcaret/  befti* 
ales  illius  patriae  homineSi  terrore  Infemalium  tormento* 
rum,  ac  Paradifi  amorc  gaudiorum,  \  mortuis  ftuduit  rcvo- 
care.  Sed  ipfi  piano  fermone  affirmabant^  fe  non  conver* 
furos  ad  Chriftum,  nifi  oculata  fide  prius  confplcerent  quae 
promifit,  Unde  dum  beatus  Patricites  pro  falute  populi  in 
jejuniis,  Tigiliis,  &  orationibus  pofitus,  Dominum  precare- 
tur  propenfius,  plus  Dei  filius  apparens  ei,  duxit  eum  in 
locum  defertum,  &  oftendit  illi  fpduncam  rotundam  ob» 
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fcorson  intrlo&cus,  &  dixit ;  Qaifquis  -wenc'tur  pcenitens, 
8c  in  fide  conftans,  hanc  fpeluncam  ing^neflks  fbcrit,  fpatio 
muas  diei  ac  noflds,  ab  omnibus  in  ea  porgabimr  peccsttis, 
qaibus  in  tota  vita  fua  Deum  offendk :  Atqoe  cam  ingnr- 
dlensj  Don  foiam  tormenta  malorum,  fed  fi  in  Deidslc£lxone 
conftanter  perieveraverlt,  videbit  &  gaudia  bcatorum.  Sic 
Domino  difparente,  fanAus  Pairkiusy^t^ai  pro  Domfoi  ap- 
parlttone,  quam  pro  fpeloncx  oftentione  laetus,  iperabat 
miferum  Hybernix  populum  fe  ad  fidem  catboiicam  con- 
verfurum,  &  in  loco  illo  confeftim  oratoriom  conitrnensy 
Ipeluncam^  qux  in  caemetetio  eft>  imte  frontem  cedcGss 
circumdedit,  &  januam  cum  feris  appofuit,  neqnis  cam  fine 
ejus  licentia  introiret.  Canonlcos  rcgubures  loco  illo  intro- 
duxxt,  &  Priori  ecclefiae  clavem  cuftodienJam  commifity 
ftatucns,  ut  quicnnque  Purgatorium  .ingredi  voluerit,  ab 
q)ircopo  loci  licentiam  habeatj  &  com  Uteris  qiiic^i  aoce- 
dac  ad  Priorem,  &  ab  eo  inftniclusj  Fuigatorinm  intnct. 
Multi  autem  in  diebus  Fatrkii  Purgatorium  inti^LTerunt, 
qui  reverfi,  tefiati  funt  {e  tormenta  gravia  peztuliile,  & 
gaudia  magna  ibidem  &.in  enarrabiUa  confpexiSe. 

MiLiTE  itaque  fupradi£tOft  angufiiose  nimis  ab  epifcopo 
memocato  liceoti^m  poftulantc  Purgatorium  ezperiondi> 
cum  ilium  cognoviflet  epifcopus.  inflcxabilem,  tradidit  ei 
litciias  fua$  ad  Friorem  loci,  mMidans  ut  cum  illo  .^gcret, 
iicut  fieri  fol^  cum  illis  qui  Pui^torium  ingredi  depof- 
cunt.    Py'ior  autcm  vifis  Uteris,  militem  in  ecckfiam  p»- 
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duxit,  ubi  per  dies  quindecim  ot*ationibus  devotus  inftabat, 
9c  illis  &c  di<3btts  d^fis,  man^  Mifia  a  Priore  cdd>rata, 
facia  communione  tnilitem  communivit,  addu^umque  fpe- 
kincae  introituniy  aqvia  eum  benedifb  afperfit.  £t  aperto 
oftio,  <iixit :  Ecce  nunc  intrabis  in  nomine  Jefu  Chrifti,  8c 
per  conoBvitatem  fpeluncx  tamdiu  ambulabisi  donee  in 
campttcn  eidens,  aulam  invenies  artificiofiffimd  fabricataxth 
Qoam  cum  ingreffiis  fberis^  ftatim  ex  parte  Dei  nimc76^ 
habebis,  qui  tibi  piej  quid  facies  indicabunt.  Vir  autem 
ille  virilem  gerens  animum,  ad  pugnam  daemonum  audac- 
ter  prorupit,  atque  oq)nmm  fe  orationibus  commendans^ 
firontem  fuam  Tivificae  Cruci^  iigno  munivit,  &  intrepidus 
portam  intraTit :  £t  oftio  poft  eu^i  ob(eratO|  Prior  cun^ 
proccffione  ecdefiam  repetivit. 

Miles  itaque  per  fpeluncam  audaAer  progrediensi  In*- 
men  paulatim  totius  daritatis  amifit*  Sed  tandem  parvo 
lumine  apparente,  ad  campum  prxdiAum  pervenit  &  au- 
lam. Lux  ibi  non  erat,  nifi  qualis  in  vefpera  hk  habetur* 
Aula  parietes  non  habebat,  fed  columnis  erat  per  gvrum 
fubnixa,  ut  Clauftmm  folet  monachorum.  IngreiTufque 
eamj .  &  intus  iedens,  ocalos  ftudiose  hue  illucque  convert 
tit,  admiraiis  lUioli'  pukhritudinem  &  ftruAuram.  Ubi 
cum  pamkilum  folus  fediflet^  ecce  quindecim  viri  quafi  re^ 
Uffo&f  ficnuper  ra(i»  albifque  veftibus  induti,  regiam  intra-- 
veniol^  £t  £dutantes  emn  in  nomine  Domini>  confede- 
roiH*    .Tunc  aliis  tacentibus^  unus  loquebatur  cum  ipCo, 

dicens ; 
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dicens :  BenediAos  fit  Deos  omnipotens^  qui  bonum  tibt 
t>ropoCtum  infpiravit,  ut  piro  peccatis  tuts  Purgatoriuin  hoc 
intives :  Sed  nifi  te  virilker  habeas^  corpore  &  anima  fi- 
mill  peribis.  Mox  enim,  ot  banc  domum  fbertmus  €grefii» 
multitudo  aderit  Spirituum  immundoniiny  qui  tS>i  gravia 
inferentes  tormeatai  minabuntur  ioferre  graviora.  Pvo- 
mitteiU  fe  du£keres  te  ad  portam  qua  intrafti»  fi  te  dedpeve 
poffintut  xcveitaris :  Sed  fi  tornientorum  affliftione  viffaxs^ 
Tel  minis  territos,  (eu  promiflione  deceptusp  afltnfiun  eis 
pnebueris^  in  ccirpore  pariter  &  anima  peribis.  Si  vero 
fortis  in  fide^  ipem  totam  in  Domipo  pofiieris,  ut  nee  tor- 
mentis,  nee  minis,  nee  promiffionibns  eprum  adquieveris, 
ied  corde  integro  eos  contemferis,  ab  omnibus  porgabem 
deUAis,  &  tormenta  malorum  videhis,  &  requiem  fif^i^'trr 
bonorum.  Et  quotiefcunque  te  cnidaTerint,  invoca  Do- 
minum  Jefum  Chriftum,  jcper  invocationem  hujus  nomi- 
»is,  ftatim  liberaberis  a  quocunque  tormento,  in  quo  eris. 
Tecum  hie  amplius  efle  non  poflumus^fed  Qeo  te  omnipo- 
teati  commendamus. 

Miles  itaque  a  virit  fbhis  rdi£his>  ad  novi  generis  mill* 
tiam  fe  inftruere  c^epit.  Cumque  intrepidns  pugnam  dae* 
mooum.  ezpedaret,  fubit6  coepit  circa  domum  tumukas 
audire,  ac  fi  omnes  homines,  qui  in  itiundo  fimt,  cum  ani- 
malibus  ac  beftiis  ftrepui&nt.  £t  poft  horridum  fonum, 
fequitur  terribiiior  vifiis  di^monum,  Coepil  eoim  undique 
danxxomim  deformium  innumera  mukttudo  in  aolam  irru- 

ere. 
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erc»  &  militem  derideiuio  Jalutare.  Alii  homines  (inqui- 
unt)  qui  nobis  ferviunti  aod  niii  poft  mortem  ad  no£  veni- 
untv  fed  tu  noftram  fodetatem,  cui  ftudlose  dderviili  !o 
tantum  booorare  defideras,  quod  vivens  corpus  tuum  de« 
cercis;  Be  animam  commendare.  Hue  venifti  ut  pro  pecca- 
tis  tormcnta  fuftineres  ?  Habebis  nobifcum  preiluras  &  do^ 
lorea.  Veruntamcn  pro  eo,  quod  nobis  curiose  miniflxafti, 
fi  rcverti  volucris  ad  portam  quam  intrafii,  te  ducemus  3« 
Ixfiun^  ut  gaudens  in  snundo  vivas,  &  omne  quod  cof  port 
tuo  fuavo  eft»  penittte  non  axnittas.  Haec  ideo  daemoiies 
dixcRinty  quia  terrore  eum  &  blanditiis  decipere  voluerunt. 
Sed  miles  Chrifti  nee  terrore  concutitur,  nee  blandimento 
feducitur^  dum  asquo  animo  ita  eos  contempiit,  quod  taci- 
td  fedensy  'nee  unum  verbum  refpondit.  At  daBmoaes  fe 
conteomi  iodtgnantes,  rogutn  in  aula  ingentis  incendii  fuo- 
cenderunt.  £t  manus  militis  pedefque  coUigantes,  in  i^ 
nem  cum  projecerunt,  uncis  ferreis,  hac  illucque  per  incen* 
dium  detrabentes.  £t  ille  in  ignem  miflTuSj  cum  prius 
grave  tormmitum  fenfiiTet,  nomen  Jcfu  Chrifti  invocavit^ 
dicens  :  Jefu  Chrifte  mifererc  mei.  Ad  hoc  quoque  no- 
xxien  incendium  rogi  tta  exti&Aum  eft>  ut  nee  totius  rogi 
fcintilla  unica  appareret.  Quod  cernens  miles,  in  animo 
pix)pofuit,  lit  eos  de  cxtero  non  formidaret,  quos  invocato 
Chrifti  auxilio^  vhiei  confpexit* 

Relihquemtes  ver5  aulaia  daemones,  militem  diutii^s 
per  vaftam  regionem  quandam  detraxerunt :  Nigra  mt 

terra, 
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terra,  &  reglo  tenebrofa.  Traxenint  eiim  dsooones  illuc 
TC&o  tramite,  quo  fol  oritur  m  seftate.  Quo  coiiveirtenU% 
ccepit  miles  quad  vulgi  totius  orbis  mifcros  ejulatus  audirc. 
Tandem  a  dsemonibus  tra£tus,  in  campum  pervenit  loogum 
&  latum,  miferiis  ac  dolore  perplenum^  cujus  loagitudo 
non  potuljt  tranfvideri.  Campus  ille  hominibus  utriufque 
fexus  &  setatis  divcrfx,  nudis  &  in  terra  jacentibus  ventri- 
bus  deorfi|m  verfis,  plcnus  erat,  quorum  corpora  iimul  & 
membra  clavis  fcrreis  &  ignitis  in  terram  ufijue  traosfixis, 
miferabiliter  torquebantur.  Aliquando  autem  prx  dok>- 
ris  anguftia  terram  comedebant,  clamantes  &  ejulaates: 
Parce  parcc,  mifercrc  mifererc :  Cum  qui  fui  miferetur^ 
penitus  non  adeflet.  Daemones  ^etiam  fuper  miferoa  cur- 
rentes,  gravibus  cos  flagris  cxddxint,  &  militi  dicebout  i 
Hsec  tormenta,  qux  vides,  fentiendo  patieris,  niil  nobis 
adquiefcasj.ut  ad  portam,  per  quam  intrafti,  revertarisi  ad 
quam  £  volueris,  pacifip^  deduceris.  Sed  ille  ad  menten^ 
revocans,  qualiter  ipfum  Deus  alibi  liberavlt,  credere  eis 
omnino  contempfit.  Tunc  Dasmone^  eum  in  terram  pro- 
fternentes,  ad  modum  aliorum  configere  conati  funt  c  Sed. 
invocato  nomine  Jefu  Chrifti,  nihil  amplius  in  loco  illo,  ill! 
facere  potuerunt.  In  alium  campum,  militem  trahentes 
dsempnes,  banc  ibi  differentiam  confpexit,  quod  iicut  in 
campo  fuperiori,  homines  afflifti  ventres  habuerunt  deor- 
fum  verfos,  ita  in  hoc  campo  dorfa  folo  haerebant.  JQra- 
cones  autem  ignei  fuper  ^juofdam  fedentes,  &  deniibus  eos 
igneis  corrodcntes,  modo  tniferabili  affigeba^it*    Alicinua 

quoque 
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quoque  colb,  brachia,  Sc  corpora  ferpentes  igniti  clrcum- 
ctngedtes,  amleos  oris  fai  igneos  eorum  cordibus  infixerunt. 
Bufbnes  etiatn  mirx  magnitudinis  &  horroris,  fuper  quo* 
rundam  pcftora  incnmbentes,  dcformibus  roftris  fais,  eo- 
nim  corda  extraherc  conabantur.  *  Daemoncs  practerei  fu- 
per fiAguIos  curfitantes,  &  flagrts  afperrioiis  csedentes,  ml- 
ftros  graviter  cructabant,  ncc  unquam  a  flctu  &  ejulata 
affliAi,  cdTabant.  Inde  trahentes  militem  dfemonesi  in 
alhim  poenalcm  campum,  invenit  ibi  tantam  utriiifque  fcx-^ 
lis  &:  setatis  diverfx  multituduiemi  ut  totius  orbis  plenitu- 
dinem  vinccrc  crederetur.  Alii  ibi  pendebant  in  flammis 
fulpbureis,  igneis  cathenis  per  pedes  &  tibias  immif&s,  & 
capitibus  ad  ima  demiflls,  allii  per  manus  &  brachia,  alii 
per  eapillps  &  capita.  Alii  pendebant  in  flammis  igneis  in  * 
uncis  ferreis  8£  ignitis,  per  oculos  Sc  nares>  alii  per  aures 
&  fauces,  alii  per  tefticulos  &  mammillas.  Nee  inter  fie* 
tu8  mileros  univerforum  &  ejalatus,  flagella  dxmonum 
defuenint.  Cumque  miiitem  hk  ficut  in  aliis  pocnis,  ini- 
mici  torquere  vohxiflent,  noxnen  Chrifti  invdcavit,  gc  iHae- 
fus  eTaflt. 

Ab  illo  pcemali  loco,  Daemones  militem  impellentes^^  ve- 
nemnt  ad  rotam  quandam  ferream  &  ignitam,  cujus  radii 
&  canthi,  uncis  ferreis  &  igneis  erant  undique  circumfixi. 
In  quibus  homines  pendpites,  ^  flamma  tetri  fulphureique 
incendii,  qux  h,  terra  furgebat,  graviter  urebantur.  Hanc 
(nim  rotam  d:emones  tanta  agilitate  impingebant  veflibus 

quibufdam 
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quibufdam  ferreis,  «it  nuUmn  omnind  bomineiay  ab  alio 
poflls  difcernere :  Quia  prx  ntmia  corfus  cekritate  nihil 
atjG  ignis  inceodium  apparebat  Nee  minori  toriiieBto  vex* 
abantur  hi|  <fxi  vcrubus  transiixiy  ad  ignem  afiati  degutta- 
bantnr  I  dxmonibusy  ex  metallis  liquefaAis,  vel  fbrnacibus 
crcmabaatnri  feu  illi>  qui  in  fiartaginibtts  frigebantur*  Vi« 
dit  prstere^  miles,  trahcntibus  eum  miniftris  tartareis^  do- 
mum  ionumeris  caldariis,  plenumque  piceis  fulphureifque 
liquaminibus,  ac  divaiis  repletam  bullientibus  metallisj  ho- 
mines conditionis  &  utriufque  aetatis  contmentem.  Quo- 
rum quidam  ex  totOi  quidaro  ufque  iiipercilia  &  oculos, 
alii  ofque  ad  labia  &  collar  alii  ad  pcAus  ufque  &l  fcemora, 
alii  ad  genua  ufque  &  crura>  alii  manum  unam  vd  pedem^ 
alii  ambas  manuB  &c  pedes  in  caldariis  tei^ebant,  &  omnes 
prx  doloris  anguftia  vociferabant,  ac  miferabiliter  ejubbant. 
^  '  £t  ctmi  coepiflcnt  daemones  militem  cum  'aliis  fubmergerep 

liberatus  eft  Chrifti  nomine  invocato. 

Ukpe  dsemones  militem  in  montem  excelfum  impelleii- 
tes,  oftenderunt  ei  utriufque  fexus  homines  &  aet^tis  dlver* 
fo  multitudinem  copiolam,  qui  omnes  nudi  fedebant,  & 
fuperdigitos  pedum  curva^t.  gt  ad  aquilor.em  verG,  quafi 
mortem  perterriti,  cxpcftabant.  Et  ecce  fubito  ventus  tur- 
binis  Tchementis,  ab  aqui^onc  venieiis,  Ipfos  omnes  &c  cum 
eis  militem  arrlpuit^  ficinah^*'  r.vr'.  'v.n.rr,,  in  flumcn 
fi-igidum  &  fcctidum,  flentes  &voc..V'v.  ..  r-^jecit  Et 
fpm  de  aqua  frigidiffima  furgere  conarentuj*,  la;moiies  fu- 
%  per 
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p^r  aqaam  currentes,  in  ipfo  omnes  flumine  .fubmerferunt. 
At  miles  Chrifti  nonaen  invocavit,  &  confcftim  in  alia  fe 
ripa  invcnit.     Tqnc  dastnones  ilium  contra  Audnim  tra- 
hentes,  &l  oflendentes  flammam  teterrimam^  &  foetore  ful- 
phurco  plenam,  dc  pateo  quodam  afcendcntem,  &  homi-' 
nes  nudos  &l  quail  igneos,  velut  fcintillas  igneas  in  aerem 
furfum  compellentem,  &  flammarum  vi  deficientc,  iteruni 
in  ignemTSc  puteum  relabi.     At  dxmones  militi*  dixerunt : 
Puteus  i(le  flammivomus,  introitus  eft  inferni,  u^  noflrum        \ 
habitacuium  eft :  £t  quoniam  nobis  hucufque  ftudiose  fer- 
vidi,  hic  nobifcum  fine  fine.manebis  :  £t  H  hunc  puteum 
ingreflus  fiieri*;,  in  anima  pariter  &  corpore  peiibis.    Scd 
tamen  fi  ad  hue  nobis  confcntire  volueris,  &  revert aris  ad 
portam  qua  intrafti,  illserus  redlbis.     Ille  aut^m  de  Dei  ad- 
jutorio  confifus,  qui  eum  toties  liberaverat,  eorum  exhor* 
tationes   contempfit.     Tunc  daemones  indignati^  projeco- 
runt  fe  in  ignem  putei,  &  fecum  militem  intruferunt :  Et 
quo  miles  in  eo  profundius  defcendit,  eo  latiorem  puteum 
confpexity  &c  poenam  in  illo  graviorem  fenfit.    In  puteo 
quoque  iUo  miles  tantam  anguftiam  fenfit  &  miferiam^  ut 
diu  oblitus  fit  fui  adjutoris.     Sed  Deo  tandem  ilium  refpL- 
ciente,  nomen  Jefii  Chrifti  invocavitj  &  protinus  vis  flam- 
mx  eum  in  aerem  fiirfiim  levavit,  ubi  in  delcenfione  putei 
aliquandiu  attonitus  ftetit.     Sed  ecce  novi  daemones  ex  ore 
putei  prorumpentes,  dixerunt :  £t  tu  qui  hk  ftas,  cui  focii 
noftri  dixerunt)  hunc  efle  infemum»  non  ita  fore  fcias : 
Nam  confuctudinis  noftrse  eft  femper  mentiri,  ut  quos  de- 
VoL.  11.  I  i  i  ciperc 
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ciperc  non  polTumus  per  vcrum,  declpiamus  per  £dfuin : 
Hie  non  eft  infcrnus,  fed  nunc  te  ad  infernum  ducimus. 


Trahentes  igitur  militcm,  hoftcs  novi,  cum  tumultu 
horrifonoy  ad  fiumen  quoddam  foetiduoi)  lauffimum,  ac  to- 
tum  flamma  fulphureo  incendio  coopcrtum,  daemonumque 
multitudine  replctum,  dicentium  ei,  quod  fub  fluminc  iUo 
cflct  infermis.  Pons  vcro  protcndebatur  ultra  flumen,  in 
quo  tria  i^uafi  impoffibilia  videbantur:  Unum,  quod  ita 
lubricus  erat,  ut  etiamfi  latus  cflet,  nuUus  vel  vix  aliqnis, 
^in  CO  pedcm  figcre  poflet.  Aliud  qu6d  ^dco  ftrichis  erat, 
quod  nuUus  in  eo  ftare  vel  ambulare  valebat.  Tertium 
quod  ita  altus  eft,  &  a  flumtne  remotus,  quod  horrendum 
erat  deorfum  afpicere.  Oportet  te  inquiunt  dsemones,  fu- 
per  pontem  hunc  ambulare,  &  ventus  ille  qui  te  projecit 
alias,  flumen  projiciet  in  iftud.  £t  confeftim  a  fociis  nof« 
tris,  qui  in  fluminc  funt,  cajMeris,  8c  in  profundum  Infemi 
demergeris.  Scd  miles  invocato  nomine  Jefti  Chrifti,  pon- 
tem audaftcT  ingrefius,  coepit  pedetentim  fuper  pontem  in- 
cedere,  &  quo  amplius  proccflit  in  eo,  tanto  viam  largi- 
crem  invenit :  Unde  pontis  latitudo  in  brevi  ita  crcvit,  ut 
vise  publicae  amplitudinem  proeferret.  Porro  daemones 
confpicantes  militem  tam  libtre  fuper  pontem  incedere, 
vocibus  fuis  prophanis  ita  horride  aerem  concuflenint, 
quod  ftridore  ilio  magls  erat  attonitus,  qu^m  illatione  tor- 
mentbrum,  quse  prius  fuerat  a  dcinonibus  perpeffus.  Alii 
koftes,  qui  fub  ponte  in  fluminc  erant,  uncos  fuos  ferreos 
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Sc  ignkos  projeccrunt  ad  ilium,  fed  militem  tangerc  neque- 
verunt^  Et  fie  demum  fccure  proceffit,  quia  nihil  fibi 
contrarium  invenit. 

Miles  itaque  invidlus  jam  liber  fa^s  I.  vcxatione  Spiri* 
tuum  immundorum,  vidit  ante  fe  murum  altum,  &  in 
aerem  eve£him,  xnirabilis  &  ftrufturx  impreciabilis,  in  quo 
portam  unam,  fed  tamen  claufam  cernebat  i  Hxc  metallis 
ac  pretiofis  exornata  lapidibus,  fplendore  admirabili  radi- 
abat.  Ad  quam  cum  miles  appropinquaret,  contra  ipfum 
aqux  tantse  fuavitatis  odor  ei  occurrcns  exivit,  iit  viribus 
corporis  refuHiptis,  tormenta  qux  pcrtulerat,  fibi  in  refri^ 
gerium  vertcrentur.  Egrefla  eft  autem  contra  cum  vcni- 
entem,  cum  crucibus,  cereis  &  vexiliis,  ?.c  velut  palmarum 
aurearum  ramis,  tam  ordinata  proceffio,  quod  nunquam 
talis  vifa  fiicrat  in  hoc  m'undo.  Scquebantur.  pr«di£la  de 
omnibus  ordinibus  utriufque  fexus  homines,  quorum  Ar- 
chiepifcopi  alii,  &  Epifcopi,  &  Abbates,  Monachi  tc  Pfef- 
byteri,  ac  fingulorum  ecclefi^e  graduum  miniftri,  qui  om- 
nes  facris  vcftibus  &  fub  ordinibus  congruis  induti,  mili- 
tem cum  jucunda  veneratione  fulceperunt,  atque  cum  con- 
centu  harmonix  inauditae  infra  portam  fecum  Coeliciter  con- 
duxerunt.  Finito  itaque  concentu,  duo  Archie^ifcopi  cum 
CO  loquentcs,  benedixerunt  Deum,  qui  tanta  conftantia  in 
tormcmis,  per  qux  tranfierit  quae  pertulit,  ejus  animam 
confirmavit.  Illis  igltur  militem  per  patriam  cpnducenti- 
Vus,  invenerunt  &  illi  oftcnderunt  prata  amaniffima  di- 

verCs 
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verfis  floribusj  fruftibufque  &  herbarum  arborutnq  ;  muU 
tiformium  decoratai  ex  quorum  fuavitatis  odorc,  ut  iibi  vi- 
fum  efty  vivere  potuiflct.  Nox  iUam  aliquando  non  obnu- 
bilate jy^uia  fempcr  coclefti  quadam  claritate  &  inefiabili 
fplendorc  conifqat.  Tantam  ibi  hcfminum  utriufque  fexus 
vidit  Qiultitudinein,  quantam  rciiduuin  foeculi  credidit  con* 
tinere  i^n  poile.  Cbori  choris  per  loca  aftiterunt,  ac  dul- 
cis  harmonix  conccntu,  crcatorem  omnium  laudaverunt. 
Alii  quail  Reges  corona  incedebant,  alii  amiAu  aureo  indu- 
ti  videbantur,  nonnulli  variis  indumentis  erant  decorati^ 
juxta  quod  unufqulfquc  in  faeculo  utebatur.  Stnguli  dc 
propria  felicitate  gaudcbant,  finguli  dc  aliorum  liberatione 
Sc  gaudio  exultabant.  Omnes  qui  militem  intuebantur,  dc 
ejus  adventu  Dominum  bencdicebant,  &  de  ejus  ercptionc 
^  mortuis  congaudebant.  Non  leftum^  non  frigus  ibi  ali- 
quis  fentiebat,  nee  quicquam  quod  offcndcrc  poffet  yel  no- 
cere,  vidcbat. 

Tunc  fanfti  pontifices,  qui  militi  p^triam  tarn  praeclaraxx^ 
oftenderant,  dixerunt  ei :  quoniam  mifericordia  Dei  ad  nos 
illsefus  pcrvcnifii,  rationem  a  nobis  audire  debes^  dc  fingu- 
lis  qux  vidifti.  Patria  hxc  terreftris  eft  paradifus,  unde 
pro  pcccatis  fuis  ejcd\us  eft  homo  primus,  hinc  vero  expul- 
fus  in  mifcriam  illam  projeftus  eft,  in  qua  homines  mori- 
untur,  ex  cujus  came  nos  omnes  propagati,  &  in  peccato 
priginali  omnes  nati,  per  fidem  Domini  noftxi  Jefu  Chrifti, 
quam  in  baptifmate  fyfcepimus^  ad  hunc  paradifum  reverfi 

fumus. 


APPENDIX.  435 

lumus.  Et  quoniam  poft  fidei  fufceptionemy  innutnerb 
aftualibus  fumus  implicati  peccatis,  non  nifi  per  purgati- 
onem  peccatorum  8c  a£ii£tionem  p<cnanun  hue  potuimus 
pervenire.  P<9oitcntiain  cnim,  quaox  ante  morteni  vel 
xnorientes  fufcepimus,  &  in  fseculo  non  peregimus^  in  locis 
quse  viilifti  pcenalibus^  juxta  modum  $c  quantitatem  culpa* 
rum  per  tormenta  redant  luenda.  Omnes  epim  qui  hie 
fumuS)  in  locis  illis  pcenalibus  fuimus  pro  peccatis.  £t 
omnesy  quos  iii  poenis  vidifti,  praeter  eos,  qai  infra  os  putei 
Infcmalis  exiftunt,  ad  hanc  requiem  pervenient,  &  tandem 
falvi  fient.  Omni  namque  die  inde  aliqui  purgati  ad  not 
veniunty  quos  in  hanc  requiem  ficut  &  fecimus  te  introdu-p 
cimus  venientes^  nee  noftrum  aliquis  novit^  qu^mdiu  hie 
moraturus  fit.  Per  mifias  verO)  Pfalmosi  eleemofynas  & 
orationes  ecclefiae  generalis,  &  per  fpecialia  amicorum  aux« 
ilia^  aut  purgandorum  tormenta  mitigantur,  aut  de  ipfis 
fuppliciis  ad  minora  transferuntur,  dcinee  poenitiis  Uberen^ 
tur.  Ecce  ut  vides,  hie  in  magna  quiete  fumus^  fed  non« 
dum  tamen  ad  fupernam  cceli  Ixtitiam  afcendere  fumus 
digni.  Tranfibimus  hinc  poft  fpatium  k  Deo  fingulis  con«> 
ftitutum^  in  paradifum  coeleftem,  ficut  Deus  provident^ 

Dexndb  praefules  venerandi,  militem  in  montem  decli- 
vem  ducentes,  juflerunt  ut  afpicerct  fiirfum.  Quo  cikm 
afplceret,  interrogabant,  cujufmodi  coloris  coelum  eflet, 
rcfpeftu  loci  in  quo  ftetit.  Qui  refpondit :  colori  fimile 
ciTc  auri  in  fornacc  ardentis.    Hoc  inquiunt^  quod  nunc 

videS| 
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Tides,  introitus  eft  coeli  &  coeleftis  Paradifi.  Qoando 
cnim  aliqui  a  nobis  recedunt,  hinc  in  coelum  afcendunt. 
£t  quamdiu  hie  manemus,  quotidie  femel  paillt  nos  cibo 
ccelefti  Deus.  £t  quali  hie  pafcamur  eibo,  nobifcum  fen- 
ties  jam  guftando.  Vix  fermone  finito,  &  ecce  quafi  radi- 
us flammae  ignis  de  coelo  defcendensj  patriam  totam  coope- 
ruit»  &  quafi  per  radios  fuper  capita  iingulorum  Aibiidens, 
fiamma  demum  tota  in  eis  intravit.  Unde  miles  tantazn 
dulcedinb  in  corde-  fimul  &  eorpore  feniit  {uavltatenii 
quod  vtx  intellexit,  utrum  vivus  an  mortuus  fuiflet :  Sed 
hora  ilia  in  momento  traniivit.  Sed  miles  libenter  ibi 
manfiilety  fi  ibi  iis  deliciis  frui  licuiflet.  Sed  poft  talia 
tantaque  jucunda,  ei  triftia  referuntur.  Quoniam  inqni* 
nnt  fanfti  pnefules,  &  requiem  beatorum,  ut  defiderafci, 
&  tormenta  malorum  nunc  pro  parte  confpexifti,  oportet 
te  jam^  ut  per  earn  viam,  qua  veneras,  revertaris.  Si  au- 
tem>  quod  abfit,  male  vixeris,  amodo  ad  fxculum  revcrfus, 
vidifti  quanta  te  expe£lant  tormenta.  Si  vero  bene  vixcris 
fc  religiose,  fecurus  efto :  Quia  hue  ad  nos  pervenics, 
quando  de  eorpore  exibis.  In  ifto  qooque  reditu  quo 
nunc  reverteris,  nee  daemonum  tormenta  formidabis,  qn'ix 
daemones  ad  te  non  audebunt  accedere,  nee  tormenta  tibi 
poterunt,  qux  vidifti,  nocere.  Tunc  miles  fiens  &  ejubns 
ait,  hinc  difcedere  non  valeo,  quia  valde  timeo,  ne  per  fra- 
'  gilitatem  humanx  miferix  allquld  delinquam,  quod  nic 
impediat  hue  redire.  Non  inquiunt,  flout  tu  vis,  erit,  feii 
^ut  iUe,  qui  &  nos  &  te  fecit  voluerit,  ita  fiet.     Moerens 

igitur 
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igitur  &  lugens  miles  ab  eis  reducitur  ad  portanii  &  eo 
contra  voluntatem  fuam  *  cgrcflb,  clauditur  porta  poft  ip- 

fum. 

Miles  igitur  Cknus^  via  qua-vcncrat  revcrfus,  ad  aulam 
prxfatam  pervenit.  Sed  daetnones  quos  in  ipfo  reditu  fuo 
vldit,  quafi  timent'es  euxn  fugerunt,  &  tormenta  per  qux 
tranfiit,  ci  noccre  nequiverunt.  Et  confeftim  cim  aulam 
intraiTet,  occurrunt  ci  qulndecim  viri  iupradi<f>i^  glorifican- 
tes  Deurn^  qui  tantam  illi  contulerat  conftantiam  in  tor- 
mentis.  Oportet  te  (inquiunt  militi)  ut  quantoties  hinc 
afcendas,  jam  cnim  in  patria  tua  clarefcit  aurora,  &  nifi 
portam,  Prior  aperiens,  tc  invenerit,  dc  reditu  tuo  dcfpe- 
rans,  obferata  porta,  ad  ecclefiam  revertetur.  Sicque  mi* 
les  benedi^ione  percepta,  ab  eis  afcenderc  feftinavit  &  bo- 
ra eadem,  qua  portam  Prior  aperuit,  miles  ei  feftinus  veni« 
ens,  obviavit.  Quem  cum  Chrifti  laudibus  Prior  fufcipi- 
ens,  in  eccleiiam  perduxit,  ubi  cum  per  dies  quindetim  in 
pratione  permanfliTet)  fignaculum  ^rucis  accepit,  &  In  ter- 
rain fan£tam  devotus  proficifcens,  fepulcbrum  Domini  cum 
locis  aliis  vencrabilibus,  in  fanfta  contemplatione  pctivit. 
Et  inde  cxpleto  laudabilitcr  peregrinationis  voto,  reverfus, 
Regem  Stephanum  dominum  fuum  adiit,  confulturus,  ut 
ejus  confilio,  in  fanflx  religionis  ordine  reliquum  vitac  fu« 
explcret,  ac  Regi  Regum  omnium  dc  caetero  militaret. 
Contigit  autem  eo  tempore,  quod  Gervqftus  Ludenfis  cceno- 
bii  Abbas,  Rege  Anglorum  Siephano  donante,  locum  ad 

I  Abbatiam 
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Abtatiam  conftruendam  in  Hybernia  obtineret.  Qui  mo- 
nachum  fuum  nomine  GUebertum  ad  Regem  direxiti  ut  ab  co 
locum  fufciperet,  &  ibi  conftnieret  Abbatiam.  At  Gileber- 
ius  ad  Regem  veniens,  conqueftus  eft  nimis,  quod  patrix 
jUios  linguam  non  novit.  Sed  inquit  Rex,  bonum  tibi  in- 
lerpreCem  Deo  auxiliante,  inveniam*  £t  vocato  mlllte 
Oeno^  jnlBt  Rex  ut  cum  G'debnrto  iret,  &  cum  ipfo  in  H j* 
bernia  remaneret.  Quod  miles  gratanter  annuens,  cum 
diAo  CrUderto  reman(u$,  &  fatis  ei  devotus  mmtftrans,  mo- 
oachalem  habltum  fufcipere  voluit:  Q^iia  fervus  eflet,  quern 
Dominus  praeeltgit.  Trsoifeuntes  autem  in  Hybemiam, 
Abbatiam  conftnixerunt :  Ubi  miles  0<nuSf  interpres  mo- 
oachi^  deTotus  extitit,  &  in  omnibus  agendis  minifter  fide* 
lis.  Quandocunque  vero  monackus  folus  alicubi  cum  mi- 
lite  fuit,  de  ftatu  purgatorii  &  poenis  mirabilibus,  quas  vi- 
derat  &  experto  didicerat,  curiose  ab  eo  quaefivit.  At  ille 
qui  nunquam  audirc  potuit  de  purgatorio  loqui,  quin  pro- 
rumperet  in  fletum  amariilimum,  coepit  fub  iigiUo  fecreti, 
amico  pro  sedification^i  ea  que  audierat,  viderat,  &  experi- 
mentis  didicerat,  ecarrare :  Affirmans  fefe  omnia  corporeis 
oculis  confpexiile.  Hujas  autem  monachi  induftria  8c  cli- 
ligentia)  hujus  militb  experientia  redaAa  eft  in  Scriptunucj 
iSmul  cum  relatione  epifcoporum  regionisi  &  aliorum  xeli- 
gioibrumi  qui  caufa  juftitiae  perhibuerunt  teftimonium  ve- 
rltati. 

a  THE 
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No.  II. 

X  H  E  .following  is  a  copy  of  the  celebrated  epiftle,  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Pope,  from  Robert  Bruce  and  the  Scottifli 
Parliament,  aflembled  at  Aberlx'othwick.  It  befpeaks  the 
magnanimous  fpirit,  and  the  clear  moral  intelligence  of  the 
Scottiih  Nation,  better  than  any  other  public  deed  of  the 
Age.  It  is  indeed,  one  of  the  moft  interefting  authentic 
papers  that  have  been  preferved  to  lis  in  the  hiftory  of 
Europe. 


Sanctissimo  patri  in  Chrifto  ac  domino,  domino  Jo- 
hanni,  divina  "providentil  (acrofanAx  Romanae  et  univer- 
falis  ecclefiae  (ummo  pontifici ;  filii  fui  humiles  et  devoti, 
Duficanus  comes  de  Fyfe,  Thomas  Ranulphi  comes  Moraviz, 
dominus  Mannise  et  vallis  Anandix,  Patriciut  de  Dumbar 
comes  Marchix,  Maltfius  comes  de  Stratheryne,  Malcolmus 
cdmes  de  Levenax,  WtlMmus  comes  de  Rofi,  Magnus  co- 
mes Cathanix  et  Orcadiae,  et  ^i/Zf/mi//' comes  Suthirlan- 
diee,  Waberus  fenefcallus  Scotise,  WilUlmus  de  Sow£s  butte- 
larius  Scotise,,  Jacobus  dominus  de  Douglas,  Rogerus  de  Mou" 
hraji  David  dominus  de  Brechyn,  David  de  Graham,  Jhgel' 
ramus  de  Umpbravilte,  Johannes  de  Meneteth  cuftos  comfta-* 
tus  de  Meneteth,  Akxandtr  Frafer^  Gilbertus  de  Haya  con- 
ftabularius  Scotiae,  Robertus  de  Keth  marefcallus  Scotix, 

VpJ-.II,.  Kkk  ^    Henricus 


^^ 
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Henricus  de  SanSo^larm  panetarius  Scotise,  Johannes  de  Gra^ 
bam,  Dcvuf  de  Linde/ayy  WiUelmus  0/iphaunt,  Patridus  d^ 
Grahatny  Johannes  de  Feniona^  Willelmus  de  Ablmilbyj  David 
de  Wemysy  Willelmus  de  Monte-fixo^  Ferguftus  de  Ardroffliney 
Euflachius  de  Maxtvelly  WiUelnuis  de  Ramefay^  Willelmus  de 
JHonte^aliOf  Ahnus  de  JHoravia^  Dovenaldus  Camhell,  JohaU'- 
nes  Camhrun^  Reginaitus  le  Cben,  Mexander  de  Seion,  Andre- 
as de  Lefcelyn^  et  Alexander  de  Stratan^  ceterique  barones  et 
libere-tenentesi  ac  tota  communitas  regni  Scotix,  omnuno- 
dam  reverentiam  filialem  cum  d^votis  pedum  ofculis  beato- 
rum.  ScinyoSy  fan£)jffime  pater  ct  dprnjoei  et  e:f^  antj<|ao- 
rum  geftis  et  libris  coUigimus,  quod  inter  ceteras  nationes 
egregias  noftrai  fciz.  ^cottorum,  natio  multis  prseconiis  fu- 
erit  infignita :  quae  majori  Scythia  per  mare  Tyrrheoum  et 
Columnas  Kerculis  tranfiens,  et  in  Hifpania*  inter  ferocifli- 
mos  per  multa  teinporum  curricula  refidens,  a  nullis,  quan- 
tumcunque  barbaris^  poterat  alicubi  gentibus  fubjugari.  In- 
deque  venienS|  poft  mille  et  ducentps  annos  a  tranfitu  po- 
puli  Ifraelitici,  fibi  fedes  in  Occidente,  quas  nunc  obtinet, 
cxpulfis  Britonibus,  et  V\QAs  omnino  4eleti$9  lic^t  per  Nor- 
wagienlis,  Dacos,  (jt  Anglicps  faepius  imppgnata  fuerit,  muU 
tis  iibi  vK^forils  et  iaborlbus  quamplyrimis  acquiiiyit ;  ipfaf- 
que  ab  omni  fervitute  liberas>  ut  prifcorum  teftantur  liifio* 
rix,  femper  tenuit.  In  quorum  regno  pentum  ct  trefde- 
cim  regcs  de  ipforum  regali  profapia,  nuUo  alienigcna  in- 
tcrveniente,  regnaverunt.  Quorum  nobilitatcs  et.mcrita, 
jicct  ex  aliis  non  clarcrcnt,  fatis  patenter  e£Fi|Igent  ex  eo, 

I  quod 
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tjuo  j  Rex  rcgum  et  Dotninus  Jefus  Chriftus,  poft  paffio-^ 
ncm  ct  rcfurrcftionem  fuam,  ipfosj  in  ultimis  tcrne  finibus 
confticutos,  quail  primos  ad  fuam  £dem  fan£tiffimam  con- 
vocavk  :  nee  cos  per  quctnlibet  in  difta  fide  confirmari  vo- 
luity  fed  per  fuum^primum  Apoftolucn  vocationej  quaiAvisi 
ordine  fccundum  vcl  tertium,  fcilicet  Andream,  mitiffimuih 
bcati  Petri  germannmi  quem  femper  ipfis  praeeffe  voluit  u£ 
patronum. 

Hmq  autem  fanilKIimi  patres  ct  praedecefTores  veftri  fbl- 
licita  mente  penfantes,  ipfum  regnum  et  poptilum,  ut  beati  ^ 

Petri  germani  peculium,  multis  favoribus  et  privilegiis  quam- 
plurimb  munierunt :  ita  quod  gens  noftra  fub  ipforum  pro« 
teftione  libera  ha£tenus  dcguit  et  quieta^  donee  ille  prin- 
ceps  magnificus  rex  Anglorum  Eadwardus,  pater  iilius  qui 
nunc  cftj  rcgnun»  ooftrum  acephalutn,  populumque  nullius 
mali  aut  doli  confcium^  nee  bellis  aut  infultibus  tunc  aiTue- 
tum,  fub  aniici  et  confoedcrati  fpecie  iniinicabiliter  infeda* 
▼it.  Cujus  injurias,  cscdes  et  violehtias,  praedationes,  in- 
cendia,  prxlatorum  incarcerationes,  monafteriorum  com- 
buftionesi  rcligioforum  fpoliationcs  et  occifionesy  aliai  quo- 
que  enormia  quae  iti  difto  populo  exercilit,  nuUi  parcens 
aetati  aut  fexui,  rcligio?;ii  aut  ordini,  nullus  fcribe/et,  ncc  ad 
plenum  ihtcUigcretj  hifi  quern  expcricritia  informarct.  A 
quibus  malis  innumeris,  ipfo  juvante*qui  poft  vulnera  me- 
detur  et  fanat,  liberati  fumus  per  ftrcnuiffimum  principem, 
rcgem  et  dominum  noftnimi  D.  Robertunti  qui,  pro  popula 

ct 
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et  hcreditite  fuis  de  manibus  mimiconim  liberandis,  qua£ 
alter  Macchabaeus  aut  Jofue,  labores  et  txdia,  inedias  et 
periculo  laeto  fuftinuit  animo :  quern  ettam  Divina  difpofi- 
tid,  et  juxta  leges  et  confuetudines  noftras,  qaas  uique  ad 
mortem  fuftinere  Tolamus,  juris  fucce£io  et  Debitus  noT- 
trornm  omnium  confenfus  et  aflenfus  noftnim  fecenint 
principem  atque  regem.  QyA,  tanquam  illi  per  quern  falus 
in  populo  noftro  fa£ta  eft,  pro  noftra  libertate  tuenda,  tain 
jure  qu^m  meritis  tenemur,  et  volumus  in  omnibus  adhae- 
rere.  Quem  fi  ab  inceptis  deilfteret,  et  regi  Anglonim 
•  aut  Anglids  nos  aut  regnum  noftrum  volens  fubjicere,  tan- 

quam  inimicum  noftrumi  et  fui  noftrique  juris  fubrerfbreai, 
ftatim  expellere  niteremur,  et  alium  regem  noftnim^  qui  ad 
defenfionem  noftram  fufficeret,  faceremus ;  quia  ^uamHu 
Centum  Fivi  Rtmanferint^  Nunquom  Angbrum  Dominh  JU' 
quaUnus  Volurmts  Subfugari*  Non  enim  propter  gloriam, 
divitias  aut  honores  pugnamus,  fed  propter  libertatem  fo- 
lummodo,  quam  nemo  tonuSf  nijt  fimui  cum  vita^  umittit, 
Hinc  eft,  reverende  pater  et  domine,  quod  fan^tatem  vef- 
tram  omni  precum  inftantia,  genuflexis  cordibus  exoramos, 
quatenus  ii^cero  corde  menteque  pia  recenfentes,  quod, 
apud  eum  cvgus  Tices  in  terris  geritis,  non  fit  pondus  et 
.  *  pondus,  nee  diftin£tio  Judxi  et  Graed,  Scoti  aut  Anglid, 
tribulationes  et  anguftias  nobis  et  ecdefix  Dd  illatas  ab 
Anglicis,  patemis  oculis  intuentes,  regem  Anglorum,  cai 
fufficere  debet  quod  poffidet,  ciim  olim  Anglia  feptem  aut 
pluribus  folebat  fufficere  regibus,  monere  et  exhortari  dig- 
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nemlnii  at  nos  Scotos  in  exlli  degentes  Scotia,  ultra  quam 
habitatio  non  eft,  nihilque  niU  noftrum  cnpientes,  in  pace 
dimittat.  Ciri,  pro  noftra  procnranda  quicte,  quicquid  pot 
fumusy  ad  ftatum  noftrum  refpcAa  habito,  £M:ere  volumus 
cum  efieAa.  Veftra  cnim  intcrcft,  fanAe  pater,  hoc  face- 
re,  qui  Paganorum  feritatem,  Chriftianorum  culpis  exigent 
tibus,  in  Chriftianos  fx^entem  afpicitb,  et  Chriftianorum 
tcrminos  arfhri  indies  j  quantumque  veftrae  fan£titatb  me* 
moria  derogat,  fi,  quod  abfit,  ecclefia  in  aliqua  fui  parte 
veftris  temporibus  patiatur  eclipiim  aut  icandalum,  vos  vi-« 
derltiis.  Excitet  igitur  Chrfftianos  principes,  qui  non  cau* 
fam  ut  cauiam  ponentes,  fe  fingunt  in  ftibiidium  Terrse 
San£tse,  propter  guerras  quas  habent  cum  proximis,  ire 
non  pofle.  Cujus  impedlmenti  caufa  eft  verior,  quod  in 
minoribus  proximb  debellandis  utilitas  propior,  et  reii&en- 
tia  debilior  aeftimatur.  Sed  quam  Ixto  corde  diAus  domi* 
nus  rex  noftcr  et  nos,  ft  rex  Anglorum  nos  in  pace  diipit- 
teret,  tUuc  iremus,  qui  nihil  ignorat  fatis  no^it:  quod 
Chrifti  vicario  totique  Chriftianitati  oftendimus  et  tefta- 
mur.  Quibus  fi  fan£litas  veftra,  Anglorum  relatibus  ni- 
mis  credula,  fidem  fincWam  non  adhibeat,  aut  ipfts  in  nof- 
tram  confuficxiem  faYcre  non  definat,  corporum  excidia, 
animarum  exitia,  et  cetera  qux  fequentur  incommoda,  qu« 
ipG  in  nobis  et  nos  in  ipfis  fecerimss,  vobis  ab  AltiffioK) 
credirous  imputanda  ;  Ex  quo  fumus  et  erimus,  in  his  qux 
tenemur,  tanquam  obedientiae  filii  vobis,  tanquam  ipiius 
vicario,  parati  in  omnibus  cotrplacere,  ipfique,  tanquam 

Summo 
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Summo  Rcgi  et  Judici,  caafam  noftram  tueadam  commit^ 
timusi  cogitatum  noftnim  ja£hntes  in  ipib^  fperantefquc 
firmiter  qudd  in  nobis  virtutem  faciet  et  ad  nihQum  redl- 
.  get  hoftes  noftros.  San^tatexn  ac  faniutem  vefirain  con- 
fervet  Altii&mus  eccleiise  fuae  fandlx  per  tempora  diutur- 
na.  Dat.  apud  monafteriuni  de  Abirbrothoc  in  Scotia, 
fexto  die  Apiilis,  anno  gratise  millefimo  trecentefimo  vice- 
iimOy  anno  vero  regni  regis  noftri  fupradifti  quinto  deci- 
mo. 

No.  IlL 

X  H  E  following  Leonine  verfes  written  by  William  Baf- 
ton,  the  monk,  on  the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  have  ap- 
peared worthy  of  infertion  here.  Bafton  came  to  fing  tRe 
glories  of  Edward  j  but  was  compelled  to  celebrate  the  tri- 
umph of  Bruce.  Thefe  verfes  are  an  original  record  of 
the  events  of  the  battle ;  and  a  curious  monument  of  the 
tafte  of  the  Age. 

• 
Metra  de  illustri  bello  de  Banokburn^ 

De  plan^  cudo  metrum  cum  carmine  nudo : 
Rifum  retrudo,  dum  tali  themate  ludo. 
Reftor  coelefiis,  adhibens  folamina  moeftis, 
Vcrax  eft  teftis,  qui  profpera  fcrre  poteft  his, 

Quos 


APPENDIX.  44j 

Qiips  vincit  reftis,  pro  findone  fordida  veftis. 
Ploro  fub  his  geftis,  perimit  quos  torrida  peftis, 
Bella  parata  fleo>  lamcntans  fub  canopeo^ 

Sub  quo  rege  reo,  nefcio^  tcftc  Deo. 
Eft  regnun^  duplex,  et  ntrumque  cupit  dominari  ^ 
Scd  neutrunijfupplex  vult  a  reliquo  fupcrari. 
Dum  fe  fie  ja£tant  cum  Baccho  noAe  jocando^ 
Scotia,  te  inaAant,  verbis  vaois  reprobando. 
Dormitant,  ftcrtunt,  quos  irrita  fomnia  mutant. 
Fortes  fc  putant,  patris  confinia  vcrtunt. 
Explicat  exercitus  fplendentia  figna  per  arva : 
Jam  funt  difperfi,  nimis  eft  virtus  fua  parva. 

Fulmmat  ad  bella  prseco,  clamaos  dira  novella } 
Fellea  funt  mella,  tant&  durante  procella. 
Nunc  armatomm  difponunt  gefta  virorum, 
Ne  gens  Anglorum  vires  enervat  eonim. 
Tu  fer  vcxillum,  quo  Scoti  terrlficentur, 
Agmina  poft  ilium  belli  pro  more  fequentur. 
Arcitenens  arcus  tendas,  nee  Us  modo  parens, 
Illic  tranfmittas  hoftes  perimendo  fagittas : 
Ifthac  tu  tela  vibres,  quail  fiilgur,  anhela 
Non  te  protela,  mortem  feriendo  revela. 
Obviet  hie  illis  cum  fiindis  atque  lapillis, 
Pandens  vefana,  faciendo  concava  plana ; 
£t  loca  tu  ftfte,  tendantur  ut  arte  haliftse. 
Examen  trifte  populus  denuneiat  ifte. 

Haftx 
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Haftx  tolluntor,  patrix  latrapes  rapiuntur : 
Sic  difponunturi  quod  multi  mulca  loquuatur. 
Format  et  informat  rex  Scotus  prxUa  dira. 
Sunt  equitesy  pedites^  O  quam  coogreffio  mint  I 
Clamat  rex*  animat  ScoUNrum  nobilioFesi 
Citat  ex  invitat  ad  bella  viros  potiores  : 
Cemiti  difcernit  acies  pro  marte  paratas^ 
Tales  mortales  gentes  cenfet  fapcratas. 
Fatur,  folatur  turbas  populi  venientisy 
Rifit^  derifit  Anglorum  f<3edera  gentis. 
Fortis  dux  mortis  dlgitos  ad  beUa  docebat, 
Servis  protervis»  nuUi  deferre  jubebat* 
.  Laetus  fit  costus,  icitis  rumoribus  iftis, 
Stabit,  pugnabh,  fie  fiet  Ajagjia  triftis* 
Rex  fortes  unit,  et  emi^  du  fiia  jura> 
Quos  armis  munit,  pn^dicens  beU)i  futura.  \ 
Imbre  (agittali  minuatyr  ab  ingvinye  fanguis> 
Turbine  lethali  ftiiiHilec  JACulator  ut  aaguis, 
Hafta  teres  fodiat  procero9  fp^irgeado  cmoreoii 
MifiUibus  cum  pemicibus  renovajodo  doloremt 
Timba  fecuri  peftora  cniri  fcmdcre  curet ; 
Tela  vibrabit,  fie  fuperabity  &  bene  duret» 
Mucro  latet,  nil  pofie  potet  pro  marte  valere. 
Sors  praeterit  quibus  omen  erit  fuppljenda  repkre* 
Machina  plena  maUs  pedibus  fcMmatur  equiniSi 
Concava  cum  palis^  ne  pergant  ablque  ruinis. 
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Plebs  foveas  fodit,  ot  per  eaa  labantur  equedres^ 
£t  pereant  fi  quos  vidcant  tranfire  pedeftres. 
AJvcna  turba  vocatur,  Scotia  gens  numeratur, 
Prima  phalanx  (bciatur,  regia  vis  cotnitatun 
Scandere  nullus  eorum  tcrga  vakbit  equorum  ) 
Fient  fie  aliorum  plures  domtni  .docninorum. 
Exploratores  mittunt  hinc  inde  potentes, 
Multos  rumores  funt  inter  fe  referentes. 

Dira  dies  folis  pandit  primordia  molis, 
Angligenae  prolis,  hinc  exit  ab  ore  fuo  lis* 
Arida  terra  gerit  Strivelini  praclia  priaQa> 
Splendida  turba  ferity  fed  tandem  cendit  ad  ima. 
Eft  didlor  immenfus,  augentc  dolorc  dolorem, 
Eft  furor  accenfus^  ftimulante  furore  furorem. 
Eft  clamor  crefcens,  feriente  priore  priorem  i 
Eft  valor  arefcenS)  fruftrante  valore  valorem  ; 
Eft  calor  ardefcens,  ur^nte  calore  calorem ; 
Eft  gens  demefcens,  reprobante  minore  minorem. 
Eft  ftupor  auditus,  geminante  ftupore^fhiporem. 
Eft  populus  trituS)  perdente  tenore  tenorem. 
Surgit  rugitus,  fundente  cruore  cniorem, 
Nunc  timor  eft  icitus^  metuente«timore  timorem. 

Atra  dies  lunae  peftem  renovat^  nocituram, 
Qjam  vi  fortunx  facit  Anglis  Scotia  duram. 
Aiiglicola:,  quaii  coelicoliss,  fplendore  nitefcunt, 
Magnanimi^  tanquam  minimi,  fub  nube  quiefcunt. 

Vol.  U-  Lll  Exfpcftat, 
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ExfpeAat,  fpe£lat  gens  Anglica  quos  nece  plc£lat 

Admotos  Scotos  ab  eis  noa  longe  remotos. 

Plebs  plangit,  clangit ;  Ted  quam  congreflio  tangit. 

Nunc  plangit,  frangit  ▼ires  quas  i^bus  angit. 

Magnifici  modici  Scotorum  funt  mitnici ; 

MunI5ci  media  poterit  victoria  dici. 

Infultus  flultus  pnetenditur  ordine  cuUus^ 

Singultus  multus  erumpit  ab  aggere  vultus. 

Defcendens^  frendens,  pedibus  gens  Scotica  tendens^ 

Defendensy  vendens  fua  prodit  dira  rependens. 

Hie  rapit,  hie  capit,  hie  terit,  hie  ferit :  ecce  dolores  \ 

Vox  tonat,  aes  fonat,  hie  ruit,  hie  luit,  ardhi  modo  res. 

Hie  feeat,  hie  neeat,  hie  doeet>  hie  ncxret,  ifte  fugatur. 

Hie  latet,  hie  patet,  hie  premit,  hie  gemit,  hie  fuperatur. 

Hie  firemit,  hie  tremit,  hic  pavet,  hie  cavet,  ifte  ligatur. 

Hie  legit,  hic  tegit,  hie  metit,  hie  petit,  hic  fpoliatur  : 

Crefcit  incdia,  corpora,  prxdia  diripiuntur, 

Heu  !  mulieres,  miles  el  heres  inficiuntur. 

Clare  comes,  venerande  fomes,  Glovemiee  eultor, 
Heu  !  moreris,  fob  Ihragc  peris,  fle  fit  Deus  ukor, 
Truz  Cliffbrdenfis  mucrone  retunderis  enfis, 
I^tibus  immenfis  mis  hoftibus  undique  denfis. 
Miles  Marfeallus  Willelmus,  in  agmine  fortis, 
Seotorum  callus  tibi  pandit  vulnera  mortis. 
Audax  Edmunde  Mauley  probitate  virilis, 
Tc  gens  hoftilis  fuperat  fcritatis  abunde. 

Bclliger 
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Belligcr  infignis,  Tibctoyt,  quafi  fcrvidus  ignis 
Eafibus  et  llgnis  cadis,  inflat  mors  tua  iignis. 
Nobilb  Argenten,  pugil  inclite,  dulcis  iBgidi, 
Vix  fcieram  mentem,  cum  tc  fuccumbere  vidi. 

Quid  firuar  ambage  ?  de  tanta  quid  cano  ftrage  ? 
Vix  potent  tragoedia  panda*e  fcbifmata  plague. 
Nomina  beUantum  mea  mens  nefcit  numerare, 
Quot,  quse,  vel  quantum  mors  novit  ibi  Yiolare* 
Multi  ma£bmtur,  multi  jaculis  terebrantur, 
Multi  merguntur,  multi  vivi  capiuntur. 
Boves  ftringuntur,  ct  munera  multa  petuntur^ 
Jam  funt  ditati  per  eos  et  magnificati>  ^ 

K)m  prim6  ffrati  fuerant  velat  apporiati^ 
Per  gyrum  finis  loca  funt  vallata  rapinis ; 
Verba  repleta  minis  replicantur  et  au£ta  minis. 
Nefcio  quid  dicam,  quam  non  fevi  meto  fpicam* 
Linquo  doli  .tricam,  pacem  colo  juris  amicam. 
Qui  curat  plura,  fcribendi  fit  fibi  cura : 
Eft  mea  mens  dura,  rudis  eft  vox,  ima  litura. 

Sum  Carmelita,  Baston  cognomine  diAus, 
Qui  doleo  vita,  in  tali  ftrage  relidus. 
Si  quid  deliqui,  fi  quae  rccitanda  reliqui, 
Hsec  addant  hi  qui  non  fimt  fermonis  iniqui. 


No. 
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No.   IV. 


X  H  E  following  is  the  prodtiAion  of  another  Rhymer, 
celebrating  the  fame  battle  of  Bannockbura. 

De  QUOD4.M  METRO  BELLI  D5  BaNNOK. 

M.  Semel  et  C.  ter,  fimul  X.  I.  jungtto  quater, 
Nato  Baptifta,  nova  gratia  contigit  ifla, 
Quod  rex  Scotorum^  peditum  cum  parte  fuorumy 
Anglos  proftravit,  equitcs  cum  rege  iugavit. 
Rivulus  eft  fuper  hoc  tcftis  cognomine  Bannok. 
In  quo  fubraerfa  jacuerunt  corpora  verfa  : 
Quo  rex  Anglorumi  numcro  fidendo  fuorum^ 
Arm^tis  populis  equitum  ter  millibus  cexitis, 
£t  peditum  turmb  circundatus  numerofis, 
Scotos  aggreditur,  et  eos  delere  molitur, 
Recurfum  facere  caftro  cupiens  Strivelime. 

Te,  Strivelina,  commezulant  praelia  bina :'  , 

Gens  vi  dlvina  cadU  Aoglica,  tefte  ruina. 
Turba  ruit  procertun,  cadit  hlc  utroque  dierum 
Ad  magnum  numerum.     Fit  iSi  difperfio  rerum. 

Gens 
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Gens  cadit  Anglorum,  fu^it  et  rex  triffis  eonim, 
Stat  rex  Scotorum,  fcrvens  in  amore  fuoruna  : 
Hie  relevat  jura,  quae  jam  fuerant  peritura  j 
Pcrvigili  cura  tollit  rex  noxia  plura. 

Annlius  totos,  quos  Anglia  pluribus  annis 
Concipit  in  Scotos,  lux  obruit  una  Johanms, 
Nam  rex  Anglorum,  molitus  nomsn  eorum 
Funditus  auferre,  luit  in  fe  pnella  guerrae. 
Arma  movet,  concepta  fovet,  perit  in  pariendo  j 
Aggreditur  dum  non  fugitur,  fugit  ipfc  latendo. 

Dcdecus  affequitur,  aggreflbr  quando  fugatur, 
Cui  bene  confulitur,  quod  vcl  fie  fe  tueatur. 
Cum  paucis  fugit  in  campo  rex,  enfe  relicto  ; 
Nee  populo  pafet  ulla  fugse  via,  principe  vifto. 
Turba  fuperba  ducum,  morbunl  perpelTa  caducum^i 
Si  tamen  cvadit,  eques  ante,  pedes  mod6  vadit. 

Afpiceres  illic  proceres  aliofque  potentes 
Difperfos,  illos  merfos,  hos  enfe  ruentes. 
Si  forfan  vivi  fugiunt  alii  fugitivi, 
Rupibus  et  rimis  latitant,  aut  vallibus  imis, 
Dura  captivantur.     Profternitur  atque  fugatur. 
Forth  fepelit  multos  armis  et  equis  bene  cult0S| 
Quos  probat  indujtos  alicnis  ultio  ftuitos. 
Quos  tibi  ferviles  reputabas,  Anglice  miles, 
His  dum  tu  viles,  opus  eft  fatearis  heriles. 

Sic  levat  elifos  Dominus  dans  robora  parvis 
in  fe  confifos,  altos  profternit  in  arvis. 
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Anglia  qnx  plenis  promcbas  cantica  vcnis 
Sume  fub  his  pcrnis,  Jeremhe  confona  trcnis. 
Omnibus  exofa,  dum  viribus  imperiofa. 
Omnibus  efle  fitis,  luis  hic  incomaioda  litis. 
Expertos  Scotos  mctuens,  tibi  jam  bene  notos,  ^ 
A  modo  ne  temere  contcmnas,  difce  cavere. 

Excutit  e  pannis  Anglos  lux  alma  Johannis 
San£li  Baptiftae,  pro  quo  tibi  gloria  Chriftc. 
Bannok  habet  Iimus  quorum  ncc  nomina  fcimus : 
/  Quando  domi  defunt,  perpendit  gens  fua  quae  lunt. 

Palma  triumphalisj  inimiciS  exitialis, 
Scotis  dum  ccfflt,  his  laus  faluberrima  crcfcit. 
Anglica  militia  bis  viAa,  ftigata,  perempta^ 
'    Per  loca  Forthina  fugicntum  fafta  ruina. 
DivitioB  captse,  currus,  res  undique  raptx, 
Materiam  flendi  dat  Anglis  atque  gemendi.       i 

Sic  gens  Scotorum  laudat  Dominum  dominoruro. 
Inter  faxofum  fontem  caftrumque  nodoium^ 
Corruit  Anglorum  gens  perfida,  fraude  fuorum* 
O  Deus  immenfc  !  quam  jufto  percutis  enfe> 
Colla  fuperborum  calcans !  et  T6ta  tuorum 
Supplens  fupplicium  precibus  placatus  eorum  ! 

Scotorum  coetus  vigeat,  Tirtute  rcpletus  : 
Et  rex  fit  Ixtus,  vertens  in  gaudia  fletus, 
Anglis  proAratis,  fubmeriis  atque  fugatb^ 
Jilt  captivatis.    Sit  laus  regi  pietatis. 


N» 
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No.  V. 


X  HE  following  curious  iketch  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
Ireland,  in  the  date  in  which  it  was  when  invaded  by  the 
Scots,  is  the  compoiition  of  a  Monkiih  writer,  Johannes 
£)E  HiBBRNiA  'f  and  is  too  interefting  and  too  rare,  not  tb 
defcrve  infertion  here,  for  the  illul^ration  of  the  Scottish 
Hiftory  fo  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the  Irlfh. 

Johannes  de  Hibernia.  Gleba  prxpingui,  uberique 
frugum  proventu,  felix  terra  eft  et  foecunda  Hibernia* 
Frugibus  arva,  pecore  montcs,  nemcrofa  feris  abundant ; 
pafcuis  taipen  quam  frugibus,  gramine  quam  grano  foecun- 
dior  eft  iniula.  Multam  fruges  in  herba,  pluriman  in  cul- 
mis,  minorem  in  granis  fpen^'promittunt :  tritici  namque 
grana  contrafba  funt  huic  et  minuta,  et  vix  alicujus  vane; 
beneficio  purganda.  Abunde  fatis  et  campi  veftiuntur, 
farciuntur  et  horrea;  fola  vero  granaria  deftituuntur. 
Quod  vci:  gignit  et  parturit,  aeftas  nutrit  et  provehit,  vix 
in  meiTe  pluvialis  aquoiitas  colllgi  permittit :  .£olicis  nam- 
que flatibus  et  pluvialibus  innundationibus,  pr?e  aliis  terris, 
hsec  exuberat.  Collateralis  vero  Zephyro  ab  auftrali  parte 
freqaentior  et  procellofior  aliis  Corus  luc  regnat.     Lacus 

quoquc 
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quoque  plurimos  ct  pulcherrimos,  pifcofos  ct  gmndcs,  prx 
aliis  tcrris,  quas  viiimus,  qaail  fpeciale  quid,  hxc  terra 
fert :  qua  et  mcdiarancs  aliquantulum  dcvatos  ct  valde 
amoenos  inter  fe  continet ;  ubi  iecuritatis  loca  ct  refugii^ 
propri'ique  domicilia,  et,  prseterquam  navigio,  inacccffibi- 
lia^  doiriinatores  terrse  metare  folcnt.  Marinis  piTcibus  per 
omnia  latera  fjtis  abundant  maritima :  flumina  vero  lacuf" 
que  fuis  ftbique  innatis  foecunda  funt  pifcibus  ;  et  pneci- 
pue  generibus  tribus,  falmonibus  viz.  et  trutis,  anguiliifque 
lutofis.  Murxnis  etiam  oculoiis  ad  divitmn  catinos  abun- 
dat ;  fed  defunt  els  iili  aUarum  reglonum  ct  dakis  aqnx 
generofi  pifces,  lucii  viz.  et  perticse,  rochis,  gradiones  et 
gubiones  :  defunt  et  minutae  lochix,  capitones  et  verones, 
ct  fere  omnes  qui  non  ex  marinis  flufUbus  femitlvam  orl- 
ginem  trahunt.  Accipitres  itaque  falcones  et  nifos,  qui- 
bus,  ad  nobilium  delicias^  animofa  pediDra  roftraque  recur- 
va  ct  acuta,  pedes  unguibus  arm^tos  aptofquc  prxds,  na- 
tura  dedit,  prae  aliis  regionibus  hacc  copiose  producit.  A* 
quilarum  quoque  non  minorem  ibi  coptam^  quam  alibi 
milvorum,  videas.  In  tanta  vero  numerofitate  grucs  ib 
ingruunt,  ut  in  uno  grege  centum,  et  drciter  hunc  nume- 
rum,  frequenter  invenias.  Sunt  et  aves  ibi  miiltx  qux 
bcrnaces  vocantur,  quas  mirum  in  modum,  contra  quafi 
naturam,  natura  producit  •,  aucis  quidem  paluftribus  fimi- 
les,  fed  minorcs.  Ex  lignls  namque  adjeAivis  per  xquora 
dcvolutis,  primo  quafi  gummi  nafcuntur  ;  dehinc  tanquam 
.  ab  alga  iigno  cohxrentc,  conchilibus  teftis  ad  liberiorem 
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formationeoi  incluite,  per  roftra  depeiidentj  et  fie  quoufque 
proceiTu  temporis  firmaai  plumarum  veftituram  indutx, 
vel  in  aquis  decidunt,  vcl  in  .aeris  libertatem  volacu  fe 
trahsferunt,  ex  fucco  ligneo  mariaoque,  occulta  nimb  ad- 
mirandaque  r^tioae  feminii,  alimenta  fimulque  incrementa 
fufcipiunt.  Vidi  etiam  Ct  ego  confcriptor  huyis  libri,  qui 
me  prius  fcriptoreni  iDtitulavi,.  ad  difFerentiam  fcribssi  cum 
oculis  meis  femel  in  S.  Andrea  plus  quam  mille  minuta 
hujufmodi  avium  corpbra,  in  littoi'e  maris  ab  una  proteia 
et  grandi  alga  dependentiii,  teftis  inclufa  et  jam  formata. 
Confimile  vidl^  et  multi  mecum  femel  in  ^monia  infula^ 
non  tamen  tanto  numero  iicut  prius. 

Ferarum^ue,  quas  occidentales  pariunt  regiones,  cunc- « 
tas  fere  fpecies  continet  Hibernia.  Habet  enim  cet-vos  pros 
niBib  pinguedine  minus  fugere  praevalcntes :  quantoque 
minores  quantitate,  tanto  pracellentius  effcnintur  capitis 
et  cornuum  dignitate.  Sunt  et  lepores  multi,  fed  minuti, 
cuniculis  quidcm  tarn  fui  modicitate,  quam  delicata  pilofi- 
tatc,  cbnfimilcs.  Ut  autem  brcviter  compleftar,  omnium  ' 
animaiium,  ferarum,  et  avium  corpora  hk,  quam  alibi,  fuo 
in  gencrc  minora  reperics,  foils  heminibus  fuam  retinenti- 
bus  majeftatem.  Inter  omnia  vermium  genera  foils  non 
nodvis  Hibernia  gaudet.  Vencnofis  omnibus  caret  ferpen- 
tibus  et  colubris ;  caret  bufontbus  et  ranis ;  caret  tortuis  et 
fcorpicnibus  ;  caret  afpidibus  et  draconibus  :  habet  tamen 
araneas  et  fanguiftigas ;  habet  lacertas,  kd  has  prorfus  in- 
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nocuas.  Quidam  vcro,  favorabili  fatis  figmento,  conjeftu-r 
rant  Sanclos  Patricium,  Columbam  ct  Brigidam  pcftiferis 
cunftis  infulam  purgaffe.  Nee  mihi  mirandutn  vidctur, 
quod  vermium  iftonim,  iicut  et  pifcium,  avium  et  ferarum 
quarundam,  naturalem  defeflum  patitur  :  Scd  hoc  ftupore 
dignum  occurrit,  quod  in  Hiberniam  vcnenofum  aliunde 
adve61um  nunquam  ibi  vivum  contincri  vcl  potuit  vcl  po- 
tcft.  Legitur  namque  in  antiquis  terrae  iftiiis  Sanftorum 
fcrtptis,  quod  aliquoties  experiendi  gr^ia  ferpentcs  in  oUis 
:i^n€is  delati  funt ;  fed,  quam  cito  medium  maris  Hibcmici 
tranfmcaverant,  exanimes  et  mortui  repcrti  funt.  Toxi- 
cum  quoque  fimilitcr,  fi  allatum  fuerit,  mediis  in  fin£libu5 
innata  malitia  benignior  aura  privavit.  Scrutatores  tamen 
cceani  mercatorcs  aflcrentes  audivimus,  quod  cum  naves  in 
portu  Hibemico  aliquamdiu  exoneraverint,  bufones,  cafu 
iUatos,  in  fundo  navium  invenerunt ;  quos  dum  Tivos  in 
tcrram  projeciflcnt,  flatim  verfo  ventre,  vidc*ntiDus  et  ad- 
mirantibus  muitii,  mcdii  crepuerunt  et  interienint. 

Constat  igitur,  quod  five  ex  acris  nova  quidem  et  in- 
^  audita,  benigniffima  tamen,  dementia,  five  ex  tcrrsc  ipfias 
vi  quadam  occulta  et  venenis  inimica,  nee  animal  vcneno- 
fum hie  fiibfiftere  poteft ;  et-veoenum  quodlibet,  aliunde 
adve^lum,  pmnem  malignitatis  efiieaciam  prorfus  amittit. 
In  tantum  fiquidcm  terra  hsec  inimica  vcneno  eft,  ut  fi 
aliarum  regionum  feu  viridaria,  feu  qualibet  ftlia  loca .  pul- 
Tcrc  ipfius  afpcrgantur,  venenofos  abihde  vermes  procul 

exterminant. 
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txtehninant*  Corrigiae  five  coria  animalium  hujus  patrix 
Confimiliter  vcnenofls  obftant.  Teira  terrarum  omriium 
temperatiflima.  Non  caticri  calor  exasftuans  compellit  ad 
umbras:  non  ad  focos  capricorni  rigor  urgenter  invltat. 
Nivcs  hie  raro,  et  tunc  modico  tempore  durarc  vidcbis, 
Ex  omni  tamen  vcnto,  non  minus  Subfolano  Favonioquc 
et  Zephyro,  qudm  Citcio  et  Borcfali^  ex  omni  quidcm  mo*- 
dice,  ex  nuUo  immoderate,  brumefcit.  Sicut  aeftivo,  fie  et 
hjemali  tempore  herbofa  viref<!Unt  pafcua ;  unde  nee  ad  ' 
pabula  foena  fecari,  nee  armentis  unquani  (labula  parari  fo^ 
|ent.  Veris  amoenitate  temperieque  tempora  fere  cunfta 
tepefcunt.  Acris  quoque' dementia  tanta  eft,  ut  nee  ncr  / 
bula  inficiens,  nee  fpiritus  hie  peftilens,  nee  aura  eorrum* 
pens.  Medicoriim  opera  parum  indigct  infiila  :  morbidos 
enim  homines,  protter  moribundos,  paueos  invenies.  In- 
ter  fanitatem  continuam  mortcmque  fiipremam  nihil  fere 
medium.  Nemo  unquam  indigenarum  hie  natus  terram, 
aeremque  falubrcm  non  egreflus,  ulla  triujn  generum  fpe- 
cic  febricitavit :  fola  vexantur  aeuta,  eaque  perraro. .  Hk 
quidem  tenor  rebus'naturaliter  inerat :  fed,  mundo  fenef- 
cente^  et  tanquam  in  decrqpitae  setatis  fenium  jam  vergen- 
te,  et  ad  finem  tendente,  cunftarum  fere  natui^a  rcnim*  - 
corrupta  et  in  detcrius  eft  mutata. 

Tanta  fiquidem  pluviarum  hk  jam  inundat  uberta*?, 
tanta  nebularum  et  imbrium  incumbit  imparitas,  ut  \iX 
tres  dies,  vel  xfitvos,  contiiiuri  f:renitate  ciarefcere  vidcas. 

Nulla 
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Nulla  tamcn  aeris  turbulentia,  nulla  temporis  intemperiei 
vcl  fanos  et  hilarcs  hie  contriAat,  vel  etiam  delicati  capitis 
cerebrum  turbat.  Terrx  motus  hie  nunquam,  vix  iemel 
in  anno  tonitruum  audics.  Non  hie  tonitrua  terrcnt^  non 
fulmina  feriunt,  non  catara^lx  obruunt,  non  terrae  motns 
abforbet :  non  leo  rapit,  non  pardus  lacerat,  non  urfa  de- 
vorat,  non  t^gris  abfumit ;  nee  cibariorum  xenia^  etiam  ab 
hoftibus  confeAa,  uUa  veneni  fufpicio  reddit  infefla.  Nan 
novercae  priv^usj  non  matronae,  quantumlibpt  offenik  ma- 
ritus  toxicata  pocula  reformidat. 

Est  lacus  in  Momonia  boreali  duas  continens  infidas, 
tmam  majorem  et  alteram  piinorem.  Major  eccledam  ba- 
btt  antiquse  religion  is,  minor  Tero  capellam,  cui  pauci  coe- 
libes,  quos  cccUcolas  vcl  Keledeos  five  Colideos  vocant,  de- 
vote defer^iunt.  In  majorem  nunquam  femina,  vel  femi- 
nei  fexus  animal  aliquod  intrare  potuit,  quin  ftatim  morc- 
retnr.  In  minofe  vero  infula  nemo  unquam  mortuus  fait, 
vel  morte  naturali  mori  potuit ;  unde  et  viventium  infula 
vocatur.  Morbo  tamen  lethali^  graviffime  interdum  vexan- 
tur,  et  ufque  ad  extremam  exhalationem  miferabiliter  affi- 
ciuntur.  Cumque  nihil  amplius  fpei,  nihil  jam  vitae  vitalis 
fupcrcfle  prxfcntiunt,  cumque,  invalefccntc  invaletudine, 
tam  finaliter  afflidi  fuerint,  ut  morte  mori  malint,  quam 
vitam  deducere  mortip,  in  majorem  demum  infulam  fe  na- 
vicula  deferri  faciunt,  qui  ftatim  ut  terram  attingunt  fpiri- 
tum  reddunt. 

Est 
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Est  fons  in  Momonia,  citjus  aquls  fi  quis  abluitur,  fta- 
•tim  canus  e:ficitur.  Vidi  hominem  cujus  pars  barbae  lytn- 
phis  ejus  lota  canis  incanduerat,  altera  parte  in  fui  natura 
fiifca  nunenle.  £il  e  contra  fons  in  Lagcnia*  quo  G.  quIs 
abluiturj  nan  canefcet  amplius.  Surjt  hac  Johatwis  de  Hi- 
bert^ia.  Sunt  et  alia  quam  admiranda  Hibernix  mirabilia, 
4e  quibus  ift^  fufficiant.     Nunc  ad  annaiia  revertamus. 


No.  VI. 


JlN  my  enquiries  concerning  the  Wiighfs  and  Meafuru  of 
the  Scots  in  the  period  of  their  HlAory  comprehended  in 
this  Volume  -,  I  took  occafion  to  look  into,  the  Old  Laws  of 
France,  in  hopes  of  finding  there  fomcthing  which  might 
fervc  to,illuftrate  the  fubjcft  of  my  enquiries.  The  fol- 
lowing extrad  from  a  very  rare  coUeflion  of  thofe  laws  % 
notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of  the  dates  of  the  ftatutcs  it 
contains  ;  reflefts  confiderable  light  on  the  Old  Weights 
and  Mqafures  of  Europe,  and  ferves  to  juftify  the  princi- 
ples ftated  in  the  Text  of  this  Hiftory, 

TITRE 
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De  la  reduflioii  des  poids  &  mefures  a  vne  fa^on 
&  grandeur  par  tout  le  royaiime  de  France. 

^ue  touUs  les  aunes  feront  egakt  par  k  Royaume  de  France ^  y  qu^ii 
n*y  aura  que  ime  feule  forme  d^aumr^ 

'    FRANCOIS   L        En  ran  1540. 

JP  RANCOIS  par  la  grace  de  Dieu  ftoy  de  France,  a  tous 
prefens  &  a  venir,  Salut.  Cooime  il  foit  venu  a  nofire 
notice  et  cognoilTance,  que  pour  la  diueriite-  des  aunes,  au- 
nagcs  &  forme  d'auner,  &  des  noms  des  mefures  feruans  a 
cefte  fin/  tant  a  nos  bonnes  villes,  &  citez,  qu'autres  lieux 
de  noftre  royaurae,  pays,  terres,  &  feigiieuries,  par  ci  deu- 
ant  plufieurs,  fautes,  fraudes,  St  abus  fc  font  cnfiiyuis  efdits 
aunages,  tant  en  draps  d'or,  d'argent,  de  foye,  draps  de 
laine,  toilles  que  caneuas  &  autres  marchandifes  qui  font 
fuietes  a  aunage,  auec  plufieurs  procez  &  diffcrens,  au  grand 
intercft  dc  nous  &*  de  nps  fuiets  &  chofe  publique,  &  pour- 
roit  pulluler  &  continuer  ci  apres  a  Taducnir,  fi  par  nous 
n'cftoit  fur  ce  pourueu. 

Sc AVOIR  faifons,  que  nous  defirans  toutes  fraudes,  fautes,- 
abus  &  maluerfations  cefler  &  eftre  corrigces  dc  noftre 

temps^ 
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temps,  &  cntre  nos  fuiets  eftre  gardec  equite,  foy  &  loy» 
aute,  obuier  &  extirper  tous  procez  &  differcns,  qui  auien- 
nent  &  font  auenus  par  ci  d*;uat,  au  moyen  des  fraudes, 
abus  &  larrecius  faits  far  le  fait  &  forme  ddclites  aunes  & 
aunagcs  :  auos  dit,  declare,  ftatue  &  ordonne,  &  par  ces 
prcfentes,  par  Vaduis  &  deliberation  dc  noftrc  confeil,  di, 
fons  declarons  &  ordomions,  voulons  &  nous  plaift  de  nof- 
trc certaine  fciencc,  pleine  puilTance  &  authorite  Royal 
qu'vne  feule  forme  d'auner  foit  eftablie  &  ordonnee  en  nof- 
tre  royaume,  pays  8c  icigneuries,  qui  aura  de  longueur 
trois  pieds,  fept  pouces  &c  huit  lignes,  le  tout  a  toife. 

Et  fera  la  forme  d'auner  fuft  i  fuft,  fans  donner  aucun 
poulce  &  euent,  ne  quelconque  aua  tie  auantage  outre,  ne 
plus  anant  que  la  delTufdite  longueur  &  iufte  mefure  d'icelle 
aune,  qui  fera  nommee  I'aune  du  Roy,  dant  fera  prcmiere- 
meiK  par  le  preuoft  de  Paris,  ou  fes  lieutcnans  ciuil  &  cri- 
minel,  prefens  nos  aduocat  gc  procureur  audit  lieu,  &  au- 
trcs,  qui.  pour  ce  feront  a  appeler  fait  gc  adiufte  vn  eflallon 
de  fcr,  ou  cuyure  de  ladite  longueur  &  forme  d'aune,  pour 
eftre  mife  en  garde  en  vn  cofire  ou  lieu  public,  fous  la 
garde  de  ladite  preuofte.  Et  femblables  fcrot  faites,  mifes 
&  tenues  en  nos  bonnes  villes  &  citez  d' Amiens,  Tholofe, 
Bourdeaux,  Orleas,  Lyon,  Bourges,  Poiftiers,  Angers, 
Tours,  Rouen,  Dijon,  Troyes,  Meaux  &  Carcaflbnnc, 
qu'au  tres  villes,  lieux  &  places,  tant  a  nous  appartenans 
nuement,  qu'aux  prfnces  &  feigneurs  de  noftre  fang,  pre- 

lats. 
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lats,  comtcs,  barons,  chaftelains,  qu'atitres  quclconqae  ayans 
droi£t  d'aunage,  qui  feront  tenus  icdles  prendre  fur  lefdits 
cftallons,  en  celle  defdites  villes  bu  citcz,  que  bon  leur 
femblera  :  pour  aufdites  aunes  &  non  aotremet  eftre  me- 
furcz,  tant  en  vente,  en  gros,  que  detail,  qu'en  premiere, 
feconde,  &  toutes  autres  ventes  &  reuentes,  tous  draps  d'or 
d'argent,  dcifoyc,  draps  dc  laine,  toiiles:  &  caneuas,  de  qucl- 
que  eftat  &  qualite  que  foyeiit  lefdites  iiiarchandifes. 

Lesquelles  aunes  feront  marquees  a  nos  armes  &  a. 
cTiacun  des  bouts  &:  coings  de  nof<Ktes  villes,  citez,  Iieux 
&  places  a  nous  nuement  appartenans,  -  8c  es  autres  des  ar- 
moiries  defdits  prii;jces,  prelats,  dues,  comtes,  baros,  chafte- 
lains, &  autres  ayas  droiA  d'auxiage,  fans  ce  qii'il  en  pui£c 
cftrc  aucunemet  vft,  deux  mois  apres  la  publication  dc  ccs 
prefentes :  fur  peine,  c*cft  a  fcauoir  aufdits  dues,  prelats, 
comtes,  barons,  villes,  citez  &  autres  ayas  droi<Sl  d'atinage, 
de  priuation,  tat  dudit  droift  que  de  Icurs  iurifdiAioos' :  & 
a  tous  courricrs  &  auneurs,  de  priuation  dc  leurs  eftats  & 
'  offices,  de  punition  corporelle  &  amende  arbitrairc,  &  aux 
marchans  vcndans  Sa  achetans,  de  confifcation  des  dcnrees 
&  marchandifes,  qui  feroyent  par  eux  achctecs  &  vendues, 
autrement  qu'u  ladite  atme  &  forme  d'auner,  en  dbolifiant 
tous  autres  noms  &  denominations  &  toutes  autres  *quanti- 
tcz  &  mefures,  pour  le  fait  dudit  aun»ge,  que  cdle  dont 
defius  eft  faite  mention,  fous  les  pdnes  deuant  dites. 


Si 
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Sf  donnons  en*  mandement  au  preuoft  de  Paris,  8cc- 
IDonne  a  Efureux  atx  mois  d'Aiiril  Pan  dc  grace,  millc  cinq 
cens  quarante :  &  de  nbflrc  r^gnc  Ic  vingtfixiemc.  Ain(i 
iigne  fur  Ic  repli,  Par  le  Roy  en  fon  confcil.  Et  an  de(^ 
fous.  BocHETEL.  Vifa.  Et  fcelle  du  grand  feci  dc  circ 
-verdc  en  laps  de  foj«c. 

Leu  &  plublie  en  iugemet  en  Tauditoire  ciuil  dti  chafte- 
Ict  de  Paris,  es  prefences  des  gens  du  Roy,  &  dcs  confeil- 
lers,  d'iceluy  feigneur,  aduocas  prccureurs  &  pradliciens 
aflii^ans  audit  chaftelet :  &  ordonne  ces  prcfcntes  cftre  cn- 
regiftrees,  le  ieudi  trcziemc  lour  de  May,  Tan  mille  cinq 
cens  quarante* 


Declaration  CSJ"  modification  fur  V edl^  precedent ^  declarant  qui 
xes  drappiers  purffetit  mefurer  fekn  V ancienne  forme  i5f-  couf-* 
tumey  nonfujl  ^fujl  comme  les  autre s  mar  chaw. 

FRANCOIS    I        En  Fan  IS ^2. 

Jc  RANCOIS  par  la  grace  dc  Dleu  Roy  de  Frace,  a  tous 
ceux  qui  ces  prefentcs  lettres  vcrront,  Salat.  Comme  nos 
chers  &  bien  apiez  les  confcillers  &  efcheuins  de  noftrc 
bonne  ville  &  cite  dc  Lyon,  nous  ayent  par  ci  dcuant  pre- 
feute  requefte  contcnant  que  les  marchans-  tant  de  noftrc 
Vol.  IL  N  n  n  royaurae 
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royaume  que  autres  eftrangers  frequentans  nos  foires  dudit 
Lvon,  Sc  auffi  les  vendeurs,  acheteurs.  &  faifant  le  train  de 
drapperie  de  laines  Icurs  auroyent  remonilre  que  noftredit 
ediA  &  ordonnace  par  nous  faits  au  mois  d'Auril^  mille 
dnq  cens  quarante,  fur  la  forme  &  maniere  dUuner^  leur 
eftoit  &  eft  grandement  dommageable)  preiudkiable,  & 
infupportable  en  ce  feulement  qui'l  eft  ordonne  auner  fiift 
a  fuft  lefdits  draps  de  laine^  pour  lefs  caufes  &  raifons  qui 
s'enfuyuent :  Fremieremeut,  par  ce  que  lefdits  draps  de 
laine  font  d'autre  forme  &  nature  que  ne  font  les  draps 
d'or,  de  foye  &  de  toilles  fuietes  i  auner,  par  ce  que  lefdits 
draps  d'or,  de  foye  &  de  toilles  font  fermesj  &  nc  fe  pcu- 
uent  eftendrel  comme  font  les  draps  de  laine,  qui  font  mols 
&  obeiflans  tant  par  la  liziere,  que  par  le  dos,  de  forte 
qu'on  ne  led  fcauroit  iuftement  auner  fiift  a  fuft.     Car  en 
mefurant  lefdits  draps  de  laine  fuft  a  fiift,  ainii  qu'il  fe  fait 
defdits  draps  de  foye  &  toilles,  il  conuiendroit  que  vne 
perfonne  tienfift  Taune,  &  vne  autre  perfonne  le  drap  a 
deux  mains,  &  le  prefenter  fur  Taune  :  &  ce  faifant  on  ne 
fcauroit  ft  peu  tirer  le  drap  de  laine,  &  le  tenir  de  roideur 
le  log  de  Faune,  qu'il  ne  s'eftende  d'vn  poulce  ou  deux  par 
aune,  felon  Tobeifiance  du  drap  qui  feroit  tire  &  tenu  en 
•   roideur,  tellement  que  fur  vn  drap  de  quarante  ou  cin- 
quantc  aunes  s*y  trouueroit  deux  aunes  de  tare,  &  chacunc 
fois  qu'il  feroit  aufti  aune  fiift  a  fuft,  autant  de  fois  y  feroit 
trouue  diuerfite  &'  difference  d*aunage.     Car  impoffiblc 
feroit  tenir  le  drap  de  laine  toufiours  en  vne  r^on  &  roi- 
deur, 
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deur,  qu'il  ne  foit  plus  roide,  ou  plus  lafche  vne  fois  qu'- 
autre :  qui  caufcroit  plus  d'abus  a  ceux  qui  voudroycnt 
maluerfer,  au  gros  detrimei^t  de  noftre  pauure  peuple  ven- 
dant  &  achetant  lefdits  draps^  dont  aduiendroit  differet  par 
tout  noiVredit  royaumc,  &  vn  dommage  ineftimable. .  Car 
pour  auner  ainii  fuft  ^  fuft,  il  y  faudroit  communement 
cftre  quatrc  perfonncs  :  a  fcauoir  Tvn  qui  tienfift  Taunc  ca 
I'air,  I'autre  le  dj^ap^  vn  autre  qui  b^llaft  &  Tafchat  le  drap 
a  celuy  qui  le  prefenteroit  a  Taunej  8c  vn  autre  qui  receu- 
roit  le  drap  ^  caufc  de  la  pefanteur  :  qui  fcroyct  gros  frais, 
&  lefdits  quatre  pcrfonnes  ne  fcauroycnt  auner  fuft'  i  fiift 
en  fix  iours  autat  de  draps  que  feroit  &  fera  vne  perfonne 
aunat  tout  ieul  auec  le  poulce  en  la  maniere  accouftumee 
fans  defrober  lefdits  draps.  £t  la  grand  longueur  d'aunage 
cauferoit  que  bien  fouucnt  tous  les  draps  qui  fe  vendroyent 
fur  la  fin  defdites  foires  de  Lyon,  qui  eft  le  temps  que  fe 
hit  la  grand,  vente,  ne  fe  pourroit  fiaire  dedans  le  temps  dc 
la  franchife.  Et  pourtant  feroyent  les  marchans  contrains' 
payer  les  charges,  impofitions  &  iflues  comme  s'lls  n*eft- 
oyent  venus'  ^  la  foire,  qui  feroit  caufe  de  les  deftourner, 
&  de  ne  plus  y  venir,  &  par  confequent  I'anichillement 
d'icelles  foires.  Et  au  contraire,  en  faifant  I'aunage  d'iceux 
draps  de  laine  en  la  maniere  accouftumee,  a  fcauoir  coucher 
le  drap  fur  vne  table  par  vn  fcul  mefurcur  tenant  I'aunc 
d'vne  main  qu'il  couche  fur  ledit  drap,  lequel  il  tient  dc 
j'autre  main,  mettat  le  poulce  &  euent  au  bout  de  Taune. 
Ce  faifant  ne  pourroit  ni  ne  pcut  frauder  ne  tenir  le  drap 

en 
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en  autr-c  roideur  que  de  fa  nature,  &  en  mefureroit  iufte- 
ment  k  mefureur  plus  en  vn  iour  que  l^dits  quatrc  pcr- 
fonnes  ne  feroyent  fuft  a  fuft  en  fix  iours,  &  ne  feroit  kdit 
drap  recourne  ne  detourne,  mais  demeureroit  Taune  qu'il 
jious  auroit  &  a  plcu  ordonncr  en  fa  loog^ieur  &  eftar^- 
loint  ledit  poulce  &  euent  pour  aune  quant  aufdits  draps 
dc  laine  feulement.  Nous  humblement  rcquerans  lefdits 
fupplians  que  pour  obuier  aux  fautes  &  abus  qui  s*y  pour- 
royent  perpctrcr  &  cBmmettre,  &  entretenir  Ic  train  & 
manufactures  d'iceux  draps  de  laine,  qui  efl  le  plus  grad  & 
fruftueux  proffir  de  noftrcdit  royaui^ic,  &  qui  npurrift  la 
plufpart  de  noftre  peuple :  noftre  plaiilr  fuft  ordonncr 
.qu'en  entretenant  I'aune  dc  fa  longueur  par  nous  ordonnec 
par  tout  noAredit  royaume,  foit  peraiis  &  lolfible  faire  le 
mefurage  d'vn  poulce  &  euent  pour  chacune  aunc  en  la 
xnaniere  accouRumee,  quant  aufdics  draps  de  laine  feul&- 
^ent,  &  fur  ce  leur  impartir  nqftre  grace :  laquelle  requeftc 
par  eux  ainfi  a  nous  prefentee,  nous  aurions  enuoyee  a  no- 
ftre preuoft  de  Paris,  ou  fon  lieutenant,  pour  foy  iaforoier 
&  enquerir  de  la  verite  du  contenu  en  iceluy :  &  apres 
nous  renuoyer  ladite  information  qui  fcruh  ainfi  par  luy 
faite  auec  fon  aduis,  a  fin  de  pouruoir  aufdits  fupplians, 
ainfi  que  de  raifon  :  fuyuant  lequel  renuoy  noftre  amc  & 
feal  confeiller  maiftre  lean  laques  de  Mefmes,  lieutenant 
ciuil  de  ncftredite  preuoftc\  procedant  a  faire  ladite  infbr- 
xnation  &  inqueftion,  auroit  proceJe  a  foy  informer  Jc  en- 
querir fur  le  contenu  en  icdle  :  &  Tinformation  par  luy 

fur 
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fur  ce  faite  renuoyee  aucc  fon  aduis  par  deucrs  nous  & 
noftre  conlcil  priue  :  par  lequei  et  pour  les  caufes  plus  a 
plein  7  contenues  &  declarees,  luy  fembie  que  nous  deuons 
ordonner  que  Its  draps  de  iaine  foyent  aunez  d'orefenauant 
jelon  la  forixie  ancienne  &c  accouflumee  d'auner,  en  baillant 
poulcc!  &  euent  deuant,  &  non  poln£l  fud  a  fuft  fsins  poulce 
&  fans  euent,  ainfi  qu^il  eft  contenu  par  Tedift  ci  deuat  par 
nous  fait  d'auner  lefdits  draps  de  lalne  fuft  a  fuft,  &  que 
cela  fera  noftre  grand  profit  &l  defoftre  royauoae,  en  gar- 
dant  touterfois  rauae  &  mefure  par  nous  ordonnee,  qu^'j 
fuffira  d'auner  fiikft  ^  fuft  fans  euent  les  draps  de  foye  & 
autres  femblables. 

ScAVoiR  faifons,  que  nous  defirans  fur  toutes  chofes  le 
commerce  Sc  traSique  de  marchandife  de  <lrap  eftre  en« 
tretenu  en  noftredit  r^oyaume^  comxne  eftant  Tvn  des  prio- 
cipaux  profits  de  nos  fuiets  &  chofe  publique,  enfemble  la 
mahiere  &  fa^on  anciene  d'auner  lefdits  draps  gardct  &- 
obferuer,  &  obuier  aux  grans  pertes  &  dommages  qui 
pourroyent  aduenir  a  nofdits,  fuiets  &  chofe  publiquCi  s'ils 
eftoyent  contrains  d'auner  lefdits  draps  fiift  a  fuft  en  la 
maniere  &  forme  d'auner  nouueliement  trouuee  &  inuen- 
tee.  Pour  ces  caufes  &  autres  confiderations  a  ce  nous 
mouuansy  &  eu  fur  ce  femblablement  I'aduis  des  gens  de 
noftre  confeil  priue,  auons  de  nos  certaine  fcience,  plelne 
puifTance  &  authorite  Royal  par  ces  prefcntes  dit,  declare, 
Toulu  &  ordonne,  difons,  declaronS;i  voulons  &  nous  plaift 

par 
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par  edi£t,  ftatut  &  ordonnance  perpetuels  &  irreuocabies 
que  lefdits  draps  dc  Jainc  foycnt  d'orefenauant  &  par  ci 
apres  aunez  felon  k  forme  ancienne  d'auner,  en  baillant 
par  Ics  auneurs  d*iceux  poulce  &  eucnt,  &  non  fiift  a  fiift 
Jans  ponlce  &  euent,  ainfi  qu*il  eft  contcnu  par  iceluy 
cdiA.  £t  en  gardant  toutesfbis  i'aune  £c  mefure  par  nouc 
ordonnee. 

Si  donnona  en  raandemeot  par  ces  dites  prefentes^  gcc. 
Ikmne  a  Paris,  le  vingtieine  iour  de  luillety  I'an  de  grace 
mille  cinq  cens  quarantetrois  :  &  de  nofire  regne  le  vingt^ 
neufieme.  Ainfi  iigne  fur  le  repli.  Par  le  Roy  en  foa 
confeil.    Robertet. 

Regi STRATA  au£io  procurators  generali  Rrgis  hoc  amfin^ 
tiente  Panfiis  in  ParUmento^  vltima  die  lulijy  anno  Domni  nuUe>' 
fimo  qmngentejtmo  quadrageJimoHrtio.     Signe^     Be&rtter. 

Regj STRATA  atidito  procuratore  gencrali  Regis,  Rfithomagi, 
in  Parlamento  die  prima  j§prilis,  anno  Domini  milleflmo  quin* 
fcnte/imo  quadragefimotertio.    Signe^     SvKEAV* 
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Littres  de  commjfton  pour  la  reduQlm  des  poids  £5*  mejures  h. 
vnefirme^  qmferont  appeiez  poids  iff  mefure  de  Roy* 

HENRI   IL         En  Fan  1557. 

AxENRI  par  la  grace  de  Dieu  Roy  de  France,  au  pre- 
mier de  nos  amez  &  feaux  prefidens,  maiftres  des  requeftes 
ordinaires  de  noftre  hoftel,  confeillers  de  noftre  cour  de 
Parlement)  &  maillres  ordinaires  de  noftre  chambre  des 
comtes  fur  ce  requis,  Salut.  Cooime  en  toutes  ]es  ducfaez^ 
marquifats,  comtez,  vicomtez,  baronaie^,  chailelmies,  villes| 
terrcs,  iurifdi£lions  de  noftre  roj^nmt  &t  p^ys  de  nofire 
obeifiance  y  ait  poids  &  mefures.  la  plufpart  diiF.Tentes  dc 
noni)  appellation  &  grandeur,  &  foit  ainfi  qui  bien  fauuent 
les  habitans  de  Tviie  defdites  villcs  ou  lieux  ne  fcauent  ni 
entendenc  les  noms^  appellations,  poiJs  &  grandeur  des 
autres :  dont  prouient  que  ceux  qui  n*ont  cofjnoiflancc 
defdits  poids  &  mefureSi  cuidans  prendre  ou  acheter  les 
denrees  &  marchandifes  aux  poids,  prix  &  mefures^  plus 
petis  que  ceux  qu'ils  cuident  6^  eftioient  acheter  :  auiii  les 
r^uceueurs  £c  officiers, .  tant  de  noftre  domaine  que  dettlits 
ducsy  marquis,  comtes,  vicomtes^  barons^  chaftelains,  feig- 
neurs  &  autres^  en  receuant  les  blez,  cens,  &  rentes,  les 
font  aucunesfois  payer  a  vne  mefure  pour  Tautre,  &  bien 
fouuent  plus  grande  que  celle  que  les  fuiets  la  doyuent 
baillerj  Sc  apres  en  vendant  lefdits  blez,  &  grains,  ou  en 

rendant 
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rgidant  coxnte  a  leurs  maiftres,  les  rendent,  ou  vendent  & 
cotntent  a  plus  petite  mefure  Sc  pareillement  les  marchans 
&  autres  vendans,  &  debitans  marchandiiesi  &  denrees  a 
mefure  8c  poids  ont  fouuent  deux  poids,  plus  petis  les  vns 
que  les  autres :  8c  en  lefs.  receuant  les  mefurent  a  grandcs 
mefureS)  ou  a  grand  poids :  &  quand  ils  les  vendent,  les 
mefnrent  8c  poifent  a  poids  plus  petit.  Et  fur  ce  ont  efie 
8c  font  encore  commis  plufieurs  autres  fraudes^  abas  8c 
maluerfations,  dont  s'en  font  enfuyuis  8c  enfuj^ent  plufi- 
eurs queflionsy  procez,  &  differens  entre  nos  fuiets,  qui  eft 
caufe  de  les  conftituer  en  grans  frais,  defpens,  trauall  8c 
vexations,  comme  il  feroit  encores  plus  a  Taduenir^  fi  fur 
les  troubles  8c  confiifions  n'y  eftoit  pourueu  de  quelque 
dair  8c  certain  remede,  qui  ne  peurroit  cftre  meilleur  q 
de  redulre  toiu  lefdits  poids  8c  mefures  a  vn,  8c  fdon 
iceux  poids  8c  mefures  ainii  redults,  faire  regir  8c  gouuer 
ner  tous  nos  fuiets*  £t  pour  ceft  efie^i  8c  faire  ladit«  re* 
du£tion  commettre  £c  dcputer  quelques  perfonnages  no* 
tables  a  nous  fcurs  8c  feables  :  nous  a  ced  caufes  vous  auons 
commis  &  depute,  8c  vn  chacun  de  vous,  8c  le  premier  fur 
ce  requis  comrodtons  8c  deputons,  pour  proceder  a  ladite 
reduction  defdits  poid>  &  mefures,  tant  noftres  que  defdits 
princes,  prelats,  dues,  marquis,  comtes,  vicomtes,  barons, 
chaftellalns,  5c  autres  ayans  droiA  de  poids  Sc  meftire^  foit 
de  blez  ou  autres  grains,  vin»  fel,  huile«  Sc  tous  autres  vi* 
ures,  marrhundifcs,  denroe*^  qui  ayent  accouflume  d*cftrc 
vendues,  troquees  ou  debitecs,  ou  bien  deues  de  rente  ou 
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treniiue  aufdits  poid$  &  mefures,  $c  en  ce  faifant  iceuz  poids 
&  mefures  raduire  (en  adiouftant  ou  diminuant)  a  vn  feul 
poids  &  mefure}  qui  fcront  dits,  nommez  &  appelez  par 
tout  noftredit  royaumc  &  pays  de  noftre  obeiflance,  le 
poids  &  mefure  de  Roy.  £t  pource  que  nodre  ville  de 
Paris  eft  la  principale  k  capitale  de  noftre  royaume^  en 
laquelle  eft  le  premier  k  Ic  principal  fi^'ge  de  nos  Parle- 
wcns  &  iuftices,  nous  voulons  la  reduction  dcfdites  me- 
fures, 5c  e&ecution  de  noftre  prefente  commiflion  eftre 
premierement  faxte  en  ladite  ville,  pour  ladite  reduflion 
faite,  &  a  Texemple  d'icelle  eftre  aprcs  garde,  obfcrue,  dc 
entretenu  en  toutes  les  autres  villcs  &  prouinces  de  noftre 
royanme.  £t  pour  ce  £ftire,  nous  voulons  &  ordonnos  que 
par  deuant  vous  lefdits  ieigneurs  quipretendent  droit  de 
poids,  5c  mefures  en  noftredite  ville,  fauxbourgs,  5c  ban- 
lieue  de  Paris,  foyent  tenus  de  bailler  les  noms '  5c  denomi-' 
nations  de  leurfdites  meftires  5c  poidsy-du  plus  grand  iuiques 
au  plus  petit,  pour  procedcr  a  ladite  reduction,  5c  icellc 
feite,  voftre  procez  verbal,  5c  ce  que  p.\r  vous  en  aura  eftc 
fait,  eftre  rapporte  par  deuat  nous :  pour  (le  tout  veu) 
eftre  par  nous  pourueu,  comme  nous  verrons  eftre  a  faire 
par  raifon.  De  ce  faire  vous  auons  donne  5c  donnons  plein 
pouuoir,  authorite,  commiffion,  5c  niandement  fpecial  par 
ces  prcfentes :  car  tel  eft  noftre  plaillr :  nonobftant  quel- 
conques  cdifts,  ordonnances,  reftriftionS,  mande^nens,  de- 
fenfes,  5c  lettres  a  ce  contraires.  Donne  a  Villiers-cofterets 
le  vingtieme  iour  de  May,  Tan  de  grace  miilc  cinq  ecus 
Vol.  II.  O  o  o  cinquantefept : 
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cinquantefept :  &  de  noftre  regoe  ronzieme.    Par  k  Ro]p 
eftant  en  fbn  confciL    Signe^    Dv  Thier. 


La  reduHion  des  mefures  de  cbarhon  tsf  aumnt  i  Fancumit 
mefun. 

CHARLES    nr.        EnFants^S' 

V^iHARXiES  par  la  grace  de  Dieu  Roy  de  France,  a  toua 
ceuz  qui  ces  prefentes  lettr^  verront,  Salut.*  Ayant  en- 
tendu  en  noftre  priue  confeil  les  remonftrances  £aiites  en 
icduy  par  noftre  ame  &  feal  confeiller  &  procureur  general 
en  noftre  cour  de  Parlement  a  Paris,  &  le  procureur  de 
Boftre  bonne  viUe  &  cite  dudit  Paris,  de  i'incommodtte* 
que  rapportoit  a  ladite  ville  5e  au  public  la  reduction  de  la 
petite  meiure  a  charbon  &  auoine  :  &  veu  en  noftredit 
confeil  Tinformation  faite  fur  la  commodite  ou  incommo- 
dite  de  la  reduction  de  ladite  mefure :  auons  par  I'aduis 
d'iceluy  dit,  declare  5c  ordonne,  difons,  declarons  8c  ordon* 
nons  ladite  mefure  de  charbon  8c  auoine  eftre  reduite,  Sc 
hquellc  nous  reduifons  par  ccs  prefentes,  a  I'ancien  fepticr, 
qui  eft  de  vingtvn  boifteau  :  a  laquelle  ancienne  mefure,  8c 
noil  autrement,  nous  voulons  la  vente  defdits  charbon  & 
auoine  eftre  d'orefenauant  &  cy  apres  faite.  Et  ce  nonob- 
ftam  YcdiCj:  &  ordonnance  fur  ce  faits  par  defunft  noftre 

trefhonorc 


APPENDIX.  473 

trcfhonore  feigncur  &  perc  (que  Dicu  abfolue)  que  nous 
auons  pour  ce  regardi  5c  fans  y  preiudicier  en  autres  chofes 
y  contenuesj  reuoquez  &  reuoquons  par  cefdites  prefentes. 

Si  donnons  en  mandement,  &c.  Donne  a  Fontaine- 
bleau  le  vingtvnicme  iour  dc  Fctirier,  Tan  de  grace  millc 
cinq  cens  foixantetrois :  8c  de  noftre  regne  le  quatriemei 
Par  le  Roy  en  fon  confeQ.    Boyrdin. 

LecTAj  publicata  if  regtflratay  audita^  amfentiente  Ist  re- 
quhrente  procuratore  generali  Regis,  Parifiis  in  ParlamentOyfep' 
iima  die  Martij,  anno  Domini  millejimo  quingentefimo  fexage* 
Jimotertio,     Sicjtgnatum,     Dv  Tillet. 


No.  VII. 

V 


X  HE  following  Bull  of  Pope  Innocent  IV.  was  indeed  liTu- 
cd  during  the  minodty  of  Alexander  III.  But>  as  it  throws 
much  light  on  the  relation  between  the  civil  and  eccledaC 
tical  powers  in  Scotland^  and  on  the  authority  which  the 
Pope  pretended  to  exercife  over  the  Scottifh  Church  and 
State  'y  it  is  inferted  here ;  having  been  omitted  at  the  clofe 
of  the  Firft  Volume, 

BULL 
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# 

BULL  OF  POPE  INNOCENT  IV. 

InNOCENTIUS  Epifcopus,  &c.  Vencrabilibus  fratrlbas 
Lyncoln,  Wygorn,  ct  Lycchefcldcn.  Epifcopis,  falutem  ct 
Apoftolicam  bencdiAlonem.  Clamant  in  auribus  nodris 
Scoticana  ccclcfia,  et  adverfus  eos,  qui  fidclem  Scotiae  vi- 
dentur  regcre  populum,  ct  hercdem  illius  Chriftianifilmi 
Regis,  adhuc  impuberem,  obtinere  fuae  poteftati  fubjcftuna, 
multipllcem  fe  habere  proponit  matcriam  queftlonis,  et  ca- 
ritativa  quidcm  in  illos  primum  querela  dirigitur^  pro  rcgc 
puero  et  pro  regno,  quod  videlicet  eidem  regi  pupillo  bene 
ncn  confultant,  dum  thronum  ejus  i^ovi  aulici  afcendentes, 
amctis  fanitatis  confiliis,  quibus  providus  eum  fuffulcerat 
vivens  adhuc  patrius  affedtus,  juftitia  et  judicio  non  con- 
formant, nee  in  Aia  regnum  ipfum  integritate  ^oniervant. 
Dum  iidem  novi  aulici  novis  confiliorum  machinis  ecdeii- 
afticam  impetunt  Hbertatem,  quam  pr<ftfto  qui  violant, 
principum  robur  quo  fides  viget  catholicfi,  et  regia  dirigitur 
celfitudo,  confringunt.  Inter  caetera  quae  in  derogationem 
•cclefiafticae  poteftatis  in  partibus  illis  mini(^ri  regni  et  lo- 
corum  domini  poft  obitum  clarae  memoriae  Regis  Scotto- 
rum,  quern  fides  et  libertas  ecclefiae  Chriftianiilimum  ha- 
buit  defenforem,  fub  rege'tcnerae  indolis  attemptare  dicun- 
tur,  nemini  videri  non  debet  abfonum  et  abfurdum,  et  di- 
Tini  et  htmiani  judtcii  anlmadverfione  pleAendum,  quod 
cum  ecclefiarum  prelati  cxcomniunicationis,  vel  interdicli, 
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feu  fufpcnfionis  fcntentias,  ob  contumaciam  feu  offenfam 
profcrunt  in  rubjeftis^  ad  eos,  ut  hujufmodi  fentcntias  revo- 
cent,  literatoria  fub  nomine  regis  jufl!a  manant^  qui  nifi 
praeccptioni  pareant,  ad  id  per  bonorum  fuorum  confifca- 
tionem  facrilegam  compclluntur,  ficut  aliquibus  ejufJem 
regni  epifcopis  dicitur  contigiiTe. 

Super  poiTeflionibus  quoque,  feu  rebus  quas  in  jus  di- 
vinum  pia  contulit  largitas  devotorum,  clerici  per  regia  tra- 
huntur  edi^a  contra  cleri  privileglum  ad  judicium  feculare, 
nee  adiuntur  jus  publicum  allegantes,  ficque  per  judicis  in* 
competentis  injuriam  nonuunquam  ecclefiae  fbis  poflelll- 
onibus  (poliantur,  £t  praeterea^  cum  aliquibus  poileffioni- 
\>us  ckficis  in  eleemofynam  a  laicis  perpetuam  donatis,  ni- 
hil iibi  praeter  exercitum  ad  defenflonem  regni  et  commU'^ 
ne  auxilium  retinent  donatores,  iidem  miniftri  et  alii  laici 
eorum  favore  fuflFulti,  per  adje^ionem  hujufmodi  praedic- 
tas  poffcijiones  laicantes  fore  cenfentes,  ea^  in  omnibus  pa- 
ri s  conditionis  efficiunt^  cum  poffeffionibus  laicorum,  et  in 
divini  juris  difpendium,  interpretatione  perversa  donato- 
rum  munificentiam  reftringentes,  laicae  fubjiciunt  fervitutL 
Non  attendentes  quoque  quod  laicis,  quantumlibet  religi- 
ofis  de  rebus  ecclefiafUcis  nulla  eft  poilibilitas  diftribuendi 
attributa  cccleliaftica  praedia,  invitis  et  contradicentibus 
dominis,  limitare  propria  temeritate,  et  de  ipforum  finibus 
]n  quorum  poiTeilione  pacifica  eccleiiae  futile  nofcantur  per 
teinpora  longioraj  fequentes  intcrdum  perjuria  laicorum. 
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qui  clericis  quidem  funt  infeftt,  [et]  profcrunt  pro  laicis 
contra  clericos  iniqua  judicia,  quae  tandem  per  fpoliationis 
violentiam  exfequuntur  i  porro  de  jure  patronatus,  quam 
fit  fpiritualibus  caufis  annexum  nemo  fere  non  novit ;  fed 
licet  per  hoc  quod  explorati  fit  juris^  illud  ad  judicium  ec- 
clefiaftici  examinis  pertinere  de  general!,  et  jure  confenta- 
nea  regni  praediAi  confiietudine,  fit  obtentum ;  id  tamen 
ibidem  novis  conviciis  ufurpatur  a  laicis,  et,  ut  fiiper  hoc 
cum  de  illo  agendum  fiierit  ad  forinfecum  recurratur  judi* 
cium,  jam  ex  parte  Regia  eft  publice  proclamatum.  fldei 
vero  ac  jurisjurandi  modum  quis  abnuat  inter  fpiritualia 
negotla,  nifi  qub  de  fide  non  fenferit  computandum,  et 
cum  came  fe  in  hac  parte  fpiritui  contumaciter  praeferen- 
te,  coeperunt  in  partibus  veftris  regia  fcripta  difcurrere,  per 
quae  in  regis  notam  et  regni  jaAuram  redundant,  ne  quis 
ad  obfenrationem  juramenti  vel  fidei  per  cenfiiram  ecdefi- 
afticam  cogatur,  inhibetur. 

Same,  licet  fit  dc  antiqua  ejufdem  regni  confiietudine 
]ntrodu£lum,  et  velut  humanae  difciplinae  confonum  paci- 
fice  ufque  ad  hoc  tempus  obferratum,  ut  praelati  quandem 
poenam  infligant  pecuniariam,  pro  deli£lis  quae  ad  cenfii- 
ram ecclefiafticam  noicuntur  pertinere,  cum  delinquentes 
perfpexerint  fpirituali  gladio,  quo  non  eft  poena  fererioTy 
feriendos.  Jam  regni  praedifti  magnates,  et  alii  temporali 
praediti  poteftate,  confiietudinem  immutare  volentes  lau- 
^;4>ilei7i,  fiibditis  fiiis  ne  hujufinodi  poenae  pareant  interdi^- 
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CHHt.  Ad  ea  infuper  quae  ab  humani  jure  dominii  dhrinae 
poteftatis  aufVoritas  abdicavit,  miniftronim  fui  cultus  ufibus 
profiitura^  praefumptuofa  nimis  atque  damnabilis  eorundem 
magnatum  prorogatur  audacio  de  foeno^  molepdinis,  pa(^ 
cuis  decimas  folvi  ecclefiafticas  interdicens.  Si  qui  vero 
fuper  iis  praeftandis  in  judicium  coram  ecclefiafticis  judici- 
bus  evocantur,  aflores  perfequi  jus  divinum,  aut  judices  fti- 
per  eo  juftitiam  exhibere  pofcentibus,  mifTa  fub  nomine  re- 
gis ediAa  prohibitoria  non  permittunt,  quin  potius  hoc  fub 
gravis  poenae  interminatione  propofita  iidem  judices  co- 
guntur  jam  rite  prolatas  nuper  fcntentias  rcvocare.  Clerici 
▼ero  uxorati  ejufdem  regni,  qui  clericalem  deferentes  ton- 
furam  clericali  gaudere  folent  privilegio,  et  cum  bonis  fuis 
fub  ecclefiafticae  prote£tionis  manere  praefidio  ab  antiquo^  . 
folitae  immunitatis  beneficiis  exuuntur^  et  fub  noVa  redi" 
guntur  onera  fcrvitutis.  Verum,  ne  panim  illis  eflet  per 
hoc  in  Scoticanam  eccleiiam  deliquiile,  peccatum  adjece- 
runt^  nonfatis  veniale  in  Romanam,  dum  plenltudinem 
poteftatis  qua  Deus  fedem  Apoftolicam  praedidit,  quantum 
in  ipfis  eft  vacuare  conantes,  clcricos  literarum  noftrarum 
irapetratorcs,  et  judices  delegates  a  nobis  ab  agendo  vel 
cognofcendoy  commifla  traftare  negotia  prolatis  regiis  pro- 
hibitionibus  et  interminationibus  non  permittunt^  in  ejul- 
dem  fedis  intolerabilem  injuriam  et  contemptum  5  verum 
quia  [I.  quamvis]  paftorum  intereft  praecipue  pro  falutc 
gregis,  et  pro  decore  libertatis  ecclefiafticae  fe  objicere  at- 
centendibus  ex  adverfo,  nbnnulli  de  clero  ut  concuflis  co- 
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lumnis  aedificium  corruat  adverfiis.  pontifices  fuos,  impias^ 
ut  dlcitur,  inter  ie  colligat  tones  et  confpirationes  innefhinri 
in  periculum  eccleCaftici  ftatus  ct  ordinis,  et  fuarum  j^erni- 
ciem  animanim.  Gravia  funt  haec,  ncc  poilunt  fine  culpa 
incorrefta  relinq'ii,  vel  dillimulntione  aliqua  praetcrri: 
Qnae  quidemi  ex  co  praecipue,  quod  in  quibufdam  religi- 
o/is  et  clericis  cooptTationis  habere  dicuntur  favorem,  a 
quibus  in  la  ices,  quos  falutaribus  remediis  a  tantorum  pefte 
morborum  curare  dcbuerant,  corruptela  prodicitur,  zelum 
excitant  falut'fcrac  ultionis,  ct  tcmpeftivum  fuadent  mcdl- 
cinae  antidotum  praeparari,  ne  in  regis  difpendiuniy  quern 
aetatis  infirmitas,  ut  dicitur,  ifla  non  capiens  excufare  quo- 
dammado  videtur  a  culpa,  et  in  aflores  ejus  rctorquere  de- 
lifhim,  nee  non  in  detrimentum  regni,  lapfum  fidei  ct  rui- 
nam  ca*tholicac  libertatis  praemlfla  malonim  Initia  per  mo- 
rofam  tolerantiam  in  illis  Chriftianae  •*•  ipfis  invalcfcant. 
Cum  enim  qui  talia  ncquiter  agunt  vel  agenda  fuadent, 
non  fit  inccrta  damnatlo,  ct  promptum  in  cos  apud  Deum 
durae  animadvcrfionis  judicium  non  dormitet,  paftoralis 
fclicitudinis  zclus  tunc  in  eis  miferetur  ct  commodat,  cum 
in  pleflcndis  culpis  eorum  feverius  excandefcit.  Quarc 
fraternitati  vcftrae  per  Apoftolica  fcripti  diftrlfte  praccipi- 
endo  mandamus,  quatenus  confiliarios,  officiales,  miniftros 
regis,  regnique  ejufdem  magnates,  ct  alios  tarn  religiofi^s  et 
clericos,  quam  laicos,  haec  et  iis  finiilia  praefiimentes, 
eorumque  fautores,  qui  negligcnter,  cum  poflent  pcrturba- 
re,  pcrvcrfos  fovere  videnlur,  ut  praefiimptiones  praediAas 
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in  ftatum  dcbitum  fincmorae  difpendio  fuadeant  revocarc, . 
ct  a  confimilibus  prorfus  abftincant  in  futurum ;  iion  impc- 
dientes  uUa  modo  per  fe,  vel  alios,  vel  impediri  quantum 
in  cis  fit  permittentes  ecdeiiarum  rcftores,  et  clerlcos,*  fu- 
pcr  praemiiiis,  et  aliis*  uti  pacifice  jurifdidlionibus,  liberta-. 
tibuSi  et  immunitatibus,  in  temporali^us  fuis  bonis,  juxta^  , 
conftitutioncs  canonicas  ct  civiles^  ac  confuetudines  appro- 
batas,  per  excommunicationem  ip  perfonas,  ct  intcrdichina 
in  titT\&^  fi  laicfr  fnerint,  quacunquc  ctiam  dignitatis,  vel 
poteftatis  eminent}^  praefulgentes.  Si  vero  clorici  cujuC- 
cunque  dignitatis,  gradus,  vel  ordinis,  per  privationem,  vel 
fuipeniionem  perpetuam  a  praelationibits>  dignitatibus,  et 
beneficiis  ecclefiafticis;  auAoritate  noilra,  fnblato  cujuflibet 
appellationis  pbftaculo,  de  piano,  ct  abfque  judicioram 
ftrcpitu,  quotiens  expedierit  vel  oportuerit,  et  fuper  hoc  rc- 
quiiiti  fueritis,  compellatis,  praelatos  nihilominus  et  cleri- 
cos  faepe  fati  regni  quos  laicorum  ad  opprimendam  total]- 
ter  ecdefiafticam  libertatem,  et  clernm  quemcunque  nunc^ 
Ycl  in  poflerum,  contra  foleipnitatem  judiciariam  conflite- 
rint  inten^orcs ;  lirfi  hoc  celeriter  emendare  curaveriht, 
moniti  competenter  cum  litferis  noftris  caufam  ipforum 
contingentibus  perfonaliter  infra  peremptorium  terminum 
e*.s  praefigendum  a  vobis  ad  fedem  apoftolicam,  ab  ofRciis 
benefidifque  fufpenfos,  venire  rogatis,  prout  egcrint  recep- 
turos.  Subditos  quoque  quos  contra  praelatos  confpira- 
tlonis  facinus  deprehenderiUs  admififfe  poena  canonica  pu- 
Voi..  11.  r  p  p  nientes. 
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nlentes,  non  obftante,  fi  aliquibus  eorum  foHItan  fub  quu 
cun que  forma  uberiorc  generaliter,  vcl  fpccialitcr,  a,fedc 
Apoflolica  fil  indultum,  quod  excommunicari  vcl  fufpendi 
non  poiTunt;  vel  ipforum  terrae  fubjici  ecdefiailico  inter- 
diAo^  feu  quavis  alia  didae  fedis  indulgentiai  per  quam 
commilla  vobis  jurifdif^ionis  executio  impediri  valeat  vel 
deferri,  et  de  qua  plcnaqi  et  cxpreflam  in  litcris  vcftris  fir 
eri  mentionetn  oporteat,"feu  conftitutipne  de  duabus  djetis 
edifta  in  concilio  general!)  five  quod  Scotis  dicimur  con- 
ceCiffe,  ut  extra  regqum  Scotiae  nequeant  per  literas  apof- 
tolicas  ad  judicium  evocari.  £t,  fi  non  omncs  ils  cxequenr 
dis  potueritls  interefife,  duo  ^veftrum  nihilominus  ea  ex(e- 
quentur.     Dat.  Jan.  pridie  Kal.  Junii.  pontificatus  uoftri 
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X  H  E  following  Cliarter  granted  by  Alexander  III. 
to  an '  anceftor  of  the  family  of  Erikine  of  Mar,  U- 
luftrates  the  condition  of  the  Servi  afcripti  gleU,  at  that 
period.  *^   , 

Alexander,  Dei  gratia,  Rex  Scotorum,.  omnibus  pro- 
bjs  hominibus  totius  terre  fue— rSalutem.    Sciant  prefisites 
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Tt  futuri  quod  Aleumus  de .  Meser,  filius  et  heres  quDn« 
dam  Aleumi  de  Meser,  totam  tcrram  fuam  de  Tulli-*  . 
oouLTRT,  cum  pertinentiisy  in  feodo  de  Clackmanan,  quani 
de  nobis  tenuit  hereditarie, ,  per  dcfeftum  feruitii  de  difta 
terra  nobis  debiti,  coram  pluribus  noftri  Regni  magnatibus> 
fciliceti  Alexandro  Cumyn^  Comite  de  Bouchan,  tunc 
Jofticiario  Scotie,  Hugone  de  Ajbyrnith^  Magiftro,  W. 
WiscHARD  tunc  Cancellaiioy  Fergusio  Cumtn,  Waltero 
de  Abkentth,  Willielmo  de  Ltsurser,  et  Nicholao 
de  Ruttrforb^  ac  multis  aliis,  die  Sandle  Trinitatis,  anno 
gratie  millefimo  ducentefkno  fexageiimo  primo,  apud  Ca& 
trum  Puellarumi  per  fuftum  et  baculum  nobis  reddldiilct, 
ct  totum  jiis  fuum  quod  habuit  in  diAa  terra  cum  pert'> 
nentiisj  Vel  habere  potuit  pro  fe  et  heredibus  fuis  in  perpc- 
tuum  quietum  clamaflet,  nos  totam  di£tam  terram  de  Tll- 
LicouLTRX,  cum  pcrtii>entibus»  Willielmo   Comiti   dc 
Marr,  dileAo  noftro  ct  fideli  pro  homagio  ct  fcrvitio  fuo, 
de^imus  conceffimus,  et  hac  prefenti  carta  nollra  confir- 
mavimus,  fine  aliquo  retinemento,  ttnendam  ct  habcndani 
eidem  Willielmo,  et  heredibus  fiiis,  dc  nobis  ct  hcrcJi- 
bus  nodris  in  feode  et  hereditate  per  eafdcm  dlvilas  per 
quas  Walterus,  filius  Alani  Senefcalli,  tunc  Jufiiciarius 
Scotie,  et  Rogerus  Auenel,  tunc  vicecon^es  dc  Striuclyn, 
predict©  Aleumo,  patri  difti  Aleumi,  ex  prcccpto  inclito 
recordationis  domini  Alexandri  Regis,  patris  noftri  ca- 
riflimi,  affignauerunt  ct  tradldcrunt,  cum  incrciiicnio  quod 
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per  eofJevTi  Walterum  filiutn  Alani,  ct  Rogeru^  Aot« 
NEL  fa£lum.fuit,  Matheo  Clericq  de  Tuilicoultiy,  in  ne- 
^  .  more,  m  faltibus,  in  planis  ct  afp^ris,  in  tcrris  ct  aquis,  in 
pratis  et  pafcuis,  in  moris  ct  marefiis,  in  ftagnb  ct  malcn- 
dinls,  cum.focco  et  facca,  cum  furca  ct.foiTa,  cum  To/ei 
Them  et  infandetl:ef^  et  cum  omnibus  aliis  juftis  pdrtinentiis 
fuis,  et  cum  omnibus  natiuis  ejusdem  terr^,  qui  die 
coUationis  facie  prcdiclo  Aleunio  patri.  difti  Aleumij  in 
diftd  terra  manentes  fuerunt,  libere,  quicte,  plenarie  ct  ho- 
norifrce,  per  feruitium  unius  miiitis;  faluis  noftris  elecmofi- 
nis.  ^  Conceffimus  ctiam  eiders  Wiulielmo,  ut  ipfe  ct  hc- 
redes  fui,  habeant  ct  teneant  didtam  terram  in  libcrum  fb* 
reftum.  Quarc  firmitcr  proKibemu^,  nc  quis  fine  conim 
licentia  in  predifta  terra  fccct,  aut  venetur  fuper  nofbram 
plenarlam  forisfaf^uram  decern  librarum.  Tcftibus,  ^cncr- 
'  abili  patre  Gamelino,  eplicopo  San£U  Andrce,  Alexan- 
d:\io  Cumyn,  Comite  de  Bouchan  Jufticiario  Scotie^  Wal- 
TERO  Comitc  de  Monteth,  Johanj^'e  Cumtn,  Williel- 
MO  dc  Breechyn,  Eustachio  de  Turribus,  Reginaldo 
'  LE  Chen,  apud  Forfar,  viccflimo  primo  die  Decembri^ 
^  anno  regni  noftri  quarto  dccimo. 
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No.  IX. 

JL  HESE  Lines  from  Proj^ius  illuftratc  Ac  (fate  of  the 
arts  and  commerce  in  Britain^  in  the  Age  of  Auguihis.  I 
have  met  with  them,  in  my  reading,  fince  the  publication 
of  the  Krft  Vol.  to  which  they  properly  refer.' 

EffiJa  caelatis  &0:t'^Bntanna  jugis. 

Propertiii  Eleg.  L.  II.  E.  u 

Nunc  etiam  infeBos  demens  imitare  Sriiannot, 
Ludb  et  externo  tinBa  nitore  caput. 
"  An  (i  r^rrf/Zf^  quaedamfua  teqipora  fuco 
Tinxerit,  idcirco  cxrula  forma  bona  eft  i 
Ut  natura  dedit,  fie  omnis  re£la  figura. 
Turpis  Romaho  Belgian  ore  color. 

Eleg.  L.  11.  E.  14; 
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